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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From Revd Clare Cowlin

Introducing myself 
As I write in mid-May, the arrangements for my 
Licensing as Associate Priest at St Cuthbert’s and 
Wookey Hole, on Sunday 3rd June, are coming 
together and I am so pleased that I will be part of 
the Team here. 
I recall visiting St Cuthbert’s many years ago 
when the back of the church was being re-
ordered, and thinking then what a wonderfully 
hospitable place this would be, never imagining    
I would come here – particularly with a dog collar 
on! 
 
In 2013 Nigel and I moved from South West 
London from the Diocese of Southwark  for my 
ordination in Wells Cathedral and to be here for 
my curacy based up the road at St Thomas’ 
church.  After 30 years in London, coming to live 
in Wells took a bit of adjustment, but we soon 
started seeing sign-posts to familiar places like 
Trowbridge, where I had worked for Wiltshire 
Social Services as a domiciliary Occupational 
Therapist for 4 of the 34 years I worked as an OT. 
Nigel and I met in Bath, playing tennis at 
Lansdown Club, so we enjoy going back to our 
old haunts and feeling re-connected with the area.  
 
It was whilst I was Churchwarden at St Mary’s in 
the Mortlake with East Sheen Team Ministry that 

my vocation really took hold and I was 
recommended for ordination training (part-time at 
SEITE - South East Institute for Theological 
Education - based in Southwark and Canterbury). 
 
Now post-curacy, as a non-stipendiary member of 
the clergy, I am fortunate to be able to choose to 
stay based in Wells, and I am very much looking 
forward to being part of parish life again and 
getting to know those who live and worship in the 
parishes of St Cuthbert and Mary Magdalene, 
sharing in your faith journeys and discovering 
what is going on in the church communities and 
ways we link with people beyond the church walls. 
 
So for me, June feels like a new start, but with a 
sense of home-coming. Change can sometimes 
be unsettling, but also life-giving and an 
opportunity to reflect on what has gone before, 
notice our part in the bigger picture and develop 
new links and discover how other people’s stories 
merge and impact ours and help us grow. 
Living alongside others is a natural challenge of 
the Christian way of life, but through sharing and 
knowing ourselves to be loved, forgiven and 
energised by the Spirit of God, dwelling within 
each one of us, hopefully we can feel grounded 
and secure and able to respond to Christ’s 
promptings to live on the edge with outward-
looking care for others and find a new joy in our 



THE WAY I SEE IT – what is 
triggering the violence? 

The first four months of this year were full of news reports of 
stabbings, and even killings, among young people in north London. 
Almost all of the victims and perpetrators were teen-agers, some 
as young as thirteen.   

My grand-daughter, who teaches at a comprehensive school in the 
area, tells me that she and her colleagues are convinced that a 
major factor in this tragic situation is what we now call the ‘social 
media’ – Facebook, Twitter and the rest. They are the constant diet 
of almost all children from primary school age to secondary, and 
the teachers believe that online taunts, insults and challenges to 
respond to them are a major trigger of this violence.  

No increase in police numbers could possibly monitor every street 
spat that ends with a knife being drawn – a spat usually about 
nothing significant at all. ‘You’re stupid!’ ‘You’re fat!’ ‘Keep away 
from my girl-friend!’ ‘You’re scared to come out and face us!’ It’s 
pathetic that young boys, and a few girls, are prepared to risk their 
lives over such insults. But when they are put online, for all to see, 
the insult becomes a public humiliation, and no teen-ager wants 
that. 

Sadly, there’s no way we can dis-invent the social media. But 
somehow this menace must be tackled.  Apparently, half the 
children aged six have access to this world of confusion. Which 
suggests parents might be more alert to the dangers. The truth is, 
insults and threats can’t hurt you if you don’t read them.  But try 
telling that to the addicted! This looks like a long, slow battle for 
civilisation. 

Canon David Winter 

PCC report, May 2018 

The main item for discussion was the Draft Mission Plan that had 
been produced from the ideas and topics discussed at the recent 
Vision Day. Sam noted that this plan reflects the Diocesan vision - 
To place mission and evangelism at the heart of everything that we 
do  - To realign our ministry resources towards mission - To identify, 
develop and use the gifts of all our people (Mission and 
Evangelism releasing the gifts of all).  General discussion took 
place and comments were made regarding the draft plan.  These 
concluded that we really had 3 main categories for developing a 
cohesive plan, they are: Welcome, Growth, Discipleship. 
  
Church warden report noted that Volunteers, a pool of people was 
still needed to help with the setting up for weddings, funerals etc 
even the offer of a paid role had not been fulfilled. 
  
