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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear friends 

This magazine comes to you with our very best 
Christmas wishes from the parishes of St Cuthbert 
Wells and Wookey Hole: from myself and the other 
ordained and lay ministers, the PCCs and 
churchwardens, and all who make up these parish 
organisations. Details of all our services are included in 
this issue, and we hope to see you there. 

Though many people are involved in the running of our 
parish, we are but a small group of people when 
compared with the other commercial and governmental 
organisations in our area. The church as a whole might 
seem like a significant national presence in our country 
– especially at Christmas time and occasions of 
national significance – but in reality, the church consists 
of lots and lots of little parish groups throughout the 
country. The Church of England aims to be a ‘Christian 
presence in every community’, and we deliver this 
through around 16,000 churches nationwide. In fact, the 
church has always worked on the principle of ‘think 
globally, act locally.’ 

The story of Christmas also embodies that idea.  Like 
many of us, God wanted to make a difference in the 
world. He saw what a poor state it had got into, and 

how humanity had wrought havoc on his creation. God 
could have decided to wipe the slate clean and start 
again, as he had done with the great flood in the time of 
Noah. Instead, he decided to think cosmically, and act 
very locally: in the life of an obscure family in Nazareth, 
to be precise. He took the everyday ingredients of 
human life, and into one family he embedded a pure 
piece of himself: a Son who would save creation. Totally 
human like us, yet totally divine and part of God, Jesus 
was born. 

This is why we celebrate Christmas each year; not 
because we can’t think of anything else to talk about, or 
just because the outside world expects it of us. We 
celebrate because it’s our prayer that Jesus will be born 
again in us today. We pray and hope that the light of 
Jesus shining in us will energise us to think globally and 
locally, and to be a positive force for change in our local 
communities. We are just a small community of faith in 
a world of big interests, money and lobbies, but 
Christmas reminds us that it’s precisely through small 
things that God chooses to do great things in his 
creation. 



Traidcraft stall in December 
This month the Traidcraft stall in St Cuthbert will be open 
on Sunday 3rd December from 11.30 am to 4.30 pm during 
the Nativity Crib Festival. 

Mary
Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing 
to offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

Taize Services at Henton 
Henton Church are holding Taize services at 6.30.pm on 
26th November, 28th January and 25th March. The worship 
style is very meditative, consisting of readings, prayers, soft 
music and song in a peaceful, candlelit atmosphere. It 
invites you to reflect, explore, discover a spiritual presence. 
  
Mary Martin 

Waiting 
We’ve been seeing the Christmas decorations in the shops 
since the summer holidays ended.  It starts sooner than 
ever each year, doesn’t it.  At the beginning of November a 
checkout assistant was telling me she already had her 
decorations up at home due to her daughter’s insistence.  I 
remember the time when my parents would put up the tree 
on Christmas Eve and we weren’t allowed into the living 
room until the next morning.  Our excitement knew no 
bounds! 

‘Waiting’ is something we are not very good at.  Many of us 
are impatient in this world of immediacy.  We want our 
needs, our wishes, fulfilled straight away.  We are like that 
with our shopping online, paying more for next day delivery.  
And we can be like that with our prayer too.  Challenging 
God as to why He doesn’t appear to have heard us when 
we don’t receive the answer we are looking for.  

This season of Advent is all about waiting.  Waiting and 
watching, not just to celebrate the festival of Christmas, the 
coming of the babe in the manger, but also waiting and 
watching for his coming again in glory.  The early Christians 
were anticipating that Jesus would return for them in their 
lifetime.  His words in John’s gospel about “going to prepare 
a place for them”, ‘going ahead’ of them, caused them to be 
expectant of another advent or arrival of God, breaking into 
their world.  They couldn’t understand why He didn’t come 
back quickly particularly when they faced persecution for 
their faith. 

