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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From our Vicar

Dear friends 

For many people, church is somewhere that they associate 
with memory and remembering. It may be that they were often 
in church as children; either with school, uniformed 
organisations or family. It may be that they have special 
memories of baptisms, weddings and funerals that are woven 
into their personal and family identity. It may be that they feel 
church is a place where old truths are not forgotten, and the 
past is respected. 

Living up to those kind of expectations is something that we 
can do as a church with a clear conscience only if we do not 
lose hold of our imperative to proclaim the gospel afresh to 
each generation. As Christians we know how remembering is 
supposed to work: our central act of worship is a meal of 
bread and wine in which we remember Jesus. But at the end 
of the meal we are sent out into the world as changed people 
to proclaim Jesus to the world. Proper Christian remembering 
is worthless if it does nothing more than make us feel cosy 
and nostalgic. Through remembering we grow and learn and 
act out our vocations as children of God. 

This time of year is especially focussed in remembering in the 
church calendar. At All Saints we remember our forebears in 
the faith who have been ‘lights of the world in their several 
generations’, as the 1928 Prayer Book had it; at All Souls, we 
remember those closer to us whom we have loved and lost; 
on Remembrance Sunday we remember those who gave 
their lives in conflict in the cause of our freedom. 

This year, there has been another kind of remembering, 
which reaches its climax on 31st October: the 500th  
anniversary of the Reformation. There have been events in St 
Cuthbert’s and across the world, and the language that we 
use to describe them can be revealing: is it a celebration of 
the anniversary, or a commemoration, or simply a marking 
and taking stock? Similar thoughts were had at the beginning 
of the 100th anniversary of the events of WWI, that we are 
still in the middle of. Remembering an event that has come to 
symbolise futile sacrifice would hardly be correctly termed a 
‘celebration’. 

So what do we think of the Reformation? Are we looking back 
in order to rejoice, to lament, or just to learn? And if we are 
learning, what are the lessons? This is not a forum to 
rehearse the history or its interpretation: go to one of the 
many events if you want to know more!  As I said, as 
Christians we should know how remembering is supposed to 
work. We remember in order to form ourselves into the 
Christians that we need to be today, not press ourselves back 
into an ancient mould. One of things the Reformation gave us 
was the confidence to critique our superiors and come to our 
own conclusions. We can now apply those skills and that 
independence of mind to the life of Martin Luther and his 
peers, to learn from his insights that remain valid, to reject 
that which is disagreeable and unacceptable, and to grow as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

  



Traidcraft stall in November 
The Traidcraft stall in St Cuthbert will be open as usual on 
the second Sunday, 12th November after the 10.15am 
service. 

Mary
Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Volunteers are still needed 

Cuthbert’s Kitchen still needs volunteers to serve 
refreshments following the 10.00 am Sunday service.   

If you can help, please speak to Margaret Lodge. 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing 
to offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a 
weekly commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking 
for volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with Patsy or one of the churchwardens 
if you think you can help. 

Patsy, Antonia and Graham 

Going to Church is good for you – 
Research proves it! 

A recent article How to live to 100–plus caught my eye. It 
basically crunched the numbers and listed twelve things 
which researchers believe contribute to a longer life. Some 
of it comes down to genes, but lifestyle is thought to be the 
biggest factor in longevity. The Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) recently reported that Britain now has 15,000 
centenarians - twice as many as in 2002 – making this the 
fastest growing age group. The ONS attributes this largely 
to improvements in nutrition, lifestyle and living standards. 

So what are these factors that influence life expectancy? 
One is being a woman and another is being Japanese, who 
have the longest life expectancy of anyone in the world. 
Family and friends are also very important. In a study from 
California those with a close family and good friends live 
longer. ‘Getting down with the kids’ – whether those are 
children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces, or the children of 
our neighbours and friends is a good thing to do. Marriage 
is also known to be beneficial to good health. Diet is 
obviously important and although advice on diet seems to 
change every time the wind changes direction, there is 
general consensus that dark chocolate, leafy greens, 
strawberries, chillies and small amounts of wine are good 
for us. Exercise is obviously important too, as Fauja Singh, 
now 106, said just after he completed running his latest 
marathon. 

