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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear friends 

If you are a regular attender at church, then you should have 
a pretty good idea of what goes on there. You know the ropes. 
You’re an aficionado. You could explain to a bemused outsider 
exactly what each element of the experience is all about, its 
origins and meaning. If by now you’re thinking: ‘Hang on a 
minute, I might have been to church quite a few times in my 
life, but I’m no authority on all things churchy', then consider 
for a moment what it might be like to actually be that bemused 
outsider, who has unaccountably stumbled into church one 
Sunday morning. There’s a lot to take in. 

Maybe their visit is not so unaccountable: maybe they plan to 
have their child baptized, get married, or even hope to sit for a 
while in the company of some people who seem to be onto 
something when it comes to the mystery of what this life here 
on earth is for. Whatever their personal history, on arrival in 
church they are presented with a whole new world of words, 
ideas, and the expectation of communal singing. There’s 
enough going on in the average service that is sufficiently 
different to most (but not all) experiences in the outside world, 
that it can naturally be intimidating and confusing. 

And yet some people are still curious. They want to know 
what it is that we Christians have got – something in our lives 
that seems to give meaning and purpose, and an energy for 
being a particular kind of person, even if we can’t always 
easily put it into words ourselves. 

How can those curious people find out more? They need an 
experience that is enlightening and not baffling, allows for 
questions that they are nervous might be judged silly, and  

draws people closer to understanding what it is to be a 
Christian, not driving them away. 

The New Year is a time for new resolutions, and perhaps this 
year is a good time for us as churches and individuals to 
commit to putting ourselves in the shoes of those visitors, and 
asking ourselves what might help to make church more 
meaningful to them. If it sounds a tall order to be seeing into 
someone’s heart like that, why not start by asking yourself 
what brings you back to church, time after time, apart from 
simple habit. Whatever your motivation might be, if it works for 
you then it might work for someone else. 

Whoever you are and whatever your background, we are all 
fellow pilgrims on the way of faith. We all have something to 
share with others that, however simple, might help someone 
else make sense of the world. If someone has made the first 
step towards us by turning up in church, then be confident to 
ask the direct question: ‘What made you come to church 
today?’ They might be a little taken aback, but if the question 
is asked kindly, and they respond truthfully, then you’ll 
suddenly be communicating on a much deeper level than we 
normally achieve during normal after-service chit-chat. They 
might even go away thinking that their experiment has been 
worth the risk. 

With best wishes for 2018, 



Traidcraft stall in January 
This month the Traidcraft stall in St Cuthbert will be open 
after the morning service on Sunday 14th January. 

Mary

Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing 
to offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

Taize Services at Henton 
Henton Church is holding Taizé services at 6.30.pm on  
28th January and 25th March. The worship style is very 
meditative, consisting of readings, prayers, soft music and 
song in a peaceful, candlelit atmosphere. It invites you to 
reflect, explore, discover a spiritual presence. 

Mary Martin 

  

Letter from Bishop Peter 
In Ancient Roman religion the god of beginnings and 
endings was Janus. In art and sculpture he is therefore 
usually depicted as having two faces, since he looks both to 
the future and to the past. And it is generally believed that 
the month of January is named after Janus. But looking 
back and looking forward are also both very much part of 
the Christian tradition and at the start of a New Year this 
can be a very helpful thing to do. We so often rush from one 
thing to the next, from one week to the next, from one 
birthday to the next, from one Christmas to the next and fail 
to stop, to remember and to give thanks. It is certainly not 
sentimental or maudlin to look back and to remember some 
of the people who have been instrumental in our lives. Our 
parents, our teachers, our friends, colleagues at work, 
neighbours, people with whom we have shared the special 
moments of our lives. Sometimes we will have photos to 
remind us of them, or presents that perhaps they have 
given us. Sometimes however we have to rely on our 
memories. And as we remember we can give thanks for 
their example, for the love they gave us or the things they 
taught us.  

Paul, writing to the Philippians said: ‘Dear Friends, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable or excellent or 
praiseworthy – think about such things’. Sometimes the 
news seems to be filled with stories that are depressing, 
violent or worrying. But each of us has a fund of memories 
which remind us of the goodness, grace and love which we 
have received from other people. Those people and the 
example they showed us give us hope and inspire us ‘to 
lead lives worthy of the Lord’.  

