
    

St Luke

18th October

As some of you may know I will be retiring from my paid 
employment at the end of this year. I have been working for 
the Diocese since 1996 and have always been involved with 
what we call lay training. This included the training of Readers 
in the diocese, directing the Exploring Christianity course 
which is a modular course helping people to deepen their faith 
as well as developing the training, and supporting the 
ministries of Lay Pastoral Assistants and Lay Worship 
Assistants.  

One of the joys of my work, and there are many, is the annual 
Celebration of Learning which is held annually in the 
Cathedral as part of Evensong and we had such a celebration 
last Sunday.  

Those who had studied and learnt skills came along with their 
families and friends to be affirmed and blessed as they offered 
their gifts in the service of God. Over 100 people stayed for 
tea and cake and a chat after the service.  

Learning is something we do all the time. Sometimes it is 
structured through a course; at other times, it is more implicit 
– something that happens as we go about our business.  

Learning should be exciting, and adult learning is very 
different to what we may remember about being at school. 

Good adult learning works with the life experiences of the 
participants. It’s not a test about how much you remember, 

but an exploration of a given topic, where we contribute our 
experiences and learn more about the topic through 
discussion and reflection, gaining new insights and 
understanding.  

Learning also takes place in parishes. One of my roles at 
work is to train Readers and a whole year is given over to 
helping Readers as preachers. A good sermon will make us 
aware of God’s mission and help us on our journey as 
disciples of Christ.  

Another way of learning in church is through small groups 
getting together to study, discuss and reflect. With this in 
mind, there is a course planned to begin this November at St 
Cuthbert’s. It is a six-week course, and is part of the ‘Pilgrim 
Course’ series produced by the Church of England. Through 
bible study and prayer, we will be exploring the meaning and 
significance of the passage of Matthew’s gospel known as the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5.1-10). Full details will be published 
soon, but there will be daytime and evening sessions, and it 
will be an opportunity to deepen our faith and fellowship 
together as Christians. 

Revd Jennifer Cole 

Associate Priest  

O
ct

ob
er

  2
01

7

PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

Learning



Traidcraft stall in October 
The Traidcraft stall in St Cuthbert will be open as usual on 
the second Sunday, 8th September after the 11am service. 

Mary

Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Mothers’ Union 
Our next Mothers’ Union meeting for this Deanery is on 
Wednesday 11 October at Croscombe Church at 10.30am . 
This will be a Communion service followed by coffee, and of 
course, all are very welcome to attend whether you are a 
MU member or not! Margaret has been looking into setting 
up a project which would benefit families in our area, and 
we look forward to hearing about this at this meeting. 

We had a very enjoyable Mary Sumner Day celebration in 
August hosted by St Thomas’ Church in Wells and led by 
Revd Jan Shellard-James, which was followed by a 
delicious cream tea at Jane and Anthony’s house. 

For your diaries: the meeting in December will be on 
Wednesday 13 December at 11am at St Peter and St Paul, 
Shepton Mallet. More details to follow. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Croscombe Church 
next month - please contact me on  01749 671456 if you 
would like a lift there. 

Lynn Rendell 

Volunteers are still needed 

Cuthbert’s Kitchen still needs volunteers to serve 
refreshments following the 10.00 am Sunday service.   

If you can help, please speak to Margaret Lodge. 

Luke:  beloved physician and historian 
We know a good doctor when we meet one! He or she will 
ask lots of questions and carefully observe how we are 
feeling. They will look and listen; administer tests and 
accurately record their findings.  

 Unlike the Gospel writers Matthew, Mark and John, Luke 
was not a disciple of Jesus.  He was trained as a doctor, 
probably a Gentile and certainly an educated Greek. As 
Luke didn’t know Jesus personally, he needed his interview 
skills as a physician to speak with people who knew Jesus. 
He listened to their stories and identified the truth from 
hearsay.  

Luke’s Gospel has a very human touch to it and begins with 
two detailed descriptions of the births of two important 
babies! He often writes about our Lord’s encounters with 
individuals; men, women, children, the poor and the rich, 
the sick and the strong. He showed Christ’s sympathy for 
people who were underprivileged, hurting and weak. Luke 
was a keen observer and wrote both as a careful historian 
and with the heart of a loving physician. 

 If we didn’t have Luke’s Gospel we would lack so much. 
For example, we wouldn’t know about: the angels’ and 
shepherds’ visit at the birth of Jesus; the visit by the boy 
Jesus to the temple; the parables of the Good Samaritan 
and the Prodigal Son; the encounters of Jesus with 
Zacchaeus, and the two men on their walk to Emmaus. 

