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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

   From Revd Jennifer Cole

    Words 

A couple of years ago on Radio 4 a news items was about writing 
your life story in six words. It used the story, when in the 1920s, 
Ernest Hemingway bet ten dollars that he could write a complete story 
in just six words. He wrote: ‘For Sale: baby shoes, never worn.’  He 
won the bet.  This was followed by an online magazine asking its 
readers to sum up their own lives in just six words. 

In church on Sunday you will be listening to a sermon which could be 
anything between 10,000 or 20,000 words and preaching courses 
highlight the importance of narrative preaching which places story at 
its core. Francis in the 12th century on the other hand is supposed to 
have said : Go out and preach the gospel of Christ, if you have to 
use words, so be it 

Doing a quick search on the Bible reveals there are nearly 800,000 
words and  the New Testament is somewhere between 140 000 to 
180,000 words.  For example, the Gospels, which tell us of Jesus life, 
are made up as follows:  

Matthew’s gospel   18,300 
Mark    11,300 
Luke    19,500 
John    15,600 

Words are such an important part of our lives and sometimes it can 
be helpful to focus on what we are trying to say, so this exercise of 
just using 6 words can be challenging but also quite helpful when 
reflecting on one’s life to date. I was very touched by some of the six 
word life stories others have written. 

� Three sons, eleven cats, and Yvonne. 

� Foetus, son, brother, husband, father, vegetable. 

� Conceived, implored, employed, adored, retired, ignored. 

� Slow lane. Fast lane. Hard shoulder. 

� Bantam, Anglia, Midget, Alfa, Volvo Estate. 

� Womb, Play, Learn, Work, Decline, Tomb. 

� Start - programme - error - control - alt. - delete. 

� Unravelled career reknitted as baby blankets. 

� Head in books, feet in flowers.  

� An embroidered sampler, with some unpicking. 

� Wrong era ,Wrong Class, Wrong Gender. 

� Wasted my whole life getting comfortable. 

�  Worry about tomorrow, rarely enjoy today! 

� Pass the bottle before clarity returns 

� Four Weddings, Three kids, then cancer. 

� Really should have been a Lawyer. 

� Bored, so bored, so very bored. 

� Run over twice, thankfully still alive. 

� Born London, lived elsewhere, died inside. 

� Partner, pension, motorhome, life is good. 

� Happy days, sad days, empty days. 

� Laughed out loud, cried in silence 

� Age crept up and mugged me 

� If only I had turned left. 

� Thirty thousand insulin injections and counting. 

� Ditched the map, found better route. 

How might we describe Jesus’ life and mission in six words? Could you 
tell your own story in six words?  

My six words will have to include the word rest as I will be taking some 
time off  starting in September for a couple of months. I don’t have any 
specific plans for this ‘sabbatical’ other than getting on top of the 
allotment, reading, new dog walks etc. I look forward to seeing you all 
again in the New Year. 

Revd Jennifer Cole  



A Safer Church for all 
Two years ago I was asked by the two Archbishops to become 
the lead bishop for safeguarding for the Church of England.  
This is a responsibility I undertake alongside my ministry as 
Bishop of Bath and Wells.  

I was therefore much involved with the July’s General Synod, 
which once again had an important focus on safeguarding.  
During the debates I spoke about the Church’s journey of 
safeguarding; our history (with many shameful episodes), our 
present (a commitment to improve but a work in progress) and 
our hopes for the future (ensuring the Church is a safe and 
welcoming place for all). 

I have been asked on more than one occasion whether the role 
of safeguarding bishop should fall to a bishop who already has 
responsibility for a diocese and my answer is always an 
emphatic ‘yes’. Since 2016 I may have been the face of the 
Church of England on safeguarding matters, but providing a 
safer church for all is the responsibility of every one of us and I 
believe that my connection with life in the parishes is essential 
to my national role. 

