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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

   From the Vicar
Dear Friends 

Already this summer has seen record temperatures and drought 
across our country and further afield. I am writing this on the last 
day of school term, a date which traditionally means a sudden 
change in the weather to cold and rain! However, as it stands the 
weather is still set fair—perhaps too fair for gardeners, water utility 
managers and the ginger haired—for the foreseeable future. 

The weather is a factor in our lives that is both constant and 
changeable. Predicting it is notoriously difficult, and some of the 
world’s fastest supercomputers set to the task can only produce 
reasonably accurate estimates beyond a few days into the future. 
On the other hand, it is something that is always there, constantly 
affecting our lives in so many ways, and of course providing an 
endless topic of conversation. ‘What would British people talk about 
if not the weather?’ we often say. If predictably sunny summers like 
this start to become the norm, we might soon find out! 

In fact the changing weather and seasons and the passing years 
that they mark are  both a comfort and a warning to us in many 
ways. They remind us of the passing of time that we are all subject 
to. We all know people who spend far too much time and energy 
worrying about the future and a million little things that they have 
no control over. However, we’ve probably also met people who 
seem to have a dread of any kind of forward planning and a 
disregard for consequences, and are thus storing up all kinds of 
problems for the future. How can we learn to achieve a balance: to 
enjoy the moment, and yet take time to make longer-term plans? 

As Christians considering these things, we can find insight in the 
inheritance of our faith. The weather is an example of an 

apparently random series of events that are impossible to predict—
in other words, just how a lot of people see the world in general. 
But scientists don’t think the weather is unpredictable. Extremely 
hard to predict, yes, but not impossible, or they wouldn’t go to the 
bother of expending so much time and resource trying to achieve 
better and better models. Likewise, Christians believe that there is 
order in our lives. A prayer for the marrying couple from the 
wedding liturgy expresses this nicely: ‘May they discern in your 
word order and purpose for their lives; and may the power of your 
Holy Spirit lead them in truth and defend them in adversity.’ I think 
we all need that prayer from time to time! 

When it comes to other side of the coin: having a due regard for the 
passing of time and the need to think of the future, a prayer from 
the funeral service comes to mind: ‘Give us the wisdom and grace 
to use aright the time that is left to us here on earth, to turn to 
Christ and follow in his steps in the way that leads to everlasting 
life.’ That prayer sets our lives in the context of eternity, but also 
encourages us to act now: it’s never too late with God. 

That funeral prayer also introduces a very important word: grace. 
Grace is the free, undeserved and unexpected favour that God 
gives to us each day in order to respond to his call to be his people. 
It is the weather, the people we meet and the situations that we 
encounter. It is there in the good times and the tough ones. It is 
where we find God’s will for our lives, which is difficult to predict, 
like the weather, but not impossible. It is worth our while to learn to 
know God better, and be better disciples of his Son Jesus, that we 
might live as he wants us to live, and so fulfil our vocations as 
children of God. 



New heritage website to help end the 
misery of leaking church roofs  

MaintenanceBooker, a new heritage website to keep 
historic churches and chapels safe for the future has been 
launched in England and Wales, following a successful 
Heritage Lottery Fund pilot project in Yorkshire. 

Set up by the National Churches Trust, the UK’s church 
building support charity, and 2buy2, the national buying 
group for UK charities, schools and churches, 
MaintenanceBooker makes it easy for churches to prevent 
problems such as leaking roofs and crumbling stonework. 

Churches and chapels of all denominations can use 
MaintenanceBooker to get professional help for essential 
maintenance tasks, thereby preventing the need for 
expensive repairs.  

Using the website www.maintenancebooker.org.uk 
churches can book gutter clearance and repairs, lightning 
protection inspection, tree surveys and maintenance as well 
as asbestos surveys and removal. More services will be 
added later in the year, such as stonework and lime 
mortaring with bat surveys, and grounds and graveyard 
maintenance in the pipeline. 

A video explaining MaintenanceBooker is available at:   

https://vimeo.com/269895676 

  

  

PCC, please 
note! 