Luke’s tenderness is revealed with his emphasis on prayer, 
the Holy Spirit, the role of women in the ministry of Jesus 
and God’s forgiveness of sins. He describes Jesus’ 
compassion for the widow of Nain and our Lord’s mercy to 
the dying thief on the cross. 

Luke also wrote the Book of Acts. This is another trusted 
record about the beginnings of the early Church. Luke was 
a companion of Paul and was with him on many journeys. 
Without the Book of Acts, we would know very little about 
Paul’s life and other followers of Christ including Barnabas, 
Silas and Timothy. Luke was a man not writing about distant 
historical figures or dramas, but about people he knew first-
hand.  

Luke wrote his Gospel so that there would be an accurate 
and an orderly account of the life, ministry and message of 
Jesus. He carefully researched his material and spoke to 
eye-witnesses. He listened to those who had been with 
Jesus and worked alongside leaders and workers of the 
fledgling church. 

A physician identifies our need and helps us to get well. 
Luke saw our need to have Jesus as our heavenly 
Physician. Our eternal life and salvation can only be found 
through faith in Him. 

Lester Amann
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to church 
and would appreciate receiving Holy Communion at 

home, please contact either the Parish Office (01749 
676906 or email office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  

or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish Office, 
telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


Letter from Bishop Ruth 
I’m a patron of Somerset Sight, one of the perks that comes 
with the job!  My elderly mum has macular degeneration 
and so I was very interested to hear more about this 
valuable work.  Jackie (CEO) and Bella (Chair of Trustees) 
came to tell me more.  They have over 250 volunteers who 
work across the whole of Somerset supporting those with 
visual impairment.  160 of these visit people in their homes 
to offer such vital help as reading people’s mail aloud.   
  
I know how important that is to my mum.  Living on her 
own, her letters are a lifeline, a contact with the outside 
world.  She’s blessed with plenty of visitors, partly because 
she will talk to anyone and is confident enough to go out 
and about to discover new things even though she 
occasionally trips over and breaks something!  But can you 
imagine how confining losing your sight can be?  How your 
world could become smaller as you lose your confidence?  
How lonely you might become? 
  
Loneliness and isolation are the experience of many 
people, not just those who are the seniors of our 
communities or those with disabilities to overcome.  I know 
that many of you have a real gift for noticing that and doing 
something about it.  Many of our communities rely on 
people like you to give time and attention to those who are 
feeling disassociated from the world around them, a little 
lost.   
  
Visiting, volunteering with organisations such as Somerset 
Sight, are important gifts of service to our communities, a 
wonderful way of ‘living the story’ of God’s love.  If you are 
doing so, then thank you for that simple but profound act of 
love.  And if not, then why not consider giving an hour a 
week to someone who might discover God’s love through 
you? 
  

Rt Revd Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton  

CTWA United Service for October 

Sunday 15th October: CTWA united service, 6.30pm* at St 
Thomas—new informal service.   

* time to be confirmed—watch Pews News 

NATIVITY CRIB FESTIVAL – EARLY WARNING! 
We are holding this very successful event again!  The dates 
are Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd December.  Your Christmas 
preparations can start now! 

•  Volunteer as a steward 

•  Start creating – a nativity set?  An angel? 

•  Design and practise making and decorating a cake as a 
crib scene? NEW THIS YEAR! 

•  Tell your friends 

One World Fair 
  
It’s that time of year again. The fourth Wells One World 
Fair will take off at 10 o’clock on Saturday 7 October, in the 
Town Hall. There will then be six hours of fun, early 
Christmas shopping, learning about good causes, signing 
petitions, joining groups and much more. 
  
The One World Fair is always organized by the Mid 
Somerset Oxfam Group. MSOG is always keen to 
emphasize, however, that the event is owned by all the 
charities that come along to support it. The founding 
organizations include Christian Aid, the Vegetarian Society, 
CAFOD, Traidcraft, Ethiopiaid, Greenpeace and Amnesty 
International. They, along with 30 other charities (and 
Oxfam itself, of course) sign up to the over-arching 
yearning for a better world, a safer world, a fairer world. 
Each has its own particular part to play, its own particular 
aims and endeavours, but the corporate belief that together 
we can move mountains is palpable. Do come along on the 
7th and support them, to meet your favourite charities and 
to find some you don’t know much about. Many of them are 
national and well known; others are local and smaller. They 
all want you as a friend. 
  
