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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear Friends 

The 14 February, this month, is significant for 
these churches for a couple of reasons, neither of 
which relate to the fact that it is Valentine’s Day! 
One is that is sees the retirement of Sheila 
Jenkins after 32 years of service as verger at St 
Cuthbert’s. This is an important milestone for us 
and for her, and we wish her the very best in her 
well-earned retirement. The second is that it is 
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. This season 
of penitence and preparation has, since the early 
centuries of Christianity, been an opportunity for 
Christians to deepen their faith in preparation for 
the Easter celebration, as well as an opportunity 
for new Christians to prepare for baptism at 
Easter. 

But how can we have a good Lent today? There 
are four traditional themes or activities to focus 
on: penitence, self-denial, study and almsgiving. 

Penitence: Personal confession is not common in 
the Anglican tradition. Instead, we make a 
corporate confession of sin in the Sunday liturgy, 
and receive a general absolution. To make this 
meaningful, and not mere words, we need to 
prepare through self-examination. Before you 
come to church on a Sunday morning, make a 
mental account of any way you have wronged 
other people or God’s creation during the past 
week. Hold them before God during the Prayers 
of Penitence, and resolve to avoid such sins 
during the coming week. If you are not going to be 

in church, you can still take time on Sunday to 
start the week in the right way, with forgiveness. 

Self-denial: Giving up chocolate or alcohol are 
the classic choices, but other options are 
available; you know best what you can least do 
without! Self-denial is not about ‘being good’ by 
giving up something ‘naughty’. It’s a physical act 
of penitence which helps to train the will, and 
turns our natural physical desires into a prompt to 
remember what Jesus has done for us. To enjoy 
your first bite of chocolate egg or glass of 
champagne on Easter Day is not to return to sinful 
normality, but to enjoy the good things of creation 
with a hard-won and heightened sense of 
appreciation. 

And remember: Lent has 40 days. Counting from 
Ash Wednesday, that only takes you up to Palm 
Sunday. If you’re giving up something until Easter 
Day, you can relax your fast on Sundays in good 
conscience, if you so wish.  

Study: Small groups are being held in the city, in 
cooperation with other churches. To find out more, 
come to church and pick up some more 
information. Alternatively, you could read Mark’s 
Gospel, which is our focus this lectionary year. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book this 
year is Say it to God: In Search of Prayer, by Luigi 
Gioia. This book aims to provide ‘a welcome 
encouragement to all those who feel the need to 
freshen their practice of prayer.’ 

Photo by kind permission of Brendan Doyle



Almsgiving: The Bishops’ Lent Appeal 2018     (continued) 
marks 40 years of our link with the church in Zambia by 
raising money for lay ministry in Somerset and Zambia. 
There will be an opportunity to give in church during Lent, 
or further details are available at www.bathandwells.org.uk/
2018/01/bishops-lent-appeal-2018-2. Why not set aside 
your spare change, or a set amount each week, to give to 
this deserving cause? 

With best wishes 

Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing 
to offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

Traidcraft stall in February 
This month the Traidcraft stall in St Cuthbert will be open 
on Sunday 4th February after the morning service. Mary 

If you like pancakes, they will be be served in Cuthbert’s 
Kitchen from 10.30 am on Shrove Tuesday, 13th February 

 The oldest Bible comes back to the UK 
The world’s oldest surviving complete Latin Bible returns to 
the UK this autumn.  It left these shores for Rome 1302 
years ago, when monks in the northeast of England sent it 
as a gift to Pope Gregory II. 

The Codex Amiatinus was one of only three produced at the 
twin monasteries of Wearmouth and Jarrow.  (One has 
since got lost, and the other survives in fragments.)  It was 
kept safe for centuries at the Abbey of the Saviour in Monte 
Amiata, in Tuscany.  Then in the 18th century it was sent to 
the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, in Florence. 

It is the Laurenziana which has now agreed to send it back 
to the UK, alongside the Lindisfarne Gospels, for its 
exhibition ‘Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms’, which begins in 
October. 