In that same letter to the Philippians Paul encourages his 
readers to ‘live up to the example they have received’ and 
to strain towards what lies ahead. He sees the Christian life 
as a race and speaks of ‘pressing on towards the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called him’. That prize is 
Jesus himself. His eyes are on what lies ahead, on all that 
is to come and eventually to the joys of heaven. 

So as we begin a New Year let us give thanks for all that we 
have learnt about the Lord in years gone by. Let us give 
thanks that God walks with us and watches over us now. 
And let us look forward to the future, secure and confident 
of Jesus’ promise that he is with us always – in everything 
and through everything - until the very end of time itself.  

May the Lord bless you and watch over you in all that 2018 
may bring. 

With my prayers and best wishes 

Rt Rev Peter Hancock 

Bishop of Bath and Wells  
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to church 
and would appreciate receiving Holy Communion at 
home, please contact either the Parish Office (01749 

676906 or email office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish Office, 
telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


January Charm 
The jewel-encrusted branches 

As hoar frost leaves its touch; 

The snowscape that entrances 
That’s what I love so much! 

The starlight’s diamond splendour 

The peaceful, icy calm; 

It’s easy to surrender 
To January charm. 

By Nigel Beeton 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
On Saturday morning, December 9th,the Ladies’ Group 
held their annual Coffee Morning in aid of their charity. It 
was well attended by visitors and members, and raised 
£200 for First Reswponders. Thank you to all those who 
donated Raffle prizes and Bring & Buy items. 

The next meeting will be the AGM at 7.00 pm on January 
16th in the Lawrence Centre. 

Happy Christmas, and good health for the New Year. 

Maureen 

Mothers’ Union 
The next meeting, on 15 February, will again be part of the 
Cathedral Prayers  at 11.30am and we plan to go for lunch 
afterwards – but more details about that later.  
  
Everyone is very welcome to join us whether you are a 
member or not. 

Lynn 

 Letter from Wookey Hole 

By the time you read this, Christmas—with all its events 
and excitements—will be over; but at the moment of writing 
we are in the midst of Advent, and in its true spirit preparing 
through our services, our planning and our rehearsing for 
the celebration of the birth of the Infant Christ.  

We are lucky that being a village we are able to involve a 
wider number of people than our usual congregation; we 
look forward to welcoming them as singers, musicians and 
visitors, particularly those returning to the home where they 
grew up.   

We hope for a truly happy Christmas for everyone in 
Wookey Hole. 

Elizabeth 

P.S. Grateful thanks to St Cuthberts Choir for coming out to 
our Christmas concert and Carol service. 

It made a big difference and the event went really well to a 
packed church. 

Lucy 

Wookey Hole WI December meeting 

President Jill Deane welcomed members and our WI 
advisor, Ann Preston from Chard, to our December 
meeting. She reminded us that 2018 was going to be a 
busy year, with the anniversary of the granting of the vote to 
women, and the Centenary of Somerset WI, as well as the 
anniversary of the ending of WWI. Jenny will be organising 
workshops in the New Year to make us a banner; designs 
have already been discussed. In the meantime we were 
able to relax and enjoy the Christmas season. But she did 
challenge us to sing, a cappella, Jerusalem, which we of 
course know well, but as we have no pianist or piano 
available, we usually let the opportunity pass. Sue H 
passed round mulled wine to soothe our throats afterwards.  

Jill had provided the makings for Christmas cards, without 
demanding too much of our creativity, and Myrtle showed 
us how to make tree baubles using polystyrene balls and 
small pieces of fabric. Sue H. had brought a quiz to test our 
knowledge of the more obscure aspects of the festive 
season, and also some humorous readings to fill the breaks 
in the buzz of friendly conversation. The afternoon passed 
very pleasantly, rounded off with an extra special raffle and 
a buffet tea, prizes and goodies provided by the committee. 
Seasonal treats were also brought to donate to the 
Vineyard Church food bank, organised by Margaret.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 

Rose Docherty  

Your Kitchen Needs You!   

