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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From the Vicar
Dear Friends 

In this month of June we are heading into peak tourist 
season in our much-visited part of the world, which brings 
with it an opportunity to demonstrate the Christian virtue of 
hospitality. At St Cuthbert’s we will be able to explore this 
topic through a series of readings and sermons on the theme 
of hospitality, as well as putting it into practice as we 
welcome some visitors from Zambia on July 22nd. On that 
day at Wookey Hole we will be welcoming the wider village 
and guests from Christians Together in the Wells Area to our 
Patronal Festival Evening Prayer at 4pm, which will be 
another opportunity to demonstrate our love for our 
neighbours through the hospitality that we are able to show. 
So during this season, do take the chance to express your 
faith in a very practical way by being welcoming: spotting a 
newcomer in church and inviting them to sit beside you; 
saying hello to a visitor if you happen to be in church or out in 
the community during the week; speaking to someone you 
don’t usually speak to after church or at any other occasion 
that you regularly attend. These expressions of love and 
kindness are the fruits of the Spirit that Paul talks about in his 
Letter to the Galatians. (Galatians 5.22-26) 

This month also sees the conclusion of another major event in 
the international news—not the Wookey Hole Patronal Festival 
but the football World Cup in Russia. You may or may not take 
an interest in soccer, and you may by now be sick of wall-to-wall 
coverage, but it too has been an occasion to demonstrate 
hospitality and a peaceful model of international relations. 
When talking of negotiations between warring nations, Churchill 

famously said that jaw-jaw was better than war-war. Perhaps 
we could add score-score to that comparison too? Any event 
that sees a competition between Iran and Saudi Arabia ending 
without bloodshed must surely count as a success for world 
peace, regardless of how many fouls and dives take place 
during the game. It is characteristic of sport to have the power 
to bring people together, even as it divides them into rival 
camps. The supporters who travelled to Russia were already 
divided by distance, language and culture. At a World Cup or 
other such sporting event distance is removed, as they are 
brought face to face in the same host cities. To some extent 
difference of culture is reduced, as all the fans are hosts of one 
country, in this case Russia, and so are equally away from 
home, apart from the Russian fans themselves. Despite 
occasional problems, the experience of travelling to a World 
Cup is usually an affirming one for travelling fans, as they 
discover something that unites them more powerfully than any 
divisions. 

One of the reasons that sport can do this is another of those 
fruits of the Spirit that Paul speaks about in Galatians: self-
control. It is because football or any other sport provides a 
framework and discipline to which teams voluntarily commit, 
that it allows rival groups to express that energy in a controlled 
way. Players can express their competitiveness on the pitch, 
and fans their support in the stands, and none of it gets 
anywhere near the battlefield. As it says in John’s gospel, ‘the 
Spirit blows where it chooses’—even across the carefully mown 
turf of a Russian football stadium. 



The Church of England is facing a 
serious shortage – of church organists 

Be very, very nice to your church organist, and don’t upset 
them, because they are becoming somewhat of an 
endangered species in the Church of England.  

In fact, so many churches now have organs, but no 
organists, that nearly one in three churches have 
introduced recorded organ music for their congregations to 
sing along to.   

A recent survey found something very ominous: that fewer 
than four per cent of churches have organists aged 30 
years old or under.  Almost half of all churches who do have 
organists report that they are older than 70. 

But recorded organ music is hardly ideal – it tends not to 
leave enough time between lines, and so rushes the 
singing along. Also, there is a weaker sense of 
togetherness and community, if you are singing along to a 
machine, rather than a person well known to you.  

The survey was done by the diocese of St Edmundsbury & 
Ipswich’s music development director.   

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:  Ludolph 
Bakhuizen’s ‘Christ in the storm on the 

sea of Galilee’  
When we enter a church and sit in a pew, we can look up 
and see the roof of the nave: a reminder that the church is 
a ship sailing through the ocean of life.  

