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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear Friends 

This month of May sees the first anniversary of our 
family’s arrival in Wells and Wookey Hole, and of my 
ministry with you. It therefore seems an appropriate time 
to be looking back and reflecting on the first chapter of our 
journey together. As I write this, we have recently held 
Annual Meetings in both parishes, which have been a 
chance to do just that, and have prompted me to reflect on 
the progress so far. 

The life and times of a parish are not always thought of in 
terms of ‘progress’. For some people, the sole purpose of 
church is to be a place of refuge from the ‘progress’ of the 
world around it, which seems to them to be no kind of 
improvement at all. In fact, this is an attitude that I have 
most frequently encountered outside the church 
congregation. For example, many clergy and church folk 
have had experience of proposing a change to the church 
building, which the congregation are squarely behind 
because, being there regularly, they see the sense of it, 
only to find that vociferous opposition emerges from those 
who are rarely if ever seen in the building. Their objection 
is that changes are being made to ‘their’ church! 

These are attitudes to the building, not the faith and 
worship that church buildings are there to provide shelter 
for, but the same can sometimes be said of attitudes and 
beliefs, too. I have often had the experience of people 
outside of the regular church congregation turning to me in 
conversation with the assumption that, whatever the latest 
trends and changes of our modern society, I must be 

against them, because I wear a clerical collar. God is 
unchanging, so social attitudes must be also, they reason. 

Apart from the obvious response, that the ‘traditional’ views 
of our grandparents’ generation that some might seek to 
preserve were themselves radical and new in their time, 
there is a more important point here. When I look back over 
the year since my arrival, I look for signs of hope, 
improvement, and progress, and I believe I can see several. 
That’s not, I hope, because of some self-serving desire to 
outdo the last vicar, or impress the archdeacon. I look for 
signs of progress because I believe in a God who has 
offered us a new light and a new life in Jesus, and a vision of 
a world that is constantly being renewed in him. 

It’s built into our DNA as Christians to be people of 
progress. Yes, we believe that Jesus died and rose again 
on a date in history, but we also believe that we are daily 
being renewed by the promise of God to be transformed 
by that event and drawn into his life. 

So, looking back over this first year and further back into 
time, I give thanks for our ancestors in the faith in Wells 
and Wookey Hole who had the forward-thinking vision to 
build the wonderful church buildings that we still rejoice in 
caring for and using. And my hope for us as Christ’s 
followers in these places is that we will continue to move 
forward and find new ways to sing God’s praises together. 



Godparents – a real role to play 

To be asked to become a godparent is a real honour.  Ideally, it 
should go on to become a lifelong commitment that turns into 
a deep and loving relationship between godparent and child.  
Sadly, too often it wanes into a duty to be met by Christmas 
presents and birthday cheques. 

A godparent is a member of the family ‘once removed’, and in 
an ideal position to enjoy the company of the young person 
without any parental responsibility.  Godparents can share 
their life experiences, hobbies and past-times with the 
youngster, and thus greatly enrich their childhood.   

These days many godparents are chosen with the idea of 
guardianship in mind, in case anything ever happens to the 
parents. But the practise of appointing godparents goes back 
many hundreds of years. 

Godparents were originally known as sponsors, from the Latin 
word spondere, meaning ‘to promise’.  In pagan times a 
sponsor had to be known to the bishop when a person was 
introduced into the church.   Godparents have the job of 
speaking up for the child.   They must themselves have been 
baptised, though not necessarily confirmed.   

Canon Law advises that ‘for every child there are no fewer 
than three godparents’   

Often parents choose two people from the same sex as the 
baby, and one other male/female.  They can be friends or even 
members of the family.   

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  
Tiepolo’s Trinity altarpiece 

(see cover picture) 

On Sunday 27th May we shall be praising God as the Holy 
Trinity: three in one and one in three. Preachers will be 
pointing perhaps to the tree with its root, trunk and branches or 
to a human being with will, heart and mind. Or to symbols of 
the Trinity with the triangle or three interwoven circles. They 
are all images inviting us to ponder our world and be led from 
here to God: words and signs that take us into the mystery of 
God’s glory and being. 