The following dates were announced and noted: Wednesday 13th 
June 6.00pm, the Reredos project to be relaunched;  25th July 
6.00pm,  Beetle Drive and Fish and Chip Supper;  8/9th September, 
Heritage Open Days. 
  
Also PCC gave their consent to Clare Cowlin being licensed in the 
parish and benefice of St Cuthbert’s.  This will take place on 
Sunday 3rd June in St Cuthbert’s at the 10.00am service, led by 
Archdeacon Ann Gell. 
  
Sheila Linegar, PCC secretary 

Filling the gaps 
  

We all know the old adage, one volunteer is worth 10 pressed 
(wo)men. As we celebrate Volunteer Week 2018 (1-7 June) I want 
to give thanks for and to the thousands of volunteers across 
Somerset who love and serve our communities.  

Former US first lady Rosalynn Carter once said that a nation 
without volunteers is a nation without a soul. As we experience 
continued cuts to our local services, it is volunteers who are ‘filling 
the gaps’.  Offering anything from volunteer drivers ensuring 
isolated older people can get to the shops, to church groups 
providing space for young families to meet, to share stories and 
support each other. 

Yet they are not only a lifeline for the more vulnerable groups, all 
our lives are so much richer thanks to our volunteers. 

Our churches, and the ministry of each, rely heavily on the 
generosity of our volunteers. Whether working with children and 
young people, helping serve tea and coffee after a service, 
delivering a reading or leading prayers, or being part of the flower 
or cleaning rota. Your vicar may be a volunteer too – as more 
people are called to serve as self-supporting ministers.  
Volunteering is at the heart of Christian service and 
discipleship. It’s about the stewardship of our time and talents. 

However we are hearing that nationally, volunteering is in decline, 
and so it may take a rethink in our approach to release those 
talents, those gifts.  There are many hugely talented people within 
our churches and our communities but sometimes they may feel 
reticent about putting themselves forward.  People might be too 
humble, or not confident in their own abilities; feel they are not the 
right fit or not ‘churchy’ enough to put their hand up. How much 
more powerful for all of us if someone we know says to us “you’d 
be great for that, you have a real gift for it.” What an 
encouragement!  By having those conversations we recognise and 
release those God-given gifts. 

And let’s be creative. The accountant worshipping in your 
congregation every Sunday whom you have earmarked for the 
Treasurer role next time around might actually have a passion for 
creative prayer. Not everyone wants to do their day job in their 
spare time!  

Imagine how our churches might be transformed if we create the 
roles around the people we have and their gifts, rather than the 
other way around!  

So thank you for your gift of time and talent and be sure to 
encourage those around you in theirs! 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 

From the Registers 2018 

Marriages 
May 12th      Richard Gingell & Sophie Thomas 

May 26th      Daniel Smith & Lucinda Flawn 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
4th May        Zoe Callaby (at the Crematorium) 

17th May      Bruce Bourquin (at the crematorium) 

Antonia Gwynn 
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Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

Christians Together in the Wells Area 

Face painting – by the Churches Together in Wells 
Area – fantastic free fun 

June 9th Market Square from 9am to 1pm (set up 8.30am) 
Get decorated – flowers, butterflies, tigers etc and see if you can 
spot that image of God hidden inside. 
Wells Vineyard are giving out roses and pieces of scripture from 
2pm. 
Revd Rowena Francis 

CTWA Secretary 

  

Traidcraft stall at St Cuthbert 
The next Traidcraft stall will be on Sunday 10th June, after the 
service. 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

Tina Hubball gave a very interesting talk about her work with 
homeless people at Dairy House, Stratton-on-the-Fosse, and one of 
her clients—Conan—explained how difficult it was for him to settle 
down and integrate with other people at first. A large number of 
homeless people, after resorting to drink and drugs, have mental 
problems and end their lives with suicide. Anyone who is able to 
help with Tina’s work would be welcomed. 

Our next meeting will be at Maggie Pattenden’s home: 38 Wand 
Road, Wells at 7.00pm on 19th June. There will be a Food Bring-
and-Buy Stall and a Raffle. Donations will be welcome. 

Our meeting on 17th July will be to the National Trust house at 
Killerton: £10.50 for members, £21.50 for non-members. If any of  
St Cuthbert’s congregation wish to accompany us, please see Mary 
Weare. 

Maureen 

We regret that the Over the Hills and Far Away walk planned for 
Saturday 16th June, has run into a problem: a section of the route 
through the old mining area has been closed to the public for safety 
reasons, and we could not find a viable diversion. 

We will try to find an alternative walk for September. 

Bill Oke and David Green 

Einstein Quiz 1st June 2018  
We were all set for our next quiz on Friday 1st. June in St. Thomas' 
Church Hall, but regret that we have now had to cancel it owing to 
lack of support. 