You can get yourself a cuppa, or a meal at the One World 
Diner, while sitting down to listen to the Ukulele Band, or 
Noel Burville on her dulcimer player, or the Axbridge 
Singers. Nobody is going to stop you if you want to get up 
and dance. 

If, as well as coming along to have a good time, you would 
like to help run the Fair, please talk to one of us: 
        David Green (673356), Lynn Rendell (671456) 

The Twilight Years  

It’s Autumn once again, or as the Americans call it, ‘Fall’, 
the time when Summer’s leaves die and drop to the ground, 
leaving the trees bare until Spring. There is something 
about Autumn that speaks of transition: from sun and 
holidays to mists and long nights: Keats’s ‘season of mists 
and mellow fruitfulness’. It’s not Winter, but it is Winter’s 
herald. When the nights grow longer, we know it’s not far 
away. 

I suppose for all those reasons we also often associate 
Autumn with the twilight of life. Once our working days are 
done, and we’ve enjoyed the early years of active 
retirement, many people then enjoy (and I do mean ‘enjoy’!) 
the twilight years of reflection, memories, and family, 
without the pressure of needing to ‘justify’ themselves or 
‘prove’ anything. There’s a wonderful verse in Psalm 92 
which captures the feeling perfectly: ‘’In old age they still 
produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap’. 

So, older readers of these words, Spring-time green and 
‘full of sap’, enjoy your Autumn. And younger readers, don’t 
dread the future arrival of those twilight years. You may find 
they’re a lot more rewarding than you expected.
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Letter from Wookey Hole 
Although we love the intimacy and informality of our village 
church it is good from time to time to be part of a larger and 
more elaborate liturgical setting which those of us who 
shared in the service for St Cuthbert's Patronal Festival found 
inspiring and uplifting. We were happy that our Wookey Hole 
community made a full contribution to the celebration. Juliet's 
orchestra played both before and during the service, and 
members of the City Band under the direction of Richard, our 
organist,literally added a festive note, while David provided 
the authentic northern voice in his readings from Bede's Life 
of Cuthbert.     

The service was followed by lunching together and enjoying 
discussing what was a memorable blend of a religious and 
social occasion in our joint church life. 

Elizabeth 

Wookey Hole WI, September meeting 
We welcomed Patsy Barrow, with Antonia to handle the 
computer display, at our September meeting. The subject of 
the talk was the St Cuthbert’s reredos in the North and South 
transepts of the church.  

Until the mid nineteenth century the walls in those areas 
were smoothly plastered, but restorers found that it was 
originally quite different. When the plaster was chipped away 
they found niches where statues had once stood, and the 
packing in the gaps were the broken fragments of the statues 
themselves. At the time it was felt that they were important 
relics, but no-one knew what to do with them. So they were 
looked at, put away, moved around and generally neglected 
until quite recently. And the niches were often used to hold 
candles, which does the surface of the stone no good at all. 

But a big and expensive effort has now been made to 
properly conserve and catalogue the pieces. Although they 
are in a rather poor state, it is still possible for knowledgeable 
eyes to detect the symbols, such as the wings of the Angel 
Gabriel and the long hair of the Virgin Mary that allow 
identification of the statues. Enough traces of paint remain to 
make it plain how vividly colourful they originally were. In 
digital form they will be available on the Internet for others to 
study. 

They were in place for only a hundred years, the evidence for 
the construction of the reredos, which were the background 
to the altars of chapels financed by wealthy patrons to buy 
their way into Heaven, dates from the mid 1400s. The 
destruction was done on the orders of the strongly Protestant 
young King Edward VI in the 1500s. Sadly, vandalism of 
artworks still goes on. 

Patsy was thanked by Myrtle for her fascinating and detailed 
talk. Patsy admitted that it was actually her birthday, so 
President Jill Deane conducted us in singing ‘Happy 
Birthday’, and, as if by magic, Sue H appeared from the 
kitchen with a cake bearing a single candle. As an added 
treat, Lavinia had been inspired by Jamie Oliver’s ‘5 
ingredients’ recipe, as featured in this month’s edition of WI 
Life, and had baked chocolate and orange shortbread. 
Delicious.  

Rose Docherty  

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
Our first meeting of the Autumn took place on Tuesday 5th 
September.  We welcomed back Linda Dowsett who came 
along to talk to us about her holiday cruise on the Nile. 