In our diocese we have a first-rate safeguarding team who are 
supporting the hugely dedicated people in our parishes who are 
playing their part to ensure our churches are the place of safety 
they should be. I am deeply grateful for all that they do and it 
will be an honour this month to preside over a service in Wells 
Cathedral which recognises the particular contribution and 
commitment of all our Parish Safeguarding Officers. 

I have said we must own the responsibility of safeguarding in 
every diocese and in every Cathedral, parish and chaplaincy 
and this is a group of individuals who has taken this 
responsibility to heart and is acting to deliver it. They deserve 
our thanks. The service will be at 2.00pm on Saturday, 29 
September and everyone is welcome to come to show their 
support for this important work of safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults. 

The church has acknowledged and apologised to survivors of 
church-related abuse and has reiterated its commitment to 
address and learn from the failings of the past. However, it is in 
the courage and grace of the survivors I have met along with 
the commitment of all individuals in the parishes where I find 
the hope for the future as we strive together to make the 
Church a safer place for all. 

With warm Christian greetings, 

The Rt Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells 

*		*		*		*		*	

	My	eyes	must	see	

	My	ears	hear	

	My	heart	discover	

	What	you	are	to	me.	

	Self-giving	Lamb.	

	Perfect	lover	

	Of	all	that	I	am,		

	Companion	for	ever.	

	Maureen	Forrest	

	3rd Sept: St Gregory the Great - 540—604 
Pope Gregory never called himself ‘the Great’, but instead ‘the 
Servant of the Servants of God’.  Nevertheless, Gregory was 
one of the most important popes and influential writers of the 
Middle Ages.  The son of a very rich Roman senator, he left the 
service of the State upon his conversion as a young man.  
Gregory then sold off his tremendous estates to found six 
monasteries in Sicily and a seventh in Rome, and gave 
generously to the poor.  He became a monk and adopted an 
austere lifestyle.  But he was destined to be a frustrated monk, 
because successive popes kept appointing him to jobs with 
major public responsibilities.   

Christians in England owe him a great deal.  When Gregory 
came across some English slaves for sale in Rome, he asked 
who they were, and was told, ‘They are Angles.’  Moved with 
compassion for these humiliated and despised men, he replied, 
‘They are not Angles, but angels!’*  He wanted to lead a band 
of missionaries to England to evangelise the Angles, but then 
plague broke out in Italy, and during this time he was elected 
Pope.   

Reluctantly he accepted, and then set to work to deal with the 
crises facing Christendom:  plague, floods, famine, and a 
Lombard invasion.  But busy though Gregory was, he did not 
forget the Angles.  He sent Augustine to England, and so 
indirectly became the apostle of the English. 

*See the cover picture 

St. Vincent de Paul – patron of all 
charitable societies 

Very few people stand out as being incredibly good, but Vincent 
de Paul was one of them.  His life touched thousands of people, 
who were helped and inspired by his love and kindness.   

Vincent de Paul was born in 1581 to a Gascon peasant family at 
Ranquine. Educated by the Franciscans and then at Toulouse 
University, he was ordained a priest very young, at only 19.  He 
became a court chaplain, and then tutor to the children of the 
Gondi family.  In 1617 he was made parish priest of Chatillon-
les-Dombes.   

From here, Vincent de Paul ministered to the rich and 
fashionable, and also to the poor and oppressed.  He helped 
prisoners in the galleys, and even convicts at Bordeaux. 

In 1625 Vincent de Paul founded a congregation of priests who 
renounced all church preferment and instead devoted 
themselves to the faithful in smaller towns and villages.  In 1633 
they were given the Paris priory church of Saint-Lazare, and 
that same year Vincent founded the Sisters of Charity, the first 
congregation of ‘unenclosed’ women, whose lives were entirely 
devoted to the poor and sick, and even providing some hospital 
care.  Rich women helped by raising funds for various projects, 
which were an immense success. 