That was the experience of an early pope, St Clement, when 
he was at prayer. He was granted a vision of the Trinity which 
is the theme of this sketch of 1735 by Tiepolo – a painting for 
an altarpiece commissioned by the Archbishop of Cologne. In 
true Italian rococo style, it is full of vitality and life and colour. 
But at heart it is the scene of one man kneeling in prayer. He 
holds no signs of his papal authority for the cherub has charge 
of his three-barred crozier. It is a moment in worship: by the 
cherub, the incense is burning on a step. And above the steps, 
to St Clement’s amazement, the altar has burst into life. We 
see the risen Christ holding His cross, the dove hovering and 
ready to alight, and above, God the Father, leaning down to 
the saint. Clouds and angels surround the scene like the 
shekinah, the glory of God that shone out in the Temple and 
on the mount of Transfiguration. 

The vision brings to life the signs of the Trinity we see in 
churches on altar frontals and in stained glass. It calls us with 
St Clement not just to ponder, but to offer to God the Holy 
Trinity our wills in service and our hearts in love. The well-
known prayer of St Richard of Chichester expresses those 
three hopes: to know God more clearly, to love Him more 
dearly and to follow Him more nearly, not only on Trinity 
Sunday but day by day. 

So much to celebrate 
Pride is something we all need to be careful about. It is regarded 
as one of the ‘seven deadly sins’ and it is often said that ‘Pride 
comes before a fall’. John Ruskin captured that thought when he 
said that ‘Pride is at the bottom of all great mistakes’. And that is 
probably true. Misplaced pride, over-exaggerated pride, 
egotistical pride probably does lie behind the great tragedies of 
human history. Wars are often fought because pride is involved 
somewhere. And as we know to our own cost, pride can 
seriously  affect and undermine the relationships we have with 
friends and family. 
  
But pride may not always be bad. Writers and philosophers 
have at times tried to distinguish between ‘good pride’ and ‘bad 
pride’. And whilst it may not be possible to differentiate 
completely between them, I think we have a sense of what 
‘good pride’ looks like. And 11 May is a day to celebrate ‘good 
pride’, for that is Somerset Day. It was chosen, because on 11 
May 878AD King Alfred the Great roused the people of 
Somerset to fight and subsequently defeat the invading Viking 
army. And whilst people argue about whether or not he can be 
regarded as the first true King of England, he is the only English 
monarch to be accorded the title "the Great". 
  
I think I am right in saying that Somerset was the third largest 
county in England although the original county boundary now 
includes other local authorities. Somerset Day however 
celebrates all that is good about the wonderful county of 
Somerset. It seeks to give Somerset more identity and is an 
occasion for all of us who live here to give thanks for the beauty 
and diversity which we sometimes take for granted. It is too 
easy to drive through villages and towns, through the stunning 
landscapes which come alive in different seasons and to fail to 
thank God for the gifts of his creation all around us.  
  
On Somerset Day let’s make an effort to pray for our local 
communities and those who serve us in every walk of life. There 
is so much to celebrate, so much to thank God for and so much 
to be proud of. 
  
With my prayers and best wishes, 
  
The Right Revd Peter Hancock 

For more information on Somerset Day visit :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 www.somersetday.com  
               
or find them on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

Want to get involved?  Email   info@somersetday.com 

From the Registers 2018 

Marriage 
April 14th    Luigi Ricardo Costanza & Rheanna Ellouise Rumley 

Baptism 
April 1st      Alana Emily Willmott 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
April 4th      Hazel Imogen Willmott 

April 5th      Donald George Holley 

April 6th      Pamela Stevens 

April 16th    Roy Andrews 

April 25th    Eric Willmott 

Antonia Gwynn
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Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

Christians Together in the Wells Area 
At the CTWA Annual General Meeting held at the Wells Methodist 
Church on Sunday 5th April : 

•  Sam became Chair, in place of 

•  Revd Rowena Francis (Wells United Church) who is now 
Secretary, 

•  Neil Watson (St Thomas’) is Treasurer. 