Boats and ships abound in scripture from Noah’s ark and 
the psalmist singing of seafarers to the New Testament with 
Jesus calling fishermen from their boats and Paul 
shipwrecked off the coast of Malta. The ship, like the 
anchor, is a powerful nautical symbol of the Christian 
journey. 

We all know how the sea can be calm and serene one 
moment, but stormy and tempestuous the next. This 
month’s painting captures the terror of that primal element: 
‘Christ in the storm on the sea of Galilee’ by Ludolph 
Bakhuizen. He was a leading Dutch painter of maritime 
subjects in the 17th century with powerful studies of the 
drama of sea battles and whaling scenes.  

Here in this painting of 1695 a boat carrying the anxious 
disciples is trying to make its way through an angry sea. 
The waves are high; rain and dark clouds threaten 

overhead, and the wind is tearing the rigging. Storms like 
that quickly sprang up on the sea of Galilee. But Jesus is 
there among the disciples, ready to allay their fear and 
ready to tame the elements around.  We can see the rays 
of sunlight on the left of the canvas that will soon break 
through to bring peace again beneath a blue sky. 

And we on land sitting in that pew can think of those times 
when life is stormy and the way ahead unsure. We can take 
heart from the assurance that Jesus is our captain on the 
voyage, the sails of our ship are hoisted on the mast of His 
cross, and the destination is certain. Just as Jesus 
protected His followers then, we pray that He will be with us 
on our journeys through calm waters and storms, so that 
we can raise ‘glad hymns of praise from land and sea.’ 

Exploring Faith 

As I write this I am home alone whilst my husband, Howard, 
is sailing around the coast of Britain in the footsteps (or 
should that be the wake?) of the Celtic Saints. He is 
immersing himself in how the story of Jesus was brought to 
Britain all those years ago and taking the opportunity to see 
how life is lived in those coastal communities today. He is 
sharing in conversations about what faith in Jesus means 
for us in 2018. 

My travels are rather more local than Howard’s but I 
encounter the same desire to see what it means to be a 
Christian in Britain today. One of the themes that often 
emerges is that people want to become more confident in 
their own faith before they try to share that faith with others. 

I am saddened by the suggestion that one legacy of 
centuries of clericalism is that lay people do not believe 
themselves to be ‘authorised to communicate their faith.’ 
Lay people are already living out their faith in their churches 
and communities– without that, the church wouldn’t exist! 
But many of us (and this is true for people who are 
ordained as well as lay people) are not confident and want 
to know more and understand our faith better. It’s wonderful 
to know that so many of our churches have home groups, 
Bible studies and other activities to help, but I also want to 
commend two courses that the diocese offers and which 
have new sessions beginning in September. They both 
have exploring in their title – for good reason: even though 
this exploring is more armchair than coastal adventure. 

Exploring Christianity is for those wanting to learn more 
about the Christian faith and the Bible and past attendees 
have found it has really enriched their understanding of 
their faith and given them greater confidence. Exploring 
Spirituality is more experiential and focuses on different 
ways of prayer, allowing people to connect with God using 
a range of Christian traditions, many of which even those 
who have been church goers for decades, may be 
surprised to discover. 

It may be that one of these courses is just what you are 
looking for, or maybe you can think of someone in your 
church who you could encourage to set sail. We cannot 
promise a smooth voyage but in the Bible we have an 
amazing guidebook and in prayer a solid compass to help 
you along the way. 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

You can find out more about the courses Bishop Ruth 
mentions at www.bathandwells.org.uk/lay-training or call 
Leonie Jones on 01749 685106.
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Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

  

This year’s Heritage Open Days at St Cuthbert’s will be 
over the weekend 15th/16th September.  As in previous 
years we will be proudly showing the world our wonderful 
building, and in particular the unique 15th century 
reredoses.  We will also be running tower visits and bell-
ringing demonstrations. 

Burning calories as you garden 
The average British gardener burns 51,428 calories a 
year in the garden, and mowing the lawn is one of the 
highest ways of using energy – about 600 calories a 
month. 