Even in his lifetime, Vincent became a legend.  Clergy and laity, 
rich and poor, outcasts and convicts all were warmed and 
enriched by his charisma and selfless devotion.  Vincent was 
simply consumed by the love of God and of his neighbour.    His 
good works seemed innumerable – ranging from helping war-
victims in Lorraine, and sending missionaries to Poland, Ireland 
and Scotland, to advising Anne of Austria at Court during the 
regency.     

No wonder that after his death at nearly 80, the Pope named 
him as patron of all charitable societies.   Even today, the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society is working with the poor and oppressed. 
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Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

  

at St Cuthbert’s 
We are opening for Heritage Open Days this year on two 
weekends:  8th/9th and 15th/16th September.  Throughout the 
period there will be a display celebrating Extraordinary 
Women who are present in the church building.  Come and 
find out about famous, wonderful and more ordinary women 
who have a place here with us.  Painted reredos fragments 
will also be on display. 

On Saturday 8th September there will be the usual coffee 
and cake in the morning with the added delight of music 
from the Nelson Recorder Trio.  In the afternoon there will 
be talks about the reredoses at 2.00 pm and 3.00 pm, with 
cream teas. 

On Sunday 9th September there will be reredos talks at 2.00 
pm and 3.00 pm and cream teas. 

The following Saturday (15th) there will be reredos talks at 
11.00 am, 12.00 noon, 2.00 pm and 3.00 pm on the 
Saturday.  There will also be tower tours at 11.30 am and 
12.30, 2.30 and 3.30 in the afternoon.   

On Sunday 16th there will be tower tours at 2.30 and 3.30 
and cream teas. 

At 5.30 pm on Sunday 16th there will be a Eucharistic 
service in the North Transept, using the Tudor Organ. 

Please note that incense will be used at this service. 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

Our St Cuthbert’s Patronal Festival will be on Sunday 2nd 
September and the service will be followed by the now 
traditional Parish lunch. 

NELSON RECORDER TRIO 

During the morning of Saturday 8th September the Nelson 
Recorder Trio will treat visitors to lovely background music 
as they look around the church, rest awhile from their Riding 
and Striding, or simply enjoy a cup of coffee. 

Traidcraft stall 
The next Traidcraft stall will be open after the service on 
Sunday 9th September. Come and browse the wide 
selection of goodies available. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN SERVICE  

The annual commemoration service for the Battle of Britain 
will be held at St Cuthbert’s Church this year on Sunday 16th 
September.  Please note that it will start at 10.15 am.   

As this is a non-Eucharistic service, there will be a Eucharist 
at 5.30 pm in the North Transept. 

Nativity Crib Festival 
Our very successful and popular Crib Festival will be held 
again this year, from Friday 7th to Sunday 9th December.  
There will be stars and angels and some new excitements 
as well!  Please book the dates, tell your friends and 
relations, and stand back to be asked to help! 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


The 12th annual 
sponsored walk 

Saturday 8 September 2018 

A six-mile walk, mainly downhill, from Penn Hill to the 
Bishop’s Palace, Wells. 

Meet at Wells bus station at 10.15am to catch the 10.23 
Bristol bus. 

In aid of St Cuthbert’s Church, Wells and Oxfam 

More information and sponsorship forms: 

Bill Oke 673472 or David Green 673356 

But if you can’t join us on the walk, please help by 
sponsoring one of the intrepid walkers. 

From the Registers 2018 

Baptism  
August 19        Amelia Rose Rothwell  

Marriages 
August   4 Matthew Watts & Natalie Guise 

August 11 Talat Kazim & Cervinia Wakelin-Gilden 

August 18 Jack Morgan & Elizabeth Venning  
         (St Mary Magdalene,  Wookey Hole) 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
August  9 Patricia Johnson (Crematorium) 

August 16 Georgina Grinstead (Crematorium) 
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“FROM	THE	TOP”	
with	

CANTABILE	LADIES’	CHOIR 

PRESENTS	

MUSIC	FROM	THE	WARS	

Friday	14th	September	2018	
St	Cuthbert’s	Church,	Wells			7.30pm	

Tickets						£10	
Price	includes	a	programme	and	a	flag	to	wave!	