Mary Martin 

  

Traidcraft stall at St Cuthbert 
This is normally held on the second Sunday, but this month it has 
had to be moved to 20th May (after the Pentecost service).after the 
morning service on Sunday 8th April. 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

Before moving to Wells, the Very Reverend John Davies told us, he 
was a Canon at Derby Cathedral. He explained to us his many 
duties at our larger cathedral, dealing with and raising funds for 
repairs to the structure of the building; also caring for the regular 
congregation as well as the 250,000 visitors that enter each year. 
He praised the volunteer ‘Welcomers’. 

He said that he enjoys meeting and talking to local groups, and 
explaining the work done in the Diocese. 

Maureen 

The Over the Hills and Far Away walk this year will be on Saturday 
16th June, This year it is a circular walk starting from Timsbury, 
heading East to Tunley and returning to Timsbury ‘by another 
route’. It is about 6 miles, with many interesting features and 
delightful scenery. 

We will meet near the Post Office to start promptly at 10.30am. 

Sponsorship forms and further information will be available from Bill 
Oke and David Green 

Einstein Quiz 1st June 2018 - do join us!  
Our next quiz is on Friday 1st. June in St. Thomas' Church Hall at 
7pm.  We need more teams and players to join us. More people 
more fun! 
Teams of up to four players ; each player pays £5. We all bring our 
own drinks and delicious cakes tea and coffee can be purchased 
for a donation at half time. 
  
The Golden Box prize now stands at over £300 and there are only 
three magic envelopes left.  
  
If you wish to book please phone [01749677201]  or email me 
[meajrb@aol.com ]  or contact Antonia at the Church Office . 
  
Look forward to 
seeing you  
  
Michael Bailey  

Bank Holiday 
break 

It’s always nice to see 
people with plenty of 
get-up-and-go, 
especially if some of 
them are visiting you. 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow
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  Letter from Wookey Hole 
 
We have had two very memorable services this month, Mothering 
Sunday and Easter Day . At each, numbers were swelled by 
visitors ,both family and people staying in the village and as so 
often in our church we had the wonderful enrichment of music 
organised by Juliet and Lucy in addition to our own Richard. This 
was very much enjoyed,particularly on Easter Day by a little three-
year old who danced in the aisles to the hymns and by a visiting 
guide dog who didn't quite beat time with his paws but was 
enthralled by the orchestra. Both services offered welcome and 
inspiration to the familiar congregation and to the occasional. 
 
The snow-delayed gardening party finally happened and the 
grounds are looking tidier and are now adorned with a display of 
daffodils. Come on birds-we're waiting.             

There are two special events this month. On Sunday, May 13th 
Sam is coming to talk about stewardship at the 11.00 service and 
on Sunday,May 27th at11.00 there will be Morning Praise,also 
taken by Sam, followed by a picnic in the church grounds to which 
everyone in the village is invited. So let your neighbours know and 
bring them along.  

Elizabeth 
  

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
Our speaker in April was Steve Derby who is a great fan of Laurel 
and Hardy.  Steve was 20  years of age when he watched a 
sketch performed by the pair and he became a very devoted fan 
and still is to this day. For Steve the comedy is innocent using 
skilled script writing and it appeals to every age group.  

Stan Laurel was born in Ulverston in the Lake District,  his Father 
was the manager of the local theatre but he didn’t want Stan to go 
into the business. They moved to Glasgow for his fathers work.  
Stan still felt drawn to entertain and  performed a sketch in a 
theatre in Glasgow which his Father watched and thought it so 
good  he encouraged him to carry on performing. Stan Jefferson 
was his real name, this contained 13 letters which he considered 
unlucky so he changed his surname to Laurel. 

Oliver Hardy was born in Harlem, Georgia. He had a very good 
tenor voice and in 1975 The Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia got 
to no 2 in the British charts. He started training as a lawyer, but in 
1913 moved to Jacksonville to work as an actor. His stage name 
was Oliver Norvell Hardy, his nicknames were Ollie or Babe. 

It was 1927 when they first got together as a comedy duo and 
they had brilliant chemistry which enabled them to work well 
together. They went on to make 107 films, including silent short 
films, but only received one award: for the film The Music Box. 
Laurel was responsible for a lot of writing and editing of their 
scripts.  

Stan Laurel was a prodigious letter writer and would always reply 
to letters from his fans, this increased when he retired and 
became more reclusive after Olivers death. 

