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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear Friends 

This edition of our benefice magazine comes out in April, the first 
day of which is Easter Day. Easter is a season of new life, 
hopefully echoed by new life springing up around us. However, as 
I write we are just recovering from our second lot of snow for this 
year, with another cold snap predicted for Easter weekend. It 
seems that all the signs of this year’s spring are happening in 
spite of the weather, not because of it! 

Regardless of the twists and turns of our climate this year, we 
nevertheless have faith that warmer weather will return in due 
course, and with it all the other signs of spring and summer. As 
well as the usual signs of warmer weather – short sleeves, 
swallows, and the like – in this part of the world we see an 
increase in visitors to our beautiful part of the world. In the City of 
Wells they come to marvel at all the ancient buildings such as St 
Cuthbert’s (and some others further up the high street), soak up 
the ‘heritage’ atmosphere, enjoy the shopping and the 
surrounding countryside. At Wookey Hole they come for the 
caves, of course, but some will always stray beyond the attraction 
and visit the rest of the village and church. Still others will come to 
explore Ebbor Gorge or stay in the pub or campsite. 

How do we respond to this influx of visitors? Some people may 
just find the whole thing an annoyance, but I think most people 
have got a wider perspective than that. We know that visitors 
bring a huge amount of prosperity to our area. We also know that 
a good proportion of us who live here are not from the area 
originally, so in fact a good number of our friends are ‘outsiders’ of 
one kind or another. 

But there is more than just the economic perspective. What about 
the Christian perspective? The Christian virtue that comes to mind 

when thinking about visitors is hospitality. It is Christian in the 
sense that it is biblical: from Abraham and Sarah welcoming the 
three visitors at the oaks of Mamre to Mary and Martha 
welcoming Jesus into their home, the bible is full of examples of 
hospitality. It is part of the culture of that part of the world. 

In this culture, we sometimes talk about people who work in the 
‘hospitality industry’. That is a very different kind of hospitality. 
When we stay in a hotel, we expect to be treated well because we 
are paying guests. In the kind of hospitality I am talking about, no 
money changes hands. The expectation of hospitality that exists 
in Middle Eastern and other cultures is a sacred duty of 
welcoming the stranger and providing them with the finest that 
your home can offer. It is considered a privilege and an honour to 
kill the fatted animal, give up the finest seat and bed, and offer to 
see someone safely on the next stage of their journey. 

But likewise, there are expectations on those who receive 
hospitality, too. It should be received gratefully, and with 
extravagant praise, not rejecting any part of it for fear of offending 
the host. When everyone plays their part, all go away happy, with 
their honour and faith in human nature intact. Any danger and 
suspicion that potentially goes with a stranger turning up in town 
is avoided. 

While we do not have the same culture of hospitality as is found 
in other parts of the world, we can nevertheless learn from such 
examples. Giving up part of what we have in order to be able to 
share it with a stranger is an honour and a privilege that we 
should always seize, and walk in the footsteps of Abraham and 
Sarah, Mary and Martha. 



Breathing Deep – life in the Spirit of Easter  
by Ian Adams, Canterbury Press, £8.99 

Here is a gentle yet profound guide to seeing the world in the 
power of the Resurrection. Ian Adams draws on the Gospel stories 
of the resurrection of Jesus to create 40 'invitations', each one 
offering a path for the Resurrection to reshape how we live. 

They challenge us to live in the spirit of Resurrection,  when 
everything seems to gravitate towards death and destruction.  The 
resurrection of Jesus has always been understood as a glimpse 
into the true nature of reality. This powerful series of daily 
meditations invites us to step into the new world brought about by 
the first Easter. 

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  the Chi-Rho 
(see the cover picture) 

The art we see in churches on banners, carvings and windows is 
often full of monograms. It may be IHS: the Latin words for Jesus, 
Saviour of Mankind; or INRI: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews 
above the figure of our Lord on the cross.  And this month, the Chi-
Rho: the first two letters of Christ in Greek with the X superimposed 
on the P. Placed inside a wreath it is a symbol of the Resurrection.  