I am sure most of you have enjoyed the cup 
that cheers from St Cuthbert’s Kithen.  We 
really need your help in maintaining the 
availability of refreshments (which greatly 
contributes to church funds), on weekday mornings, 10-12 
noon on Monday, Thursday and Fridays (except in January 
and February).  Tuesdays and Wednesdays are sorted!  
The system is not complicated and there are several 
persons willing to help you along.  Please give serious 
thought to adding your name to the rota (notice board at the 
back of church) and if you need someone to help you 
please contact me. 

Sheila Linegar, 01749 939512, slinegar@aol.com 
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
Thursday 18th to Thursday 25th January 2018 

This year the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from 
18th to 25th January.  The theme of the week this year comes 
from the churches of the Caribbean, and addresses some of 
the problems which affect the people there, but also 
worldwide. 

Thus, as abuses of human rights are found across the 
region, the week will challenge us to consider our manner of 
welcoming the stranger into our midst.  Human trafficking and 
modern-day slavery continue to be huge issues. Addiction to 
pornography and drugs continue to be serious challenges to 
all societies. The debt crisis has a negative impact upon the 
nations and upon individuals – the economies of the nations 
and people have become precarious. Family life continues to 
be challenged by the economic restrictions which lead to 
migration, domestic abuse and violence. 

What are Christians to do, in the face of such vast problems?  
The Caribbean Churches work together to heal the wounds 
in people’s live, but also know that reconciliation demands 
repentance, reparation and the healing of memories. The 
whole Church is called to be both a sign and an active agent 
of this reconciliation. 

  
Everyone is welcome to attend the following services:- 

Thursday 18th      10.00 am        Wells United Church 
Friday 19th             7.30 pm        Ss Joseph and St Teresa 
Saturday 20th         9.30 am        St Thomas 
Sunday 21st           3.00 pm        Cathedral Evensong (United 
                 Service) 
Monday 22nd       10.00 am        Methodist Church 
Tuesday 23rd         9.30 am        Wookey 
Wednesday 24th        Noon         Connect Centre 30 minute  
   prayer time followed by community lunch 
Thursday 25th        8.00 pm        Vineyard Church worship  
        and prayer 
  
Mary Martin 

Some modern tips for the Wise Men’s journey 

Suppose you are going abroad, to pay your respects to a 
newly born royal baby.  But the country you visit is under 
foreign occupation, and you don’t know where the baby is.  
What can you do to make sure you are successful?  

When travelling abroad in foreign places, first think carefully 
about your transport – how many camels will you really 
need?  How will you feed them on the way? And what about 
relying solely on the stars at night for navigation?  Would a 
Satnav during the day help things along a bit?   

When you arrive in the country, be sensitive to the political 
situation.  It may be unwise to go straight to the authorities 
and ask them where their future king has just been born.  
This can make leaders uneasy, and can even get innocent 
people killed.  Also, be aware of the country’s attitude to 
different gods, especially if you have gone along intending 
to worship one in particular.  

Don’t worry if you are given only part of an address, say, 
only the name of the town where the baby may be.  Go 
there, and trust that somehow you will feel ‘led’ to the right 
house.   

Sadly, crime is common in many foreign cities, so if you are 
carrying expensive presents like gold or frankincense, it is 
best to keep them out of sight.  A coat with large pockets, or 
even a loose cape, will work fine.   

If any problems arise after you find the baby and pay your 
respects, don’t hang about.  Pay attention to that nightmare 
you had last night, and get out of the country before you are 
arrested.  Be happy to take a different route home.  After all, 
it is all under the same stars.   Above all, be wise, and have 
a Happy New Year!   

David Pickup 

Overheard on their journey: 

  “OK, we got the gold. We got the frankincense.  We got the 
myrrh. Think we should also get something more practical, 
like nappies?” 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 J
an

ua
ry

 2
01

8



PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 J
an

ua
ry

 2
01

8  WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

THURSDAY 11th January 

7.30pm MY PURE LAND (15) 

Based on the true story of a mother and her two daughters 
who survived a siege on their home by relatives in rural 
Pakistan, culminating in them having to defend their land 
from a militia of 200 bandits.  An important story, beautifully 
told, that highlights the inequality of Pakistan's patriarchal 
society, My Pure Land is exciting, tense, uplifting and tragic, 
and uncompromisingly grips you right up to its final 
moments. Urdu with subtitles. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at the foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3              

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

The boyfriend 

At the start of the New Year, my boyfriend had moved his 
house and job.  I decided to ring him to see how he was 
settling in.  To my astonishment, a woman picked up the 
phone.  ‘Is Mike there?’ I asked. 
 