Glimpsing the glory of God 
Recently Jane and I made our first trip to Iona which is 
accessed by small boat from the adjacent island of Mull.  
According to tradition Columba and twelve companions 
went there in 563AD.  The monastery they founded became 
a centre of mission and teaching and played a crucial role 
in the conversion to Christianity of Scotland and the Anglo-
Saxon Kingdom of Northumberland.   

However, during the Viking invasions the monastery was 
destroyed and abandoned, until 1938 when the Revd 
George MacLeod re-founded a community there and rebuilt 
the Abbey.  MacLeod was an unconventional and at times 

controversial figure.  He became a pacifist, despite having 
served in World War One.  He saw action in Greece and 
then at Ypres and Passchendaele for which he was 
awarded the Military Cross and the French Croix de Guerre 
for bravery.  

After ordination he turned his back on prosperous 
prestigious parishes to become minister at Govan, a parish 
in a poor part of Glasgow with considerable social 
problems. However, he is best remembered for founding 
the Iona Community as an international ecumenical 
community which emphasised mission, political 
involvement, the ministry of healing and worship.  Through 
this he sought to keep the Church connected with an 
increasingly secular industrial society.  

It is whilst on Iona that he is attributed with popularizing the 
concept of "Thin Places," a concept which comes from 
Celtic Christianity.  Celts believed that in some places 
God's presence seems more tangible, more accessible 
than elsewhere. Places where heaven and earth seem to 
touch, where the holy and the human meet.  Places where 
the Spirit of God is at work in ways that we can sense, 
where both beauty and brokenness co-exist.  

I believe that God can and does meet us everywhere, that 
he is present with us on every step of life’s journey. 
Nonetheless, for those early Celtic Christians on Iona, 
looking at where sky and sea met, it must have seemed 
that they were on the edge of the world, where heaven and 
earth met. We were only on Iona for a day but as we left I 
felt I had glimpsed something of the glory of God and that 
something of the peace of God was coming back with me.    

May the Lord be with us all wherever we are and whatever 
we do. 

With warm Christian greetings, 

The Rt Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

The 12th annual sponsored walk 

Saturday 8 September 2018 

A six-mile walk, mainly downhill, from Penn Hill to the 
Bishop’s Palace, Wells. 

Meet at Wells bus station at 10.15am to catch the 10.23 
Bristol bus. 

In aid of St Cuthbert’s Church, Wells and Oxfam 

More information and sponsorship forms: 

Bill Oke 673472 or 
David Green 673356 

But if you can’t join us 
on the walk, please 
help by sponsoring one 
of the intrepid walkers. 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 A
ug

us
t 2

01
8



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

  

This year’s Heritage Open Days at St Cuthbert’s will be over 
the weekend 15th/16th September.  As in previous years we 
will be proudly showing the world our wonderful building, 
and in particular the unique 15th century reredoses.  We will 
also be running tower visits and bell-ringing demonstrations. 

The Einstein Quiz is back on 3rd August!  
Following the cancellation of this event on 1st June, our 
next quiz is on Friday 3rd August in St. Thomas' Church Hall 
at 7pm.  We need more teams and players to join us. More 
people more fun! 
  
Teams of up to four players ; each player pays £5. We all 
bring our own drinks and delicious cakes tea and coffee can 
be purchased for a donation at half time. 
  
The Golden Box prize still stands at over £300 and there are 
only three magic envelopes left—a chance not to be 
missed.  

If you wish to book please phone me 
[01749 678410]  or contact Antonia at 
the Church Office . 
  
Look forward to seeing you  
  
Fay Low 

Traidcraft stall 
The next Traidcraft stall will be open after the service on 
Sunday 12th August. Come and browse the wide selection 
of goodies available. 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

Our St Cuthbert’s Patronal Festival will be on Sunday 2nd 
September and the service will be followed by the now 
traditional Parish lunch. 

Please note that incense will be used at this service. 