I know of people now who live in that expectancy of Jesus’ 
return each day, opening their curtains with the words, 
“Maybe today, Lord”.  Perhaps you do.  I’m aware that I 
don’t do that enough; not because I’m fearful of life in the 
‘here and now’ but rather thinking of each day as potentially 
the last here on earth and therefore thinking about how to 
make it count.  Thinking about how I might live and tell the 
story of God’s love to friends and neighbours, strangers and 
family, in a way that they might hear that message most 
effectively.  So that they can come to know a God who loves 
them enough to enter into their world and be present with 
them.   

This Advent perhaps we need to become more aware that 
it’s not only us doing the ‘waiting’ but also God waiting to 
receive the best from us. 

God Waits 

God waits silently 

In our inner recesses, 

The chambers of our soul, 

Gazing lovingly 

On our treasure, 

Awaiting our response. 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 
Bishop of Taunton 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to church 
and would appreciate receiving Holy Communion at 
home, please contact either the Parish Office (01749 

676906 or email office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish Office, 
telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


 CTWA Christmas Event  
This will take place in the Market Place on Saturday 9th 
December from 11am to 1pm. Cards with details of 
Christmas services will be distributed together with 
chocolates and there will be a prayer station. The Wells City 
Band will be playing carols. 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
At our November meeting we were entertained by the 
Norton & Radstock U3A group of ukulele players; a happy 
evening was had by members and their guests. We were 
given song sheets and joined in with the singing - many of 
the songs we knew by heart. Afterwards the band joined us 
for coffee and mince pies. 

Our December meeting will be a coffee morning on 
Saturday 12th (10 am to 12 noon). Items for a Raffle and 
Bring & Buy stall would be appreciated, in aid of our charity 
‘First Responders’. 

Maureen 

Mothers’ Union 
  
We had a very warm welcome at Croscombe Church in 
October . We celebrated Communion together and then 
were presented with a colourful bag and banner made by 
the Mothers’ Union of Livingstone West in Zambia. (see 
attached photo). 

The arrangements for our next meeting in December have 
changed. We are now going to join with the Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union prayers in the Cathedral at 11.30am on 14 
December and then go over to the Old Deanery for coffee 
and mince pies. 

 The meeting after that on 15 February will again be part of 
the Cathedral Prayers at 11.30am and we plan to go for 
lunch afterwards – but more details about that later.   

Everyone is very welcome to join us whether you are a 
member or not. 

Lynn 

ST MARGARET’S HOSPICE—LIGHT UP A LIFE 
SERVICE  

You are warmly invited to join us at the Service at St 
Cuthbert’s Church at 6.00pm on Monday 11 December 

2017 

At this Service we will have the opportunity to pause, reflect 
and remember; and in the flame of a little candle to kindle 
again the memory of our loved ones. 

We know that Christmas can be an especially difficult time 
for those feeling the darkness of bereavement and loss 
and, as well as holding you in our hearts, this occasion is 
an opportunity for St Margaret’s to come alongside in this 
poignant season of the year. 

We are extremely grateful for the hospitality of your Church 
and hope we may look forward to seeing you there. 

Rev’d Ann Fulton 

Spiritual Care Coordinator,  

  

 Letter from Wookey Hole 

Observant villagers will have noticed that the great yew 
trees on the north of the churchyard are looking beautifully 
coiffed and trimmed and are letting in a great deal more 
light.This marks the beginning of the community garden 
which David and Julia have worked for so tirelessly in the 
face of endless difficulties, including the relocation of the 
church architect to Wales, the maternity leave of his 
replacement and time-consuming legal procedures within 
the diocese. Keep your eyes open for exciting further 
developments. 

Our church celebrated two further new beginnings this 
month, a wedding and a baptism.The wedding was 
between Aaron Collett and Rebecca Cooper, and as the 
bride had twice been Carnival Queen she arrived in her 
very own Carnival coach, causing great excitement for the 
Caves visitors. The baptism was that of Ailsa Tetley 
Brown,the granddaughter of Ivor and Caroline Tetley,a 
confident and interested baby who spent the rest of the 
service in an exploratory church crawl and seemed to enjoy 
the whole experience.                                                                          

The monthly Bible studies are continuing and are well-
attended, including six participants from churches other 
than St Mary Magdalene, whom we are delighted to 
welcome. 