Linda’s holiday didn’t get off to a good start , on checking  her 
baggage in at the airport she was told the bags  were 8kg 
overweight, and would cost her £64, she explained that she 
had packed sweets, and pens and pencils for the Egyptian 
children as she had heard that they were very poor. 
Fortunately the member of staff responsible for taking the 
payment was sympathetic and reduced the fee.The week 
long cruise started at Luxor and took in some of the 
monuments along the Nile, in particular Linda was interested 
in  Abu Simbel – the temple complex which houses the Great 
Temple dedicated to Ramesses and the smaller temple in 
honour of his wife Nefertari.  After the Aswan Dam was built 
in 1960, the site was cut into blocks and moved to higher 
ground in order to prevent flood damage. 

Linda also visited the Aswan High Dam and Lake Nasser, 
which was created as a result of the construction of the Dam.  
It was named after the second president of Egypt and 
inaugurated by President Sadat in 1970. Then they  travelled 
across the Desert at night which necessitated armed guards 
being on board the coach because of the risk of attack from 
bandits.  They visited the Valley of the Kings and saw the 
house of Howard Carter who had discovered Tutankhamen’s 
tomb. Other visits included  an Alabaster factory, a Muslim 
Mosque and a trip on an Egyptian sailing vessel called a 
Faluka.  

Indeed, true to what she heard, Linda found that the people 
are very poor and appreciate gifts and will accept any 
currency so as to be able to make a living, with the exception 
of a few who will try to make more money out of a product 
than it is worth. 

Despite being ill for part of the holiday Linda described it as a 
wonderful experience. 

There were a few questions followed by a vote of thanks. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 3rd October at 2.30 p.m. in 
Wookey Hole Community Hall, when Alan Gray of Axe 
Caving Club will be coming along to tell us about caving in 
the Mendips.  New members are always welcome; we have a 
very varied programme for the next year. For further details 
please contact our secretary Margaret on 675415. 

Lyn Astle   

Girlfriend 

When our minister and his wife visited our neighbour, her 
four-year-old daughter answered the door. "Mum!" she yelled 
toward the living room, "God’s here, and he brought his 
girlfriend”. 

Still relevant today 

Les Anglais sont occupés; ils n’ont pas le temps d’être polis. 

The English are busy; they do not have time to be polite. 

Charles de Secondat, Baron de Montesquieu 1689-1755
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St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

 At our September meeting, Sharon and Bob Haigh 
entertained us with an interesting talk about their 
experiences of volunteering to work in India. They initially 
went out in 2011 to help with the Polio Project, immunising 
young children from villages with the polio vaccine, and 
giving them a “purple pinkie” finger so that they didn’t go 
around a second time to receive another small gift that they 
were given. Although the disease is nearly eliminated, the 
Project still continues to immunise children in case of 
another outbreak. 

When they returned in 2015 and 2016—as well as doing 
some sight-seeing and staying at a “posh” hotel for their 
wedding anniversary—they worked with the ‘Reaching the 
Unreached’ charity, and in 2017 also stayed with Indian 
Rotarians who have since visited this area.  

On one occasion they were asked to teach the children at 
RTU conversational English; this proved difficult, not being 
teachers, but using mime and rhymes they got by. They 
loved the children, who were all very well-behaved, and 
Sharon and Bob go back each year now. 

Many thanks. 

Maureen 

Reap a good harvest 

If you’ve been out and about in the countryside in recent 
months, you’ll have noticed that there was a bumper crop of 
blackberries and other fruit this year. That was no accident.  
It was because, from Spring onwards, there has been just 
the right amount of heat and cold, rain and sun, to make the 
plants bring forth their best.  

It’s the same when we are making Jesus known. Only God 
knows if the people we meet are ready to respond to the 
Gospel. We might be simply planting a seed, and that 
person still has years to go, or it may be that the person is 
finally ready to become a follower of Jesus.  

This autumn, as we prepare for Christmas, let’s be 
intentional – praying for friends and family members who 
don’t yet know Jesus.  Let’s ask God for opportunities 
sensitively to share the Good News of Jesus. And let’s be 
ready to serve and speak in Jesus’ name. 