However, among the list of factors that can lead to longer 
life was ‘Going to Church’. Until her death last year 116 
year-old Susannah Mushatt Jones was the world’s oldest 
person. When asked for advice as to how to live a long life 
she said ‘Believe in the Lord’. A recent study by a Public 
Health School at Harvard supported this. It concluded that 
those who go to church more than once a week are less 
likely to die of heart attack or cancer. Staying for coffee 
afterwards is also likely to be beneficial. Age UK has 
demonstrated that social contact promotes well-being and 
helps stave off loneliness in later life. 

In the gospels we hear Jesus saying: ‘I have come that you 
may have life and have it to the full.’ Life in all its fullness is 
not however simply about how long we live, but how we 
live. Jesus’ promise is to be with us in this life, in all that life 
may bring, and also to bring us safely to the life that is to 
come, life everlasting. 

Rt Rev Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells  
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to church 
and would appreciate receiving Holy Communion at 

home, please contact either the Parish Office (01749 
676906 or email office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  

or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish Office, 
telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


 ARRANGEMENTS FOR EUCHARIST ON 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

At the 10.00 Service on Remembrance Sunday (12th 
November) there will be no Eucharist.  This is because it is 
a civic service attended by many people who are not 
communicants, and we would like the service to be 
accessible and welcoming for everybody. 

There will, however, be a celebration of Eucharist later in 
the day: at 4.00 pm at St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole.  
Members of the St Cuthbert’s congregation will be very 
welcome. 

If you would like to go to Wookey Hole and need transport, 
please let Antonia know. 

The Parable of the Old Man and the Young 

So Abram rose, and clave the wood, and went, 
And took the fire with him, and a knife, 
And as they sojourned both of them together, 
Isaac the first-born spake and said, My Father, 
Behold the preparations, fire and iron, 
But where the lamb, for this burnt-offering? 
Then Abram bound the youth with belt and straps, 
And builded parapets and trenches there, 
And stretchèd forth the knife to slay his son. 
When lo! An Angel called him out of heaven, 
Saying, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, 
Neither do anything to him, thy son. 
Behold! Caught in a thicket by its horns, 
A Ram. Offer the Ram of Pride instead. 
  
But the old man would not so, but slew his son, 
And half the seed of Europe, one by one. 

  
Wilfred Owen, July 1918 (killed 4 November 1918) 
 - cf Benjamin Britten’s ‘War Requiem’ 

Two Minutes’ Silence 
In the month of November, when we think about those who 
have given their lives in war, the two minutes’ silence is a 
familiar act of remembrance. We can use the silence to 
reflect on those who have suffered in war or on what it 
means to work for a peaceful world. Or do we end up 
thinking about lunch or panic that we haven’t switched our 
phone off? 

Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the 
most intolerable of all human conditions is not 
imprisonment or hunger, but lack of meaning. The two 
minutes silence enables us to connect with Jesus’ 
message, which offers true meaning to our lives and world. 
He spoke of giving ourselves in love for each other and the 
world, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those that 
persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44). He also demonstrated such 
love in sacrificing His own life, ‘Greater love has no-one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 
15:13). In observing the silence, let’s use it to reflect on this 
sacrificial love, as we remember all those who have 
experienced pain and conflict.  

Of course, we should be serious about silence and stillness 
in the whole of our lives, not just for two minutes at an act 
of Remembrance. In busy lives where so much is 

clamouring for our attention, silence enables us to reassess 
our priorities and rediscover true meaning in our lives. 
Jesus made a habit of withdrawing to experience silence. 
He did this before choosing his disciples, after He heard of 
John's beheading, after feeding the 5000, after healing a 
leper, at the Transfiguration and to prepare for His death. 
‘The seeking out of solitary places was a regular practice 
for Jesus. So it should be for us.’ (Richard Foster). 

 Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Trail  
There will be a Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Trail from 
9th-14th November 2017 with five Churches in Wells 
participating.  These are the Bishops Palace Chapel, Wells; 
St Cuthbert’s Church, St Cuthbert Street, Wells; Ss Joseph 
and Teresa's RC Church, Chamberlain Street, Wells; St 
Thomas' Church, St Thomas Street, Wells and the 
Methodist Church, Southover, Wells.  

Ladies and gentlemen and friends from the various 
churches have all knitted and crocheted poppies.  

The churches will be open during the day (please note RC 
Church 10 to 12 and 2 to 4 and the other churches all day) 
to the general public free of charge.  The Bishop’s Palace 
will have a poppy badge so you can visit the chapel if you 
are not a member. 

All the poppies have been made on a purely voluntary basis 
- several thousand - to remember those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in WW1; those who were injured; and also 
since the Great War those who have died, and those who 
are still suffering today in further conflicts. 

Please take advantage of this occasion. 

Rosemary Bailey 

CTWA dates for November 
Wednesday 8th November: CTWA Forum, 7.30 pm in St 
Cuthbert. 

Sunday 19th November: CTWA  Meals in the Bible—As 
from October the monthly CTWA evening service has been 
replaced by a bring and share meal at which meals in the 
Bible are discussed. Everyone is welcome - bring some 
food and have a meal together. The next one will be held at 
the Connect Centre* on 19th November. There will not be 
one in December or January due to Christmas and the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

* time to be confirmed—watch Pews News 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
At the October meeting Michael Bailey explained to us the 
different sorts of clays, and showed us the beautiful hares 
and pottery that he has made. 

He then produced lumps of clay, and invited us to roll them 
out and decorate them; there was much laughter and 
messy hands, but unfortunately no masterpieces were 
produced—although Sue Harding’s angel was very good! 

The next meeting will be on November 21st in St Cuthbert’s 
Church, so as to accommodate the Ukelele Band. Partners 
and friends are welcome to join us. 

Maureen 
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Wookey Hole WI, September meeting 
President Jill Deane welcomed our speaker for October, 
local artist Phillipa Threlfall, who told us about her career in 
mosaic making. For more than fifty years Phillipa has been 
enhancing public spaces all over the country, and beyond, 
with her murals. Although we are familiar with the local ones 
that adorn our local Tesco stores, she also showed us 
pictures of more unfamiliar ones from elsewhere.  

Her career came about more by accident than design, as 
her original speciality at college was illustration, but she 
had a second string in ceramics. Her work in standard 
teapot-like three dimensions not being as satisfactory as 
she and her tutor hoped, it was suggested that she try to 
work on the flat, and her subsequent commissions sprang 
from that. 

She does a great deal of research for her designs, she 
incorporates as much as possible of the history of the 
place, buildings of note, local industry, distinguished people 
and maps, street plans and coats of arms.  

 Her early work was very massively concrete, and needed a 
considerable amount of heavy lifting to install. But after her 
marriage her husband, Kennedy Collings, was able to help 
with techniques and new materials that he’d learned about 
while working for Clarks. So she was able to get up from 
the floor where she’d been doing a great deal of kneeling, 
and stand to assemble her pieces on a vertical support of 
polystyrene, and use various resins and fibreglass.  

Some of her earlier work has been demolished or otherwise 
disappeared in the redevelopment of the buildings and 
streets on which they were displayed. Some have been 
rescued and moved, not always with happy results, the toads 
of Taunton were vandalised in their new home. One rescued 
piece from Bristol is still fragmented in her studio as a new 
home hasn’t yet been found for it.  

We are all very familiar with her smaller work, the terracotta 
tiles sold at The Black Dog adorn many of our doors, the 
‘Very fine cat’ is particularly popular. Although none of us 
aspire to her skill, four bravely artistic members entered our 
competition for a decorated ceramic tile, which Phillipa kindly 
judged for us. 