In later years work dried up and neither of them enjoyed the best 
of health. Oliver Hardy had  a heart attack in1956 followed by a 
stroke in 1957 from which he never recovered. Stan Laurel died in 
1965 in Santa Monica where  he had made his home. Throughout 
their careers they were well liked and respected by colleagues 
and much loved by the public. 

After questions and discussion, Lyn gave a vote of thanks’ 

Our next meeting will be a craft afternoon with Sue Williams  on 
Tuesday May 1st . New members very welcome,  

Linda Danson 

Wookey Hole WI 
President Jill Deane welcomed members and our speaker to the 
April meeting, which saw the unveiling of our newly completed 
banner. The design incorporates not only the famous cave and 
witch, and the date of the founding of Wookey Hole WI seventy one 
years ago, but also the colours of the suffragist movement which 
resulted in the granting of the vote to some women for the first time 
a hundred years ago. Jill thanked the members of the working 
party who had worked very hard to a tight time schedule to have 
the banner ready for us to carry it in the Somerset Federation 
Centenary Parade through Wells on 28 April this year. She also 
presented each of them with a souvenir mug featuring a photo of 
the banner. 

Our speaker Miss Angela Pitt told us how she had volunteered to 
work at a Giant Panda rescue centre in China. While she was there 
she fed and cleaned up after a number of the bears, and took 
many candid photographs of their rather lazy life. Interestingly, the 
panda, as well as five fingers, has an extra thumb to help in 
grasping the stems of bamboo. She admitted that she once made 
what could have been a very dangerous mistake, in trying to hand 
feed one bear with an apple, she was bitten on the hand. Luckily 
there was an ambulance nearby and she was treated very quickly. 
Pandas have enormous appetites for their almost exclusively 
bamboo diet, each eating in a day as much as a man can carry. 
The rescue centre needs its own plantation of bamboo just to keep 
pace and cater to just six adult bears and a baby.   The Chinese 
people value the panda very highly, to the point of obsession, some 
even dye the coats of their dogs to match the markings.  Souvenir 
toys are available everywhere, and we remember that the panda 
was the mascot of the Beijing Olympics a few years ago. 

She was thanked enthusiastically by Anne, who confessed to being 
a lifelong collector of panda related items since her first childhood 
soft toy. 

Rose Docherty 

St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole,  
Sunday May 27th  

  

Bank Holiday 
Service and Picnic   

Morning Worship in 
Church at 11 am  

Picnic to follow at 
12 noon 

Everyone very welcome
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  
13TH – 19TH MAY 2018 

  

This year the Christian Aid Week Special Service will be 
held in St Cuthbert’s at 6.30 pm on Sunday 13th May.  The 
Dean of Wells will be coming to give a talk and the service 
is open to the congregations of all the churches in Wells.  
It would be lovely to have a big turnout from our 
congregation and – of course – tea and cakes afterwards! 

There will also be the usual events going on that week:   

COFFEE MORNING IN THE METHODIST CHURCH 
HALL ON SATURDAY 12TH MAY 10.00 – 1200 

STREET COLLECTION ON SATURDAY 18TH MAY 

HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION DURING THE WEEK  

Each year the Wells activities raise around £9,000 for the 
work of Christian Aid, so it is well worth all that work; and 
perhaps this year we can do even better by giving and 
doing just a little bit extra! 

Antonia 

Remembrance100  

This year, we all have the chance to mark the centenary of the 
end of World War 1.  

On Sunday, 11th November 2018, people around the country will 
observe Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day. As well as 
reflecting on loss, this year also gives us the chance to look 
forward as we mark the end of World War 1 and pray for peace.  

Remembrance100 has 
been set up by HOPE, in 
partnership with a cross 
section of Christian 
denominations and 
ministries, to help 
churches bring 
communities together to 
mark the centenary of the 
end of World War 1. 
There are many ways in 
which communities, 
churches or schools can 
get involved.  

Here are a few key dates for your diary:  

4th August: On 4th August 1918 King George V met to pray with 
members of the Houses of Parliament. One hundred days later, 
the war ended. This year, 4th August 2018 will be the first day of 
100 days of prayer across the country, running until Armistice 
Day in November. Every day there will be prayers and each 
weekend will include ideas for peace-makers.  

