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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear Friends 

  
We come together to worship for many particular reasons, 
but we all come to enrich our lives with the worship of God 
and fellowship with others. Church is the place where we 
are fed and nourished for our spiritual lives. It goes without 
saying that for people to receive, there must be givers. For 
people to come to church as a place where they can 
simply ‘be’, there must be those who ‘do’. This give and 
take and mutual support is at the heart of church life. It is 
what allows us to live out the command to love one 
another as ourselves, and it also gives us the place to live 
out the other half of Jesus’ summary of the law: to love 
God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength. 

  
Because we have all benefitted from receiving when we 
come to church, we also need to consider how and what 
we give. Religion is not a service that you buy or opt into 
receiving – it’s a way of life – and Lent is a good time to 
consider our commitment and reassess what we can 
‘contribute to the needs of the saints’ (Romans 12:13). 
There are lots of things we can offer to the church, one of 
which is money of course, but I don’t want to talk about 
that at the moment. Another way is through commitment to 
worship. If we were solely to think of the worship offered 
by the church as a service for us, into which we could opt 
‘if we liked that sort of thing’, then we would simply come 
to what suited us and ignore the rest. Of course, I’m not 
trying to compel people to do something that they don’t 
want to do; instead I’m encouraging you to consider what 
your faith means to you, and what you could offer to the  

life of the faith community of which you are a member. 
Very often a simple gift of time through attendance and 
support of a special service or event can bring unexpected 
rewards, as the opportunity taken to love God and 
neighbour enriches the experience of all. 

  
So, this Lent and Holy Week I’d like you to consider 
coming to our extra services. Throughout Lent there are 
the prayers at the Foot of the Cross each Friday at 4:30pm 
at St Cuthbert’s. Full details of the Holy Week services are 
available in church. There will be Evening Prayer with 
Stations of the Cross on Monday to Wednesday of Holy 
Week at 7:00pm at St Cuthbert’s. There is a Passover 
meal and Maundy Thursday Service, also at St Cuthbert’s. 
On Good Friday there will be the usual walk of witness 
from St Cuthbert’s to the Market Place, beginning at 
10:00am. That afternoon Wookey Hole will have a Last 
Hour service at 2:00pm, and in the evening something 
new: a service of Tenebrae at St Cuthbert’s at 7:00pm. 
This is a service of readings and music, not entirely 
dissimilar in structure to a Christmas Carol Service, but 
with a very different atmosphere, obviously! Tenebrae 
sends you out at the lowest point of the Easter story, with 
Christ in the tomb, and from there the anticipation slowly 
builds towards the great celebration of Easter. I hope that 
we can walk together through Holy Week and come to 
Easter Day with joy in our hearts. 



‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  palms 

The people of the Hebrews 

With palms before thee went: 

Our prayer and praise and anthems 

Before thee we present. 

Those words from the hymn of St Theodulph, the 9th 
century bishop of Orleans, will be sung by congregations up 
and down the land on 25th March, as they relive the joy and 
triumph of our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm 
Sunday. The people then shouted ‘Hosanna to the Son of 
David.’ They spread their cloaks and cut down branches to 
strew before Jesus. St John tells us that they were palm 
branches – a reminder of the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles 
and traditionally a sign of rejoicing. 

That mood and that scene are captured in Pietro 
Lorenzetti’s painting (see the cover picture) of 1320 for the 
Basilica of St Francis in Assisi. The costumes and 
architecture are typical of medieval Siena, his birthplace, 
but we sense the colour and emotions of the gospel story. 
Three men are lopping off palm branches to lay on the 
road. Jesus sits on a donkey with a colt by His side. 
Everyone is caught up in the excitement, and there is a 
scribe with his goose feather pen ready to write down the 
event.  

When we gather on this Sunday, we shall hear the gospel 
of that entry read, and carry our own palms. They are often 
made into the shape of a cross because this day is a 
prelude to our Lord’s final earthly days of suffering and 
death. There is a reminder of that in this fresco. All the 
disciples behind Jesus have a halo – save one. It is Judas, 
who will play his part in that journey to Calvary. We keep 
our palm crosses from last Easter until the beginning of 
Lent. The palms spread beneath the donkey would have 
withered by the end of that first day, but our crosses will 
shine victoriously as we look beyond Good Friday to the joy 
of resurrection life on Easter Day.  