This month we celebrate that victory and proclaim that we are an 
Easter people. That good news shines out to the world, just as the 
Paschal Candle fills the darkened church with its light at the Easter 
Vigil; and just as this month’s art shows the Chi-Rho filling a page 
from the Book of Kells – that amazing creation of the scribes and 
artists in the monastery of Iona in the 8th century. 

This Gospel book was taken to Kells in Ireland to escape invaders 
ravaging the island in a later century, and is now in Trinity College, 
Dublin. The Chi-Rho begins the Latin text of Matthew chapter 1, 
verse 18:  ‘Christi autem generatio.’ The letter X dominates the 
page and P lies beneath with I rising through it. The opening letters 
of the name of our Saviour have inspired the artist to create 
intricate patterns that weave in and out. We see wheels within 
wheels, like Ezekiel’s chariot, spirals and discs. The page seems 
alive with colour and tracery threading its way through and around 
the letters. 

When we were younger we might have enjoyed doodling – 
perhaps embellishing the letters of our own name or of someone 
special with decorations and so making that name precious. Here 
in this page of the Book of Kells is embellishment of a greater 
order, but with the same aim. For the monastic artist, the Chi-Rho 
announces the name of Christ as the name above all other names: 
the only name under heaven given for our health and salvation. 

Revd Michael Burgess 

Love and foolishness 
  

‘Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 
He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia!’ 
  
April 1st is both Easter Sunday and April Fool’s Day.  Not a bad 
combination.  For ‘it is the foolish things of God which confound the 
wise of this world’, so says Paul in his letter to Corinth.  The 
message of the cross itself is foolish he says, and he, Paul, in 
telling the story of it, does so inexpertly, and through his own 
weakness. 
  
The story of God’s grace doesn’t make sense to many…   
    ‘What does God see that’s worth redeeming in this world?’ 
    ‘Why love me?’ 
And if we get past these questions, then… 
    ‘How come his forgiveness is for everyone, when ………                                                                                            
evidently doesn’t deserve it?!’ 
  
Perhaps like Paul we find it difficult to communicate the message 
of the cross well to others.  We may feel we lack theological 
understanding, be unfamiliar with all the atonement theories, find it 
hard to put into words.  But the simple fact is that the best way of 
telling the story, the message of Easter is through you, yourself. 
  
As people look at the way you live, do they see someone with 
faults and failings, flawed and yet someone who knows that God 
loves them.  Do they see you accepting the grace of God shown 
through his giving of himself on a cross for us?  Do they see 
someone who now lives in the freedom of that forgiveness, living a 
life in all its abundance and fullness? 
  
I have to confess that I find myself often continuing to strive to earn 
God’s love and grace.  My life becomes full of all that I seek to do 
in ministry for him.  Forgetful that the message of the cross is the 
expression of his love for me, freely given, without strings.  All I 
need do is receive his love. 
  
What foolishness!   
Such love!  

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Calming the storm 

I was telling my children the story of when Jesus and the disciples 
were in a boat, crossing the Sea of Galilee, and a storm came up 
and threatened to sink them.  I went on: ‘Meanwhile, Jesus had 
fallen asleep in the stern.  So, the disciples, scared of drowning, 
went back and woke Jesus, hoping He could save them. Then 
Jesus woke up and said, "Be quiet…”’ 

To which my son interjected, ‘I'M TRYING TO SLEEP!’ 

Cure 

A Sunday School teacher asked her pupils 'Does anyone know any 
of the miracles that Jesus performed?' One youngster put his hand 
up and said 'Yes, He cured people who had leopards.’ 

Star-gazing 

I can see how astronomers figure out the distance to the stars, and 
their individual size and composition and temperatures and all that. 
What really gets me is how they find out what their names are! 
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Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing 
to offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

 Mothers’ Union 
On Wednesday 18 April at 10.30am, we will have the 
chance to meet Bev Jullien who is the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Mothers’ Union. This will be held at St 
Thomas’ Church in Wells. 