“From	the	Top”				-					Conductor	Pat	Dowling	
	Cantabile				-				Musical	Director	Tracey	Hansford	
	Accompanist							-						Shelley	Prior	
	Soloist					-						Iain	Macleod	–	Jones	

Tickets	from: 
     St	Cuthbert’s	Parish	Office					-		01749	676906	
						Cadeaux	&	Co		 												-		01749	672332	
						Jane	Savery	 	 												-		01749	670527 

Waiting on God – a quiet afternoon 

Wednesday 5th September 

From 12-3:30pm 

  

Thinking about letting go of old patterns and 
embracing new challenges. 

With	some	initial	reflections	led	by	Jan	James	–	we’ll	spend	time	
waiting		and	listening	to	God.	

Bring	a	picnic	lunch	to	eat	together	at	12	noon	and	we’ll	go	into	a	
time	of	quiet	reflection	from	12:30pm.	There	will	be	breaks	for	
refreshments	and	an	opportunity	to	join	together	for	worship	

before	we	finish	with	tea	and	cakes	at	3:30pm.		
(If	you	need	to	leave	earlier	that	is	fine.)	

You	will	be	able	to	enjoy	the	garden	and	views	at	the	home	of	Rob	
and	Caroline	Riley,	Bury	Orchard,	Beryl	Lane,	Wells.		

Please	let	either	Caroline	Riley,	Jan	James,	07526	998234,	or	
Caroline	Maycock,	in	the	Church	Office	on	01749	672335,	know	you	

plan	to	attend	so	that	we	have	an	idea	of	numbers.	



 Letter from St Mary Magdalene 
In this glorious summer our Patronal Festival weekend, as 
often has happened, was blessed with beautiful weather. 
During the morning of Gift Day, those who came with their 
envelopes were treated to a wonderful concert of classical 
music provided by Juliet, Lucy and their gifted friends, most 
of them our own villagers, while Julie Rawle and her 
helpers served delicious cakes and coffee. 

The next day we observed the feast of St Mary Magdalene 
with an afternoon service at which we were joined by 
friends from other churches in the Wells area. Again our 
generous musicians helped to make it a really joyous 
occasion and we rounded off the celebration by drinks, 
refreshments and chatting in the church garden.                                   

We are very grateful to all those who contributed to a very 
happy weekend by making music, providing and serving 
food and drink,   and donating marvellously generous gifts 
which raised over £4000 for the work of the village church.  

Our next celebration is Harvest Festival. The Harvest 
Supper is on Saturday, September 29th and our Harvest 
Service is at 4.00 on Sunday, September 30th. We hope to 
see you there. 

Elizabeth  
  
  

Wookey Hole WI 
July and August tend to be a relaxing month for our W.I. 
and this year we have taken advantage of the lovely 
weather. 

Two of our members joined WI  ladies from other clubs 
when we supported the Somerset Wildlife Trust. We hiked 
to Cook's field on the Mendip hills where 185.5 mts of 
bunting was arranged into a large heart shape. The 
bunting  had been made by 4,000 W.I. members in 
Somerset as part of the Green Hearts Campaign which 
aimed at showing the effect of global warming on our 
wildlife. Members of our WI had contributed to the bunting 
so taking part and supporting the trust felt very worthwhile. 

Photo:  Members of the Somerset Wildlife Trust and 
Wookey Hole WI supporting the Green Hearts Campaign  

We had fun hosting the W.I. County Quiz in July and 
meeting  and welcoming the teams from other local WI.'s 

It was a close run contest but Wookey Hole now go on to 
the next round. 

A coffee morning at Jill's house in late July was followed by 
afternoon tea at Sue's house in August. The weather was 
kind to us on both occasions and we enjoyed the chance to 
relax and chat. 