The Bible is 12 inches thick, and weighs 35kg.  It contains 
both Old and New Testaments, and was written on 1030 
leaves made from the skins of at least 515 sheep.  It has 
been called one of the greatest treasures of Anglo-Saxon 
times. 

Mothers’ Union 
Following our December meeting when we combined with 
the Cathedral Prayers at the Bishop’s Palace Chapel, we 
will similarly be joining in with the Cathedral Prayers at our 
meeting on Thursday 15 February at 11.30am. This is held 
in the Lady Chapel in Wells Cathedral ,and we will be 
having a lunch in the café afterwards. 

At the following meeting on Wednesday 18 April at 
10.30am, we will have the chance to meet Bev Jullien who 
is the Chief Executive Officer of the Mothers’ Union. This 
will be held at St Thomas’ Church in Wells. 

You are all very welcome to come along and join us! 

Lynn 

News about Suse Ison-Stierer 
All is well with the family, and Suse is to serve her Curacy at 
St Mary’s Church, Bridgwater. Her Ordination Service will 
be on 1st July 2018 – no further details are available yet. 

Please pray for Suse in the last phase of her college 
training. 

Mary Thorne 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

18

Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to church 
and would appreciate receiving Holy Communion at 

home, please contact either the Parish Office (01749 
676906 or email office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  

or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish Office, 
telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
 Our AGM was held in the Lawrence Centre as usual. There 
were many apologies, mainly due to illness or the very cold 
weather. 
Jane welcomed everyone who attended, including a new 
member, Kate, and also Sam, who delivered a short homily 
and prayers at the start of the meeting. 

Sarah read the Minutes of last year’s AGM, which were 
approved and signed. 

Jane then gave the Chairperson’s report for 2017, 
reminding us of all our meetings and outings and thanking 
the committee and members for their support throughout 
the year. The Group has made a great contribution to the 
life of the church. 

As Mary was away, Pam went through the Treasurer’s 
report, which had been checked by Malcolm Spicer. As a 
result of our fundraising we were able to send £545 to our 
charity- Wells First Responders, for which they were very 
grateful. 

All officers and committee were unanimously re- elected for 
2018 and we are very happy to welcome Maggie as a new 
committee member.  

Our charity for 2018 will be to support work at the Bubwith 
Almshouses Chapel. 

Our Annual Dinner will be on 20th February at the Connect 
Centre : 7 for 7.30pm. 

Bring your own drinks. Thank you Fay for your organization! 

After tea and coffee we played a drawing game to complete 
a very pleasant evening. 

Jane 

 Letter from Wookey Hole 

Unfortunately our church warden Elizabeth was struck 
down by a bug which immobilised her over Christmas till 
now more or less. So I am taking over as I too used to be 
church warden. 

Our Christmas Carol service and concert with choir and 
orchestra went extremely well and we were very grateful to 
have a large input from St Cuthberts choir. The church was 
packed and the occasion was aided by glorious flowers 
from the flower ladies and mulled wine and mince pies from 
our other church warden David and his wife and others. 
Juliet received grateful letters appreciating that the 
community was drawn together by this event. The vicar and 
his wife and daughter sang and played and other villagers 
performed after the service as well as before so it was a 
very convivial time. 

The Midnight service was taken by HughTalbott but was not 
as well attended as expected. Then the Christmas Day 
service was celebrated with Sam and Christmas was 
completed. 

We now look forward to whatever 2018 may bring and send 
you our best wishes for the New Year 

Lucy 

Wookey Hole WI, January meeting 
John Dando came to talk to us in the thirty eighth year of 
his involvement with Somerset Carnivals. His enthusiasm is 
still undimmed, in spite of the hard work that it has entailed 
over the years. Many people don’t realise that the parades 
during November are just the culmination of a whole year of 
work, not just building the cart, but fund raising to pay for all 
the materials and equipment that are needed. The term 
‘cart’ rather than ‘float’ is used by the clubs for historical 
reasons dating back to the early Guy Fawkes parades in 
the 17th Century, when a farmer’s cart was used to carry 
costumed revellers over the rough and rutted roads of 
Bridgwater.  