You are all very welcome to come along and join us! 

Lynn 

Traidcraft stall at St Cuthbert 
will be held after the morning service on Sunday 8th April. 

From the Registers 2018 

Marriage 
March 13th      Dale Manders & Chanel Chipperfield 

Baptism 
March 4th        Daisy Grace Luck 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
March 9th      Terence George Nash 

Burial of Ashes 
March 14th       Thomas Raymond Lemon & Vera Lemon 

Antonia Gwynn 

HOME INSURANCE. 

The fabric and contents of St Cuthbert’s church are insured 
with Ecclesiastical, a leading property insurer based in 
Gloucester, and which was recently voted by its customers 
as the UK’s Most Trusted Home Insurer. 

To celebrate the company’s 130th anniversary Ecclesiastical 
are offering to pay £130 to St Cuthbert’s church for every 
new home insurance policy taken out with the company by 
a parishioner/clergy during the whole of 2018. 

 To take advantage of this offer visit 
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and 
quote TRUST130. 

     

  

Good likeness 
Some children were asked: ‘What do you think of Jesus?’ 

‘Jesus,’ said one little boy, ‘is the best photograph God ever had 
taken.’ 

  

Conflict resolution? 
“I would like to agree with you, but then we’d both be wrong”. 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

http://www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
http://www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130


  Letter from Wookey Hole 
The great excitement this month has been the very rare recent 
appearance of snow which we feared would dramatically reduce 
the Sunday congregation but everyone had made a valiant effort 
and we were there in almost full strength. However, the planned 
gardening work party on the Sunday afternoon inevitably had to be 
cancelled. But now there are signs of spring in the daffodils lining 
the road to Wells and we hope the birds are casting a speculative 
eye on the WI bird boxes in the churchyard. 
  
On a personal note I would like to thank the many people from 
Wookey Hole who contributed to the Chilldren's Society lunch in 
the Town Hall, cooking, serving, washing up, or who supported us 
on the day, helping to raise £1223 .  
    
We now look forward to Easter and hope that you will all be with us 
to celebrate the triumphant Resurrection of Christ on Easter Day. 

Elizabeth Talbott 

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Circle 
Sadly, this month’s meeting had to be cancelled due to adverse 
weather conditions. Normal service will be resumed next month. 
  
Linda Danson 

Wookey Hole WI, February meeting 
The snow deposited by the Arctic weather of last week was 
happily thawed by the time we met for our March meeting. 
President Jill Deane welcomed our speaker, Mr Ian Caskie, a 
visitor services volunteer for the SS Great Britain. His slide 
presentation covered the history of the ship, ‘From launch to re-
launch’.  

Although Isambard Kingdom Brunel had never built a ship before, 
his engineering experience with the Great Western Railway led to 
his being contracted to build four wooden paddle steamers for the 
British Steamship Company. The first ship Brunel built was a 
paddle steamer, the Great Western, but her performance 
persuaded Brunel that the design and materials were 
unsatisfactory for ocean use, so he completely rethought his 
ideas. The amount of wood required to reinforce a ship for rough 
seas was, unexpectedly, very much heavier than a much thinner 
and stronger iron hull. Also, an engine propelled by a screw was 
more efficient than paddles, which lifted from the water in heavy 
seas. 

In spite of initial doubts, the design worked well, but the ship was 
unfortunately caught up in a series of unexpected adventures, that 
would not have been anticipated by Prince Albert who attended 
her launch. Having started as a luxury passenger liner, an 
unfortunate grounding on a beach in Ireland started her on a 
downward spiral, as salvaging her bankrupted the owners. For 
some time she went back and forth to Australia transporting gold 
miners and other migrants in less than luxurious conditions. She 
was also a troopship during the Crimean War.  Use as a cargo 
vessel with all her fittings stripped out, led to an eventual further 
grounding in the Falkland Islands, where she was used as a 
warehouse before being scuttled and abandoned.  