  

St Cuthbert’s PCC: Summary of July 2017 
Meeting 

The July meeting was well attended. There were several 
main items:   
Policy for Charitable Giving  A draft document had been 
circulated, and Sam commented on the purpose and 
rationale of the policy.  There were discussions on several 
points and PCC were asked to consider which local charity 
to donate  to in 2018.  The names of 3 charities would be 
presented to the congregation for consideration.  It was 
noted that this will not affect the charities we support through 
special events and occasions.  PCC approved and accepted 
the policy. 

Finance Group  A group had been formed to look at and 
review budget, fees and to bring proposals and advice to the 
PCC.  The first task was to produce a Terms of Reference.  
PCC approved the formation of the Finance Group.  
Members are the incumbent, church wardens, treasurer, 
stewardship officer, and non PCC member Mary Weare.  
The group would also be looking at enlisting people with 
relevant skills as co-opted members.   
Other items that were discussed were the purchase of 
photocopier (now installed) and the recent burglaries.  The 
sundial has now been removed for restoration.  Forthcoming 
event mentioned was the December festival of cribs and 
angels (volunteers needed).  Addition to the Electoral Role – 
Margaret Harrington presented 3 new names.  Mary Martin 
had circulated a document regarding CTWA.  Phil Kitcher 
would be updating the photographic display of PCC 
members and also volunteered to assist Antonia Gwynn with 
the Health and Safety issues, risk assessment and 
administration. 
Sheila Linegar, PCC secretary (PCC meetings are bi-
monthly) 

Summary of September 2017 PCC meeting 
The treasurer, Piers, is seeking exploratory figures for 
replacement of sound system that has poor loop and sound 
quality as well as looking into alternative methods for the 
electricity and heating systems.  
A copy of the Finance Group’s Terms of Reference was 
distributed and PCC were asked to note the contents. 
The vicar, Sam handed out slips for PCC members to 
nominate a local charity or charities for next year’s charitable 
giving. The top 3 nominations would be presented to the 
congregation at a future service. 
Antonia reported that a full Health and Safety survey with 
Phil was still planned, as preference had been given to the 
recent Heritage Weekend tower tours in ensuring the tours 
would be safe, They had identified new/remedial work ie 
safety rails on tower, grab rope or rail on stairs, extra lighting 
and repair of some steps. Future regular tours were 
discussed. 
The vicar, Sam and others had met with Grenville Jones who 
had requested the use St Cuthbert’s for the setting up of a 
Community Choir to start on January 16th: Tuesdays 2-4 for 
42 weeks of the year if successful at a 60- 70 membership.  
To take place around the piano using an accompanist, the 
church would still be open to visitors. PCC approved and 
agreed the event. 
Sheila Linegar, PCC secretary 

With Animal Welfare Sunday in mind 
As far as the Bible is concerned, God only threw the humans 
out of Paradise.  Bruce Foyle 

I really don’t think I could consent to go to Heaven if I thought 
there were to be no animals there.   George Bernard Shaw 

Make a date 
Meeting with our new enthusiastic young curate,  I asked if I 
could have a church service when I eventually die. 

"Of course," he said, grabbing his diary, "What day do you 
want?”
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THE WAY I SEE IT:  Well, why Do the Nations?   

‘Why do the nations so furiously rage together?’ we used to 
sing from Psalm 2. We’ve just had a summer of 
international discontent, war-like words shouted across the 
oceans, accompanied by blood-curdling threats of fire and 
fury ‘such as the world has never seen’. So the question is 
eternally relevant: Why do nations threaten, rage and 
conspire? What is it in human nature that makes people 
who would actually prefer to live in peace act in warlike 
ways? The psalm, having posed the question, offers us an 
answer, but it is in the context of Israel 3000 years ago 
rather than the present world. The nations were conspiring 
against God’s chosen nation, so watch out!  

The truth is that fear of ‘the other’ usually lies behind 
national anger and threats. We do not trust those strange 
people over there, so we will conspire or rage to stop their 
supposed threat to us. Fear and ignorance generally lie 
behind international disputes, just as they often do in 
domestic or personal ones. Reverence for God (‘fear’ of 
him) is the psalmist’s answer, and probably those who truly 
believe that ‘our times are in his hand’ will find it easier to 
replace fear and anger with prayer and trust.  

That’s not a diplomatic or political answer to a real military 
threat, of course. But perhaps understanding other people’s 
fears may help us to find a solution to our own. 

Canon David Winter 

With Harvest in mind... 
... it’s strange to me 
How very full the church can be 
With people I don’t see at all 
Except at Harvest Festival   

   John Betjeman 

Wells Churches Poppy Day Memorial 
Festival 2017 

Thank you to all those who asked if this memorial event of 
the First World War will take place again this year. 