Michael Bailey  

Wells Refugee Action Group Appeal 

Following the fantastic response to last year’s “Food for Calais” 
appeal, Wells Refugee Action Group are now asking for donations 
of moses baskets, baby blankets and reusable nappies, both the 
old fashioned terry towelling ones and the modern reusable kind. 
We are collecting these items at our Friday morning “drop off” 
sessions, 10.00 to 11.45 at Wells Town Hall. The appeal will run 
until Friday 27th July. Donations are taken to the amazing collection 
centre run by RAFT (Refugee Action for Taunton) from where they 
are distributed to refugee camps both in Europe and Jordan, 
Lebanon, Turkey and Syria. 
  
Many of us keep hold of items for our future grandchildren to find 
that times have moved on and they are no longer the mode. So 
now is the opportunity to put them to good use!  
  
Many thanks. 
Caroline Tetley		
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


  Letter from Wookey Hole 
Like all Anglican churches up and down the land we held our 
Annual General Meeting this month and I suspect we won't have 
been the only one to return the same team and to recognise 
familiar faces at the Archdeacon's Visitation when Churchwardens 
from across the deanery are sworn in for the coming year.This 
year's service was held at West Pennard, an attractive church 
where we received a warm welcome and generous refreshments.                                                                                                                              

With our church's dedication in mind we felt we ought to see the 
recent film ‘Mary Magdalene’ but were very disappointed. Despite 
impressive rocky scenery and the avoidance of  both the Dan 
Brown interpretation and the errors of our own stained glass 
windows the film strangely omitted  the appearance in the garden 
of the Risen Christ to Mary Magdalene, losing her importance as 
the Apostle to the Apostles. This surely could have been a most 
dramatic scene.  Generations of artists seemed to think so.   

With improved weather the  gardening party has been able to 
continue  work on the church garden which now also has a good 
show of flowers. We are very grateful for all their dedicated labour 
and also that of two helpful passing Romanians, who stayed on 
even when the word 'volunteering' was explained to them.                      

 
Elizabeth 

  

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
Everyone enjoyed our May meeting when Sue Williams, one of our 
members, showed us how to make  use of small jars and bottles, 
also a good way to recycle.  By using a variety of string and braids 
Sue covered the bottles which could then be used for flowers. 
Some of the members then worked on their own projects. Sue also 
sells the decorated bottles  and all the proceeds go to The Dorset 
and Somerset Air Ambulance. 

Our next meeting is the A.G.M on Tuesday 5th June. In July 
members will be enjoying a visit to Sidmouth and in August 
afternoon tea in our Secretary's  garden. On September 4th Helen 
Wall, a  keen walker, will be coming to talk to us about places she 
has visited. Helen started walking after bringing up her family when 
she had more time for herself and her talk is aptly named “Never 
too Late”. 

As always new members are always welcome; please contact our 
secretary for details on 01749 675415. 

Lyn Astle 

Wookey Hole WI 
It has been such a busy year, it was almost a relief to arrive at the 
peaceful haven of our annual meeting, so that we could sum up all 
that has been achieved over the last twelve months. Last month 
we had the excitement of the Somerset Federation of WIs 
Centenary parade through Wells. We proudly carried our recently 
completed banner in 
t h e c o m p a n y o f 
hundreds of fellow 
WI members behind 
the band and the 
Town Crier. And a 
contingent of our 
hard working ladies, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h 
members of Wells 
WI, womanned the 
tea and cake tables, 
a n d t h e n o t a b l e 
quantity of washing 
up, in St Cuthbert’s 
Church. Two days later we relaxed, chatted and laughed over a 
delicious lunch at West Horrington to celebrate our own WI’s 71st 

anniversary. 1947 is just within memory for some of us, but we 
seldom admit it. 

At our meeting, President Jill Deane welcomed Lynne and Alison 
from Croscombe WI, who were present in an official capacity to 
oversee the election of our new committee and President. We 
thanked those committee members who had decided to retire, and 
welcomed the fresh contingent. Jill was re-elected unopposed as 
President. The Croscombe ladies also kindly judged the 
competitions, selecting with difficulty their favourites among a 
beautiful collection of garden flowers, and braving a selection of 
drawn and painted imaginary animals that you certainly wouldn’t 
want to encounter in a dark alley. 

Rose Docherty 

A WORD OF THANKS 
  
At the end of April there was a W.I. Centenary Banner Parade 
through Wells which culminated with refreshments in St Cuthberts 
Church.  