Lesley R. thanked Phillipa for her fascinating and entertaining 
talk. 

Rose Docherty  

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
Our speaker for the October meeting was Alan Gray of 
Axbridge Caving Club. When at school Alan wasn’t interested 
in sport but at age 17 he was introduced to caving and is now 
a lifelong enthusiast.  

He briefly gave us a history of caving in the Mendips. As well 
as tools, many human remains had been found in Wookey 
Hole Caves.  Hutton Caves, in Burrington Combe, were 
mined for Ochre in the 1750s, then the caves were “lost”, but 
in 2007 were re-opened and more digs were carried out to 
extend and find new chambers, as has happened with many 
of the Mendip caves. A discovery was made a few years ago 
in Hutton Caves of a horse tooth, that has been verified as 
21,000 years old. 

Herbert Balch was a famous and much respected caver in 
the Mendips; he was at one time a postman in Wells and 
then became head of Wells Post office. In 1901 he explored 
Swildons Hole in Priddy, it was a 19 hour trek to sump 1, 
today it is 40 minutes there and back. At the time of the 
exploration the cavers would have been wearing daytime 
clothes and using hemp rope ladders and would have used 
candles for light.  Today waterproof clothing, including 
wellington boots, and hard hats with lights are used. 

Caving on the whole is dry, but can be wet and at times 
muddy.  When young cavers start out it is with great 
excitement and the desire to access caves a quickly as 
possible, but as time passes and they get older there is an 
urge to dig with the idea of finding links and access  to new 
caves. Wildlife such as Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bats 
can be seen in the caves and great care is taken not to 
disturb them. 

Mendip has the largest underground cave networks in the 
U.K and Alan  showed us some stunning slides of some the 
caves in the area. 

After answering a few questions Lyn proposed a vote of 
thanks for a very interesting talk which had shown us the true 
extent of caves in our area. As Alan said when you are out 
walking in the hills, think about what is beneath your feet. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th November at 2.30 p.m. 
when Adrian Healey, Interim Community Responder Officer 
will be coming along with a volunteer to inform us of the work 
they do. 

For further information contact Margaret 675415, new 
members always very welcome. 

Lyn Astle   

All in the mind 
A leader in a Christian Science church was talking to a 
member of his congregation: ‘And how is your husband 
today?’ The reply came: ‘I'm afraid he's very ill.’  ‘No, no,’ 
corrected the leader, ‘You shouldn't say that - you should say 
that he's under the impression that he's very ill.’ 

The woman nodded in agreement, ‘Yes, I'll remember next 
time.’ A few weeks later the leader saw the woman again. 
‘And how is your husband at the moment?’ ‘Well’, she 
replied, ‘now he's under the impression that he's dead!’ 
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Christmas Festival in 
St Cuthbert's Church, 

 Friday 1st to Sunday 
3rd December 2017 

 The Christmas Festival will run this year from 10am – 4.30pm 
on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd December, and from 11.30am – 
4.30pm on Sunday 3rd December.  Entry is free, but donations 
will be welcomed. 

Once again over 200 nativity sets from around the world will 
be displayed and the ‘Angel Host’ will be flying in again.   This 
year, for the first time, the church will be full of a glittering 
galaxy of stars. 

Alistair Glanvile will again be bringing his “moving” model 
village which has fascinated us all in previous years. There will 
be activities for the children throughout the Festival, including 
a dressing up area where children can become part of a 
nativity scene.  There will also be Christmas Story Time. 

Festive refreshments of mince pies, stollen cake, tea and 
coffee will be available for purchase. Warming, spicy mulled 
wine will be available too.  

The event is over the same weekend as Rotary’s Reindeer 
Parade, and at 2.30pm on Sunday 3rd the Wells City Band will 
be playing in the church. Musical entertainment is planned for 
the other days too. 

Do come and be intrigued by the many interpretations of the 
Christmas story from across the world, and enjoy the other 
Christmas sights and sounds. 