Mowing the grass takes 5.7 calories per metre.  Weeding 
takes 4.5 calories, as does potting plants.  Digging burns 
5 calories per metre, while raking uses only 3.8 calories a 
metre. 

Gardening has long been known to be extremely good for 
you – giving you a chance to be outside, time to think, 
and beneficial exercise - all at the same time. 

No, not any 
The manager of the garden centre came out of his office to 
hear Jenkins, one of his most trusted assistants, saying to a 
lady customer: ‘No madam, we certainly haven’t had any for 
some time, and who knows when we will get any.’ 

When the customer had gone, the manager tackled him: ‘I 
heard that, Jenkins,’ he remonstrated, ‘and I must say that I 
am surprised at you. Never, never admit to a customer that 
we can’t get them something. That’s what we’re here for. If 
it’s out of stock, tell her you’ll get it for her soon. Now, what 
was it the lady wanted?’ 

‘Rain,’ said Jenkins simply. 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


  Letter from Wookey Hole 
I think the birds have been reading my previous Wookey 
Hole letter as a family of blue tits has now taken up vacant 
possession of one of the WI bird boxes in the church 
garden. The garden itself is coming along well and now has 
an attractively planted up corner bed by the northwest gate, 
and a large cleared bed by the main path awaiting planting 
in readiness for summer visitors and activities, including a 
wedding in August. 

Before that we have Gift Day on the morning of July 21st. 
Do come and join us for a cup of tea or coffee and a chat, 
enjoy the music from our own chamber group, and bring 
your gift for the work of our village church. The following 
day, Sunday July 22nd,is our Patronal festival when we 
remember and celebrate the life and witness of Mary 
Magdalene, that most charismatic of saints and the first 
witness to the Resurrection. There will be a service of 
Evening Prayer at 4.00 led by the Revd Sam Denyer, 
followed by refreshments - we hope in the garden if we are 
blessed by our usual good weather.  

Looking ahead to August, the Church Fete is on the 
afternoon of August 4th. We hope you will be able to join us 
for these church and village occasions. 

Elizabeth 

From the Registers 2018 

Baptism & Confirmation 
June 21st Tina Cornell 
  Allyson Wheatley 
 Charlie Wilkes 
   

Confirmation 
June 21st Libby Rose 
      Jody Blacker (Coxley) 

Marriages 
June 30th Jamie Kirby & Lisa Morley 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
June 13th Paul Capstick (Crematorium) 
June 29th Mabel Bignal (Wookey Hole)  
   
  
Antonia Gwynn 

Wookey Hole WI 
Our June meeting started with a bang when the clock fell 
off the wall. Thankfully our speaker came to the rescue and 
order was restored. 

The sunshine has certainly inspired us to make activity 
plans . In June we are visiting the Rural Life Museum for 
afternoon tea. Jill is hosting a coffee morning in July and 
Sue H is welcoming everyone to her garden in August. 

We were delighted to hear that at least one of the bird 
boxes that we presented to Wookey Hole Church has blue 
tits in residence. Hopefully there will be the flutter of tiny 
wings. 

Our speaker Michael Malaghan treated us to an amusing 
talk .He has written children's books for 25 years but has 
also been a Journalist, written scripts for TV, and been a 
fiction writer for women's magazines .He told comical tales 
of his experiences in Pompeii, Naples, Capri, Malta and 
France. 

Many of his 'adventures' gave him the ideas and inspiration 
for his many books. He was thanked by Sue H for his 
entertaining talk. 

The flower competition with it's array of blooms 
demonstrated how lovely our gardens are: 

1st Jill, 2nd Lavinia, 3rd Pat. The holiday souvenir 
competition gave our resident china pig a moment of glory 
when she was accidentally awarded second prize. She 
collects 'Pennies for Friendship' each month. After some 
adjustment it was 1st Jill 2nd Rose 3rd Sue H. Thanks to all 
who took part. 