John has served on committees at both club and 
association level, and organised bingo and litter picking 
among other things in order to keep the show on the road. 
The biggest clubs need to raise around £35,000 and the 
smaller ones £11,000, to provide the show we can watch 
for nothing if we choose. The Carnival circuit is entirely 
funded by the efforts of members, unlike the St Paul’s 
Carnival in Bristol, or the Notting Hill Carnival in London. 
The 2012 Olympics also had arts funding for publicity for 
the Weymouth strand, with which John was involved. He 
found that the funds were very soon eaten up by meetings, 
the work involved needed the same ingenuity that he’d 
always used for Carnival.  

He showed us a variety of costumes, one in diamond 
patterned fabric for a Harlequin theme that they had 
needed to source from Germany, as it was unobtainable in 
the UK. One or two of the other outfits looked fine in 
daylight, but he told us that they’d been a disappointment, 
the colours looking flat under artificial light. It was an 
example of the complexities and technicalities of the 
enterprise, which goes even beyond the engineering 
expertise that sets up the impressive moving parts on some 
of the carts. 

John’s current interest is in the ‘Carnivals in Somerset 
Promotion Project’, which aims to engage and foster the 
interest of young people and teach the necessary skills, as 
the current Carnival people are aging. They have liaised 
with schools, and have found that as well as the 
practicalities, the youngsters gain confidence from learning 
to work in teams. He plans to donate his fee for speaking to 
us to this educational enterprise.  

He was thanked by Anne for his very interesting and 
informative talk.  

Rose Docherty  

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

18



PCC Report—17th January 2018 
The meeting was mainly concerned with the substantial list 
of tasks performed and identified by the retirement of Sheila 
Jenkins as verger and how they were to be covered.   
Standing Committee proposed and the PCC approved that 
a temporary administrator be employed initially while the 
church identifies and refines the job description for the 
permanent role; this temporary arrangement would last from 
15 February until the PCC meeting in May, and up to the 
September meeting if necessary.   Other non-administration 
tasks would be covered by the appointment of a Sacristan 
and volunteers. 

Finance budgets for this financial year were presented by 
the Treasurer, he gave an overview and answered 
questions.  Swift boxes: David Green reported that a 
meeting regarding the boxes was taking place with an 
expert and would report back.  Springwatch programme had 
initially had Health and Safety concerns with filming of the 
ravens and had recently contacted David, but no further 
progress so far.  Fabric Group had identified various urgent 
repairs and PCC agreed to the cost, which would be funded 
by the maintenance budget .   Noticeboard facing Priest 
Row permission and design approved and would shortly be 
installed.  Welcome Group had met which now included 
new members and initiatives and ideas discussed to further 
the welcome of St Cuthbert’s  i.e. welcome packs, useful  
information for newcomers/volunteers.  Poppy Trail 2018  
Rosemary Bailey asked that she could once again stage 
this event in St Cuthbert’s, there is an increase in the 
number of churches involved. 

Sheila Linegar, PCC Secretary 

 George Herbert, priest and poet 1633 

If we were to name someone prominent from the 17th 
century, we might mention Rembrandt or Shakespeare. It is 
unlikely we would remember George Herbert.  However, he 
was a prolific writer, a gifted speaker and musician. His 
hymns are still sung today.   

Herbert was born into a wealthy family in Mid-Wales on 3rd 
April 1593. His father was a Member of Parliament who died 
when Herbert was 3 years old. His mother moved her large 
family to London where, aged 12, Herbert entered 
Westminster School. In 1609, his mother remarried, and 
Herbert left home to be a student at Trinity College, 
Cambridge.  

By the age of 23, Herbert had graduated with two degrees. 
He was fluent in Latin and Greek and in 1620 was elected as 
the University's Public Orator. He held this position for seven 
years, and for a short time was MP in his home town in 
Wales.   

Although Herbert was securing an illustrious future and his 
speeches had gained the attention of King James 1, he was 
restless. He felt God was calling him to the priesthood and 
much of Herbert’s poetry expressed his inner spiritual 
conflicts. 