Since 1970, when she was rescued as a rusting shell and towed 
back to her original dock in Bristol’s Floating Harbour she has 
been conserved, very expensively. Many innovative techniques 
have been used to present her as a museum that illustrates all the 
phases of her chequered life. Opening this month is a new 
addition on the quayside, a museum devoted to Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, which will add even more interest to the tourist 
and educational experience. Ian told us that part of his purpose in 
speaking to groups such as ours is to raise funds for the 
continued maintenance, especially the gas bill for the dehydration 
plant in the base of the ship. 

Myrtle thanked him for his very enlightening and fascinating talk. 
Ian judged our competition, which in honour of the SS Great 
Britain, was for nautical themed items. As befits an island nation, 
members came up with an astonishing variety of memorabilia, 
including a Russian sailor’s cap.  

The WI is always a surprise. 

Rose Docherty 

  

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK : 
13TH – 19TH MAY 2018 

This year the Christian Aid Week Special Service will be held in St 
Cuthbert’s at 6.30 pm on Sunday 19th May.  The Dean of Wells will 
be coming to give a talk and the service is open to the 
congregations of all the churches in Wells.  It would be lovely to 
have a big turnout from our congregation and – of course – tea and 
cakes afterwards! 

There will also be the usual events going on that week.   

COFFEE MORNING IN THE METHODIST CHURCH HALL ON 
SATURDAY 13TH MAY 10.00 – 1200 

STREET COLLECTION ON SATURDAY 18TH MAY 

HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION DURING THE WEEK  

Each year the Wells activities raise around £9,000 for the work of 
Christian Aid, so it is well worth all that work; and perhaps this year 
we can do even better by giving and doing just a little bit extra! 

Antonia 
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OTHAFA 2018—advance notice 
The Over the Hills and Far Away walk this year will be on Saturday 
16th June, and will be around the Timsbury area. Further details will 
follow next month, after the route has been reconnoitred. 

Bill Oke 

Oxfam 
  
In her intercessions on 4 March Sue Slade invited us to pray for 
organizations that helped people in disaster situations. Perhaps I 
was not the only one to thank her afterwards for asking God, on 
our behalf, to bless them. 
  
Many friends of mine in the congregation will know that I have a 
deep commitment to Oxfam. I first knew the agency in 1969, 
spent 15 years on its staff, visited five countries in various 
capacities and, when I retired, helped found two Oxfam volunteer 
groups (Oxford, and Mid Somerset of which I am an active 
member). In all that time I never once heard of any behaviour 
remotely similar to that which has been reported in the press 
recently. What staff members did in Haiti and in Chad appalled 
me. It was totally unacceptable, and Oxfam’s transparency when 
reporting these sad events to the Charity Commissioners was 
insufficient. Oxfam is deeply ashamed and has offered an 
unconditional and sincere apology to everyone concerned – the 
women abused, the Haitian Government, the charity’s staff, its 
volunteers and supporters. I share Oxfam’s shame. These past 
few weeks have been painful. 
  
Some people have retracted their support for Oxfam. Oxfam 
understands and respects their decisions. However, many people 
have now decided to support the charity as a sign of solidarity 
and of their belief in its humanitarian work. Others have 
increased their regular giving for the same reasons. Few critics 
will want to damage its ability to provide relief to millions of the 
poorest people in the world. 
  
I continue to believe in the amazing work that Oxfam and other 
agencies, like Christian Aid, do: extraordinary things done by 
ordinary people. The cause is just. If anyone would like to 
discuss these matters with me I shall be only too pleased to do 
so. 
  
David Green 

The return of hope   

This month starts with Easter, which is a lovely thought. 
Whatever else, Easter speaks of new life, of fresh starts and the 
return of hope.  