Preparations for Christmas are already under way with 
rehearsals for the Carol service on December 17th.  Please 
do join us for refreshments and music in the church at 3.30 
followed by the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols - an 
inspiring start to the Christmas season. There is a Crib 
service for little ones on Christmas Eve at 4.00, Midnight 
Eucharist at 23.45 and 10.00 Eucharist on Christmas Day.   
May we wish you all a very happy Christmas.      

Elizabeth and David - Churchwardens 
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Wookey Hole WI, November meeting 
As Sue H said when she thanked Bob Musgrave for his talk 
on taking better photographs, we all learned something new 
at our November meeting, even those who have been keen 
photographers for years. Not the technical things about 
equipment that used to be a time consuming problem, digital 
cameras and phones make that easy. The best photos result 
from taking a bit of trouble setting up the shot to be appealing 
to the eye.  

Bob told us that he has taken inspiration from the way the 
Dutch Master painters composed their pictures. One of the 
things that hadn’t occurred to us was that the most 
interesting pictures read from left to right, just as we have 
learned to read print. And it’s a good idea to have your point 
of interest slightly to the right of centre. He demonstrated this 
by showing one of his slides reversed, and we could see for 
ourselves what a difference it made.  

He advocated that we might exercise patience in order to 
take the picture we wanted, not easy in a popular tourist 
honey pot. It pays to wait for people and cars to move away 
to give a clear shot at the scene you love. On the other hand, 
with fleeting opportunities it’s best to just take it and hope, 
indeed take as many shots as you can, from as many slightly 
different viewpoints as possible, with digital it’s then easy to 
choose the best of the bunch. 

Bob also demonstrated the use of the zoom, with a series of 
shots of Glastonbury Tor getting progressively closer, cutting 
out the foreground to isolate it in all its splendour. The Tor 
was also the centre of a beautiful study of a rainbow, a 
combination of being prepared to be in the right place, and 
seizing the moment. 

We presented Bob with a spread of action photos to judge in 
our competition, and he had no hesitation in awarding first 
place to Jill’s capture of her dog Mia’s joyful frolic in the 
waves. It filled the criteria of filling the frame with the subject, 
dog and sea, without any distractions. 

Rose Docherty  

Christmas: The story of mince pies 
Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English 
Christmas fare since the Middle Ages, when meat was a key 
ingredient?  The addition of spices, suet and alcohol to meat 
came about because it was an alternative to salting and 
smoking in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be 
a different shape - cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus 
on top. 

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
Our last formal meeting of 2017 was held on 7th November 
when our speaker was Adrian Healey  Interim Community 
Responder Officer for South Western Ambulance Service. 
Adrian had worked as a Paramedic for 18 years and whilst 
he still goes on  call outs  he is now mainly responsible for 
the training and welfare of First Responders.   

Adrian told us a little about the ambulance service which 
covers an area of 10,000 square miles and includes the 
counties of Cornwall, Isles of Scilly,  Devon, Dorset, 
Somerset, Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and Bristol and 
surrounding areas. It serves a population of 5.3 million and 
has an influx of 17.5 million  visitors each year. The service 
employs 4,500 people including clinical and operational staff. 
There are 3,200 volunteers including First Responders, 
BASICS Doctors and patient transport drivers. Eight minutes 
is the target time to arrive at the scene of a patient who has 
gone into cardiac arrest. As well as providing emergency 
services, they cover NHS 111 calls and urgent care services. 
The trust also provides clinical teams for six air ambulances. 
They receive 3,000 calls a day and it costs £600,000 to 
operate an ambulance for a year. Patients might be given 
clinical advice over the phone when they request an 
ambulance if it is not necessary to send one out. Also some 
patients are treated at the scene when a hospital admission 
is not needed. A fully equipped boat ambulance serves the 
Isles of Scilly and is the only one in the country. Defibrillators 
are also supplied by the service for use throughout 
Somerset. 