21st/22nd  September: there will be an event for peace in 
London’s Trafalgar Square linked to the United Nations 
International Day of Peace. 

5th-9th November: schools will mark a week of peace before the 
Remembrance weekend. 

11th November: there will be Remembrance Services around the 
country. Many will be followed by Peace Parties. 

December: Peace Awards will be presented  

As details become available, the resources will be here: 
  

www.remembrance100.co.uk.  

There will be:  

•  A pocket-sized booklet to give to all those attending 
Remembrance events, including a special prayer written by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

•  A book and social media campaign with 100 prayers for peace 
and actions for peace-makers 

•  A guide on how to hold a peace party for your community 
•  Ideas on holding a local Peace Awards ceremony linked with 

the Peace Alliance, which is run by Rev Nims Bunge MBE, 
Deputy Lieutenant for Greater London. 

•  A short video from Bible Society based on Revelation 21:3-4 
and verses about peace, to show at your Remembrance Day 
event 

• Ways in which young people can get involved. 

Lots of organisations and denominations are working together to 
provide resources for local churches and communities. These 
include HOPE, the Church of England, the Methodist Church, the 
United Reformed Church, Christian Vision for Men, the Bible 
Society, Scripture Union, SGM Lifewords, Tearfund, World Prayer 
Centre, the Armed Forces Christian Union, the Armed Forces 
Chaplains, and others.  

THE WAY I SEE IT: Telling the Time  
I was having a little button problem with the ATM. A message 
appeared on the screen. ‘Would you like more time?’ I clicked the 
‘yes’ button, eventually collected my cash, and spent the rest of 
the afternoon thinking about that profound question. Well, would I? 
As an elderly man, do I really want more time, or am I content to 
face the fact that time is the raw material of our lives and 
eventually it runs out?   

We exist within a framework of time: days, weeks, months, years. 
We can’t imagine life without it, and yet God, the Creator, is 
eternal, He simply and gloriously exists. That’s his Name – ‘I AM’. 
So if the end of time for us is to be with him, will we at last be free 
from its  tyranny? 

Most of my working life was dominated by time, so that seems a 
pleasant prospect. But in an unpredictable world our hearts break 
for those who lose a child or who die as we say ‘prematurely’. 
Sometimes those of us of riper years feel a kind of guilt: why not 
us? Thankfully, age will not be an issue in heaven. God doesn’t 
grow old. There will be no more dying, young or old.   Like Him, we 
shall just sublimely be. 

All of that, of course, is a matter of faith, and may seem irrelevant 
to those whose immediate concern is living in the here and now. 
But time simply ticks on, and one day that question may arise: 
Would you like more time?  It’s easy to answer when life is full of 
promise, or as yet unfulfilled goals. It’s not quite so simple when 
early onset decrepitude threatens. For me, every hour of life is a 
gift of God, so it’s still the ‘yes’ button until a wiser hand 
intervenes: ‘your time is up”. 

Cautionary tale 
The clergyman shuffled along, bent over at the waist, as his wife 
helped him into the doctor’s waiting room.  He groaned at every 
step, and the receptionist eyed the scene with sympathy.  “Arthritis 
in the back with complications?”  she finally ventured.   

The wife shook her head briskly.  ‘Do-it-yourself in the garden,’ she 
replied, ‘with concrete blocks.’ 

As good as it gets 
A shipwrecked man spent five years on a deserted island.  One day 
he was overjoyed to see a ship drop anchor in the bay.  A dinghy 
approached, and a ship’s officer handed the sailor The Times, The 
Financial Times and The Daily Telegraph.  “The captain suggests,” 
said the officer, “that you read what’s going on in the world before 
you decide if you wish to be rescued.”
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St Cuthbert’s Annual Parish Council Meeting, 
18th April 2018 

The APCM opened with a welcome from Rev Sam Denyer who 
introduced Clare Chettoe of the Wells Dementia Action 
Alliance.  Clare explained the background of the alliance and 
the way in which funding had been granted and their aims and 
objectives, including raising awareness of dementia throughout 
the City of Wells and creating a dementia friendly Community, 
so that people with dementia and those who care for them are 
encouraged to seek help and are supported by their 
community.  To this end the alliance provide a 45 minute 
awareness course for carers and anyone who wants to know 
more. 