Some of us explored Sue's beautiful garden although she 
told us that the deer had eaten the roses. 

I hoped that I might see some deer but they were avoiding 
the W.I.! 

We meet at Wookey Hole Community Hall on the first 
Monday of the month at 2.30pm. 

Visitors and new members are most welcome, 

Jill Deane 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
On August 21st a large group of us visited the newly 
refurbished Somerset Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury, 
depicting rural life from the 1800s. 

The site was formerly the Abbey Farm, with a beautiful view 
of Glastonbury Tor, and has many exhibitions in its 
galleries. Children were well catered for, and there was  a 
dummy cow which could be milked—though unfortunately it 
only produced water. Cream teas were enjoyed in the café. 

Our next meeting will be on September 18th at the 
Lawrence Centre. 

Maureen 

Christian Aid Lunch 
Noon to 1.30 pm in the Seager Hall 

  Quiz Night 
The Children's Society are having a 
Quiz Night at the Brittania Inn, Bath 
Rd, Wells on Sunday, Sept 23rd at 
7.00 for 7.30. Raffle, refreshments 
and drinks available from the bar.  

Entry £5.00 per person.  Ring Elizabeth Talbott (01749 
679678) for further information or to sign in. 

We hope to see you there.  
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Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Trail 
2018 

This will be the last year of this event, for obvious reasons, 
and it is to be the best tribute possible. 

The Wells Trail will run from Monday 5th November until 
Sunday 11th of November 2018.   

All the churches and the Bishop’s Palace will be 
participating and this year the Dean and Chapter of the 
Cathedral is working with us to make its own unique 
contribution.  

I think this will be quite spectacular with involvement and 
contributions from Diocesan school children as well. 

The Cathedral contribution will be open from Monday 29th 
October until Friday 16th November. This timing includes 
half term so the children can see their work in situ as well 
as enabling access to those attending some poignant and 
relevant events which are planned around the same time.  
There is a knit and natter session every morning in the 
Chapter 2 café from 10.00 to 11.00 if you feel you can also 
contribute to their poppy knitting as well.  

Now I know Michael and I are moving away but we have 
promised that with your support to come back and still 
create this very special tribute at St. Cuthbert’s. But it does 
require as many poppies as we can make!! We do want to 
make a big statement.  

So please can you continue knitting. I know some of you 
really enjoy doing it. We are also happy with crotchet or felt 
poppies as well. If you are stuck for a simple pattern please 
search on the internet for the Radio Nottingham poppy 
pattern and there it will be. Please tell your friends.  

We will need some help when putting them up so please 
think if you can do that with us.  I know it is a long way off 
but time tends to fly! 

Shops will also be involved so the trail is going to make a 
very special statement as to the value we place on the 
sacrifices and consequences of the First World War. 

Thank you so much for your suppor 

Rosemary Bailey 

Wookey Hole Harvest Supper: Saturday 29th September 
and the Harvest Service on Sunday 30th at 4.00 pm. 

St Cuthbert’s Harvest Supper: Saturday 6th October at the 
Connect Centre, and Harvest Festival on Sunday 7th 
October at 10.00 am. 

More information to follow in the Benefice Bulletin. 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA FILM FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 

THURSDAY 13th September 

7.30pm Lean on Pete (15)   

Charley, a teen living with his single father, finds work 
caring for an aging racehorse named Lean on Pete. When 
he learns Pete is bound for slaughter, the two embark on 
an odyssey across the new American frontier in search of a 
place to call home.  