NELSON RECORDER TRIO 

During the morning of Saturday 8th September the Nelson 
Recorder Trio will treat visitors to lovely background music 
as they look around the church, rest awhile from their Riding 
and Striding, or simply enjoy a cup of coffee. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN SERVICE  
This year, the annual Battle of Britain service will be held 
at St Cuthbert’s on Sunday 16th September.  It will start at 
10.15 am, and there will be no Eucharist at that service.   

A Eucharist service will be held on the same day at 5.30 
pm, probably in the North Transept and using the 
Wingfield organ. 

Nativity Crib Festival 
Our very successful and popular Crib Festival will be held 
again this year, from Friday 7th to Sunday 9th December.  
There will be stars and angels and some new excitements 
as well!  Please book the dates, tell your friends and 
relations, and stand back to be asked to help! 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


 Letter from St Mary Magdalene 
During this unusually hot, dry spell nothing very much has 
happened in Wookey Hole. Many people have been away 
and the church garden is too dry and hard for any activity 
bar watering which has kept David very busy. We were 
hoping the weather would remain fine - it was - for the 
Patronal Festival weekend to celebrate St Mary Magdalene, 
suitably in a garden. 

We have had two events this month to make us very aware 
of history. Edith Kenney was interviewed on both the BBC 
and ITV because she began her nursing career just as the 
NHS was launched in 1948. Her name is recorded as Silver 
Medallist of that significant year on the board in RUH. We 
also had the funeral in church of Mabel Bignel,a former 
villager,who was born in 1915. What incredible changes 
have taken place during those times. 

Elizabeth 

From the Registers 2018 

Baptism  
July 29 Amara Crutchley  

Marriage 
July 21 Greg Richards & Maria Harding 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
July  4 Hugh Michael Adams (Crematorium) 

July 11 Ruby Kellock (Crematorium) 

July 19 Raymond Spacey (Crematorium) 

July 20 Irene Romain  
    
     

Wookey Hole WI 
President Jill welcomed everyone to one of the hottest 
meetings that we could remember despite the welcome 
breeze from several fans. 

Our recent visit to the Somerset Rural Life Museum was a 
great success and we appreciated the current Suffragette 
Exhibition which was on display. We have two Summer 
gatherings planned which enables us to relax and enjoy a 
good ‘natter’. 

The photograph shows our members with the magnificent 
shire horse that is made from farm implements. His mane 
and leg feathers are fine chains. 

Our speaker was Annie Sapsead. She is a Natural Health 
Practitioner specializing in Aromatherapy, Reflexology and 
Reiki Healing. She has 20 years experience and her 
interest began when her arthritic mother benefited greatly 
from the treatment. We were treated to Rose and Geranium 
Oils which we massaged into our hands. Annie 
demonstrated the importance of this as we exercised our 
wrists and fingers. 

She explained other treatments that benefit our health and  
she also treats patients in nursing homes.  

Sheila thanked her for her interesting talk. 

Competition for a candle holder was: 1st Pat B, 2nd Rose D, 
3rd Jill D. 

Flower of the month: 1st Jill D, 2nd Sue H, 3rd Maggie P. 

Silver cups for last year’s competitions were awarded to 
Jan S and Jill D. 

The afternoon ended with very welcome refreshments. 

Two of our members are unwell and best wishes were sent 
to them by everyone. 

Jill Deane 

What must we do?  (Jn 6:28-29) 

Rushing, 
serving on this committee or that, 
attending courses, meeting to pray, 
committed to study 
and give thanks for each day. 
Trying so hard, 
trying so hard,  
longing to get it right for you, Lord. 
How can we know what we must do? 
  
Stop trying, 
stop doing, 
stop stressing. 
Be still and believe. 
  
The whole work of God 
is to believe in the one He has sent, 
then thoughts, words and actions 
will be the natural fruit of that believing-work. 
  
Believe in Jesus – 
That’s it! 
  
By Daphne Kitching 
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St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

Our Summer Outing this year was the National Trust house 
Killerton, near Exeter. In the house there was an interesting 
exhibition about the lady of the house, Lady Acland - a 
Liberal Suffragist - and Emmeline Pankhurst, the 
Suffragette, with films and fashions of the era; in the garden 
there was a re-creation of a “Soap Box” discussion of the 
two ladies. 