Wells and Wookey Hole WI  had agreed to cater for 150 ladies. 
However as the day grew closer the numbers grew to 400. Did we 
panic? Well maybe a little, but thanks to some wonderful ladies 
from both WI's  and others who appreciated our need ,we were 
prepared for the invasion. Cakes were appearing from all directions 
including Burns the Bread who donated several trays of  cakes to 
us. 

Thank you to Antonia, our Church Warden, who was a great help 
and to the wonderful kitchen team who kept the coffee and tea 
flowing; not an easy task when everyone entered the Church at the 
same time. Thanks to all those who found themselves helping in so 
many ways. 

Did we manage it ? Of course we did ....We are the WI ! 

We carried our Banners with pride and each one told the story of 
towns and villages throughout Somerset. The streets of Wells were 
ringing with the sound of Jerusalem and the threatened rain 
thankfully did not appear. It was an amazing day. 

Jill Deane ...President Wookey Hole WI. 
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With June weddings in mind… 

Marriages are made in heaven. (Alfred Tennyson) 

Judge: ‘Have you ever been cross examined before?’    
Accused: ‘Yes, your honour, I am a married man.’ 

At her wedding the bride tripped and fell into the arms of the vicar.  
‘That’s the first time I’ve held a fallen woman,’ he quipped.  To which 
she retorted: ‘It’s the first time I’ve been picked up by a vicar!’ 

Advice to young clergy on preaching: ‘Consider the postage 
stamp.  Its usefulness consists in its ability to stick to one thing until 
it gets there.’ 

The Bill 
Some years ago, an artist was commissioned to restore a mural in a 
Yorkshire Church.  He did the work and submitted a bill, but the 
authorities refused to pay until they had specific details of the work 
done, so another bill was submitted, and this is how it read: 

To: 

Washing High Priest’s Servants - 10 shillings and sixpence 
Cleaning out St. David’s ears - 2 shillings 
Polishing up Pontius Pilate and putting new ribbons in his hat - 8 
shillings 
Renewing Heaven, adjusting the stars and cleaning the moon - 7 
shillings 
Brightening up the flames of hell, putting a new tail on the devil and 
doing odd jobs for the damned -  £1 eleven shillings and one penny 
Touching up purgatory and restoring four lost souls -  7 shillings 
Improving appearance of Pharaoh’s daughter - 2 shillings 
Mending shirt of Prodigal Son - 2 shillings 
  
The bill was paid without comment. 

In praise of knitting 

Knitting can be astonishingly good for you.  This gentle hobby has 
been found to lower blood pressure, reduce depression, keep your 
mind alert, slow the onset of dementia, distracts from chronic pain 
(such as arthritis), boost wellbeing, and reduce loneliness. 

A major study by the organisation Knit for Peace has found that 
knitting lowers the heart rate by an average of 11 beats per minute 
and induces ‘an enhanced state of calm.’  The repetitive movement 
also boosts calming serotonin, which lifts your mood and dulls any 
pain.   Knitting also boosts the reward centres of the brain, because 
it allows people to feel that they can still make a contribution to 
society. 

In Britain, where the NHS spends more than £2 billion each year on 
blood pressure treatments, around £300 million on antidepressants, 
and about £26 billion on dementia, and unknown billions on various 
chronic pain, perhaps more people should take up knitting.  As one 
expert says: ‘Research has shown that there is a growing crisis in 
primary care.  As a skilled and creative occupation, knitting has 
therapeutic potential.  There is an enormous amount of research 
showing that knitting has physical and mental health benefits.’ 

Go germ, go 

You may be wasting your money on antibacterial wipes and sprays 
because common germs can replicate themselves in just 20 
minutes, recolonising to their original mass.  And so it is that Dr 
Clare Lanyon, a biomedical scientist from Northumbria University, 
says that using wipes on kitchen surfaces is in fact ‘an absolutely 
redundant’ exercise.  

Following a programme for the BBC, Dr Lanyon said: ‘The point of 
the show is that you don’t need to be so fastidious in cleaning your 
home because you can’t actually remove all bacteria, and nor would 
we want to – exposing ourselves to everyday pathogens is good in 
keeping the immune system healthy and strong.’ 

She goes on, ‘Personally, I don’t waste my time purchasing 
antibacterial products for the home… our research found that a lot 
of antibacterial cleaning products were not as effective as good old-
fashioned soap and water.’  

Unsound greeting 

The vicar at a local church experienced some technical problems 
with the sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service 
as usual with ‘The Lord be with you’, he said: ‘There’s something 
wrong with this microphone.’ 

Not hearing this, the congregation responded: ‘And also with you.’ 

Letting off steam 

If you’ve ever been exasperated with a priest, spare a thought for 
bishops, who have to work with hundreds of them.  Here are some 
assessments of clergy, made by bishops whose patience was 
perhaps wearing thin…. 