The whole traditional story is about darkness defeated by a light 
which can never be extinguished. That’s why, in our hemisphere, 
Easter seems to fit in well with the changing season. Fresh 
flowers in the graveyard match the Easter hymns inside the 
church: The Lord of life is risen today/ Bring flowers of song to 
strew his way’. 

It’s a strange fact that all through the long history of mankind, 
despite the evidence of our eyes, people have stubbornly refused 

to believe that death is the end. They buried their dead with food 
and implements they would need in the next life, whatever name 
they gave it – Valhalla, the Elysian Fields, Abraham’s Bosom or 
Nirvana. Jesus called it ‘the kingdom of heaven’ or ‘eternal life’.  
The very idea of heaven is beyond our comprehension, because 
we can’t image a life not lived in our familiar dimensions of 
space, time and physicality. But God lives beyond time and 
space, and Jesus said He is ‘Spirit’.  

It’s good that there are some things to believe in which we 
cannot possibly understand now.  Although one day, St Paul said, 
we shall. Until then we trust, and Easter hymns and flowers are 
signs of the annual return of hope. 

Sidesmen, watch your phrasing 
Sidesman to newcomer at church door:  Good morning. How far 
down do you wish to sit?’ 

Baffled newcomer: ‘Well, all the way, of course.’ 

HOME FREED: the theology of de-cluttering  

Decluttering a small space is on a par with spring cleaning. A more 
significant, grand-scale declutter is about completely changing the 
way you live. 

As I write this I am facing the prospect of moving to a new house. 
What shall I pack? How much will fit into the new house? It is brand 
new (exciting) but its footprint is only half the size of the house I live 
in now (daunting). I can only take half of my belongings with me, 
unless I intend to live in a cluttered mess! How will I know I have 
enough to meet my needs? 

Although my new house is surrounded by others that look alike, no 
two homes are ever exactly the same. No two people have exactly 
the same needs. "Enough" is not a fixed quantity. I can't look at 
somebody else to decide how much of anything is sufficient for me. 

Before becoming a domestic declutterer I used to teach Biblical 
Studies. Studying the ancient texts opened up thought worlds 
outside British culture. I found insights into different ways to live. At 
first glance Nehemiah chapter 6 verse 15, in English, doesn't seem 
to say anything at all about decluttering: 

"After fifty-two days of work the entire wall was finished" (Good 
News Bible). 

However, the original text was not written in English but in Hebrew, 
where it says literally:   

"After fifty-two days of work the entire wall was SHALOM". 

Doesn't Shalom mean "peace"? How can a wall be peace?    

When we say "peace" in English, it can sound negative. We are 
influenced by the Greek word for peace, irene, meaning "no noise", 
"no war", "no turmoil". We talk about "peace and quiet" together, so 
you can't have peace without something being absent. 

By contrast, Shalom is a positive word, meaning blessing and 
completeness as an expression of peace. When Shalom is used as 
a greeting it is a wish for everything joy-giving and wholesome to 
come to the person you greet. Shalom invites the Spirit of God to be 
present, filling the space. 

This is what I want for my new home. If there is not enough there it 
will feel bleak and unwelcoming, if there is too much it will be 
cluttered and stifling. I just have to keep on giving things away until 
it is finished – Shalom. 

I pray that the Lord will help me to recognise how much is 
ENOUGH. 
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 St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
The ladies met on Monday 20th, and were introduced by Steph 
Hillier to the intricacies of making chocolate at home—and tasting 
the ingredients—which is very complicated. 

Steph has done a lot of study on the subject; she only uses good 
quality naturally sourced items, with nothing extracted and good for 
the health. 

She also does a range of holistic therapies, and can be found in 
Mill Street. 

Our next meeting is on April 17th. 

Maureen 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SORT OUT YOUR FILING 
SYSTEMS AND DE-CLUTTER?   

THIS COULD BE YOUR OPPORTUNITY! 