Jill Deane 
Scared? 

As a sergeant in a parachute regiment, I took part in 
several night-time exercises. Once, I was seated next to a 
lieutenant fresh from jump school.  He was quiet and 
looked a bit pale, so I struck up a conversation.  

"Scared, lieutenant?" I asked. 

He replied, ‘No, just a bit apprehensive.’ 

I asked, ‘What's the difference?’ 

He sheepishly replied, ‘That means I'm scared, but with a 
university education.’ 

Keep off 
Sign on a newly planted front garden: ‘Please stay off me. I 
want to be a lawn one day.’ 
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St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

Once again Maggie Pattenden invited us into her home for 
our Garden Party evening. 

It was a fine evening and was enjoyed by all, sampling lots 
of cakes and wine. There were a Food Bring and Buy sale 
and a Raffle, and £108 was raised for our charity—the 
Almshouses. 

Thank you, Maggie and Nick for your hospitality, and all who 
attended. 

Next month will be our outing to Killerton on Tuesday 17th 
July. 

Maureen 

 St Cuthbert’s Fair Trade stall  

This monthly stall in church, selling Traidcraft goods and 
supporting poor producers in what we used to call the Third 
World, has been operating in St Cuthbert’s for a few years. 
Because trading – and trading ethically – is an important 
way for poor farmers and producers of goods to improve 
their lives, we have enthusiastically followed the lead of SS 
Joseph & Teresa by running this stall. Church funds benefit 
to the tune of 10% of sales. 

A number of people in our 10 o’clock congregation come to 
us every month to buy their coffee, their tea, their biscuits, 
and chocolate bars and cocoa and cakes and sugar and 
honey and peanuts and cashew nuts and raisins and 
currants and dates and muesli and greetings cards and 
washing up liquid . . . God bless them! We are truly grateful. 

However, we feel we ought to be increasing our sales, 
currently £40-50 each month. If you haven’t paid us a visit, 
could we invite you to knock on our door this month after the 
service, Sunday 8 July, and see just what we have to offer? 
Even a purchase of a packet of nuts would increase our 
help, through Traidcraft, to some hard-working people we 
shall never ever meet but who are our brothers and sisters. 
As a Christian community our instinct is to nail our colours to 
Christian Aid’s mast, but as a sister ship Traidcraft is well 
worth this extra small gesture, just once a month. 

Mary Martin, David Green 

Traidcraft stall at St Cuthbert 
The next Traidcraft stall will be on Sunday 8th July, after the service. 

Inner peace 
If you can start the day without caffeine, 
If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,  
If you can resist complaining and boring people with your 
troubles,  
If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for 
it,  
If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to 
give you any time,  
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 
If you can conquer tension without medical help, 
If you can relax without wine,   
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,   

  .....then you are probably the family dog. 

Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Trail 
2018 

This will be the last year of this event, for obvious reasons, 
and it is to be the best tribute possible. 

The Wells Trail will run from Monday 5th November until 
Sunday 11th of November 2018.   

All the churches and the Bishop’s Palace will be 
participating and this year the Dean and Chapter of the 
Cathedral is working with us to make its own unique 
contribution.  

I think this will be quite spectacular with involvement and 
contributions from Diocesan school children as well. 

The Cathedral contribution will be open from Monday 29th 
October until Friday 16th November. This timing includes 
half term so the children can see their work in situ as well 
as enabling access to those attending some poignant and 
relevant events which are planned around the same time.  
There is a knit and natter session every morning in the 
Chapter 2 café from 10.00 to 11.00 if you feel you can also 
contribute to their poppy knitting as well.  

Now I know Michael and I are moving away but we have 
promised that with your support to come back and still 
create this very special tribute at St. Cuthbert’s. But it does 
require as many poppies as we can make!! We do want to 
make a big statement.  