Revd Michael Burgess 

Mothering Sunday – 4th Sunday in Lent 

There is an old Jewish saying:  God could not be 
everywhere, and therefore He made mothers. 

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our 
human mothers - all of them have been part of the 
celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as the fourth Sunday in 
Lent is affectionately known.  It has been celebrated in the 
UK since at least the 16th century. 

In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to 
honour Cybele, Mother of all the Gods.  Other pagan 
festivals in honour of Mother Earth were also celebrated.  
With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became one 
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to 
craftsmen or working as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only 
one holiday a year on which to visit their families - which is 
how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name.  This special day 
became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was 
broken.  In some places the day was called Simnel Day, 

because of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes 
traditionally eaten on that day. 

In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways 
now resembles the American Mothers’ Day, with families 
going out to Sunday lunch and generally making a fuss of 
their mother on the day.   

 Making space 
I remember my father once saying ‘as you get older the 
seconds seem longer, but the years go by faster.’ I think he 
was right. Perhaps that’s your experience too? In March 
2014 I officially became the Bishop of Bath and Wells and 
began to ‘take up the reins’ and it’s two years since I was 
appointed the Lead Bishop for Safeguarding. The time has 
flown by.  Even more amazing is that this year I shall have 
been ordained for 38 years and I thank God for all that he 
has enabled me to see and do through those years. In my 
study there’s a picture of a much-younger me, taken at my 
ordination in 1980. Looking at it reminds me of the Lord’s 
grace and goodness to me and to Jane through those 
years. 

I will be taking some study leave in May and June this year. 
At one time these were called ‘sabbaticals’ and that word is 
from the same root as ‘Sabbath’, which means to take time 
to rest. I am particularly grateful to Bishop Ruth and the 
Bishop’s Staff who have encouraged me to take this time, 
especially as it will mean they will have to ‘keep an eye on 
the shop’.   

This will give me an opportunity to spend time reading and 
reflecting on what God may be saying about the priorities 
and opportunities for the diocese and the wider Church - 
and time to pray and think more about the challenges which 
lie ahead of us. During this time Jane and I have arranged 
to go to Israel. Neither of us has been there before and that 
in itself will be a wonderful experience. 

In the midst of busy, noisy and often crowded lives it is hard 
at times to make space to read and to pray, to make time to 
listen to God and to build our relationship with him. I am 
sure that having this precious gift of time will mean that I 
return renewed and refreshed for all that lies ahead as 
together we seek to live and tell the story of Jesus.  

Taking care of our spiritual lives is something we all need to 
do and Jesus took time to be apart with his Heavenly 
Father. I know not everyone can take study leave, but even 
a half day will often help to charge the ‘spiritual batteries’. I 
look forward to sharing with you some of what I have learnt 
when I get back to the desk. 

With warm Christian greetings, 

Rt Rev Peter Hancock 

Bishop of Bath and Wells  

Palms  
It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, young 
James stayed home from church with his grannie. When 
the family returned home, they were carrying several palm 
fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for. "People 
held them over Jesus' head as He walked by," his father 
told him. 
 
"Wouldn't you know it," James fumed, "the one Sunday I 
don't go, and He shows up." 
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Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing 
to offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

 Mothers’ Union 
On Wednesday 18 April at 10.30am, we will have the 
chance to meet Bev Jullien who is the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Mothers’ Union. This will be held at St 
Thomas’ Church in Wells. 

You are all very welcome to come along and join us! 

Lynn 

Traidcraft stall at St Cuthbert 
will be held after the morning service on Sunday 18th March. 

Taizé Services at Henton 

Henton Church are holding Taizé services at 6.30.pm on  
28th January and 25th March. The worship style is very 
meditative, consisting of readings, prayers, soft music and 
song in a peaceful, candlelit atmosphere. It invites you to 
reflect, explore, discover a spiritual presence. 

Mary Martin 

HOME INSURANCE. 

The fabric and contents of St Cuthbert’s church are insured 
with Ecclesiastical, a leading property insurer based in 
Gloucester, and which was recently voted by its customers 
as the UK’s Most Trusted Home Insurer. 

To celebrate the company’s 130th anniversary Ecclesiastical 
are offering to pay £130 to St Cuthbert’s church for every 
new home insurance policy taken out with the company by 
a parishioner/clergy during the whole of 2018. 