Community First Responders are all volunteers and are 
asked to commit to 12 hours weekly. There are 163 
volunteers mainly based in Somerset. They do an intensive 
training course for four days, when they learn how to 
recognise various conditions and how to assess a patient. 
They  receive an orientation of 4 weeks before they are able 
to go out to calls. Some co- responders are  Fireman and 
RNLI crew, also out of hours Paramedics. First Responders 
are trained to deal with strokes, falls, cardiac arrest, chest 
pain, breathing difficulties, diabetic problems and an 
unconscious patient. They provide basic life support. They 
carry oxygen but do not administer any medication. Their kit 
is provided  which costs £2,500 and they use their own cars. 
They were first introduced in Lincolnshire in  1999 and then 
in Somerset in 2001. 

The Responders provide a vital service particularly in rural 
areas and are important members of the South West 
Ambulance Service Team,which covers one of the largest 
areas in the country. 

There were a lot of questions which Adrian was happy to 
answer. Then Lyn proposed a vote of thanks. 

Our Christmas lunch is on Tuesday 5th December at the 
Burcott Inn. We are not  meeting in January but we will meet 
again in February when our speaker will be Nicky Venning, 
who will be telling us about the History of Glencot House.  
New members as always will be very welcome; phone 
Margaret on 01749-675415 for further details. 

Lyn Astle   
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 MUSICAL LIFT - OFF FOR CHRISTMAS 
With Mulled Cider, Mince Pies and Christmas Fun 

Featuring 
 
3.30 pm     Wookey Hole Orchestra and Singers  

4.00 pm     Traditional Carol Service 
    with St Cuthbert’s Choir, Wookey Hole Choir and Orchestra 

4.50 pm    Village Musicians  

   ALL ARE WELCOME at St Mary Magdalene Church 
Wookey Hole  

Sunday December 17th 

Christmas Festival in St Cuthbert's Church, 

 Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd December 2017 

 The Christmas Festival will run 
this year from 10am – 4.30pm 
on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd 
December, and from 11.30am – 
4 . 3 0 p m o n S u n d a y 3 r d 
December.  Entry is free, but 
donations will be welcomed. 

Once again over 200 nativity 
sets from around the world will 

be displayed and the ‘Angel Host’ will be flying in again.   This 
year, for the first time, the church will be full of a glittering 
galaxy of stars. 

Alistair Glanvile will again be bringing his “moving” model 
village which has fascinated us all in previous years. There will 
be activities for the children throughout the Festival, including 
a dressing up area where children can become part of a 
nativity scene.  There will also be Christmas Story Time. 

Festive refreshments of mince pies, stollen cake, tea and 
coffee will be available for purchase. Warming, spicy mulled 
wine will be available too.  

The event is over the same weekend as Rotary’s Reindeer 
Parade, and at 2.30pm on Sunday 3rd the Wells City Band will 
be playing in the church. Musical entertainment is planned for 
the other days too. 

Do come and be intrigued by the many interpretations of the 
Christmas story from across the world, and enjoy the other 
Christmas sights and sounds. 

Traidcraft Stall at the Crib Festival  
David Green and I are running a Traidcraft Stall at the Crib 
Festival on Sunday 3rd December from after the morning 
service until 4.30. If anyone is able to help for an hour please 
would you contact me at maryemartin39@gmail.com or on. 
01749 671307. 

Mary Martin 

Miniatures at the NATIVITY CRIB FESTIVAL 
  
       I am being asked if the Wells Cathedral City Miniaturists 
are taking part in the Nativity Festival. We certainly are. Last 
year we illustrated Christmas Carols and Songs.  

      This year our subject is Nativities and Activities. Christmas 
is a time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, and many of 
our scenes depict that.  

      However, despite everyone’s best intentions, we do get 
caught up in the 'hustle and bustle' as Christmas approaches. 