So please can you continue knitting. I know some of you 
really enjoy doing it. We are also happy with crotchet or felt 
poppies as well. If you are stuck for a simple pattern please 
search on the internet for the Radio Nottingham poppy 
pattern and there it will be. Please tell your friends.  

We will need some help when putting them up so please 
think if you can do that with us.  I know it is a long way off 
but time tends to fly! 

Shops will also be involved so the trail is going to make a 
very special statement as to the value we place on the 
sacrifices and consequences of the First World War. 

Thank you so much for your support  

Rosemary Bailey 
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WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

THURSDAY 12th July 

7.30pm The Shape of Water (15)   

Winner of 3 BAFTAs, 2 Golden Globes and 4 Oscars 
including best motion picture and best director, this fantasy 
film is set in a top secret research facility in the 1960s.   

A lonely cleaner forms a unique relationship with an 
amphibious creature that is being held in captivity. 

“Like the best bath you’ve ever had, it sends tingles coursing 
through every part of you that other films don’t reach.”  
Robbie Colin – The Telegraph 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the foot 
of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.   

Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3. 

More info and a trailer at: wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Visiting our Link Parish in Livingstone, 
Zambia 

22nd – 24th May 2018. 

My holiday started at the Victoria Falls, near Livingstone 
and, in order to spend time with our friends in St Andrew’s 
Anglican church , I flew out 2 days early. 

I arrived at Livingstone Airport at lunchtime on 22nd May and 
was met by Father Yobo Jere and a group of the Mothers’ 
Union ladies, who presented me with flowers. Fr Yobo 
should have been in Lusaka for a conference, but he 
delayed it by a day to welcome me. They were delighted to 
see me and we had a little time to chat before I left for my 
hotel. 

Later that afternoon Father Yobo and three of his children 
came to my hotel and we sat chatting and eating ice cream 
for an hour or so. 

The next morning, at 9am, two charming gentlemen, Laiven 
and Mr Tembo, collected me and we returned to Livingstone 
and St Andrew’s church. Here a group of maybe 20 ladies 
from the Mothers’ Union were waiting for me and , as I 
entered the church began singing a welcome to me. I then 
sat at a table in front of the chancel steps with two ladies – 
one who is Vice president of  the southern area of Zambia 
and the other, Esther, is Vice president of St Andrew’s 
Mothers’ Union. They have about 45 members who meet 
every Thursday and often on Tuesdays to discuss their 
projects and aspirations. Some of the ladies have limited 
English but everything was translated for them. 

The ladies I met ranged from professional people – 
secondary teacher, secretary, nurses or midwives, to those 
with basic education. However everyone is given the 
opportunity to speak and they are very proud of their 
empowerment. 

A report was read to us about the Chicken Project, detailing 
all the help from St Cuthbert’s. It took several years for the 
project to become self – sustaining. Now they no longer 
raise broiler chickens, but would like to raise egg layers. 
However these are not cheap – each hen costing $8 or $9, 
but they would be cheaper to maintain. They have a good 
market for the eggs, but need funds to start up. They are 
hugely grateful to St Cuthbert’s for our ongoing help.  

They also would like to build a hostel for University 
students, and use the rental money as income. This may 
sound improbable, but certainly one of the ladies has been 
instrumental in building a school, so she knows what is 
involved. 

I asked them what they would normally do in their everyday 
lives to provide for themselves and was very humbled by 
their response - bearing in mind that many are widows and/
or have lost other family members, probably to HIV, and live 
alone. 

These are a few answers:- 

Selling ice, buying charcoal and selling bags of it, growing 
vegetables, especially tomatoes to sell, saving mealie meal 
(maize) bags to sew together for floor coverings or to cut up 
and make small bags. Several are very accomplished 
needlewomen and make clothes and bags. 

Several ladies care for disabled relatives or orphans and 
they have to pay for medical care and education. 