When the King died in 1625, and two influential patrons also 
died at about the same time, Herbert responded to God’s call 
on his life and gave up his secular ambitions. He married in 
1629, and became a priest in a small Anglican church in 
Bemerton in Wiltshire. 

Here he found inner peace at last, serving God in the local 
community. His poetic talent continued to flourish along with 
his musicianship as a skilled lutenist. After only three years 
as a priest, he died of tuberculosis on 1st March 1633. He 
was 39. 

Some ninety of Herbert’s poems have been set to music by 
such composers as Ralph Vaughan Williams and Benjamin 
Britten. His most well-known hymns are Teach me my God 
and King, Let all the world in every corner sing and King of 
glory, king of peace. 

A number of artistic commemorations of Herbert exist in 
several churches and cathedrals including a stained-glass 
window in Westminster Abbey and a statue at the front of 
Salisbury Cathedral. 
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Lent	Lunches	

in	Wells		2018	
 

Come and enjoy a soup and bread 
lunch  	

at the Seager Hall, Union Street 	

12.00 noon – 1.30 pm	

 	

Monday 19th February	

Monday 26th February	

Monday 5th March	

Monday 12th March *	

Monday 19th March	

 	
Suggested donation of £3.50 for lunch	

Supporting Christian Aid 	

* St Cuthbert’s will be providing the lunch on 12th March 



Dear Friends: 
  
We write to ask your help as we seek people to join us for two 
exciting learning opportunities in Zambia later this year. 
  
The visits form part of the 40th anniversary celebrations of the 
Bath Wells-Zambia link and are a result of conversations and 
our own experiences from our trip to Zambia with Bishop Ruth 
in 2017. 
  
We have been promoting both opportunities across 
newsletters and social media channels, and offer a quick 
summary for your reference here. 
  
The first, Live. Learn. Link. will see a group of 30 lay and 
ordained people of different backgrounds, stages of ministry, 
ages and from both urban and rural parishes to travel to 
Zambia to learn and experience what it means to live and tell 
the story of Jesus in a very different culture.  
  
The second is the Young Adult Exchange where we look to 
take 10 young adults aged 18-24 to Zambia in the summer. 
They will host their Zambia guests here in the UK the following 
month.  The exchange will focus on exploring a Jesus-shaped 
life, as we seek to live and tell the story of Jesus in our own 
cultures, lives, homes, churches and communities. 
  
More details and application forms are available via the 
diocesan website, please do share this 
link  www.bathandwells.org.uk/2017/11/called-live-link-
zambia/ with those who you feel might be called to this 
experience. You might also want to encourage them to contact 
us for an informal chat. 
 
We are excited about the plans and hope and pray that you 
and individuals in your parishes will be too. 
  
Jane Chamberlain  
Training Team Leader, Ministry for Mission 
 
Tony Cook  
Go Team Adviser and Assistant Director, Education 
Department 

OTHAFA 2018—advance notice 

The Over the Hills and Far Away walk this year will be on 
Saturday 16th June, and will be around the Timsbury area. 
Further details will undoubtedly follow, after the route has been 
reconnoitred. 

Bill Oke 

Our Alongside-Helpers 
There are many words in modern English that begin with the 
prefix ‘para’, but nowadays undoubtedly the best-known is 
‘paramedic’. We all know what they do. We’ve seen them in 
their green jackets on television, at road traffic accidents and 

terrorist incidents, kneeling beside the wounded and dying. 
We’ve also seen their work in many TV documentaries and 
dramas, so that their appearance on our door-step when we’ve 
dialled 999 is both unsurprising and welcome. Over sixty years 
ago during my national service I was, I suppose, for a while a 
kind of proto-paramedic - I and my colleague Taffy (still a 
friend) were the emergency medical team on a large RAF 
station in Berkshire. We had had some training, but nothing 
like the level of today’s paramedics. 