A new General Data Protection Regulation comes into force in May 
this year.  ‘So what?’ I hear you cry.  But it does affect all of us – as 
individuals, and as St Cuthbert’s Church. 

The aim of the new regulation is that all personal data should be 
processed ie collected, used and stored, in a ‘lawful, fair and 
transparent manner’.  No longer should organisations use our data 
for any purpose we don’t know about or transfer it to another 
organisation without our specific consent. 

That’s all terrific, of course.  But it does have an impact on St 
Cuthbert’s as a charitable organisation.  The incumbent (Sam) and 
the PCC are our Data Controllers and are legally responsible for 
ensuring that we have the right policies and procedures in place. 

And this involves all of you because….? 

The first action we need to take – as soon as possible – is to audit 
all the data which is at present held by anyone connected with the 
church.  We need to identify who holds it and has access to it; why 
it is held; how securely it is kept; whether sufficient consent has 
been given; and any action we might need to take in light of the 
new regulation. 

I will be approaching the various organisations within the church, 
but there may well be St Cuthbert’s data (including lists of names 
and addresses) lurking in your files at home or on your computer, 
possibly from years back.    We need to know about it!  We may 
well be able to classify it as very low risk and, with a few tweaks to 
security, it will be absolutely fine.  Or the information may be out of 
date and useless and should be shredded.  Or it might be best if it 
were stored securely in the Church Office. 

We would be very grateful if you could help us with this.  We don’t 
want to see Sam and the PCC being carted off in chains!! 

Over the next few weeks we will also be distributing a Consent 
Form which we would ask everyone to complete. This will enable 
you to give consent for your data to be used in various specific 
ways—or not. 

Antonia 

Is there a seconder?   
(with the APCM in mind) 

Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are 
known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the 
ministry of the word.This proposal pleased the whole group. They 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, 
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their hands on them.  Acts 6 3-6 
  
Most of us have been at church meetings where, after a long debate, 
the chair says, “Let’s vote on it. Do we have a proposer? Who will 
second it?”  Have you ever wondered why we need a seconder when 
it is clear that the meeting has just agreed to do something? Why is it 
necessary to have a proposer and seconder?  It is arguable that if you 
have a motion that is clearly worded and recorded, then there is no 
room for doubt, in theory at least.  

As far as I can tell there is no legal necessity to have a proposer or 
seconder. You only have to have this if the rules or constitution of a 
society, company or organisation insist on it. That is generally not the 
case for churches. The historical background to this rule lies in the 
rules of parliamentary procedure which were adopted in some other 
meetings. The purpose is to prevent a long debate on a topic of 
interest to only one person.  

It is a convention or habit rather than a necessity.  But it does not do 
any harm and adds a sense of formality to meetings.  

As always this is a light-hearted look at a legal topic and if in doubt get 
proper advice.  

David Pickup, who is a solicitor 

… and another thing 
Regardless of how many items there are on the agenda, a committee 
meeting takes the same amount of time.  – H. V. Prochnow 

AGMs: Don’t miss out!! 
We are currently in the season when churches hold their AGMs or 
Annual Church Meetings. It’s an important opportunity for the church 
to come together, to celebrate its life over the past year and look 
forward to the future. There is important business to do, i.e. elect 
churchwardens, PCC and Deanery Synod members, as well as 
receiving the church reports and accounts. This is probably why it’s 
not always well attended! However, why is this gathering of the church 
so significant? 

‘In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.’ (Ephesians 2: 
21,22).  

Paul says here that the Church is God’s home and our home too. In 
the Old Testament, God’s presence was focused in the Temple, 
however today the Church is his Temple. It is the means by which 
Jesus is uniquely present with His people and distinctively expresses 
Himself in the world. We are called to offer worship and service to 
God, both when gathered together and when scattered in our daily 
lives. We are also to make Him known in the world by our words and 
actions. 

God’s presence among us in this way is worth celebrating together! 
However, as we gather we have the opportunity of discerning His 
vision, by which we can make His presence more real in the life of our 
church and in the wider community.  