The grounds were vast, and those able to walk could visit 
the Bear House, the Church, the old Post Office, and a 
number of cafés serving drinks and very nice food. The 
weather was lovely and the day was enjoyed by all. 

A visit is being organised to the revamped Glastonbury 
Rural Life Museum on August 21st. Please tell  Pam so that 
she can book you in.  

Maureen 

	Monica and Augustine - Mother and Son 

On consecutive days this month (27th and 28th) the Christian 
Church celebrates, a mother and her son. The mother is 
Monica, and her son is Augustine. The story of their 
relationship and how, after a long process, they both came 
to share the same Christian faith is a moving one, and 
perhaps has a message for anxious parents today. 

Augustine was born in 354 and grew up in north Africa in the 
area we now call Algeria. His mother, Monica, was a deeply 
committed Christian. His father was not. In those 
circumstances she was deeply (one might say desperately) 
concerned that her clever young son should also believe 
and be baptised. But, in the way of wilful offspring, he 
steadfastly refused. Eventually Monica’s patience ran out. 
She stood outside the priest’s house and noisily asked why 
a mother’s anxious prayers had not been answered. He 
appeared at a window and rebuked her. ‘It is not possible’, 
he said, ‘that God has not heard your prayers and will 
answer them in his own way’. 

He was right, but it took a long while. By now Augustine had 
a mistress and a young son, and had moved to Milan in 
Italy, where he became Public Orator. However, it eventually 
happened – a moment of conversion in a garden, instruction 
and then baptism by the great Bishop Ambrose of Milan. 
Monica’s prayers were answered. Her gifted son was 
ordained and shortly became a bishop in Hippo, north Africa, 
and one of the greatest theologians and teachers of the 
Christian Church. Monica died the year before that 
happened, but I think we may assume that she died content. 
Her priest many years earlier had been right! 

You can read the story of Augustine’s journey to faith in his 
‘Confessions’.	

*  *  *  *  * 

Two works of mercy set a man free:  forgive and you will be 
forgiven, and give and you will receive.   St Augustine of 
Hippo 

 Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Trail 
2018 

This will be the last year of this event, for obvious reasons, 
and it is to be the best tribute possible. 

The Wells Trail will run from Monday 5th November until 
Sunday 11th of November 2018.   

All the churches and the Bishop’s Palace will be 
participating and this year the Dean and Chapter of the 
Cathedral is working with us to make its own unique 
contribution.  

I think this will be quite spectacular with involvement and 
contributions from Diocesan school children as well. 

The Cathedral contribution will be open from Monday 29th 
October until Friday 16th November. This timing includes 
half term so the children can see their work in situ as well 
as enabling access to those attending some poignant and 
relevant events which are planned around the same time.  
There is a knit and natter session every morning in the 
Chapter 2 café from 10.00 to 11.00 if you feel you can also 
contribute to their poppy knitting as well.  

Now I know Michael and I are moving away but we have 
promised that with your support to come back and still 
create this very special tribute at St. Cuthbert’s. But it does 
require as many poppies as we can make!! We do want to 
make a big statement.  

So please can you continue knitting. I know some of you 
really enjoy doing it. We are also happy with crotchet or felt 
poppies as well. If you are stuck for a simple pattern please 
search on the internet for the Radio Nottingham poppy 
pattern and there it will be. Please tell your friends.  

We will need some help when putting them up so please 
think if you can do that with us.  I know it is a long way off 
but time tends to fly! 

Shops will also be involved so the trail is going to make a 
very special statement as to the value we place on the 
sacrifices and consequences of the First World War. 

Thank you so much for your support  

Rosemary Bailey 

The Lion’s Den 
A Sunday school teacher was telling the story of Daniel in 
the Lion's Den. She described the hunger and ferocity of the 
lions, and then showed her class a picture of Daniel 
standing brave and confident right in the middle of them all.  
Suddenly one little girl began to cry. The teacher paused, 
‘Oh my dear,’ she said.  ‘Are you afraid for Daniel?" 
 