‘He's in the shower,’ she responded, with some hesitation. 
In the shower???  ‘Please tell him his girlfriend called,’ I said 
frostily, and hung up. 
 
When he didn't return the call, I got more and more angry, 
and finally dialled again.  This time a man answered.  ‘This is 
Mike,’ he said. 
 
‘You're not my boyfriend!’ I exclaimed.  ‘I’ve got the wrong 
number.’  
    
‘I know,’ he replied.  ‘That's what I've been trying to tell my 
wife for the past half-hour.’ 

Sardines 

The first week of January, leisure centres everywhere are 
packed with people who made New Year’s resolutions to 
tone up. It’s like sardines in there. Big sardines. But they’re 
all gone by February. 

Mary Martin will coordinate ticket sales in St Cuthbert 

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
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On what clergy do 
after Christmas 
  
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I am glad you enjoyed your post-Christmas break from the 
parish, although a week of skiing in the Alps does seem a 
little excessive. In my day, an extra hour in bed on Boxing 
Day was considered quite sufficient. Curates are clearly paid 
too much. While your week after Christmas was spent falling 
down mountains at excessive speeds, mine was used with 
the traditional activity of making apologies. 
 
Apologies are always sent out to all those ladies who had fur 
coats ruined by guttering candles at the Carol Service. But as 
I feel obliged to point out, at least they were ruined with the 
best beeswax money can buy. Had they attended Saint 
Agatha's, our next-door parish, they would have been ruined 
by paraffin wax, which is most inferior. 
 
A general apology was also necessary in the parish 
magazine. That our thurifer was slightly over-zealous with the 
incense at the midnight Service was quite excusable at such 
an important Service; that the organist improvised during 
Communion on the tune "Smoke gets in your Eyes" was not.  
 
I also felt duty-bound to apologise to the landlord of the public 
house which adjoins the church, as his customers were 
blocked in the pub car park with cars of those attending our 
midnight Service.  But since his customers were obliged to 
stay in the pub for an extra two hours, he asked if we could 
make the same mistake in future years. I also received 
several letters of thanks from those who were unable to 
return home until the early hours. One even made a donation 
to the church in appreciation. 
 
Apologies were also made to the 8am Christmas morning 
congregation, the Service having been taken by Canon 
Rogers for the last 25 years. Now in his 97th year, he is 
becoming somewhat forgetful. Beginning the Service by 
wishing the congregation a very happy Easter was not 
entirely helpful. I may have to think about finding a 
replacement for him. 
My final apologies were given to Lady Duckworth who, 
having tumbrilled her returning children to church, discovered 
that strangers were sitting in her pew. Since her family has 
sat there for the last 400 centuries, she has always assumed 
squatters’ rights, and so being obliged to sit at the rear of a 
side aisle was not at all appreciated.  
 
And so we both begin a new year, you exhilarated from a 
week's strenuous activity and me energised by knowing that I 
will not have to apologize to anyone about anything for 
another 12 months. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

Apt quotations 

If you are leaping a ravine, the moment of take-off is a bad 
time to be considering alternative strategies.  John Cleese 

The shortest distance between a problem and a solution is 
the distance between your knees and the floor. 

A recession is a period when people do without the things 
their parents never had. 

Great writing 

There was once a young man who, in his youth, professed 
his desire to become a great writer.   When asked to define 
"great," he said, ‘I want to write stuff that the whole world will 
read, stuff that people will react to on a truly emotional level, 
stuff that will make them scream in disbelief, cry in despair, 
howl in pain, and vent their anger in ways they've never 
dreamed of!’    He now works for Microsoft, writing error 
messages. 

Incentive to succeed 

An old gentleman was on the operating table awaiting 
surgery.  He had insisted that his son, a renowned surgeon, 
perform the operation.   As he was about to get the 
anaesthesia, he asked to speak to his son, to encourage him.  
'Don't be nervous, do your best and just remember, if it 
doesn't go well, and something happens to me, your mother 
is going to come and live with you and your wife.'   