Despite their hardships, The Mothers’ Union is very 
supportive to its members, who, in turn, look after the elderly 
in their community. Every member pays a small amount to 
the funds eg the same number of Kwacha as their shoe size!  
(13.6 Kwacha to £1). 

With lots more singing I was presented with a length of cloth, 
with the church pattern, to tie round me as a skirt and be part 
of their group. 

Finally we had tea and bread buns .  I was sad to leave such 
a positive and kindly group of people. It was a morning of 
great happiness and laughter, but we all shed some tears 
too. It was a privilege to be there. 

Mr Tembo and Laiven returned and were my chauffeurs to 
the Victoria Falls Bridge where we marvelled at the drop and 
power of water.  We also located the Baobab tree that I last 
climbed up when I was 10! Needless to say, I climbed it 
again!  We then went back to my hotel and sat with drinks, 
until it was time to say a final goodbye. 

Jane Savery 

*  *  *  *  * 

The photos on the next page show my arrival at the airport, 
pictures of the Victoria Falls and the group with me in the 
church. The metal pot is the tea urn on the church steps and 
the red bush is a Poinsettia. And … the famous Baobab in 
1957 and now!! 
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Ladies’ Guild annual 
outing… 
The Rectory,  
St James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
And so once again we start the annual round of parish 
treats. While the bell-ringers prefer public houses, and the 
choirboys want fast food outlets, the Ladies’ Guild are 
centred on lavatories. The itinerary is unchangeable: Coach 
drive to coffee stop and lavatory. Coach drive to luncheon 
stop and lavatory. Coach drive to some arbitrary attraction – 
provided it has a tea shop and lavatory. Coach trip home 
with a lavatory (stop en route). 
 
A sub-committee will have been hard at work for the 
previous six months deciding where to visit. The most 
disastrous course of action is to present the group with a 
choice; if two options are provided, they will attract almost 
equal numbers in favour, thus ensuring that half of the 
group will rejoice in saying throughout the day that the other 
option would have been preferable. When it comes to 
decision-making, Stalin had a lot going for him. 
 
My predecessor in this parish left me a terrible legacy; he 
always accompanied the Guild on their day out, thus 
obliging me to do the same. I do, however, travel equipped 
with armaments. “The Times” crossword rules out any 
possibility of conversation for at least the first two hours. 
Three years ago, Mrs Phillips had the audacity to look over 
my shoulder and give me 12 across; she will not make that 
mistake again. A brief nap after these  
intellectual exertions, assuring those around me that I am 
meditating on the theme for next Sunday’s sermon, ensures 
a morning almost free from having to comment on the 
weather, other members of the party, or why I so rarely drop 
in on the Pram Service. 
 
The ideal destination is one where I have a clerical 
colleague, so while the ladies wander about, shop and 
analyse why I still wear the same suit I arrived in 30 years 
ago, we have an agreeable afternoon assassinating the 
characters of bishops and archdeacons and bemoaning the 
standards of a new generation of curates. After our different 
therapies, we all re-assemble at the coach for the return 
journey. 
 
Naturally, there is the traditional wait for those who have 
forgotten where the coach park is. As far as I am 
concerned, a deficit of less than 10% should be entirely 
acceptable. I can think of several husbands who may be 
rather thankful that their wives may not be back as soon as 
they had feared. 
 
Our ladies return, invigorated with the thought of all the bits 
of information about other members in the party that can be 
discreetly shared over the telephone, while I am exhausted 
from 12 hours of attempting to be polite. Meanwhile the 
sub-committee gets a date in the diary for planning next 
year’s lavatorial sequence. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace  

Untimely answered prayer 
During the minister's sermon one Sunday, there was 
suddenly a loud whistle from one of the back pews. Jamie’s 
mother was horrified. She glared him into silence and, after 
church, asked, ‘Jamie, whatever made you do such a 
thing?’  
Jamie explained: ‘I’ve been asking God to teach me to 
whistle for ages, and suddenly, He did!’ 