 To take advantage of this offer visit 
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and 
quote TRUST130. 

      Christian Meditation at St Cuthbert’s 

 Journey to the Heart  -  A Lent Pilgrimage  

A pilgrimage is a journey to a 
sacred place, made in the spirit of 
searching, with an openness to 
what the journey can teach. The 
journey may be outward, to a 
place of special significance, or 
inward – a journey to the heart.  

During Lent we will be reflecting 
on the theme of pilgrimage, using 
the insights and experiences of 
some contemporary pilgrims to 
lead us into our time of meditation. 
We will explore the importance of 

preparation and letting go, perseverance in challenging 
circumstances and living in the present moment – all of 
which are also necessary for the inner journey of 
meditation. 

Lent sessions will take place on (Feb 15th), March 1st and 
March 15th. 

We meet on Thursday mornings from 9.30 to 10.30, in the 
Trinity Chapel in St Cuthbert’s Church. Each session follows 
a similar format of welcome, a short talk, a 25 minute period 
of meditation and a closing reading and prayer. There is 
time for questions and reflections and refreshments are 
available in Cuthbert’s Kitchen after the session. 
  
If you would like an opportunity to spend some time in 
stillness and silence during Lent, you will be most welcome 
at any of the sessions. If you are unfamiliar with the simple 
practice of Christian Meditation, a brief introduction will be 
given.  
  
For more information contact Carol Hince on 01749 678831 

or at    cjhince@btinternet.com  
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
http://www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130
mailto:cjhince@btinternet.com
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
http://www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130
mailto:cjhince@btinternet.com


  Letter from Wookey Hole 
The mills of God grind slowly,claims the poet but surely not 
as slowly as all the diocesan and legal requirements for the 
establishment and development of the Community Garden 
which this month moved a little further forward. On the 
afternoon of Sunday, February 4th there was a well-
attended and useful meeting in church, over tea and cakes. 
Villagers had all been leafletted and invited to fill in a 
questionnaire with ideas about the garden and these were 
discussed. Some were dismissed as impractical, others 
greeted with enthusiasm.   
  
We have also had a visit this week from James Heappey 
who showed great interest in the plans and made helpful 
suggestions about funding. 
                                                              
Meanwhile, there are some fascinating old photographs in 
the church showing the interior and churchyard in past 
centuries including a charming picture of an Edwardian 
wedding. And we also have a summer wedding to look 
forward to. 
  
Elizabeth Talbott 

Wookey Hole WI, February meeting 
Jenny reported that the first meeting of the working party 
that is to make our banner has decided on a design, and 
that two members, Sue B. and Aileen will be sewing the 
vital pieces, the cave and the witch. The borders will 
incorporate the Suffragette colours of green and purple to 
commemorate the granting of limited voting rights to 
women in 1918. We plan to carry our banner in the Parade 
through Wells that is planned as part of the Somerset 
Federation of WIs Centenary celebrations.   

Vice President Sue Harding presided over the meeting, 
welcoming our speaker, Mr Alan Hale. He treated us to an 
entertaining account of his time, back in the last century, in 
the police force in Bristol. In the course of his career he 
encountered a wide variety of incidents and people, not to 
mention animals. Which included a goat that was tempted, 
with peppermints, into the back of the patrol car in order to 
pass the problem to the mounted section, which had 
suitable accommodation for it. 

He started out as a cadet, in spite of failing the college 
exams that he was expected to pass. At that time patrols 
were on foot, and records of incidents and observations 
were kept in hand written books. Cadets were sometimes 
used as nuisance crowds, to train the horses of the 
mounted section. 

He progressed through the bicycle without gears stage, to 
small panda cars, which were notoriously slow, to large and 
fast traffic patrol cars. Along the way were many training 
courses, including advanced motoring and horse riding. 
Although he managed the latter to the stage of jumping low 
obstacles without stirrups, saddle or reins, the theory was 
another matter. He didn’t ride for pleasure afterwards as his 
wife, being an A and E nurse, had seen too many results of 
riding accidents. 

One of the most rewarding parts of his later career was 
liaison with schools, he once answered a 999 call, and 
found that the child who answered the door already knew 

him from his visit to her school, and was reassured by his 
presence. 

Since his retirement he has been kept busy with council 
work and the Baptist Church magazine, which relieves him 
of the need to garden or do DIY. He was thanked by 
Elizabeth, who remembered the days when each district 
and each village had their own police officer. 