Graham Barrow, who had served for 8 years as Church 
Warden, was thanked by Sam for all his help during his first 
year as incumbent and Graham’s service to St Cuthbert’s over 
the years. Graham was presented with a gift in appreciation 
from the congregation.  Antonia Gwynn was re-elected as 
Churchwarden, Anita Boyce re-elected as PCC member, and 
three new PCC members were duly elected: Phil Vivash, 
Becky Mather and Jenny Salmon.  There remain three 
vacancies: one for Church Warden, one for PCC and one for 
the Deanery Synod.   

The annual report and accounts were presented and accepted.  
Questions concerning the increase in our Parish Share were 
discussed and answered by Rev Sue Rose.  It was hoped that 
a summary of the Diocesan Budget could be made available in 
church.  Questions were asked about the placing of the choir 
and Sam said that it was experimental, and that he would 
welcome comments.  The welcoming of residents in new 
housing both in Wells and Wookey Hole were discussed and 
the work already done by Pam Pearce was noted. 

Sheila Linegar, PCC secretary 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

THURSDAY 10th May 

7.30pm FINDING YOUR FEET (12A)  Comedy /Romance 

On the eve of retirement a middle-class, judgmental snob 
discovers her husband has been having an affair with her best 
friend.  Stars: Timothy Spall, Joanna Lumley, Imelda Staunton 
and Celia Imrie. 

Funny, moving, outrageous and lots of fun.  

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.   

Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3. 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Got it all already 
‘I cannot understand you,’ said the young man to his unmarried 
aunt‘You seem so happy and contented.  I’ve always thought that 
unmarried women are lonely and miserable and just longing for the 
presence of a man about the place.’ 

‘Well,’ his aunt responded, smiling, ‘I’ve got a fireplace that smokes, a 
parrot that swears, a cat that stays out half the night with no 
explanation, and a dog that leaves muddy footprints all over the 
house and lies on the couch in front of the telly for hours.  What more 
do I want?’ 

Say yes 

We accompanied our son and his fiancée when they met with the 
priest to sign some pre-wedding ceremony papers. While filling out 
the form, our son read aloud a few questions. When he got to the last 
one, which read ‘Are you entering this marriage at your own free will?’ 
he looked over at his fiancée.  ‘Put down “yes,”’ she said. 

6th May: Rogation Sunday  

(Sunday before Ascension) 

Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land 
for the year ahead. It is appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, 
drought or foul weather. 

The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help of the 
gods Terminus and Ambarvalia.  In those days a crowd moved in 
procession around the cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing 
animals, and driving away Winter with sticks.  They wanted to rid the 
cornfields of evil. 

About 465AD the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm 
and epidemic.  So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular 
pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or 
neglected fields on the days leading up to Ascension.  With his 
decision, ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial. 

Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century, and 
became a fixed and perennial asking for help of the Christian God. On 
Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to trace the boundaries of 
the parish.  At the head marched the bishop or the priest, with a minor 
official bearing a Cross, and after them the people of the parish, with 
schoolboys and their master trailing along.  Most of them held slender 
wands of willow.   

At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a 
bridge or stile or ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered 
about the priest, and a litany or rogation was said, imploring God to 
send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and boughs in good 
health and bring them to an ample harvest.  At one point beer and 
cheese would be waiting.   

In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was 
much to be said for ‘beating the bounds’ - still very common as late as 
the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly parish boundaries rarely came 
into dispute, for everyone knew them.  (Do you know yours today?) 