The title intrigues me, because the ‘para’ bit always means 
something like ‘with’ or ‘alongside’.  Think of parallel lines, or 
parachute.  There’s an odd example in some of our more 
traditional hymns, where the Holy Spirit is called the 
‘Paraclete’.  That’s taken from John’s Gospel, when Jesus 
says He would send His followers a Helper – paracletos, in 
Greek. Split into its two parts, it simply means ‘alongside 
helper’, which is how for years I have thought of the Holy 
Spirit. A paramedic is literally someone who’s also an 
‘alongside helper’ at moments of great need. So green jackets 
with PARACLETE on their backs? There’s a ‘thought for the 
day’! 

David Winter 

Christian Meditation at St Cuthbert’s 
 Journey to the Heart   

A Lent Pilgrimage  

A pilgrimage is a journey to a sacred place, made in the spirit 
of searching, with an openness to what the journey can teach. 
The journey may be outward, to a place of special 
significance, or inward – a journey to the heart.  

During Lent we will be reflecting on 
the theme of pilgrimage, using the 
insights and experiences of some 
contemporary pilgrims to lead us 
into our time of meditation. We will 
e x p l o r e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
p r e p a r a t i o n a n d l e t t i n g g o , 
pe rseverance in cha l leng ing 
circumstances and living in the 
present moment – all of which are 
also necessary for the inner journey 
of meditation. 

Lent sessions will take place on Feb 15th, March 1st and 
March 15th. 

We meet on Thursday mornings from 9.30 to 10.30, in the 
Trinity Chapel in St Cuthbert’s Church. Each session follows a 
similar format of welcome, a short talk, a 25 minute period of 
meditation and a closing reading and prayer. There is time for 
questions and reflections and refreshments are available in 
Cuthbert’s Kitchen after the session. 
  
If you would like an opportunity to spend some time in stillness 
and silence during Lent, you will be most welcome at any of 
the sessions. If you are unfamiliar with the simple practice of 
Christian Meditation, a brief introduction will be given.  

 For more information contact Carol Hince on 01749 678831  
or at cjhince@btinternet.com  
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 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

THURSDAY 8th February 

7.30pm LOST IN PARIS (12A) Comedy 

Amazing antics and intricately choreographed slapstick, a 
wondrously fun and hectic tale of peculiar people finding 
love in the City of Lights,   

“…a deliriously funny, continuously inventive, slapstick 
extravaganza that Buster Keaton fans will devour with 
relish. The laughs and whimsy never end in this visually 
resplendent production. One of the year’s zany 
best.”  Huffington Post 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community 
Hall at the foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3             More info and a trailer at:     
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

From the Registers 2017-18 

  Christian Baptism 

January 7th  Edward Richard Charles House 

Banns of Marriage 

January       Dale Manders & Chanel Sarah Chipperfield 

Wedding 

December 29th  
            Peter Justin Wenmoth & Katie Isabell Goulden 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

December 1st Patrick Richard Powell 

        14th Laurence Victor Hale 

        18th    Charles Sidney Follett 

        19th Kathleen Winifred Mabel Bird 

January  18th Ashley Peter Hayne 

      25th               Maureen Barber 

      29th               Elizabeth Tomlinson 

    Sheila Jenkins 

A prayer of Soren Kierkegaard (1813 – 1855) 

The birds have their nests and the foxes their holes.  But you 
were homeless, Lord Jesus, with nowhere to rest your head.  
And yet you were a hiding-place where the sinner could flee.  
Today you are still such a hiding-place, and I flee to you.  I 
hide myself under your wings, and your wings cover the 
multitude of my sins. 

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  Water 
Open the door of any church and the first thing to greet you 
is the font. As you enter the porch to turn that door handle, 
there may be a holy water stoup set in the wall: both 
reminders of the sacrament of baptism that marks the 
beginning of the Christian journey. 

In the church water is a symbol with two faces. One is the 
face of an enemy for it can be a destructive power. We can 
think of the engulfing water of the flood, consuming the 
earth, and the image of the Christian immersed and 
drowning in the water of baptism, dying to the old way to be 
raised to the new life of the spirit. But water is also a friend 
and an ally – a sign of life and refreshment, of washing and 
cleansing, of starting anew. We recall this twofold aspect 
when we cross ourselves 
with the water of the stoup 
or are sprinkled with water 
as we renew our 
baptismal promises at the 
Easter Vigil. 