Rose Docherty 

Lent 
 By Robert Herrick (17th century poet and cleric) 

  
Is this a Fast, to keep 
 The larder lean? 
     And clean 
From fat of veals and sheep? 
  
Is it to quit the dish 
 Of flesh, yet still 
     To fill 
The platter high with fish? 
  
Is it to fast an hour, 
 Or ragg’d go, 
     Or show 
A down-cast look and sour? 
  
  

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group held their Annual 
Dinner at the Connect Centre on Tuesday 20th February - it 
was well attended. 

The Raffle raised £71 towards our year’s project, Bubwith 
Chapel repairs. If you have never been there, the chapel is 
well worth a visit. 

Thank you to Faye, the Raffle helpers and all those who 
contributed prizes. 

Maureen 

From the Registers 2018 

Banns of Marriage 
Luigi Ricardo Costanza & Rheanna Ellouise Rumley 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
February 13th           Clive William John Daly 

February 26th           Winifred Flower     

Antonia Gwynn 

Beautiful 

The English test had only one question: ‘Write an essay on 
“The Most Beautiful Thing I Ever Saw.”’    One of the 
students finished his essay in less than a minute. It read in 
its entirety: "The most beautiful thing I ever saw was just 
too beautiful for words."  

He got the only A in the class. 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No: ‘tis a Fast to dole 
 Thy sheaf of wheat 
     And meat 
Unto the hungry soul. 
  
It is to fast from strife 
 And old debate, 
     And hate; 
To circumcise thy life. 
  
To show a heart grief-rent; 
 To starve thy sin, 
     Not bin; 
And that’s to keep thy Lent.



Wookey Hole Ladies’ Circle 
The speaker booked for today’s talk was unable to attend, 
so our own Edith Kenny stepped in to give us a talk on 
Reflections. 
  
Nursing has been around, in some form or another, since 
homo sapiens’ time began. The nursing profession pre-
dates its traditional beginning in the mid 19th century. The 
inception of Florence Nightingale’s famous nursing career 
became the focal point of nursing from 1853, when she first 
travelled to the Crimea, with her equally famous lamp, to 
nurse many injured soldiers. 
  

Edith’s training in nursing began in Bath Royal United 
Hospital, during a time when married women were not 
permitted to train as nurses. How times have changed. It 
was then, during Edith’s training when, in 1948, Nye Bevan 
launched the National Health Service with the ambitious 
plan of bring healthcare to all, when people would be cared 
for ‘from cradle to grave’. Nursing evolved through the 20th 
century and is one of the most important professions in the 
NHS. 
  

Before 1948, healthcare was available to those who could 
afford to pay for treatment; others, who had sufficient funds, 
could take out an insurance. Edith explained that funds for 
services were always sought after and donations were 
controlled by a voluntary committee and the, then powerful, 
hospital Matron. 
  
Edith’s nursing training began with Preliminary Nursing 
Training (PTS); this consisted of twelve weeks of basic 
nursing skills; following which nursing trainees went onto the 
wards, to begin their three year training, leading to 
becoming a State Registered Nurse, RGN. Edith’s nursing 
salary was just £5.00 per month and nurses attended 
training during their own time. 
  
The war was over, but rationing continued and food was 
scarce. Each person was allowed just two ounces of butter 
and four ounces of sugar per week and all food items were 
rationed.  Edith’s was an interactive talk with some of our 
ladies reminiscing as many memories were evoked of those 
days. 
  
The discovery and use of mass produced antibiotics 
revolutionised nursing. Sulphonamides were used from 
1935, with penicillin’s use in the war beginning in 1943 and 
by D Day in 1944 it was widely used to treat soldiers. After 
the war streptomycin was used for the treatment of 
tuberculosis. 
  
Edith wanted a relaxed environment for her talk, so tables 
were arranged cafe style encouraging interaction. This was 
a successful and very enjoyable talk. Thanks were given by 
Margaret Plaster along with a reminder that next month’s 
talk on Tuesday March 6th is to be given by Mrs Flux on 
Faberge Eggs. 
  

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Circle is held every first Tuesday of the 
month in the Wookey Hole Community Hall, beginning at 
14.30 
  
Linda Danson 

Christian Aid Week 
This will be from 13th to 19th May. Look out for details next 

month. 