“A performance of remarkable depth, candour and 
vulnerability by rising star Charlie Plummer lies at the heart 
of this terrifically moving fourth feature film from British 
writer-director Andrew Haigh.” Mark Kermode -The 
Guardian 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 18’s £3 

More info and a trailer 
at wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

	The hot heckler 

Tony Benn, who used a hearing aid, recalled a meeting in a 
church hall on a terribly hot day. ‘There was a heckler who 
kept interrupting. Eventually I tackled him and said: “If you 
want a separate meeting of your own, fine, go away and 
have it. Stop trying to wreck ours.” When he intervened a 
fourth time, I caught what he was actually saying, which was 
“Could somebody please open a window?”’ 
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	The Rev Reuben Ezemadu of Nigeria recently spoke at the 
2018 Lausanne Researcher’s Conference.  He urged the 
pastors to encourage their congregations not to be 
discouraged by how little any single one of them could do… 

Start with what you have, and don’t worry 
about what you don’t have 

When Jesus fed the 5,000, He did not produce the food 
from thin air.  Instead, He asked the disciples how many 
loaves of bread they already had (Mark 6:38).   

When they produced the five loaves and two fish, it seemed 
laughable.  Everyone knew that wasn’t enough.  No one 
thought that what they had was, in the hands of God, more 
than sufficient. 

Moses had the same problem.  He was told to go to 
Pharaoh and ask him to release the Israelites out of Egypt.  
He asked a very natural question, “What if they do not 
believe me or listen to me?” God asked him, “What is that in 
your hand?”  It was his staff which, to his utter amazement, 
became a snake in front of him. That staff in the hand of 
Moses became the staff of God. It parted the Red Sea, it 
made the waters close over again, when it was used to 
strike a rock out came water and when in time Aaron took it, 
it sprouted, budded, blossomed and produced almonds.  In 
the hands of God, more than sufficient. 

A desperate widow appealed to Elisha the prophet.  Her two 
children were about to be taken as slaves to make good a 
debt. ‘What do you have?’ asked Elisha. ‘Nothing, but a 
flask of oil,’ she replied.  ‘Go and borrow jars and containers 
from all your neighbours, as many as you can,’ he ordered, 
‘then fill them from your flask.’  She went inside her house 
with her two sons and filled every jar.  ‘Then the oil stopped 
flowing’ (2 Kings 4:6).  ‘Sell the oil, pay off your creditor, and 
live on the remainder,’ said Elisha.  In the hands of God, a 
flask of oil was more than sufficient. 

What do you have now?  A couple of spare hours a week?  
Some clothes that you no longer need? A willingness to visit 
someone who is lonely?  An opportunity to help a neighbour 
or colleague? A talent for DIY?  For sewing?  For sharing 
your faith? What actually do you have?  In the Bible, people 
who used what they had in the service of God found that, 
however seemingly insignificant, it was more than sufficient 
with God’s blessing on it. 

What is the key that opens the divine grace?  Obedience.  It 
was obedience in using what they already had that 
engendered the miracle.  May it be so for you also.  

How to get to heaven 

The teacher asked her Sunday School class: ‘If I sold my 
house and my car, had a big car boot sale and gave all my 
money to the church, would I get into Heaven?’  ‘No!’ the 
children all answered. 

‘If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the grass, and 
kept everything neat and tidy, would I get into Heaven?’  
Again, the answer was, ‘No!’ 

‘Well,’ she continued, ‘then how can I get into Heaven?’  A 
five-year-old boy shouted out, ‘You’ve got to be dead first!’ 

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ –  

Church of the Multiplication at Tabgha 
All the saints have their special symbols. When we see a 
saint in a window or painting carrying loaves of bread, we 
know it is St Philip. It was Philip who wondered how the 
multitude gathered around Jesus could be fed in John 6. 
Our Lord met their hunger with just five loaves and two fish.  

Bread has always been a staple food in the Holy Land, and 
in July the media reported that the oldest bread had been 
found in the remains of a Jordanian fire from 14,000 years 
ago. Today all kinds of bread are sold in our bakeries and 
supermarkets. Each country has its own way of producing 
bread, but at heart it is the same procedure combining the 
four ancient elements of life: earth, air, water and fire - earth 
producing the grain for flour, air to transform the dough, 
water added to the mix, and fire to bake the bread. 