‘Mr Smith believes his last parish made him a scapegoat, as did his 
three previous parishes.’ 

‘Mr Brown would be out of his depth in a church car park puddle.’ 

‘Miss Green has delusions of adequacy.’ 

‘Mr White, having reached rock bottom, has started to dig.’ 

‘His last parish would follow him anywhere – if only out of morbid 
curiosity.’ 
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WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

THURSDAY  7th June 
7.30pm A Fantastic Woman (15)   

Academy Award winner for Best Foreign Language Film, 

this superb Chilean film centres on Marina, a transgender 
waitress and aspiring singer coping with the untimely death 
of her boyfriend. A beautifully compassionate and tender 
look at the everyday obstacles of trans existence. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.   

Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3. 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Mothers’ Union 
At our April meeting Bev Jullien, the MU CEO, joined us at St 
Thomas Church in Wells and spoke about the work and her future 
ideas for Mothers' Union, including MULOA ( Mothers' Union 
Listening, Observing, Acting). She is an inspiring speaker and was 
an encouragement  for us. 

Our next meeting in this Deanery is on Thursday 21 June at 
11.30am in the Bishop's Chapel at the Bishop's Palace in Wells 
when we will be joining with others for the Cathedral Payers. We 
also hope to hear from those who have recently returned from a 
visit to Zambia to hear about the work of the MU there. 

We then plan to have lunch together at the Bishop's Table cafe 
when we can talk about the future of our local Deanery Group as 
the attendance has dropped over recent months. 

Our MU group has, however, been active in supporting a local 
Toddler Group by once a month helping out with the refreshments 
which supports the organizers who have their own children 
attending and so spending time doing that is difficult for them. If you 
would like to help with this please let Margaret Hendy know. 

Everyone is very welcome to our June meeting whether you are a 
member of MU or not - see you there! 

Lynn Rendell 

	Too late 

First friend: ‘It took me forty years to discover I had 
not the gifts for Holy Orders.’ 

Second friend: ‘Goodness, whatever did you do 
when you found out?’ 

First friend: ‘It was too late to do  anything! By then I 
was a bishop!’ 

	Beautiful Days 

(Hebrews 13:5) 

Lord, it’s a beautiful day 

sun shining, 
birds singing, 
blossom and flowers at their best.  

I’m thankful, 
but so, so lonely, 
so, so sad. 

Summer doesn’t fill the gap, 
it widens it. 
Smiles and shorts and sun-cream, 

the holiday plans of others 
magnify my loss. 
  

Lord help me, please. 
Restore my strength, 
hold me close and safe 

in the reality of your presence –  
which my loved one also shares! 
He is with you, 

you are with me, 
and so we are connected 
by love-links which cannot be broken. 

We still share the beautiful days you give, 
just differently. 
Thank you, Lord. 

  
By Daphne Kitching 

Enjoy a summer tea with 
the Swan Singers. 

Wells-based choir, the Swan Singers, will 
be performing at St Cuthbert’s Church on 
Sunday 15th July at 3.00 pm. 

The programme is called ‘Faire is the Heaven’ and will showcase 
some of the most glorious church music written by English 
composers from the 16th to the 20th century.   

There will also be lots of light, fun stuff too. 

And a cream tea! 

More information and tickets will be available in the Church Office, or 
at:   swansingersinfo@gmail.com  

Baptism 

A father is in church with three of his young children, including his 
five year-old daughter. As was customary, he sat in the very front row 
so that the children could properly witness the service. 

During this particular service, the minister was performing the 
baptism of a tiny infant. The little girl was taken by this, observing 
that he was saying something and pouring water over the infant's 
head.  With a quizzical look on her face, the little girl turned to her 
father and asked: “Daddy,  why is he brainwashing that baby??” 
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18 On church tourists 
and outrageous lies 
The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I was sorry to hear of the dawn call by the police because your 
church had been broken into, although the theft of tambourines, 
books of choruses and banners proclaiming "Jesus wants me for a 
Sunbeam" are likely to have a limited market. But you are fortunate 
that those are the only unexpected call-outs you receive. 
 
Those of us with ancient churches are resigned to receiving 
telephone calls from people living in remote corners of the globe 
who happen to be on holiday in England and want to trace long-lost 
relatives who were married or buried in our parishes. They 
invariably seem amazed when they find you are not personally 
familiar with someone who died 400 years ago, what family still 
exists, where they live and what interesting anecdotes you know 
about their ancestors - preferably something criminal. Any attempts 
to put them off will be deflected by being told that they fly home 
tomorrow and since they are booked at a show in London that 
evening, could they come round early afternoon? 
 