CTWA Lent House Groups meeting 
Sunday 18th March, 6.30pm at Wells United Church 

This meeting will look at the Lent Groups’ ‘Faith Pictures’ 
material. 

Mary Martin 

OTHAFA 2018—
advance notice 

The Over the Hills and Far 
Away walk this year will be 
on Saturday 16th June, and 
will be around the Timsbury 
area. Further details will 
undoubtedly follow, after the 
route has been reconnoitred. 

Bill Oke 

Marriage advice 
  
'I'm in a terrible fix,' moaned Mark. 'I'm in love with both 
Susie and Maria and I don't know which to marry.'    

'No problem,' said Sean. 'I know you're not a Catholic, but 
call in at St Patrick's on the way home tonight, kneel down 
and ask God for help.’  

Next morning Sean found Mark grinning from ear to ear.  'It 
worked. It's a miracle,' Mark enthused. 'I walked in, knelt 
down and there it was written in red across the altar cloth: 
AVE MARIA!  So, I will!’ 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 M
ar

ch
 2

01
8

	 	 	 	 		Lent	Lunches	

	 	 	 	 in	Wells		2018	
 

Come and enjoy a soup and 
bread lunch  	

at the Seager Hall, Union Street 	

12.00 noon – 1.30 pm	

Remaining	dates	are: 	

Monday 5th March	

Monday 12th March *	

Monday 19th March	

 	
Suggested donation of £3.50 for lunch	

Supporting Christian Aid 	

* St Cuthbert’s will be providing the lunch on 12th March 



What the teacher says and what the 
teacher means…. 

If you have ever wondered what the teachers really think of 
your child, you may enjoy these snippets from real 
reports….and the thought behind them! 

James has a remarkable ability in gathering needed 
information from his classmates.   (He was caught cheating 
on an exam.) 

Karen is an endless fund of energy and viability. (Your 
hyperactive monster can't stay put for five minutes.) 

Fantastic imagination!  (He's one of the biggest liars I have 
ever met.) 

Margie exhibits a relaxed attitude to school, indicating that 
high expectations don't intimidate her.   (The lazy thing 
hasn't done one assignment all term.) 

Sue is a real athlete, with superior hand-eye coordination.  
(The little creep stung me with a rubber band from 15 feet 
away.) 

Nick thrives on interaction with his peers.  (Your son never 
shuts up.)  

Nancy’s greatest asset is demonstrative public discussions. 
(Every time I give an assignment, she responds by sparking 
a classroom argument over it.) 

John enjoys the thrill of engaging challenges with his peers. 
(He's an incorrigible bully.) 

Jane is an adventurous nature lover, who rarely misses 
opportunities to explore new territory.  (Your daughter skipped 
class and nearly drowned trying to catch wriggly things in the 
school pond.) 

Food for thought 
In the old days child guidance was something parents were 
expected to provide, not to submit to. 

A recession is a period when people do without the things their 
parents never had. 

A punctual person is patient, because he gets that way waiting 
for those who are not punctual. 

A preacher should never say ‘Finally’ – and certainly not more 
than once!   

The Women’s World Day of Prayer service this year has been 
written by the women of Suriname (on the north-east coast of 

South America). 

This service is not just for women—ALL are welcome 

   Tired of cleaning up after bats? 

Bats in the belfry are becoming a serious problem for many 
churches around the country.   

Volunteers spend hours cleaning bat urine and excrement off 
of pews and floors, and some vicars have even been known to 
have to brush bat droppings out of their hair while taking a 
service of Holy Communion. Valuable works of art such as 
centuries-old murals may also be at risk.  Often there are more 
bats in the church than people in the congregation – as in one 
church in Lincolnshire, which currently has 700 bats roosting in 
the belfry. 

And yet, of course, it is illegal to stop a bat from reaching its 
roost, which means that many churches are unable to cover 
up holes in their walls and doors which bats use for access.   