Artificial being 
No, do not make an auto-human being; 

After creation God saw that it was good – 

Not so these, intricate, ingenious though they be. 

God has a wider eye 

He knows that faeces will eventually be food. 

  

God’s eye is wide, 

He will provide 

Wind and rain 

To carry off the husks, 

Drain poison from the land 

And sea to neutralise the waste 

We negligently cast. 

  

God made a seed to grow a root, 

A trunk, then twigs and merry leaves 

To stroke the silence of a heavy day: 

In leaving dereliction after growth 

He throws a sequence of delights 

Into a circled way, 

Winding our life from birth 

Through the rich wisdom of this blessed earth 

Where care is lavished on what’s made; 

Watching us through sorrow, turbulence and grief 

Till ripe enough to leave for death’s relief. 

We know we need not live with lies, 

For what was never living never dies. 

  

Maureen Forrest 

Old Men 
People expect old men to die, 

They do not really mourn old men. 

Old men are different. People look 

At them with eyes that wonder when… 

People watch with unshocked eyes… 

But the old men know when an old man dies. 

Ogden Nash 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk


DIARY FOR  JANUARY 2018

Wednesday   3 10.00am  Holy Communion – St C. Trinity Chapel 
Thursday   4   9.30am  Meditation Group – Trinity Chapel 
    11.00am  1662 Holy Communion – Bubwith Chapel 

 The Epiphany 

Sunday    7   8.00am  1662 Holy Communion – St Cuthbert 
    10.00am  Parish Communion – St Cuthbert 
    11.00am  Parish Communion – Wookey Hole 
  
Monday    9 10.00am  Cuthbert’s Kitchen resumes tea & coffee 
Wednesday          10 10.00am  Holy Communion – St C. Trinity Chapel 
Thursday  11 11.00am  1662 Holy Communion – Bubwith Chapel 
    

The Baptism of Christ 

Sunday  14 10.00am  Parish Communion – St Cuthbert followed by the Traidcraft stall 
    11.00am  Parish Communion – Wookey Hole 
     4.00pm Evening Prayer – Wookey Hole 
  
Tuesday  16  2—4pm  ‘Good Afternoon Choir’ launch 
      7.00pm  Ladies’ Group in the Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday 17 10.00am  Holy Communion – St C. Trinity Chapel 
    12 noon  Market Day Lunch resumes – St Cuthbert 

 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity* 
Thursday 18   9.30am  Meditation Group – Trinity Chapel 
    10.00am  *Prayers at Wells United Church 
    11.00am  1662 Holy Communion – Bubwith Chapel 
      1.00pm  Funeral of Ashley Hayne - St Cuthbert 
Friday   19   7.30pm  *Prayers at Ss Joseph & Teresa 
Saturday  20   9.30am  *Prayers at St Thomas 
    

Third in Epiphany 

Sunday  21 10.00am  Parish Communion – St Cuthbert 
    11.00am  Matins – Wookey Hole 
      3.00pm *Wells Cathedral Evensong 
  

  
Monday  22 10.00am  *Prayers at the Methodist Church 
Tuesday  23   9.30am  *Prayers at Wookey Church 
      2—4pm ‘Good Afternoon Choir’ week 1 
Wednesday 24 10.00am  Holy Communion – St C. Trinity Chapel 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch – St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  *Connect Centre (30 minute prayer time followed by community lunch) 
Thursday 25   8.00pm  *Vineyard Church worship & prayer 
    10.00am  ‘Women’s World Day of Prayer’ meeting—Trinity Chapel 
    11.00am  1662 Holy Communion – Bubwith Chapel 
Friday  26   2.00pm  Nativity Crib Festival meeting—Trinity Chapel  

  
The Presentation  

Sunday  28   8.00am  BCP Eucharist – Wookey Hole 
    10.00am  Parish Communion – St Cuthbert 
      6.30pm  Taizé service at Christ Church, Henton 
  
Tuesday  30   2—4pm ‘‘Good Afternoon Choir’  week 2 
Wednesday 31  10.00am Holy Communion – St C. Trinity Chapel 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch – St Cuthbert 
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