Traidcraft Stall at the Crib Festival  
David Green and I are running a Traidcraft Stall at the Crib 
Festival on Sunday 3rd December from after the morning 
service until 4.30. If anyone is able to help for an hour please 
would you contact me at maryemartin39@gmail.com or on. 
01749 671307. 

Mary Martin 

Letter from Wookey Hole 
Tables laden with colourful and tempting dishes greeted 
guests arriving for our Harvest Bring and Share Supper, an 
indication of a good evening to come, with a Quiz, raffle, a 
song taught to us and accompanied by Sam and most 
important of all, good company and fellowship. This was 
followed next day by the Harvest Festival service in our 
church, decorated with harvest produce, going eventually to 
the Connect centre. St Cuthbert's choir joined us and, with 
Juliet and Lucy, contributed the music. 

The new Dean of Wells had planned a Day of Celebration in 
the cathedral for the parishes in the diocese whose patron is 
the Dean and Chapter of Wells, which includes St Cuthbert's 
and St Mary Magdalene; more than seventy parishioners from 
all over Somerset spent September 30th in the Cathedral. Five 

of us from Wookey Hole, Sam and three of the Vicarage 
family, were there and enjoyed an interactive explanation of 
who was who and who did what in the cathedral (Sam ended 
up temporarily as the Dean and the boys as lesser dignitaries), 
talks, tours of the building, and lunch. The day ended with 
Choral Evensong. The whole occasion gave a good 
opportunity to meet people from other parishes like ours and 
compare notes, problems and encouragement, and to feel part 
of the Christian witness in Somerset.  

On October 7th we had a lovely wedding, one of three this 
autumn. We wish the young couple, Jack Bainbridge and Sian 
Durrant, every happiness in their future life together. 

Elizabeth 

Hear, hear 
A very deaf elderly man was finally fitted out with a hearing aid 
that really worked.  A month later his doctor called him in for a 
check-up.  ‘Your family must be really pleased that you can 
hear again.’ 

 The gentleman replied, 'Oh, I haven't told my family yet. I just 
sit around and listen to the conversations.  And so far, I've 
changed my will three times!' 

Grumble 
Winter is icummen in, 
Lhude sing Goddamn, 
Raineth drop and staineth slop 
And how the wind doth ramm! 
Sing:  Goddamn. 

Ezra L Pound (Ancient Music) 
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Wells Churches Poppy Day Memorial 
Festival 2017 

Thank you to all those who asked if this memorial event of 
the First World War will take place again this year. 

The answer is, ‘yes it will’. There are huge significant 
battles and individual stories to be remembered this year 
[1917] I am sure you have all been moved by the recent 
commemorations for Passchendaele and the reiteration of 
the sheer number of individual lives sacrificed.  

Again it is the personal stories that resonate and we hope to 
continue that theme this year. It is also good that more 
Wells churches intend to take part this year.  

What would be marvellous is if you [and perhaps you could 
ask friends and family], could knit more poppies. We can’t 
have too many – it is the mass of them that makes the 
message of remembrance easier and of course more 
poignant to understand. 

There are many patterns to knit. The Radio Nottingham 
Poppy pattern is easy to make and sew up. But the choice 
is yours. As your poppy represents a unique individual, so 
the knitting can be individual too. Red wool gets a bit rare in 
the local shops, so if you do have some please share it.  

I am hoping Alistair will embark on mark 3 of his poppy 
creations.  

May I extend a huge thank you for your support and if you 
have any questions please ask. 01749 677201 

Rosemary Bailey 

From the Registers 2017 

  Christian Baptism 

October 15th Ivy-Alice Morgan 

Banns of Marriage 

Peter Jason Wenmouth & Katie Isabell Goulden 

Wedding 

October 17th Aaron Lee Collett & Rebecca Ann Cooper 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

October   2nd        David Ronald Hale 

           “     6th        Unity Beryl Barratt 

  “    11th       Margaret Heath   

 “    11th        Margaret Jean Stubbins
  

    Sheila Jenkins 

Taize Services at Henton 
Henton Church are holding Taize services at 6.30.pm on 
26th November, 28th January and 25th March. The worship 
style is very meditative, consisting of readings, prayers, soft 
music and song in a peaceful, candlelit atmosphere. It 
invites you to reflect, explore, discover a spiritual presence. 
  