So now more and more churches are applying for the Bats and 
Churches Partnership, which can monitor the bats, to see 
whether church managers could be allowed to take actions to 
protect their historic buildings.  The general overall consensus 
seems to be that while people don’t want to harm bats, they do 
want to have a clean church, ‘so that it can be used for the 
purpose it’s been intended for’ – a place for local people to 
worship.  
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THURSDAY 8th March 

7.30pm VICTORIA AND ABDUL  (PG) Drama/History 

In her latter years, Victoria, the Queen of England and 
Empress of India (Judi Dench), found solace in the company 
of an Indian clerk Abdul Karim (Ali Fazal), who went on to 
become her Urdu teacher, spiritual adviser and closest 
confidant. Based on Shrabani Basu's book on this 
extraordinary true story, the film takes a bittersweet look at 
this little-known friendship that caused a furore within the 
royal household. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at the foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3             More info and a trailer at:     

wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Amy Carmichael – founder of the  
Dohnavur Fellowship 

Not many teenagers, on becoming a Christian, will devote 
themselves to winning others for Christ in a foreign land. 
Amy was such a person. She left Britain to live in a tiny 
village in Southern India. Here, for the next 56 years, Amy 
rescued hundreds of orphaned and vulnerable children, and 
served her Lord in Dohnavur.  

Amy Wilson Carmichael had been born in Ireland on 16th 
December 1867, into a devout  Presbyterian family in 
Belfast. When she was 16, Amy had become a Christian, 
and decided to start a mission for mill girls. When she came 
into contact with the Keswick movement, she sensed a call 
to serve abroad. 

At first, Amy planned to go to China, but ill health prevented 
her from travelling. Later, for 15 months, she worked in 
Japan, but the climate was detrimental to her health.  In 
1895, she went to India to evangelise around Bangalore, and 
then, in order to escape rising political violence, she moved 
on to Dohnavur. 

Here she met a girl called Preena, who had escaped being a 
slave in a Hindu temple. From that moment, Amy knew she 
had found her true calling.  She dedicated the rest of her life 
to rescuing girls and boys who had been given by parents or 
relatives to serve in the temple as prostitutes. 

Amy donned Indian dress and learnt about the Hindu culture 
and showed the love of Christ through her compassion. 
Overcoming much hardship and danger, Amy expanded her 
evangelistic work to establish a centre for homes, schools 
and a hospital. The Dohnavur Fellowship still continues 
today. 

In 1931, Amy suffered a severe injury that virtually confined 
her to bed for the next 20 years. Despite this, she wrote 13 
of her 35 books and many thousands of letters. Amy based 
her life on prayer and trusted God for all her needs. She died 
on 18th January 1950, aged 83. 

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
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cleaning the church 
  

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

 
I must begin with a confession. I know it is wrong of me, but 
last Wednesday I coveted your modern, purpose-built, user-
friendly worship centre. Your concrete cube may have all the 
aesthetic charm of a suburban bus shelter, but it is clean, 
bright and does not have the propensity for sheltering dead 
animals in dark corners. 
 
March at St. James the Least brings an annual event I dread: 
the Boon Day. There is a certain irony in the ladies of the 
parish – who without exception employ dailies to do all their 
domestic cleaning and dusting – getting together to wash, 
polish and scrape 12 months-worth of accumulated dirt from 
the church interior.  

Having very obviously put in hours of thought about correct 
dress – not looking as if they’re set for drinks at the golf club, 
but equally not giving the impression that wielding a mop and 
bucket comes naturally to them – they arrive equipped with 
the Cartier equivalents of bleach and dusters. I am slightly 
surprised Admiral Wetherspoon’s wife knows which end of a 
brush should be held. 
 
Miss Pemberton’s over-enthusiastic use of bleach for 
cleaning the sanctuary floor in the Lady Chapel makes one 
feel one is entering a public lavatory rather than a house of 
God. Books, service sheets and collection plates have all 
been so efficiently tidied away that it will take months before 
anyone can find anything. Lost coins are placed in the 
collection box, long-forgotten gloves and scarves put out for 
the next jumble sale, and dead pigeons and mice placed on 
the compost heap. 
 
Just as archaeologists date various layers of a dig from the 
artefacts they recover, the ladies cleaning the choir stalls 
have determined precisely when the tenors changed from 
spearmint to peppermint chews during the sermon, as they 
shovelled through 52 Sundays-worth of lost mints. 
Our great moment of crisis came when Lady Dawes decided 
to clean the statue of St. James the Least, standing in his 
niche above the high altar. An eight foot, 50 year-old step 
ladder and an 18 stone seventy year-old dowager are not an 
ideal combination. St. James had stood on his plinth, 
unmolested, for the best part of 500 years, two fingers held in 
a sign of blessing. Until last Wednesday.  