Around 1330 Andrea 
Pisano created a series of 
28 glorious bronze panels 
for the south door of the 
11th century baptistery in 
Florence. One of them 
depicts that crucial 
moment of the baptism of 
Jesus. He is up to his waist in the river. An angel kneels at 
one side with a towel, while John the Baptist stands at the 
other, pouring water on the head of Jesus as the Holy Spirit 
descends like a dove.  

The baptism itself becomes a door – a door through which 
Jesus must pass to begin his ministry as the anointed one, 
and a door through which others must enter as they seek to 
follow. Jesus will go on to call disciples fishing in the water of 
the Sea of Galilee, just as he will tell a Samaritan woman 
about water that will gush up to eternal life. Jesus calls us 
and offers us this water – to be washed and refreshed by it: 
a door that will open out for us into a life of joy and service. 

Special needs 
After booking my 85-year-old grandmother on a flight from 
London to Amsterdam,  I called the airline to go over her 
special needs.  

The representative listened patiently as I requested a 
wheelchair and an attendant for my mother because of her 
growing confusion, her arthritis and impaired vision to the 
point of near blindness.   

My apprehension lightened a bit when the woman again and 
again assured me that she understood and that everything 
would be taken care of. I thanked her profusely.  ‘Oh, you're 
welcome,’ she replied.  

I was about to hang up when she cheerfully added, ‘And will 
your grandmother want a rental car?’ 

Christ the Hiding Place 

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


All snarled up 

All snarled up 

With thoughtless and impatient hands, 
We tangle up the Plans the Lord hath wrought; 
And when we cry in pain, He saith, 
‘Be still, while I untie the knot.’ 

Anonymous 

   

 
Ten Commandments     

This rhyming version of the Ten Commandments, 
published, it is thought, by Isaac Watts in 1709, was still 
going strong some years ago. 

Thou shalt have no gods but Me. 
Before no idol bow thy knee. 
Take not the name of God in vain, 
Nor dare the Sabbath Day profane. 
Give both thy parents honour due, 
Take heed that thou no murder do. 
Abstain from words and deeds unclean, 
Nor steal, though thou art poor and mean. 
Nor make a wilful lie, nor love it, 
What is thy neighbour’s, do not covet. 

Einstein Quiz 
Dear Quiz Players, 

The next quiz is on Friday 2nd as usual in St. Thomas’s 
Church Hall at 7.30 pm. 

Car parking with easy access to the hall etc. Please 
remember to bring your own drinks although tea and coffee 
are available to purchase during the interval along with 
other delights. 

The Golden Box running total stands at £232 so a win could 
help with the post Christmas finances!    

Please book a table now as it helps our planning and 
catering. 

Michael Bailey    01749 677201  or  Graham Barrow  01749 
679296 
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On the perils of parish 
cook books  
The Rectory 
St. James the Least of All 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

Thank you for your contribution to our proposed parish cook 
book, “My favourite weekday dinner at home” – although I 
have to say that baked beans on a baked potato was a little 
unadventurous, even if I suspect, sadly, true. 

It is remarkable how many of my parishioners, when they 
know they will appear in print, apparently dine sumptuously 
every evening in their own homes. I could not help but feel 
that Miss Carruthers’ “weekday” recipe for “Gratinee de 
Coquilles Saint Jacques” was taking imagination rather too 
far, when everyone knows she lives on scrambled eggs on 
toast on a tray in front of the television.  

Asking the bishop to write the preface for our cook book has 
not turned out entirely successfully, since the greater part of it 
extolled the virtues of fasting. I suspect this may have 
something to do with his attraction to lean, muscular 
Christianity and his disapproval of my ample waistline. And 
when attending a social occasion at the bishop’s palace, 
“lean” would definitely be my description of the size of the 
sherry he pours. 

When you buy a copy of the book – which I am sure you will 
do as an act of solidarity – do not attempt to follow Colonel 
Humphrey’s recipe for a Madras curry. His father acquired a 
taste for it when he was serving in India and, regrettably, he 
brought the recipe back to England. It is guaranteed to 
reduce the bravest of men to tears; the Colonel’s four pink 
gins before dinner seem to give him a certain anaesthetic 
protection. 