Note: There is a good description in Kilvert’s Diary of ‘beating the 
bounds’ in Oxford on Ascension Day 1876. Francis Kilvert and his 
friend Mayhew happened upon the Vicar of the Merton Living and 
parish of St John the Baptist, who was carrying a ladder with a Fellow 
of Merton, plus the Churchwardens, clerks, sidesmen and parish 
authorities and a number of parish boys; they each carried a long 
white peeled willow wand with which they beat and thrashed the old 
City walls and the Terrace Walk with much enthusiasm and hilarity. 
Well worth reading—Editor. 
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8 On church towers, rock 
cakes, scaffolding and 
the merits of confirming 
bats 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 

 My dear Nephew Darren 
 
We are finally about to start repairing our medieval church tower. 
Would that we still paid medieval prices for having it done; there 
would be a degree of satisfaction in giving the builders a hogshead 
of ale and 10 sheep once the work was completed. I would even be 
prepared to throw in an Indulgence, sparing them 100 days in 
purgatory (the architect probably claiming 15% of them for himself). 
 
After several endless jumble sales, coffee mornings – where we 
were obliged to eat Mrs Jarvis’s rock cakes (many of us would have 
been happier to make a substantial donation to the fund provided 
we didn’t have to eat them) – sponsored events (Mr Peat has yet to 
return, five years late, from his sponsored cycle ride across the 
Sahara – but fortunately, we had his sponsor money collected 
before he departed) and a substantial loan from the bank that 
makes the National Debt seem trivial (and has the same probability 
of being repaid), we are now able to begin. The only sponsored 
event I regretted not having was paying to have Lady Trotter remain 
silent for a month. Even sponsoring her to keep quiet for half an 
hour would have been pleasant. 
 
We received a substantial donation from a local manufacturer. It was 
suggested that as a sign of appreciation we advertise their products 
from the top of the tower – until it was gently pointed out that they 
produce nuclear warheads. I would have had no objection; knowing 
that council members possessed tactical nuclear weapons would 
make discussion at meetings rather brisker. 
 
Scaffolding has now been erected around the tower, with the first 20 
feet covered in sheet metal in order to stop the Young Farmers, after 
refreshing themselves at their Tuesday meetings in the pub, from 
trying to see who could be the first to reach the top. Personally, I 
suspect it is to stop the more athletic members of the Ladies’ Guild 
from attempting the same feat. 80-year-olds these days can have 
fearsome energy and determination. 
 
Fulfilling current safety regulations, there is now a security cordon 
around the tower of approximately 10 square miles. “Lest at any 
time thou dash thy foot against a stone”? These days, a dashed foot 
would involve court proceedings and damages of several million 
pounds. 
 
Inside the church, the organ has had to be covered in polythene 
sheeting in order to protect it. Parish relations were somewhat 
strained last week when our deputy organist, Mrs Ffrench, while 
playing for Evensong, overheard me refer to the large bag on the 
organ and got quite the wrong impression. 
 
The greatest inconvenience will be caused to our population of bats, 
but if it dissuades them from flying into church so much the better. 
The only other possibility is to get them all confirmed; we will then 
never see them inside church again. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 

Canterbury monks 
My boyfriend was working as an attendant in Canterbury Cathedral 
when one afternoon he was approached by two American tourists.  
"Are you a monk?" one of the women asked eagerly. 

"No," he replied, "I wear this robe as part of my job, but I’m not a 
member of any religious order." 

"Then where are the monks?" asked the woman, looking around. 

My boyfriend explained:  ‘Oh, there haven’t been any monks here 
since 1415.’ 

Hearing this, the woman looked at her watch and announced to her 
friend, ‘Betty, we missed the monks.’ 
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Planning policy is finally coming to the aid of church bells.  No 
longer will people who move into areas with ‘noisy’ church bells be 
able to complain and have them shut down. 

As the Secretary of State for Housing, Sajid Javid, recently said, 
‘Churches have been part of British life in towns and villages for 
centuries.  Their bells should not be silenced by new housing 
going up, which is why planning policy will be strengthened to 
ensure it will be up to developers building new properties nearby 
to identify and tackle noise problems.’ 

And so it is that under the new guidance, it will be up to 
developers to soundproof the homes they build near churches 
with bells, music venues, and community and sports clubs.   

The Church of England has welcomed the decision, pointing out 
that bell-ringing has been part of Christian worship for more than 
1000 years.  

	No escape clauses   
I’ve noticed a sudden increase in the number of banns of 
marriage being read in our church. I suspect that a few couples 
reckon it would be a nice idea to get married in the same month 
as Prince Harry and his bride Meghan – at least you’ll be regularly 
reminded of the date!  