The little girl shook her head. "No, not at all. It's that poor 
little lion, over in the corner; he isn't going to get any food.” 

Sky at night 
The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are 
composed entirely of lost airline luggage. 
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel 

‘You need hands to hold someone you care for’ – that song 
of 1958 reminds us how hands can convey a wide range of 
gestures and meanings. Hands to embrace, hands to signal 
‘Stop,’ hands to sound out applause, and hands to show 
welcome. In the life of the church, we can think of 
sacraments that mark out the individual Christian with the 
laying on of hands at confirmation and ordination. We can 
look at the priest at the eucharist where hands offer the 
peace, take bread and wine, and bless. In church windows 
and paintings, we often see the right hand of God emerging 
from a cloud: a sign that takes us back to the opening 
chapter of Genesis and God’s mighty work of creation. 

It is the theme of that incredible ceiling in the Sistine Chapel 
painted by Michelangelo: 65 feet above the ground and 
showing a vast array of 300 figures - sibyls and prophets and 
scenes from Genesis. On the far wall of the chapel the hand 
of Jesus is raised in judgement, but at the centre of the 
ceiling the hand of God reaches out to bring life to the body 
of Adam. Later, the right hand of God will draw forth Eve from 
the sleeping form of Adam: the only panel in which God 
stands on the earth. In this central panel God is like an 
elemental force soaring through the sky and surrounded by 
12 figures. Adam looks up, patient and expectant, meeting 
the concentrated gaze of God, who reaches out to animate 
and inspire. 

As his patron and ally, Pope Julius II was not at all well at this 
time, and so Michelangelo worked at breakneck speed to 
complete the ceiling. This scene took just three weeks in 
1511. We look up and ponder the hand of the Creator in 
heaven, and we give thanks for the creative hand of the artist 
on earth. 

  Our Star 

  
Stoney, earthy, watery globe 
Turning punctual in your place 
In you I see the face 
Of one who set you here, 
Made you dear to many 
Whom he loved and put to root 
For growth for living, loving, 
Losing, sorrow, shame, forgiving, 
Giving; cherishing the shoot 
Which, nourished, sprouts a bloom 
Able to know the countenance of love. 

  
Maureen Forrest 

Church Bells 
   

We hear the bells give out their sound 
They tell of God’s unfailing love 
Of Him who sits enthroned on high,                        
Touching earth from heaven above 
  
Their voice is heard throughout the land, 
Let them ring, let them sing 
Of One who reigns, always the same,                       
He is our God, our coming King. 
  
In times of war and times of peace                            
We hear their chimes throughout the days 
And know that God is always near                            
An ever present help always. 
  
Campanology tells a story, 
Bringing hope to those who hear, 
The ringing bells proclaim a message                        
Telling all that God is near. 

  
By Megan Carter 
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	Whispers 

A young curate lost his voice at the local football match one 
Saturday and, being due to preach the next morning, he 
thought he should call in and consult his vicar. So he rang 
the vicarage bell and the door was answered by a very 
attractive teenage daughter. ‘Is your dad here?’  the curate 
managed to whisper.   

‘No,’ she whispered back, thinking she had got the 
message. ‘Come on in!’ 

Staying power 
Hospital patients’ comment about the new curate: ‘He can 
stay longer in an hour than most people do in a week.’ 

Nearly omnipotent 
The curate was giving his young daughter a cuddle before 
she went to bed.  As he picked her up and hugged her tight, 
she said: “Daddy, you’re so strong!  I really think you’ll be 
God one day!” 

Slow 
A curate consistently arrived late for work until his long-
suffering vicar asked him what was wrong.  ‘My problem,’ 
explained the curate, ‘is that I sleep very slowly.’ 

Don’t know nothin’ 
When Columbus started out, he didn’t know where he was 
going. When he got there, he didn’t know where he was. 
When he got back, he didn’t know where he had been. And 
he did it all on other people’s money.   

Can’t help thinking that Columbus reminds me of some 
teenagers who go on family holidays... 