Once inside the church, they will expect a conducted tour. I have a 
competition with myself to see how outrageous I can make our 
history, yet still be believed. One family now thinks that the conical 
tomb in the churchyard is the last visible tip of the spire of the 
famous cathedral which once stood on this spot but sank into the 
ground when cursed by a bride who was jilted at its altar. 
 
A second couple now know that a locked safe contains a set of 
pagan gods which were worshipped by an obscure sect in the 
parish during the time of the Tudor monarchs. They were removed 
by the incumbent of the day and locked away. Only the Rector is 
allowed a key and is only permitted to look inside at the contents on 
the day he leaves office, as the sight is too terrible. 
 
Yet another are convinced that several dozen mediaeval gold 
chalices are buried in the rectory garden, where they were hidden 
from Cromwell's soldiers and their exact location has been 
forgotten (I told that story when I was looking for volunteers to dig 
over the rose beds). 
 
Should they get as far as the vestry to inspect the registers of 
baptisms,  marriages and burials, you know that the afternoon is 
lost. It can occasionally hasten their departure by casually telling 
them to ignore the mice which will be running round the floor - 
although hardened visitors are likely to set up their tripods to catch 
them on film. 
 
The ultimate deterrent is to suggest they stay to Evensong which I 
am about to say. That is guaranteed to remind them that they have 
an urgent appointment back at their hotel. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 



PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 J
un

e 
20

18
DIARY FOR  JUNE 2018 

Saturday		 2											7.30	pm	 	 Concert	-	The	Gesualdo	Six	-	St	Cuthbert	

		
Sunday	 3	 First	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	 																																													8.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 10.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	and	licensing	of	Revd.	Clare	Cowlin	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 11.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 	
Wednesday	 6	 		10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	the	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 7	 					9.30am	 	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 11.00	am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 7.00pm	 	 Confirmation	Preparation	-	St	Cuthbert	
		
Sunday	 10	 Second	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	 	 10.00	am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	followed	by	the	Fairtrade	stall	-	St	Cuthbert		 	
	 	 11.00pm	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 4.00pm	 	 Evening	Prayer	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 	
Wednesday	 13	 		10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 6.00pm	 	 Reredos	Reception	
Thursday	 14	 					9.30am	 	 LPA	meeting	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 7.00pm	 	 Confirmation	Peparation	-	St	Cuthbert	
Saturday	 16	 	 Somerset	Schools’	Dance	Festival	
		
Sunday	 17	 Third	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	 	 10.00am	 	 Parish	Communion		-	St	Cuthbert		
	 	 11.00am	 	 Matins	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Tuesday	 19	 					7.00pm	 	 Ladies’	Group	Garden	Evening	
Wednesday	 20	 			10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 7.30pm	 	 Rehearsal	for	Diocesan	Choral	Festival	-	St	Cuthbert.	
	Thursday	 21	 					9.30am	 	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 7.00pm	 	 Confirmation	Service	-	St	Cuthbert	
		
Sunday	 24	 Birth	of	John	the	Baptist	
	 	 8.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Wookey	Hole	 	 	 	 	
	 	 10.00am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert		
	 	 	
Wednesday	 27	 			10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 28	 			11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 7.00pm	 	 Confirmation	follow-up	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 7.30pm	 	 CTWA	forum	-	St	Cuthbert	
Friday	 29		 					5.30pm	 	 Wedding	rehearsal	-	St	Cuthbert	
Saturday												30	 					1.00pm	 	 Wedding	of	Jamie	Kirby	and	Lisa	Morley	

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
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18 GENERAL	DATA	PROTECTION	REGULATION	

You	may	remember	that	I	wrote	about	this	exciting	(!)	topic	in	the	April	
Parish	News.		Well	now	there	are	further	developments.		The	regulation	
came	into	effect	on	25th	May,	so	we	have	to	move	forward	with	gaining	
your	consent	to	keeping	and	using	your	personal	data.			We	need	this	from	
everyone	on	the	Electoral	Roll	and	any	others	who	have	regular	contact	
with	the	church	eg	who	receive	Parish	News.	

We	now	have	a	Data	Privacy	Notice	which	outlines	how	we	will	use	your	
data	and	we	ask	that	you	read	this	and	then	complete	the	form	if	you	are	
happy	to	grant	consent	for	the	church	to	use	your	details	for	the	purposes	
on	the	form.		You	can	give	consent	to	all,	one	or	none	of	the	purposes.			

Thank	you	very	much	for	helping	us	fulfil	our	legal	obligations.		Please	do	
ask	if	you	have	any	questions,	or	need	further	information.	