In what ways can we become more a community committed to the 
mission of God in our time, with a worship life, resources and 
leadership to support this aim? It’s an exciting prospect in which ‘the 
local church is the hope for the world’   (Bill Hybels). 
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 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

THURSDAY 12th April 

7.30pm FILM STARS DON’T DIE IN LIVERPOOL (15) Romantic/
Drama 

Set in Liverpool in 1978, a true story of the love affair between 
Oscar-winning, one-time Hollywood screen siren Gloria Grahame 
and a young British actor.  This witty and intensely moving romance 
features superb performances from its stars Annette Bening, Jamie 

Bell, Julie Walters and Vanessa Redgrave. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at the foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3             More info and a trailer at:     

wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

  
Einstein Quiz 

The next Einstein Quiz is on Friday 6th April at St Thomas’ Church 
Hall. The Golden Box is now at £232. 

Please let me know if you are coming so that I can book your table. 
All part of the Easter celebrations! 

Please ask friends to come too—all are welcome. 

Michael Bailey   01749 677201 

Family oneupmanship 
It was a posh parish.  Over drinks in the church hall, the church 
warden informed the visiting archdeacon: ‘My family can trace its 
ancestry back to William the Conqueror.’  

‘Well,’ ventured the archdeacon with a smile, ‘my ancestors were in 
the Ark with Noah.’ 

‘Well, mine weren’t,’ came the quick reply.  ‘My people had a boat of 
their own.’ 

Polite 
A New York traffic expert says that some London taxi drivers are 
refreshingly different – and witty – compared to those in New York.  
He tells the story of the London taxi driver who screeched to a halt 
when a tourist bolted into the road, headed one way, then headed 
the other way, and then stopped, looking around in confusion. 
Leaning out of the window the taxi driver asked very politely: “I say, 
sir, may I ask, what are your immediate plans?” 

A quiet life    
I had a quiet life 
until the angel interrupted me: 
everything going along smoothly 
in the normal way. 
  
Suddenly I was full of grace 
(Had I been full of grace before?) 
and God was with me, 
and my quiet life was over. 
  
It was like going through a sudden door 
in a wall that had not been there: 
a door into a different kind of life, 
beyond imagination. 
  
I was disturbed, of course, and afraid: 
something impossible 
was going to happen. 
  
Something that didn’t happen 
in a quiet life: 
something noisy. 

I could see that I was going to have to think about it: 
to ponder it in my heart –  
but I had already said yes by then. 
  
If an angel calls 
into your quiet life 
you have to say yes 
  
Don’t you?      
     
  
By Tim Lenton 

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 A
pr

il 
20

18
When guitars meet Matins 

  

The Rectory 

St James the Least 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

It was kind of you to send your music group to us last Sunday 
morning while our choir had a Sunday off for its celebratory lunch. 
Miss Timmins’ ninety-fourth birthday brought the combined choir’s 
age to 1,000; which is quite a distinction for twelve people. Clearly, a 
Sunday commitment to ‘Hymns Ancient & Modern’, consumption of 
industrial quantities of peppermints and pleasant naps during 
sermons has a positive effect on longevity. 

I had rather looked forward to hearing some Bach motets from your 
group, but now have learned that guitars, drums and choral Matins is 
not a marriage made in heaven. All your group lacked was a drum 
majorette leading the procession up the aisle. 

It was quite obvious the music was going to be a little different when I 
arrived to see that the lectern, Lady Tadcaster’s flower arrangement 
and the verger had all disappeared behind an amplifier. The only 
person not disconcerted by this was the verger, who realised it 
presented an excellent opportunity to do the crossword unobserved 
during Divine Worship.  

Your display of the hymns on a screen was well intended, but did the 
screen have to be in front of the pulpit? I had to balance on several 
kneelers to be seen over it, and throughout the sermon could only 
think of how to look dignified should the whole pile collapse mid-
sentence.  The lack of hymn books also terrified the congregation – 
they had nothing to hold, and so resorted to clutching Kleenex or the 
pew in front of them.   