       Our activities section shows us shopping for gifts, sending 
cards, preparing for family gatherings, carol singing ,bell 
ringing and much more. 

       It is a busy time but the display of Nativity Sets, Angels 
and Stars in the Church are a wonderful reminder of the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

        I have attached a photograph showing some of last year’s 
miniatures and a lovely view of the church . 

Jill Deane    

 Angels, explained by children 

I only know the names of two angels, Hark and Harold.  - 
Gregory, aged 5 

Everybody's got it all wrong. Angels don't wear halos anymore. 
I forget why, but scientists are working on it.  - Olive, aged 9 

Turkey 
It was Christmas Eve in a supermarket and a woman was 
anxiously picking over the last few remaining turkeys in the 
hope of finding a large one.  In desperation, she called over a 
shop assistant and said ‘Excuse me. Do these turkeys get any 
bigger?’    

He patiently replied: ‘No, sorry, they’re all dead.’ 

Test flight 
One year Father Christmas is forced to  have an official from 
the Aviation Authority check his sleigh to make sure it’s 
airworthy. After carrying out ground checks he gets up beside 
Father Christmas for a test flight. Suddenly Father Christmas 
notices that he has a revolver in his pocket. ‘What’s that for?’ 
he asks, ‘ You’re not a hijacker, are you?’ ‘No,’ replies the 
official, ‘but we have to see how you handle this craft when 
you lose an engine on take-off’. 
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THURSDAY 14th December 

7.30pm WHISKY GALORE (PG)  Comedy 

Starring Eddie Izzard and Gregor Fisher (Rab C Nesbitt), 
this is a remake of the original 1949 film. An 8000-ton cargo 
ship including 28,000 cases of malt whisky runs aground in 
1941 off the Island of Eriskay in the Outer Hebrides.   

"There's a place in the world for gentle comedies, and a 
place in most people's hearts for good whisky. This may be 
the best you've ever tasted, and it'll warm your 
cockles."  Eye for Film 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at the foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3             More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Your Kitchen Needs You!   
I am sure most of you have enjoyed the cup that 

cheers from St Cuthbert’s Kithen.  We really need 
your help in maintaining the availability of 

refreshments (which greatly contributes to church funds), on 
weekday mornings, 10-12 noon on Monday, Thursday and 
Fridays (except in January and February).  Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays are sorted!  The system is not complicated and 
there are several persons willing to help you along.  Please 
give serious thought to adding your name to the rota (notice 
board at the back of church) and if you need someone to 
help you please contact me. 

Sheila Linegar, 01749 939512, slinegar@aol.com 

Christmas pageant 
 
My three children were in the Christmas pageant. I was so 
proud. My daughter was playing Mary.  One son was a 
shepherd. And my other son was a Wise Man.  My shepherd 
son had practised his lines over and over, but when the time 
came, he was nervous and said, ‘We found the babe 
wrapped in wrinkled clothes.’ 

To which Mary replied, ‘That's not wrinkled clothes, that's 
dirty rotten clothes!’ Giggles from the audience followed, but 
the play went on.  Until my Wise Man son, wearing his 
father's bath robe and paper crown knelt by the manger and 
said, ‘We are the three Wise Men and we are bringing gifts 
of gold, common sense and fur.’ 

Was Jesus really born on 25th December? 

Almost certainly not.  But the story of how that date came to 
be chosen as his ‘birthday’ is one that stretches back long 
before his birth. 

it seems to have started on the Greek island of Rhodes in 
283 BC. That year the solstice fell on 25th December, and it 
was also the year that the Ancient World’s largest Sun God 
statue – the 34 metre, 200 tonne Colossus of Rhodes - was 
consecrated.   

By 46 BC, Julius Caesar had made 25th December the 
official winter solstice.   

In AD 274, the Roman Emperer Aureilian chose the winter 
solstice to be the birthday of the Sun God.  He also decreed 
that Sol Invictus (the unconquered sun) was ‘Lord of the 
Roman Empire’.  