Bishop Geoffrey Rowell tells the story of sharing a picnic 
with some Lebanese Christians. Fragments of the bread 
were scattered on the ground, and he idly cracked them 
with his feet. The reaction was immediate. ‘Don’t do that’ 
one said. ‘It is bread. It is life.’ John tells us in chapter 6 how 
bread is a sign of life for the people, and a sign that points 
to Jesus whose life is generously shared with others.  

A church was built on the site of that miracle at Tabgha by 
the north-west shore of the Sea of Galilee. It is called the 
Church of the Multiplication. On the floor in front of the altar 
is a 5th century mosaic depicting the loaves and fish – 
beautiful and immediate in its simplicity. 

We enter our own churches and see bread offered on the 
altar at every eucharist, and rejoice that Jesus is our host 
as He was by the Sea of Galilee. He comes to us with the 
same invitations: ‘Take and eat. See and believe.’ He offers 
us the bread of life. But more than that: He offers us the 
bread of eternal life. 

Hearing is not believing 

A wise schoolteacher sent this note to all parents on the 
first day of school: ‘If you promise not to believe everything 
your child says happens at school, I’ll promise not to 
believe everything he or she says happens at home.’ 
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On how to make the most 
of that diocesan 
‘residential course’  
The Rectory 

St James the Least 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

Your enthusiasm for attending training courses has, until 
now, baffled me. Why should you want to become a better 
preacher, when congregations only use the sermon for 
catching up on lost sleep? What more do you need to learn 
about time management than being able to recognise those 
fixed points of 12.30pm for the pre-luncheon sherry and 6pm 
for a stiff gin? And what is the point of learning about how to 
lead Bible study groups when all you will end up discussing 
is who failed to provide flowers for the altar last Sunday? 

But after this last week, dear boy, I take it all back. The 
bishop sent me on a week’s pre-retirement course. Of 
course, he was dropping hints, but until I reach my century, I 
have little intention of relinquishing a vocation to annoying 
parishioners and frustrating the plans of bishops. What else, 
after all, is parish ministry about? 

The first move is to arrive early, receive your room allocation 
and then discard it. Tour the whole establishment, find the 
best room and then unpack and make sure your dog is nicely 
settled in the centre of the bed, just in time for the arrival of 
the intended occupant. I naturally apologise effusively for my 
innocent mistake, begin to remove possessions and dog 
while hoping that he will excuse all the hairs on his bed. This 
ensures that he magnanimously offers to take your original 
room. 

At the first session, you need to establish the ground rules – 
and with a course leader, who in my opinion, should still 
have been wearing short trousers, it was all too easy. You 
make it clear that you are extremely deaf and so all the 
lectures will, sadly, be wasted on you. You also add that you 
will need some time alone to prepare for a surfeit of funerals 
which inexplicably all came in the day before you left and 
that you also will need time out to exercise your dog. 

By the end of that first session, you will have accounted for 
your absence for the rest of the week. In my case, it passed 
delightfully with gentle strolls in the grounds, visits to the 
local second-hand bookshops and much silent meditation in 
one’s room. I attended the final session in order to 
congratulate the leader for his magnificent course, was 
effusive in my comments on those wretched evaluation 
forms and on my return wrote a letter of thanks to the bishop 
for having thought I was worthy of receiving pre-retirement 
training  – while also noting that I was sure it would be of use 
when I begin to make plans for that happy event in a few 
decades time. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

As you did it to the least of these…. 
The early Celts were keenly aware of Christ’s command to 
love our neighbours.  This is from ‘Celtic Fire’ 

Remember the poor when you look out on fields you own,  

 on your plump cows grazing. 

Remember the poor when you look into your barn 

 at the abundance of your harvest. 

Remember the poor when the wind howls and the rain falls, 

 as you sit warm in your dry house…. 