For Lady D’s last flourish, removing the cobwebs from St. 
James’ head, caused her to lose her balance. She grasped 
for something for support, failed, and hit the floor still holding 
one of our saint’s two fingers. He now stands – admittedly 
very clean – but with only one finger raised to the 
congregation in a far from saintly gesture. A little judicious 
application of glue will be necessary before he makes his true 
intentions clear. 

And so we now live in a state of uninhabitable order and 
hygiene. Within a month, the skills of mice and men should 
hopefully return us to our preferred ambience for Christian 
worship. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

What’s in the offering? 
(To cheer up our counting teams) 

  
I love to count the offering 
One never knows what lies within 
The plates and bags of offertory – 
What have we here? Now let us see! 
  
For “humbled” is the word for me 
To see the generosity 
Of folk who dig so very deep 
To give that money every week. 
  
But, other things within the plate! 
I stand there, and with laughter shake! 
Sometimes I can’t believe to see 
The offering’s variety! 
  
Empty wrappers cause a fuss; 
Used tickets from the local bus; 
In foreign coins – a tidy sum, 
I’ve even found some chewing gum! 
  
And, while I count, my dinner waits 
But once I found within those plates, 
From one who knew I’d peckish be – 
A chocolate coin, just for me! 
  
You know, within my mortal puff 
Among the cash, and other stuff 
I would not find it very odd 
To find an IOU to God! 

...and for organ scholars 



DIARY FOR  MARCH 2018 

  Thursday 1  9.30am  Meditation Group - the Trinity Chapel 
  10.30am  Women’s World Day of Prayer Rehearsal - St Cuthbert  
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday 2    10.30am  Women’s World Day of Prayer Service - St Cuthbert 
  4.30pm  Prayers at the Foot of the Cross - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 4 Third Sunday  of Lent  
                                             8.00am   1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  12 noon  Baptism of Daisy Grace Luck - St Cuthbert 

Monday 5     12 noon  Lent Lunches at the Seager Hall 
Tuesday 6      2.00pm   ‘Good Afternoon’ Choir - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 7    10.00am  Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 8    10.00am  Welcome Group meeting - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday 9      4.30pm  Prayers at the Foot of the Cross 
Saturday      10     10.30—11.30am Posy making  - St Cuthbert 
   
Sunday 11 Mothering Sunday  
  10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                           11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  4.00pm  Evening Prayer - Wookey Hole 
  
Monday 12      12 noon  Wedding rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Lent Lunches at the Seager Hall 
Tuesday 13      1.30pm  Wedding of Dale Maunders and Chanel Chipperfield - St Cuthbert      
Wednesday 14    10.00am  Holy Communion - the Trinity Chapel 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  2.00 pm  Burial of ashes - St Cuthbert 
  7.00 pm  St Cuthbert PCC meeting 
Thursday 15      9.30am   Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday 16      4.30pm  Prayers at the Foot of the Cross - St Cuthbert 
Saturday 17      7.30pm  Bristol Male Voice Choir concert - St Cuthbert 
   
Sunday 18 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
    Followed by the Fairtrade Stall 
  11.00pm  Matins - Wookey Hole 
  
Monday 19     12 noon  Lent Lunches at the Seager Hall 
Tuesday 20      2.00pm  St Cuthbert’s Infants’ School service 
  7.30pm  St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group - The Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday 21   10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 22    11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday 23      2.00pm  St Cuthbert’s Junior School service 
  4.30pm  Prayers at the Foot of the Cross 
  
Sunday 25 Palm Sunday        HOLY WEEK 
  8.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Wookey Hole 
  10.00am  Liturgy of the Day - St Cuthbert 

Monday 26     7.00 pm  Evening Prayer & Way of the Cross - St Cuthbert 
Tuesday 27      2.00pm  ‘Good Afternoon’ Choir - St Cuthbert 
  7.00pm  Evening Prayer & Way of the Cross - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 28    10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  7.00pm  Evening Prayer & Way of the Cross  - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 29 Maundy Thursday 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  6.30pm  Passover Seder followed by Liturgy of the Day - St Cuthbert 
Friday 30 Good Friday 
  10.00am  Ecumenical Service followed by Walk of Witness - St Cuthbert 
  2.00pm  The Last Hour (Wookey Hole 
  7.00pm  ‘Tenebrae’ with St Cuthbert’s Choir - St Cuthbert 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