Fifty years after that, and Constantine had become the first 
pro-Christian Roman Emperor. He wanted the Church to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on 25thDecember.  
Perhaps it was that to him, Jesus was more or less the same 
person as the mighty Sun God.  Or perhaps he felt that the 
ancient sun god’s association with goodness, light, warmth 
and life would help ease the people’s transition from 
paganism to Christianity.  Whatever the reason, the Church 
went along with it, and chose 25th December to be the date 
of Christmas.  And in an ancient mosaic in the crypt of St 
Peter’s Cathedral, Jesus is portrayed as adorned with sun 
rays and riding in a chariot – just like Sol Invictus. 

As for the huge, bronze 200 tonne Sol Invictus?  He fell over 
during an earthquake, and was sold off for scrap metal in 
654AD by an enterprising Arab scrap merchant.   

Meanwhile, Jesus lives on… 

Comforting words 
Old age, believe me, is a good and pleasant time. It is true 
that you are gently shouldered off the stage, but then you 
are given such a comfortable front stall as spectator, and, if 
you really have played your part, you are more content to sit 
down and watch. -  Jane Harrison 

*  *  * 
Constant kindness can accomplish much.  As the sun makes 
ice melt, kindness causes misunderstanding, mistrust and 
hostility to evaporate. - Albert Schweitzer 

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
mailto:slinegar@aol.com
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Notes from the November 2017 PCC meeting 
Concerts:  Yeovilton Military Wives booked for a Friday in 
October 2018.  Avon and Somerset Constabulary Choir, 
Friday 24th May 2019. 

Swift Boxes and Ravens in St Cuthbert’s Tower  David 
Green presented a proposal for swift boxes to be situated in 
St Cuthbert’s Tower, PCC agreed that he should seek 
advice from a friend who was an expert on swifts for the 
way forward and costing etc. 

Rev Sam Denyer was in conversation with a photographer 
to perhaps film our visiting ravens in the Spring for the BBC 
Programme Spring/Autumn Watch. 

Anita Boyce presented a book of before and after photos of 
the recently reinstalled sundial.  This is available in church 
for you to view.   

Graham Barrow, Church Warden, has obtained a faculty 
and planning permission for a new notice board to be 
erected facing Priest Row. 

CTWA Mary Martin presented her report with notable dates.  
One item noted was that the Oddments Theatre Company’s 
production of the Hiding Place at the Little Theatre is to take 
place on January 20th 2018.  
  
Margaret Harrington resigned from her role as Electoral 
Role Officer and was thanked for her 5 years service.  Phil 
Vivash has agreed to take over this role. 
  
Sheila Linegar, PCC secretary 

Take cover... 
Hard Hats or umbrellas might also be useful for those 
walking past the tower next spring! (see above) 

Prompting 
The boy forgot his lines in the Christmas drama 
presentation. His mother, sitting in the front row, tried to 
prompt him, gesturing and forming the words silently with 
her lips, but it didn't help. Her son's memory was blank.   

Finally, she leaned forward and whispered the cue, ‘I am the 
angel Gabriel!’  The child beamed with acknowledgment, 
and in a loud, clear voice so that everyone in the audience 
could hear him say: ‘My Mummy is the angel Gabriel !’ 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Time to write your Christmas 
cards again – what designs have 

you picked to send this year? Are they religious ones?  

Look in the shops at all the different designs, traditional 
and modern. Traditional religious cards have usually 
included the nativity – Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus. 
But what else would you count as religious? The Three 
Kings? The Bible doesn’t say they were kings, or that there 
were three; just that they were Wise Men, who travelled far 
to bring special gifts for the baby Jesus.  
Do you know why there are so many robins on Christmas 
cards? The first postmen in Victorian times wore red and 
were called robins, so robins were shown as delivering 
cards.  

Whatever kind of card you send this year, be sure 
to include a kind message with love for your 
friends. 

Our love is a tiny echo of God’s love for all the 
world. 

  
CARD or DECORATION 

Here is a simple 3-D Christmas tree that you can use as a 
decoration or a card. You will need green card, crayons, 
glitter or paint, scissors and sticky tape. 