The editor returned my own recipe, mentioning that the “two 
large glasses of red wine” specified in the list of ingredients 
was not mentioned in the recipe. I had thought it was 
perfectly obvious that they were there to be drunk while 
making the meal. 

The project is to raise funds to repair our medieval tower, 
which our architect tells us is largely held in place by its own 
weight. It is rather comforting to think that we shall preserve it 
for another generation by selflessly eating our way through 
roast pork, beef Wellington and chicken cooked in a wide 
variety of unpronounceable French sauces.  

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

With Valentine’s Day in mind… 
The first recorded association of Valentine Day with 
romantic love (1382) is from Geoffrey Chaucer. He wrote, 
‘For this was Saint Valentine’s Day, when every bird cometh 
there to choose his mate.’  

This poem was in honour of the first anniversary of the 
engagement of King Richard II of England to Anne of 
Bohemia. Valentine Day is referred to by Ophelia in Hamlet 
(1600-1601). 
  

To-morrow is St Valentine’s day 

All in the morning betime 

And I a maid at your window 

To be your Valentine. 

Honeymooners 
For our honeymoon, my fiancée and I chose a fashionable 
hotel known for its luxurious suites. When I called to make 
reservations, the desk clerk inquired, ‘Is this for a special 
occasion?’ 

‘Yes,’ I replied. ‘It's our honeymoon.’  

‘And how many adults will there be?’ she asked. 

Lights 
Halfway through a romantic dinner, my husband smiled and 
said, ‘You look so beautiful under these lights.’ I was falling 
in love all over again when he added, ‘We really should get 
some of these lights.’ 

Love 
‘Love is when a little old woman and a little old man are still 
friends, even after they’ve been married forever.’  

Tommy - age 6  

Curiosity 
A teacher was finishing a lesson on the joys of discovery 
and the importance of curiosity.  ‘After all,’ she declared, 
‘Where would we be today if no one had ever been 
curious?’ 

One child quietly spoke up from the back of the room.  ‘In 
the garden of Eden 

How it happened – in verse 
Slippery ice, very thin;  

pretty girl tumbled in.  

Saw a boy upon the bank -  

gave a shriek, and then she sank.   

Boy on bank heard her shout,  

jumped right in and helped her out.   

Now he’s hers – very nice, 

but she had to break the ice. 



DIARY FOR  FEBRUARY 2018
  Thursday 1 9.30am  Meditation Group - the Trinity Chapel 
     11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday                    2    7.30pm  The Einstein Quiz - St Thomas’s Hall 
  
Sunday                 4 Second Sunday  before Lent  
  8.00am   1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                          10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
     followed by the Fairtrade Stall 
    11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  
Tuesday  6    2.00pm  ‘Good Afternoon’ Choir - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 7  10.00am  Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
                                         11.00am  Finance Group meeting - Trinity Chapel 
                                          12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 8  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
   
Sunday 11 Sunday next before Lent 
                                        10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
     followed by a retirement party for Sheila 
                                        11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
                                        4.00 pm  Evening Prayer - Wookey Hole 
  
Monday              12   9.30am   Hymn Group meeting - Trinity Chapel 
Tuesday 13      10.30am  Pancakes at Cuthbert’s Kitchen 
Wednesday 14 Ash Wednesday  
                                       10.00am  Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
                                        12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
                                         7.30pm  Holy Communion - St Thomas’s 
Thursday 15  9.30am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
                                      11.00 am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
   
Sunday 18 First  Sunday of Lent 
                                     10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                      11.00am  Matins - Wookey Hole 

Tuesday    20      7 for 7.30pm  Ladies’ Group Annual Dinner at the Connect Centre 
Wednesday 21    10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                       12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
Thursday      22        11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  
Sunday 25 Second Sunday of Lent 
  8.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Wookey Hole 
  10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  
Tuesday 27      2.00pm  ‘Good Afternoon’ Choir - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 28    10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.
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