But the worst moment was when the group gave its ‘solo number’. 
(Couldn’t it have been called an ‘anthem’?) Half way through, dear 
Mrs Ffitch, who has always been somewhat excitable, felt called to 
do a spontaneous religious dance down the aisle. The congregation 
froze in horror.  We all avoided catching her eye after the Service, 
but what do we say when we see her in the village tomorrow 
morning?  Best to simply stay indoors for a few days. 

Perhaps your music group could visit us again for our choir’s 2000th 
anniversary – which I suspect it will consist of the same people, as 
they are all tenacious of note, opinion and age. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

How passion flowers got their name 
Why is the passion flower known as the passion flower?  This 
beautiful climbing plant that grows in many of our gardens is not 
native to the UK, but comes from South America. It was first 
discovered by Spanish missionaries working there, centuries ago. 
Drawings were sent back to Europe, and in 1609 an Italian priest 
interpreted the flower to represent the crucifixion, otherwise known 
as the Passion. 

He decided that the five petals and five sepals could represent the 
ten disciples who remained 
steadfast (Judas and Peter both 
abandoned Jesus). The corona 
could be seen as Jesus’ crown 
of thorns.  The stigma could be 
seen as the cross or nails, and 
the five stamens could be seen 
as the number of wounds Jesus 
received. 

Calming the storm 
I was telling my children the story of when Jesus and the disciples 
were in a boat, crossing the Sea of Galilee, and a storm came up 
and threatened to sink them.  I went on: ‘Meanwhile, Jesus had fallen 
asleep in the stern.  So, the disciples, scared of drowning, went back 
and woke Jesus, hoping He could save them. Then Jesus woke up 
and said, "Be quiet…”’ 

To which my son interjected, ‘I'M TRYING TO SLEEP!’ 

Cure 
A Sunday School teacher asked her pupils 'Does anyone know any 
of the miracles that Jesus performed?' One youngster put his hand 
up and said 'Yes, He cured people who had leopards.’ 

Star-gazing 
I can see how astronomers figure out the distance to the stars, and 
their individual size and composition and temperatures and all that. 
What really gets me is how they find out what their names are! 

Phonecall 
In the days before WW 2, phonecalls cost two pence.  ‘Can you lend 
me tuppence to ring a friend?’ a widely disliked MP once asked 
Winston Churchill.  The great man scoured his pockets.  ‘Here’s four 
pence,’ he said. ‘Ring them all.’ 
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DIARY FOR  APRIL 2018 

 Sunday 1 Easter Day 
                                           8.00am   1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                         10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                         11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
   
Wednesday         4     10.00am  Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
                                          12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 5       9.30am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
                                         11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
      12 noon  Funeral of Don Holley 
Friday 6      7.30pm  The Einstein Quiz - St Thomas Church Hall 
  
Sunday 8 Second  Sunday of Easter 
    10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
    Followed by the Fairtrade Stall 
  11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  4.00pm  Evening Prayer - Wookey Hole 
  
Wednesday       11          10.00am     Holy Communion - the Trinity Chapel 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
 Thursday          12         11.00 am   1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  5.30pm  Wedding rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
Saturday           14            12 noon  Wedding of Luigi Ricardo Costanza and Rhianna Ellouise Rumley 
  
Sunday 15 Third Sunday of Easter 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00pm  Matins - Wookey Hole 
  
Tuesday             17      7.30pm  St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group - The Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday  18           10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
   12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  7.00pm  St Cuthbert’s APCM 
Thursday 19      9.30am  Meditation group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 

Sunday     22 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  10.00am  Parish Communion  - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  
Wednesday         25        10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday   26    11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Saturday              28        11.00am  W I Centenary Celebrations - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 29 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
    8.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Wookey Hole 
          10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert  

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