Fold a piece of card in half, then cut it in half. Put the two 
pieces together and fold them in half again. 

Draw half a Christmas tree opposite 
the fold. Cut along the line and you 
will have two identical trees. Fold 
the trees in half, very lightly, hardly 
creasing the centre line to mark the 
centre of the tree. Cut a slit along 
the bottom half of the centre of one 
tree and along the top half of the centre of the other tree. 

Slip the two trees together along the slits. 
To help the tree to stand firmly, use sticky 
tape to fasten the parts together where 
they meet.  

Decorate the tree. If you are using it as a 
card then leave an area f ree of 
decorations so that you can write on it. 

  

 What goes red white red white red white? 

Santa rolling down a hill 

From the Registers 2017 

  Christian Baptism 

November 19th       Toby Elliott Yeates 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

November  9th        Trixie Jean Vile 
         “       17th        Mary Candy
  

    Sheila Jenkins 
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On keeping warm in 
church 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

It was delightful to have a family from your church visiting 
ours last week, but perhaps if it happens again, you may 
suggest a certain dress code to them. That the man arrived 
without wearing a tie was probably forgivable, but I do think 
you should have warned them about the temperature.  Your 
church building may be warmer than a nursing home, but the 
only time that hot air is blown over the heads of our 
congregation, is when the archdeacon preaches.  

Thus, by early December, our congregation knows to come to 
church equipped with overcoats, scarves, gloves and thermal 
socks. And the Verger’s regular disappearance into the side 
chapel during Services isn’t on urgent ecclesiastical 
business, but to warm himself up with copious swigs from his 
hip flask. 

So, your poor visitors suffered from the cold.  In fact, by the 
time of the sermon, were they to have been laid horizontally, 
they would have been indistinguishable from the marble 
effigies of the Earls of Stowe lying in state in the north aisle. 
As they limped out at the end of the Service, totally numb, my 
offer of a sherry at the Rectory was more medicinal than 
social. 

December is almost always the month when I gracefully 
concede defeat regarding the church boiler.  True, the 
congregation has been dropping hints to me since Harvest 
about the autumnal nip in the air, or of the flowers keeping 
well in church because it is cool there, or even the slightly 
more pointed remark that it will soon be time for the heating 
to be turned on.  But all are studiously ignored.  I live in an 
arctic 17th century Rectory, and am hardened to it.  

But when members of the congregation start arriving bearing 
travelling rugs and flasks of hot tea, I begin to realise that the 
time approaches to fire the boilers up. Then on the Sunday 
when Colonel Richards lights up his primus stove next to him 
on the pew, I know it is appropriate to announce that next 
Sunday the church will be heated – although ‘heated’ is 
rather more an aspiration than a reality. 

Should any of our congregation be tempted to pay a visit to 
your own church, I will tell them to dress for a Mediterranean 
August – although the men will certainly wear a tie. One does 
have standards to maintain. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

Where’s the baby? 
For weeks, as Christmas approached, a six-year old lad kept 
telling his nursery teacher about the baby brother that was 
also soon expected at his house. One day the mother 
allowed the boy to feel the movements of the unborn child. 
The six-year old was obviously impressed, but made no 
comment. Furthermore, he immediately stopped telling his 
teacher about the impending event.  

As the school was about to close for Christmas, the teacher 
finally sat the boy down and gently asked, ‘Whatever has 
become of that baby brother you were expecting at home?’ 
The child burst into tears and confessed, ‘I think Mummy ate 
it!’ 

3 December:  Birinus – an apostle to the English 

Thousands of our churches are currently involved in various 
mission initiatives across the UK.  If it is tough going at times, 
we should spare a thought for poor Birinus, a priest from 
Lombardy, who was sent here on his own 14 centuries ago.  
Pope Honorius 1 gave him the daunting task of being the 
apostle to Wessex. 