Antonia	(Churchwarden)	and	the	PCC	of	St	Cuthbert’s	Church	

The	Parochial	Church	Council	(PCC)	of														
St	Cuthbert's	Church,	Wells	

DATA	PRIVACY	NOTICE	
	1.	Your	personal	data	–	what	is	it?	
Personal	data	relates	to	a	living	individual	who	can	be	identified	from	that	
data.		Identification	can	be	by	the	information	alone	or	in	conjunction	with	
any	other	information	in	the	data	controller’s	possession	or	likely	to	come	
into	such	possession.	The	processing	of	personal	data	is	governed	by	the	
General	Data	Protection	Regulation	(the	“GDPR”).	
		
2.	Who	are	we?		
The	PCC	of	St	Cuthbert's,	Wells	is	the	data	controller	(contact	details	
below).		This	means	it	decides	how	your	personal	data	is	processed	and	for	
what	purposes.	
		
3.	How	do	we	process	your	personal	data?	
The	PCC	of	St	Cuthbert's,	Wells	complies	with	its	obligations	under	the	
“GDPR”	by	keeping	personal	data	up	to	date;	by	storing	and	destroying	it	
securely;	by	not	collecting	or	retaining	excessive	amounts	of	data;	by	
protecting	personal	data	from	loss,	misuse,	unauthorised	access	and	
disclosure	and	by	ensuring	that	appropriate	technical	measures	are	in	place	
to	protect	personal	data.	
		
We	use	your	personal	data	for	the	following	purposes:	-	
To	enable	us	to	provide	a	voluntary	service	for	the	benefit	of	the	public	in	a	

particular	geographical	area;		
To	administer	membership	records;		
To	fundraise	and	promote	the	interests	of	the	charity;		
To	manage	our	employees	and	volunteers;		
To	maintain	our	own	accounts	and	records	(including	the	processing	of	gift	

aid	applications);	
To	inform	you	of	news,	events,	activities	and	services	running	at	St	

Cuthbert’s;	
To	share	your	contact	details	with	the	Diocesan	office	so	they	can	keep	you	

informed	about	news	in	the	diocese	and	events,	activities	and	
services	that	will	be	occurring	in	the	diocese	and	in	which	you	
may	be	interested.	

		
4.	What	is	the	legal	basis	for	processing	your	personal	data?	
Explicit	consent	of	the	data	subject	so	that	we	can	keep	you	informed	

about	news,	events,	activities	and	services	and	keep	you	informed	
about	diocesan	events.	

Processing	is	necessary	for	carrying	out	legal	obligations	in	relation	to	Gift	
Aid	or	under	employment,	social	security	or	social	protection	law,	or	a	
collective	agreement;	

Processing	is	carried	out	by	a	not-for-profit	body	with	a	political,	
philosophical,	religious	or	trade	union	aim	provided:	-	

the	processing	relates	only	to	members	or	former	members	(or	
those	who	have	regular	contact	with	it	in	connection	with	
those	purposes);	and		

there	is	no	disclosure	to	a	third	party	without	consent.		
		
5.	Sharing	your	personal	data 
Your	personal	data	will	be	treated	as	strictly	confidential	and	will	only	be	
shared	with	other	members	of	the	church	in	order	to	carry	out	a	service	to	
other	church	members	or	for	purposes	connected	with	the	church.	We	will	
only	share	your	data	with	third	parties	outside	the	parish	with	your	
consent.		Individual	data	sharing	agreements	will	be	made	with	those	
whose	personal	data	is	being	made	public;	or	whose	data	is	sensitive.		The	
form	of	those	agreements	will	be	approved	by	the	PCC	and	may	vary	
according	to	circumstance.	
		

6.	How	long	do	we	keep	your	personal	data? 
We	keep	data	in	accordance	with	the	guidance	set	out	in	the	guide	“Keep	
or	Bin:	Care	of	Your	Parish	Records”	which	is	available	from	the	Church	of	
England	website.	
Specifically,	we	retain	electoral	roll	data	while	it	is	still	current;	gift	aid	
declarations	and	associated	paperwork	for	up	to	6	years	after	the	calendar	
year	to	which	they	relate;	and	parish	registers	(baptisms,	marriages,	
funerals)	permanently.	
7.	Your	rights	and	your	personal	data			
Unless	subject	to	an	exemption	under	the	GDPR,	you	have	the	following	
rights	with	respect	to	your	personal	data:	-	

The	right	to	request	a	copy	of	your	personal	data	which	the	PCC	of	St	
Cuthbert's,	Wells	holds	about	you;		

The	right	to	request	that	the	PCC	of	St	Cuthbert's,	Wells	corrects	any	
personal	data	if	it	is	found	to	be	inaccurate	or	out	of	date;			