But I hope, and believe, that some couples are not just looking for 
a bit of reflected glamour on the occasion, but instead are wanting 
to share in its solemnity. After all, they will make (if they marry in 
church) exactly the same awesome vows as the royal couple. ‘I 
Harry take you, Meghan, to be my wife; to have and to hold from 
this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish till parted by death.’  

Wow! I remember one young man at a wedding preparation 
saying, when I read out those words, ‘No escape clauses, then? 

No, there aren’t. On a wedding day we celebrate the joining 
together of two people for life. Their commitment is not based on 
rules, laws or tradition, but on love: ‘to love and to cherish’. Sadly, 
on occasions that commitment may prove unattainable, in the 
complexity of human relationships. But the great majority of 
marriages which begin with those vows are indeed life-long and 
life-giving.  

Harry and Meghan will be surrounded by a nationwide burst of 
goodwill as they set out on their journey together. It will be a good 
time to hold every married couple, young or old, in our prayers.  

Canon David Winter 

The Bishop’s 10 Commandments for AI and robots  

The Bishop of Oxford has suggested ‘10 commandments’ that might 
be given for AI and robots, in order to ensure that artificial 
intelligence helps mankind, and does not oppress it. 
Bishop Steven Croft, who sits on the House of Lords select 
committee on artificial intelligence (AI), suggests the following: 

1. AI should be designed for all, and benefit humanity. 

2. AI should operate on principles of transparency and 
fairness, and be well signposted [signposting refers to 
road signs and the directions they provide]. 

3. AI should not be used to transgress the data rights and 
privacy of individuals, families, or communities. 

4. The application of AI should be to reduce inequality of 
wealth, health, and opportunity. 

5. AI should not be used for criminal intent, nor to subvert the 
values of our democracy, nor truth, nor courtesy in 
public discourse. 

6. The primary purpose of AI should be to enhance and 
augment, rather than replace, human labour and 
creativity. 

7. All citizens have the right to be adequately educated to 
flourish mentally, emotionally, and economically in a 
digital and artificially intelligent world. 

8. AI should never be developed or deployed separately from 
consideration of the ethical consequences of its 
applications. 

9. The autonomous power to hurt or destroy should never be 
vested in AI. 

10. Governments should ensure that the best research and 
application of AI is directed toward the most urgent 
problems facing humanity.
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DIARY FOR  MAY 2018 

 Wednesday 2   10.00am Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  3.00pm  Finance Group—St Cuthbert 
Thursday 3    9.30am Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  
Sunday 6 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  8.00am  1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00am  Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
  6.00pm  Stations of the Resurrection - St Cuthbert 
   
Wednesday 9  10.00am Holy Communion - the Trinity Chapel 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 10  11.00 am 1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  7.00pm  Ascension Day Eucharist - St Cuthbert 
Friday 11   11.00am Funeral of Sarah Rider - St Cuthbert 
  7.30pm  Wedding Rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
Saturday 12     10.00—12.00  Coffee Morning for Christian Aid at the Methodist Church 

  1.00pm  Wedding of Richard Mark Gingell & Sophie Catherine Thomas at   
                                                                                                  St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 13 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  10.00 am  Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert followed by cake and book sales*   
    for Christian Aid    

 11.00am    Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
  4.00pm  Evening Prayer - Wookey Hole 
  6.30pm  Christian Aid Service - St Cuthbert 
  
Tuesday 15    7.30pm St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group - The Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday 16  10.00am Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  7.00pm  St Cuthbert’s PCC 
 Thursday 17    9.30am   Meditation group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  
Sunday 20 Pentecost 
  10.00am  Parish Communion  - St Cuthbert followed by the Fairtrade Stall 
  11.00am  Matins - Wookey Hole 
  
Wednesday 23  10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 24   11.00am 1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Saturday 26    1.00pm Wedding of Daniel Laurie Smith & Lucinda Charlotte Flawn at 
              St. Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 27 Trinity Sunday  
  10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert  
  11.00am  Morning Praise - Wookey Hole, followed by a parish picnic 
  
Wednesday 30   10.00am Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 31   11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  
   * The book sale continues throughout the week in St Cuthbert’s. 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