Mary Martin 

St  HUGH of 
LINCOLN 

17th November 

In the Middle Ages, bishops were 
very important people. They were 
not only men of the church but also 

involved in running the country. They lived in great palaces 
and did not have much to do with ordinary people. 

Bishop Hugh of Lincoln was different. He became known 
and loved for his charity to the poor; he cared for lepers 
and even risked his own life to prevent the killing of Jewish 
people during riots. 

The Bishop rebuilt Lincoln Cathedral after it was destroyed 
by a great earthquake in 1185, but to him people were 
always more important than all the carved stones. 

If you go to Lincoln, look out for the pictures of swans 
because St. Hugh is usually shown with a swan. He had a 
pet swan which guarded him while he was asleep.  

BIBLE H’s 

All the answers to this quiz begin with the letter H.  

Which ‘H’… 

Was a son of Noah? (Genesis, chapter 5) 

Was David’s first capital? (2 Samuel, chapter 2) 

Was Herod’s wife? (Matthew, chapter 14) 

What did Goliath have that was made of bronze? (1 
Samuel, chapter 17)  

Was the King of Tyre who sent cedar wood for the Temple? 
(1 Kings, chapter 5) 

Was hung on the willows by the rivers of Babylon? (Psalm 
137) 

Jesus said the birds have nests and 
foxes have these (Luke, chapter 9) 

What are pleasant words like?  
(Proverbs, chapter 16) 

           

Do you have a hobby?  
Yes, I like sitting in the corner collecting dust. 

Dry 
My minister friend put hot-air hand dryers in the rest rooms 
at his church and after two weeks, took them out.  I asked 
him why and he confessed that they worked fine, but 
someone had scribbled on the dryer:  ‘For a sample of this 
week's sermon, push the button’. 
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Answers:  1. Ham   2. Hebron   

3. Herodias   4. helmet   5. Hiram   
 6. harps   7. holes    8. honeycomb 
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Did St Paul text the 
Thessalonians?   
or WhatsApp the 
Corinthians? 

  
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

No, I do not think it would be a good idea for us to 
correspond by your wretched ‘e-mail’ in future – as I am sure 
you know I do not possess an email apparatus. At St. James 
the Least, we may well be poised to make the great leap 
forward into the next century, but when we do so, we shall 
leap forward into the nineteenth; it will be enough for future 
generations to give consideration to progression towards the 
twentieth. Beyond that does not bear speculation. 

Pen and ink has been the medium of choice for generations 
of clergy, as they should be for you too. St. Paul, may I 
remind you, did not send a What’sApp to the Corinthians - 
and was even proud to mention that part of his letter was 
written by his own hand. And while I am on the subject, it 
would greatly please me if you stopped using ball-point pens; 
they may be suitable for tradesmen, but not for a Clerk in 
Holy Orders. Do get yourself a good fountain pen and some 
permanent blue-black ink. Beware of parishioners who write 
to you in green ink; it is a sure sign they are unbalanced. 

Modern technology may well have a place in the commercial 
world, but it should not impinge on the life of the Church. Your 
photocopied monthly magazine admittedly looks rather 
grand, but it needs a smudged, cyclostyled edition to re-
assure readers that this is a truly Anglican production. The 
sight of Miss Pemberton thumping out those stencils on her 
grandfather’s typewriter, which he used during the Crimean 
campaign, running off the copies and emerging hours later 
liberally covered in black ink gives a re-assuring sense of 
continuity with the past. Seeing her days later at church, still 
stained with printers’ ink, makes those parishioners who don’t 
know the real reason, speculate on whether she is 
moonlighting as a chimney sweep. 