The	right	to	request	your	personal	data	is	erased	where	it	is	no	
longer	necessary	for	the	PCC	of	St	Cuthbert's,	Wells	to	retain	
such	data;	

The	right	to	withdraw	your	consent	to	the	processing	at	any	time	
The	right	to	request	that	the	data	controller	provide	the	data	subject	

with	his/her	personal	data	and	where	possible,	to	transmit	that	
data	directly	to	another	data	controller,	(known	as	the	right	to	
data	portability),	(where	applicable)		

The	right,	where	there	is	a	dispute	in	relation	to	the	accuracy	or	
processing	of	your	personal	data,	to	request	a	restriction	is	
placed	on	further	processing;	

The	right	to	object	to	the	processing	of	personal	data,	(where	
applicable)		

The	right	to	lodge	a	complaint	with	the	Information	Commissioners	
Office.	
		

8.	Further	processing	
If	we	wish	to	use	your	personal	data	for	a	new	purpose,	not	covered	by	this	
Data	Protection	Notice,	then	we	will	provide	you	with	a	new	notice	
explaining	this	new	use	prior	to	commencing	the	processing	and	setting	
out	the	relevant	purposes	and	processing	conditions.	Where	and	whenever	
necessary,	we	will	seek	your	prior	consent	to	the	new	processing.	
		
9.	Contact	Details	
To	exercise	all	relevant	rights,	queries	of	complaints	please	in	the	first	
instance	contact	the	Parish	Administrator	at	the	Church	Office.	

		
You	can	contact	the	Information	Commissioners	Office	on	0303	123	1113	

or	via	email	https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/email/	or	at	the	
Information	Commissioner's	Office,	Wycliffe	House,	Water	Lane,	Wilmslow,	
Cheshire.	SK9	5AF.	

	 	 																																										APRIL	2018	

https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/email/
https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/email/


KEEPING	IN	TOUCH	

St	Cuthbert,	Wells	

Your	privacy	is	important	to	us,	and	we	want	to	communicate	with	church	members	in	a	way	which	has	their	consent,	and	
which	is	in	line	with	UK	law	on	data	protection.		As	a	result	of	a	change	in	UK	law,	we	now	need	your	consent	to	how	we	
contact	you.	Please	fill	in	the	contact	details	you	want	us	to	use	to	communicate	with	you:	

Name																					__________________________________________________		

Address:			__________________________________________________	

	 					 __________________________________________________	

Email	Address:					__________________________________________________	

Phone	Number:			__________________________________________________	

By	signing	this	form	you	are	confirming	that	you	are	consenting	to	the	PCC	of	St	Cuthbert,	Wells	holding	and	processing	your	
personal	data	for	the	following	purposes	(please	tick	the	boxes	where	you	grant	consent):-	

I	consent	to	the	church:		

☐		Contacting me	by		o post			o phone	or	o email  to keep me informed about news, events,			

						activities	and	services	at	St	Cuthbert’s	church			

☐		Including	my	details	in	the	relevant	lists	kept	by	church	members	eg	rotas,	circulation	

						lists,	electoral	roll.		The	PCC	is	responsible	for	ensuring	that	this	data	is	processed	and	

						stored	securely	

☐		Sharing	my	contact	details	with	the	Diocese	of	Bath	and	Wells	so	they	can	keep	me	

						informed	about	news,	events,	activities	and	services	that	will	be	occurring	in	the	diocese		

						and	which	are	directly	relevant	to	the	role	I	am	undertaking;	

		

Signed:		______________________________	Dated:	_______________________________	

You	can	grant	consent	to	all	the	purposes;	one	of	the	purposes	or	none	of	the	purposes.		Where	you	do	not	grant	consent	we	
will	not	be	able	to	use	your	personal	data;	(so	for	example	we	may	not	be	able	to	let	you	know	about	forthcoming	services	and	
events);	except	in	certain	limited	situations,	such	as	where	required	to	do	so	by	law	or	to	protect	members	of	the	public	from	
serious	harm.	You	can	find	out	more	about	how	we	use	your	data	from	our	“Privacy	Notice”	which	is	available	from	our	
website	or	from	the	Parish	Office.	

You	can	withdraw	or	change	your	consent	at	any	time	by	contacting	the	Parish	Administrator	at	St	Cuthbert’s	Parish	Office,	St	
Cuthbert’s	Street,	Wells	BA5	2AW	Email:		office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk.		Please	note	that	all	processing			of	your	personal	data	
will	cease	once	you	have	withdrawn	consent,	other	than	where	this	is	required	by	law,	but		this	will	not	affect	any	personal	
data	that	has	already	been	processed	prior	to	this	point.	

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
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