In memory of Sir Ken Dodd 
Sir Ken Dodd, the comedian, died on 11th March 2018, 
aged 90. He was well-known and loved for his endless 
string of jokes. Such as:   

 ‘An official told my big Auntie Nellie to come off the beach, 
because the tide was waiting to come in.’ 

‘On Friday there was a tap on the door.  Funny sense of 
humour, that plumber.’ 

Mothers-in-law: ‘I haven’t spoken to mine for 18 months.  I 
don’t like to interrupt her.’ 

‘I told the Inland Revenue I didn’t owe them a penny 
because I lived by the seaside.’ 

‘I do exercises every day in front of the television.  Up, 
down, up, down, up, down.  Then the other eyelid.’ 

He held the world record for cracking jokes: 1,500 in 3 
hours 7 minutes, with no script.   

Hole for one 
A golfing priest, after having been beaten by an elderly 
parishioner, returned to the clubhouse somewhat 
depressed.  ‘Cheer up,’ said the layman.  ‘Remember, 
you’ll eventually be burying me some day.’   

‘Yes,” said the priest bitterly, ‘but even then it will be your 
hole!’ 

		

Sky fright 
An airliner flew into a violent thunderstorm and was soon 
bumping around in the sky.  One very nervous lady 
happened to be sitting next to a clergyman and turned to 
him for comfort. ‘Can’t you do something?’ she demanded 
forcefully. 

‘I’m sorry ma’am,’ said the reverend gently.  ‘I’m in sales, 
not management.’ 

  
 

Elephants 
Sign spotted in a safari park:  Elephants, please stay in 
your car. 

  
Airport 

If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? 

*  *  *  *  * 

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the 
reach of God's grace. 

And your best days are never so good that you're beyond 
the need of God's grace. 
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party in the churchyard 

The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

A few weeks ago, some visitors to 
our church congratulated me on the decision they thought 
we had taken to let our churchyard run wild, so it could 
provide a natural habitat for the local flora and fauna. While 
assuring them that thoughts of rabbits, moths and nettles 
were rarely out of our minds, I made a mental note that it 
was time for a working party to be drafted; our local flora 
and fauna needed reminding who is really in charge. 

The request for volunteers produced the usual crop: those 
young farmers who saw it as an opportunity to compete 
with one another to prove who was the fittest, the recently 
retired who were determined to prove that they were just as 
able as those half their age and those whose main intention 
was to tell the rest how much better the job used to be done 
in their day.  

I explained to them all that naturally I would have been only 
too delighted to help, but my poor back excluded me. I did, 
however, offer to sit in the sun and keep watch over their 
jackets. We all have our own particular ministries. 

We were all more than a little surprised to see that Lord 
Euxton had put his name down on the list; the only exercise 
I have ever seen him doing is lifting a large whisky and 
soda. But on the day we found that his interpretation of 
offering his services meant sending round the under-
gardener. 

I never realised that Dr Tomkins could run so quickly until 
he accidentally scythed the top off a wasps’ nest. Hotly 
pursued by several thousand irate insects, he cleared the 
churchyard, vaulted the wall and headed across the green 
to the village pond. Having spent the last three decades 
complaining about young people in the village diving into it, 
I suspect he will now be the first to contribute towards its 
upkeep.  

The moment of high drama was when a tree stump was 
dragged up using a tractor. Such force was needed that if 
the chains had snapped, a substantial portion of the men of 
the parish would have been decapitated. When the stump 
finally gave up the struggle, it emerged with several long-
forgotten headstones and a portion of the church’s water 
main. The new feature of a churchyard fountain looked 
rather charming, until the water board arrived to cut us off. 

During the lunch break, most had brought packs of 
sandwiches or flasks of soup – apart from Major Mitchell 
(retired) who dragged a picnic hamper from the car boot 
and set about a three course meal washed down with a 
bottle of chilled Chablis. His decision to have a little nap, 
empty hamper and bottle beside him, when all the others 
returned to work was not entirely surprising. Three hours 
later, with the job completed, we all left for home, with the 
Major still enjoying his siesta. I woke him up at 6pm when I 
returned to church to say Evensong. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

‘Dear Mr Minister... 
- I know God loves everybody but then he never met my 
sister. Yours sincerely, Arnold.  Age 8. 