 Confession 
On the way to church to make his first Confession, my 
nervous seven-year-old grandson asked me what he could 
expect. ‘Confession is where you tell all the bad things 
you’ve done to the priest,’ I told him.  

He looked relieved. ‘Good. I don’t think I’ve done anything 
bad to the priest.’ 

Funeral preparation 
Not long after I arrived to be curate at a small church in a 
village, the phone rang, and a man asked for the minister. 
He wanted to know which Scripture verses applied to 
funeral services. I gave him several references, and he 
jotted them down. ‘But what about the “ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust’ part?’ he asked. I read it to him slowly.  

Then, intending to offer him some sympathy, as well as to 
take the funeral for him, I gently inquired who had died. He 
sighed. ‘My daughter’s rabbit.’ 

Prayer equality 
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she 
would bless every family member, every friend, and every 
animal (current and past). Then for several weeks, after we 
had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all 
girls." This soon became part of her nightly routine, to 
include this closing.   

My curiosity finally got the best of me and I asked why she 
always included the part about ‘all girls’. She replied, 
‘Because everybody always finishes their prayers by saying 
'All Men.’ 

Not covered 
A recent letter that appeared in The Independent 
newspaper: ‘Following the recent major flooding, I find 
myself out of pocket, due to what I am informed is an ”act of 
God.” To avoid future financial embarrassment, please 
could you recommend an atheist insurance company?’ 
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DIARY FOR  JULY 2018 

Sunday  1        Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
     8.00am 1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                    10.00am Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert 
                                    11.00am Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
   
Wednesday 4    10.00am           Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
     11.00am           Vision Plan meeting  - Trinity Chapel 
Thursday 5      9.30am           Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
                                   11.00 am           1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
                                     2.00pm      Meeting to discuss use of  kitchen - St Cuthbert 
                                     7.00pm      Confirmation follow-up - St Cuthbert 
Friday 6    12 noon            Fabric Committee meeting - St Cuthbert 
Saturday 7   10.00am            Wilts & Bath Organists’ Association visit  - St Cuthbert 
                                     7.30pm      Wells Good Afternoon Choir in concert with the Bath Male Choir  - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 8 Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
    10.00 am Parish Eucharist followed by the Fairtrade stall - St Cuthbert   
    11.00pm Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
  4.00pm Evening Prayer - Wookey Hole 
  
Monday 9      7.00pm            St Cuthbert’s PCC meeting 
Wednesday 11    10.00am            Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 12      7.00pm            Ting’s Young Musicians’ Concert  - St Cuthbert 
Friday 13      2.00pm            Crib Festival meeting - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 15 Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00am       Parish Communion  - St Cuthbert  
  11.00am       Matins - Wookey Hole 
  3.00 pm       ‘Summer Tea with the Swan Singers’ 
  
Tuesday 17     9.30 am            Ladies’ Group outing to Killerton 
  2.00pm       St Cuthbert’s Infants service 
Wednesday 18    10.00am            Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 19 9.30am           Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am       1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday 20    10.00am            Intercessions training - St Cuthbert 
Saturday 21    10.00am            Zambia Coffee morning—St Cuthbert  
  1.00pm       Wedding of Greg Michael Richards and Maria Jane Harding - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 22 St Mary Magdalene 
  10.30am      Service for Zambia Link - St Cuthbert  
          followed by lunch with Fr Rogers and Esther Banda from Zambia 
  4.00pm      St Mary Magdalene Patronal Service - Wookey Hole 
  
Monday               23           9.30am            LPAs’ meeting (Trinity Chapel) 
        2.00pm            St Cuthbert’s Juniors’ service 
Wednesday 25    10.00am            Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 26    11.00am            1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday                  27        10.00am             Intercessions training - St Cuthbert  
                                      6.00pm       ‘Fish, Chips and a Beetle Drive’ - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 29 Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
                                      8.00am      1662 Holy Communion - Wookey Hole 
                                    10.00am      Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon      Baptism of Amara Crutchley - St Cuthbert 
  

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