The poor have no food except what you feed them 

No shelter except your house when you welcome them, 

No warmth except your glowing fire. 

Ancient Celtic Prayer 

Call anytime 
A minister assured his congregation that they should feel 
free to call him anytime they had a problem. That night the 
minister's phone rang at 3 a.m. On the other end was a dear 
elderly lady who said, ‘I can't sleep.’ 

‘I’m so sorry to hear that,’ he comforted her. 
‘But what can I do about it?’  

She sweetly replied, ‘Preach to me a while, pastor.’  

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 
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DIARY FOR  SEPTEMBER 2018 

Saturday	 1	 			12.30pm	 	 Wedding	of	James	Clarke	and	Lauren	Charles	(St	Cuthbert)	
		
Sunday	 2	 St	Cuthbert	Patronal	Festival	
	 	 8.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 10.30am	 	 Solemn	Benefice	Eucharist	-	St	Cuthbert		-	Followed	by	lunch	in	church	
		
Wednesday	 5	 			10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 10.30am	 	 Visit	by	Worcester	Civic	Society	
	 	 12-3.30pm	 	 ‘Waiting	on	God’,	a	quiet	afternoon—see		St	Thomas’	poster	above	
Thursday	 6	 					9.30am	 	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 11.00	am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 7.00pm	 	 Taize	Service	in	the	Vicars’	Close	Chapel		
	 	 	 	 Song	practice	from	6.00pm	
Saturday	 8	 			10.00am	 	 Coffee,	cake	&	the	Nelson	Recorder	Trio	
	 	 	 	 ‘Ride	and	Stride	for	Churches’	
																							10.15	am	@	bus	station	 	 ‘Over	the	Hills	and	Far	Away’	Walk	
	 	 2.00	&	3.00pm	 	 Reredos	talks	and	teas	 	
		
Sunday	 9	 Fifteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	 	 10.00	am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	followed	by	the	Fairtrade	stall	-	St	Cuthbert		 	
	 	 11.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 12.00pm	 	 Baptism	of	Samuel	Fletcher	
	 	 2.00	&	3.00pm	 	 Reredos	talks	and	teas		 	 	
	 	 4.00pm	 	 Evening	Prayer	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Tuesday	 11	 					9.30am	 	 LPA	Meeting	-	St	Cuthbert	
Wednesday	 12	 			10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 13	 			11.00am		 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Friday	 14	 					7.30pm	 	 ‘Music	from	the	Wars’	with	‘From	the	Top’	and	Cantabile	Ladies’	Choir	-	St	C.	
Saturday	 15	 	 	 Heritage	Open	Day	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 	 	 Reredos	talks	at	11am,	12noon,	2	&	3pm	
	 	 	 	 Tower	tours	at	11.30am,	12.30,	2.30	and	3.30pm	
		
Sunday	 16	 Sixteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	 	 10.15am	 	 Battle	of	Britain	Commemoration	Service	-	St	Cuthbert		
	 	 11.00am	 	 Matins	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 12	noon	 	 Baptism	of	Imogen	Feather	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 2.30	&	3.30pm	 	 Tower	Tours		and	teas		
	 	 5.30pm	 	 Eucharist		using	Tudor	replica	organ	-	St	Cuthbert	
		
Tuesday	 18	 					7.30pm	 	 Ladies’	Group	meeting	-	Lawrence	Centre	
Wednesday							19	 	10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 20	 				9.30am					 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
		 11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
		
Sunday	 23	 Seventeenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert		
		 11.00am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 	 	 	
Wednesday	 26	 		10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 27	 		11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Friday	 28	 				6.00pm	 	 European	Question	Time	-	St	Cuthbert	
Saturday		 29	 	 	 Wookey	Hole	Harvest	Supper	
		
Sunday	 30	 Eighteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
		 12	noon	 	 Baptism	of	John	Christopher	McBride	
		 4.00pm	 	 Harvest	Celebration	-	Wookey	Hole	
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