When Jesus taught His disciples, did He have to wait until 
they could record Him on their smartphones?  When He told 
them where they were to go, did they get out their electronic 
diaries to see if they had a ‘window’ that day? Or google 
‘maps’ to make sure He knew the quickest way there?  When 
St. Paul wanted to check on the well-being of the 
Thessalonians, did he think of texting them?  I rest my case. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

The Storm 

‘Jesus! The guy’s asleep again.’ 

The water slithered around the sleeper’s feet,  
Drenching his pauper’s sandals. 

‘Jesus! Wake up! The storm is here and all about.’ 
The waves grew tall, became Atlantic-size, 
Threw themselves upon the deck. 
The fishermen, wet with sweat, 
Oilskins gleaming in the moonglow,  
fought with sheepshanked lanyards, cable bends, 
flowing sheets. Some got blistered by the snappish wheel, 
And caught their fingers in the slippery wooden cleats. 

Holding tight to ropes and rails, 
Others slid like skaters, flailed their yellow arms, 
Grabbed at tarpaulins, sliced their hands on thin wire stays. 

Eventually they woke him 
From his paradisic dreams. 
He wasn’t over pleased. 

‘For God’s sake, have a care, 
and, what’s more, have a faith, you feeble crew’ 
he said—and, turning to the lake’s heavings, 
the thrashing rain, the spitting foam, 
he spoke against the screaming gale 
with resignation and authority: 

‘Shut it!’ 
  
 David Green,  
 from ‘Pigeon Lock and other poems’ 

Book review 
Writes of the Church: Gripes and grumbles of people in 
the pews      by Gary Alderson, BRF, £6.99 

What would a church magazine letters page look like if the 
locals just wrote what they actually thought - and what does 
it tell us about how we think of our church? In Writes of the 
Church, the locals bicker, complain and wonder; the vicar is 
overworked and occasionally lets them know they're 
pushing him over the edge. But through it all, we learn 
something valuable about ourselves. 

It's an unusual and loving angle on the Church of England. 
The characters are odd, aggressive, frustrated or 
sometimes just plain stupid. But the depth of their love for 
the church comes through the threats to boycott the church 
over a tea towel, the obsession over saving money and the 
complaints that children are allowed into the church during 
an act of worship. Through laughing at ourselves, we learn 
about what really makes us tick. Through learning, we might 
change. 

A little learning... 
A little girl goes to her local library and takes out a book 
called Advice for Young Mothers.  

‘Why do you want a book like that?’ asks the librarian.  

The little girl replies, ‘Because I collect moths.’ 
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7  WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

Thursday 9th November at 7.30pm 

The Levelling (15) 

Six months after the devastating floods on the Somerset 
levels and the death of her younger brother, Clover Catto 
returns to her father’s farm.  Clover is sent on a voyage of 
discovery of her family, her upbringing and herself. 
“A superbly shot and piercingly acted realist tragedy…” 
The Guardian 

 Sunday 19th November at 7.30pm 

The Red Turtle (PG) 

Studio Ghibli's masterfully animated fantasy film about a 
man shipwrecked at sea, stranded on a beautiful but 
desolate island and encountering a red turtle, which 
changes his life.  “It is a work of art which transcends 
boundaries of language, culture, geography and age. It is 
simply magnificent.” Mark Kermode – The Guardian 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at the foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3             More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Everyone’s a critic 

Two goats were scavenging on some rough ground behind 
a Hollywood film lot, when they found an old reel of 
celluloid film.  

They were munching away on the film when one goat said to 
the other, ‘Not bad, is it?’ ‘Mmmmm,’ said the other, ‘ it’s 
okay, but the book was better.’ 

Those amazing Children of Israel 
In Sunday School one morning young Joseph raised his 
hand and proceeded to ask a question that had perplexed 
him for some time.  ‘There's something I can't figure out. 
According to the Bible, the Children of Israel crossed the 
Red Sea, right?’   ‘Right,’ said his teacher. 
 
‘And the Children of Israel beat up the Egyptians, right?’   
‘Er, right.’  
 