-  Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been 
a good boy all week.  I am Peter Peterson.   Sincerely, 
Pete. Age 9. 

-  My father should be a minister too. Every day he gives 
me a sermon about something. Robert Anderson, age 11. 

-  I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my 
father didn't give me a raise in my allowance.  Could you 
have a sermon about a raise in my allowance?   Love, 
Patty.  Age 10. 

-  My mother is very religious. She goes to play bingo at 
church every week even if she has a cold.  Yours truly, 
Annette. Age 9. 

-  I would like to go to heaven someday because I know my 
brother won't be there. Stephen. Age 8.  

 -  I think a lot more people would come to your church if 
you moved it to Disneyland.  Loreen. Age 9. 
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DIARY FOR  AUGUST 2018 

Wednesday							1	 10.00am	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 2	 								9.30am	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
																																														7.00pm	 	 Taize	Service	in	the	Vicar’s	Close	Chapel	
		 	 	 Song	practice	from	6.00pm	
Friday		 3	 	7.30	pm	 Einstein	Quiz	-	St	Thomas	Church	Hall	(New	teams	always	welcome!)	
Saturday	 4	 	1.00pm		 Wedding	of	Matthew	Watts	and	Natalie		Guise	(St	Cuthbert)	
		
Sunday	 5	 Tenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
																																												8.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 			10.00am			 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 			11.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 				12	noon	 	 Baptism	of	Toby	Leonard	Permanond	(St	Cuthbert)	
	 	 		2.00-4.30pm		 Open	Afternoon	at	St	Cuthbert’s	-	talk	and	demonstration	of	the		
	 	 	 	 Wingfield	organ	-	teas	served	all	afternoon	
		
Monday													6													9.30am	 	 Hymn	Group	-	St	Cuthbert	 	 	
Wednesday								8	 		10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 9	 	11.00	am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Friday	 10	 				6.00pm	 	 Wedding	rehearsal	-	St	Cuthbert	
Saturday	 11	 				3.00pm	 	 Wedding	of	Talat	Kazim	and	Cervinia	Wakelin-Gilden	
		
Sunday	 12	 Eleventh	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00	am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	followed	by	the	Fairtrade	stall	-	St	Cuthbert		 	
		 11.00pm	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 2.00-4.30pm	 	 Open	Afternoon	at	St	Cuthbert’s	-	Reredos	talks	-	teas	served	all		
		 	 	 afternoon.	
		 4.00pm	 	 Evening	Prayer	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Wednesday	 15	 	10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 16	 			9.30am			 	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
		 				11.00am		 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Saturday	 18	 			2.30pm	 	 Wedding	of	Jack	Morgan	and	Elizabeth	Claire	Ju	Xiang	Venning	-			
		 	 	 	 	 Wookey	Hole	
		
Sunday	 19	 Twelfth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00am	 	 Parish	Communion		-	St	Cuthbert		
	 	 	11.00am	 	 Matins	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 2.00-4.30pm	 Open	Afternoon	at	St	Cuthbert’s	-	Reredos	Talks	-	teas	served		
		 	 	 all	afternoon	
		 6.30pm	 	 CTWA	service	at	St	Paul’s,	Easton	
		
Tuesday	 21				 2.30	at	museum	 Ladies’	Group	visit	to	Glastonbury	Rural		Life	Museum	
Wednesday	 22	 	10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 23	 	11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
		
Sunday	 26	 Thirteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	 	 			8.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 10.00am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert		
		 	2.00-4.30pm	 	 Open	Afternoon	at	St	Cuthbert	-	Tower		Tours	-	teas	served	all		 	
		 	 	 afternoon	 	 	

Tuesday	 28	 10.30	am	 	 Welcome	Group	HOD	meeting	
Wednesday	 29	 10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 30	 11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Friday		 31	 	4.00	pm	 	 Wedding	rehearsal—St	Cuthbert	

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 
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