It was about 635 that Birinus first sailed across the Channel. 
He planned to convert all of Wessex, and then press on into 
the Midlands, where no Christian preacher had ever yet 
been.  But once he began ministry in Wessex, Birinus found 
the West Saxons so pagan that he decided he better just stay 
among them.    

So Birinus began his ministry, endlessly travelling around 
Wessex, and preaching to whomever he encountered.  
Gradually he became known, and his message began to 
seep through. 

Then a great breakthrough occurred: the King of Wessex, 
Cynegils, asked Birinus for instruction in the Christian faith.  
His daughter was going to marry Oswald, the Christian king 
of Northumbria, and for political reasons Cynegils now 
wanted to convert.   So Birinus taught and baptised Cynegils 
and his family, and in return they gave him the Romano-
British town of Dorchester as his see, and Birinus became 
the first bishop of Dorchester.    

It was an excellent strategic move:  Dorchester was on a 
main road and river in the centre of an area of dense Anglo-
Saxon settlement.  From his new ‘headquarters’,  Birinus 
spent his last 15 years going on to build many churches 
around Wessex, and to baptise many people.  Towards the 
end of his life Birinus dedicated a church at Winchester, 
which later became the ecclesiastical centre of the kingdom.  
(There is no record of Wessex bishops at Dorchester after 
660.) 

Any lesson in all this?  Bloom where God plants you, and be 
faithful to your calling, however tough things may look at first, 
and however obscure the place.  Birinus’ obedience and faith 
planted Christianity in a key part of Britain, and so helped 
shape British history for centuries to come. 



DIARY FOR  DECEMBER 2017
Friday  1         10 am-4.30  Nativity Crib Festival- St Cuthbert 
Saturday 2 10 am-4.30  Nativity Crib festival - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 3 Advent Sunday   
                                            8.00 am   1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
                                         11.30-4.30  Nativity Crib Festival 
  
Wednesday 6   10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                          11.00 am   WI Choir rehearsals - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  2.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - the Vicarage 
Thursday 7     9.30 am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  3.00.pm  Choir rehearsal at Juliet & Lucy’s (W. H) 
  7.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - Mill Lane   
Friday  8   Cards for Good Causes shop closes 
Saturday  9   10.00 am  Ladies Group Coffee Morning & Bring and Buy - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 10 Second Sunday of Advent 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  3.00 pm  St John Ambulance County Carol  Service - St Cuthbert 
  
Monday              11      6.00 pm   St Margaret’s  Hospice ‘Light up a Life’ Service - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 13   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                                          11.00 am   WI Choir rehearsals and lunch - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Last Market Day Lunch of the year - St Cuthbert 
  6.30 pm  Carol Service - Bubwith Alsmhouses 
Thursday 14     9.45 am  LPA Meeting - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  
Sunday 17 Third  Sunday of Advent 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  4.00 pm  Carol Service - Wookey Hole 
  
Tuesday 19     2.00 pm  St Cuthbert’s Infants’ Carol Service - St C 
  8.00 pm  Advent meditation & Music - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 20   10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  7.00 pm  Young Musicians Concert 
Thursday 21     9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  2.00 pm  St Cuthbert’s Juniors Carol Service - St C 
Saturday 23     2.00 pm  Rehearsal, reception and concert - Old Wellensians - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 24 Christmas Eve 
  10.00 am  Carol Service - St Cuthbert 
  4.00 pm  Crib Service - St Cuthbert 
  4.00 pm  Crib service - Wookey Hole 

  11.00 pm  Christmas Music by the choir (St C)                                                                     
  11.30 pm  First Communion of Christmas - St C 

  11.45 pm  First Communion of Christmas - WH. 
Monday 25 Christmas Day 
  8.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion  - St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  
Wednesday 27   10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 28   11.00 am  Holy Communion  at Bubwith Chapel 
  6.00 pm  Wedding rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
Friday  29     12 noon  Wedding of Peter Wenmouth and Katie Goulden - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 31 First Sunday of Christmas 
  8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion - Wookey Hole 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