‘And the Children of Israel built the Temple, right?’  ‘Again, 
you're right.’  
 
‘And the Children of Israel fought the Philistines and then 
the Moabites and lots of other tribes, and the Children of 
Israel were always doing something important, right?’  ‘All 
that is right, too,’ agreed the teacher.  ‘So, what's your 
question, Joseph?’ 
 
‘Well, what were all the grown-ups doing all that time?’ 

Grave certainties 
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a 
funeral director to play at a graveside service for 
a homeless man with no family or friends.  The service was 
to be at a cemetery some distance away.  As I was not 
familiar with the area, I got lost, and finally arrived an hour 
late.  The funeral director and hearse were long gone.  
There were only the diggers left and they were eating 
lunch.  I went to the side of the grave and looked down. 
The lid was partially covered with soil.  The diggers stared 
at me over their sandwiches, and I sensed their reproach 
that I had deserted this dead man in his final hour of need.  
I didn't know what else to do, so I started to play. 

The diggers looked quite startled at this, and put down their 
lunches.  But they stood quietly enough while I played out 
my heart and soul for this man with no family and friends.  
And as I played 'Amazing Grace,' the workers began to 
weep. They wept, I wept, we all wept together.  

When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for 
my car. Though my head hung low, my heart was full.   As I 
opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, 
‘I never seen nothin' like that before and I've been putting 
in septic tanks for twenty years.’ 

So, apparently I'm still lost.... 

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


DIARY FOR  NOVEMBER 2017 

Wednesday 1   10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                          11.00 am   WI Choir rehearsals - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  2.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - the Vicarage 
Thursday 2     9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  7.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - Mill Lane 
Friday                   3   10.00 am  Nativity Crib Festival meeting - Trinity Chapel 
  
Sunday 5 All Saints Sunday   
                                            8.00 am   1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
                      4.00 pm  All Souls service - St Cuthbert 
  
Wednesday 8   10.00 am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
                                          11.00 am   WI Choir rehearsals - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
  2.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - the Vicarage 
  7.30 pm  CTWA Forum - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 9    11.00 am  Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
                                             7.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - Mill Lane 
  
Sunday 12 Remembrance Sunday 
  10.15 am  Service of Remembrance - St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Service of Remembrance - Wookey Hole 
  4.00 pm  Benefice Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
   
Wednesday 15   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                                          11.00 am   WI Choir rehearsals - St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
  2.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - the Vicarage 
  7.00 pm  St Cuthbert’s PCC - Trinity Chapel  
Thursday 16     9.30 am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
     7.00 pm  Pilgrim Course - Mill Lane 
Saturday 18 10am-1pm  Christian Aid Brunch - St Cuthbert 

Sunday 19         Second Sunday before Advent 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00 pm  Matins - Wookey Hole 
  12 noon  Baptism of Toby Elliott Yeates - St Cuthbert 
  6.30 pm     CTWA ‘Bring & Share’ Meal & Discussion - the Connect Centre 

Tuesday 21     7.30 pm               St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group - the Lawrence Centre - Union Street 
Wednesday 22   10.00 am               Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
     11.00am               WI Choir rehearsals—St Cuthbert 
      12 noon               Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
      2.00 pm               Pilgrim Course - the Vicarage 
Thursday 23   11.00 am               Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
      7.00 pm               Pilgrim Course - Mill Lane 
Friday 24     2.00 pm               Hymn Group meeting - Trinity Chapel 
      7.30 pm               Einstein Quiz - St Thomas Church Hall 
  
Sunday 26                         Christ the King 
      8.00 am               BCP Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
                                          10.00 am               Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  
Wednesday 29   10.00 am               Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
    11.00 am               WI Choir rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
      12 noon               Market Day Lunch - St Cuthbert 
      2.00 pm               Pilgrim Course - the Vicarage 
Thursday 30    11.00 am              Holy Communion  at Bubwith Chapel 
                                             7.00 pm          Pilgrim Course - Mill Lane 
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