The answer is, ‘yes it will’. There are huge significant battles 
and individual stories to be remembered this year [1917] I 
am sure you have all been moved by the recent 
commemorations for Passchendaele and the reiteration of 
the sheer number of individual lives sacrificed.  

Again it is the personal stories that resonate and we hope to 
continue that theme this year. It is also good that more 
Wells churches intend to take part this year.  

What would be marvellous is if you [and perhaps you could 
ask friends and family], could knit more poppies. We can’t 
have too many – it is the mass of them that makes the 
message of remembrance easier and of course more 
poignant to understand. 

There are many patterns to knit. The Radio Nottingham 
Poppy pattern is easy to make and sew up. But the choice 
is yours. As your poppy represents a unique individual, so 
the knitting can be individual too. Red wool gets a bit rare in 
the local shops, so if you do have some please share it.  

I am hoping Alistair will embark on mark 3 of his poppy 
creations.  

May I extend a huge thank you for your support and if you 
have any questions please ask. 01749 677201 

Rosemary Bailey   

Blessed 
Blessed are the flexible, for they don’t mind it when the 
demands of family and work ties them in knots. 
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On the perils of trainers, 
high heels and soft shoes in 
church 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
Having informed you of why clergy must always wear black 
shoes in church, my  
belief is that all those who hold any office in church should 
be similarly dressed. 
 
Altar servers have the tendency to arrive wearing what I 
am informed are called trainers. Were they black it would 
be tolerable, but they seem to be without exception either 
brilliant white or luminous pink. When they arrive so attired 
I insist they remove them and serve in the sanctuary in 
their socks. Since our church floor is several degrees 
colder than permafrost, it normally takes them the rest of 
the morning with their feet in a bucket of hot water before 
circulation returns. They do not make that mistake a 
second time. 
 
The rule applies to members of the choir also; my only 
concession is that ladies are allowed to wear shoes with 
heels. But that can present its own hazards. Miss Threlfall 
recently appeared in heels that, by chance, were the exact 
size and shape of the holes in our beautiful Victorian 
heating gratings in the nave floor. During the procession at 
the start of the Service, her heel wedged in one. She is a 
lady of some determination and refused to stop, thereby 
holding up the procession and letting the congregation 
know something was amiss. So she proceeded, now with a 
twelve inch square cast iron grid firmly attached to her foot. 
As she gallantly clanked up the aisle, rocking slightly since 
one leg was now several stones heavier, one of our 
basses, completely innocent of what had happened, 
stepped into thin air. Half of his body disappeared vertically 
downwards as the other half proceeded in a horizontal 
easterly direction, scattering tenors like skittles. I continue 
to visit him in hospital. 
 
Our organist arrives wearing black shoes, but once hidden 
in the organ loft, removes them and plays the organ in soft 
shoes. Or he did; these days he never removes his shoes 
at all. At Evensong on Sundays, my dog comes with me to 
swell the congregation and wanders round the church 
benignly as the Service progresses. After one Service, our 
organist came to retrieve his shoes only to find them 
missing. Their absence was inexplicable - until two weeks 
later when I found them buried in the Rectory rose garden. 
 
Churchwardens, of course, know the rules for correct 
footwear - that is why they have been elected to serve in 
such a distinguished office - although I do feel that Admiral 
Hopkinson's practice of wearing white spats on top of his 
shoes when the bishop is here, a little excessive - even 
rather flash. 
 
Maintaining this dress policy once you have your own 
church, will be maintaining the true faith. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 

MIXED UP MONTHS 

Words that begin with ‘oct’ 
mean to do with the number eight – an octopus has 8 
tentacles, an octagon has 8 sides. So October should be 
the 8th month of the year, shouldn’t it? But it isn’t.  

The reason goes back to Roman times. October was the 
eighth month in the Roman calendar until July was added 
to celebrate the birth month of Julius Caesar. This was 
followed by Augustus who also added 
another month (guess what that one 
was called!). With these two extra 
months fitted into the calendar what 
was the eighth month became the 
tenth month. Which gets more 
muddled: because words beginning 
with ‘dec’ mean to do with the number 
ten, so under the old way December 
was the tenth month. Shall I stop now 
before we all get even more confused? 

 
OOOOOOs 

All these names begin with O – which ones aren’t the real 
name of a saint? 

Odo 

Olaf 

Osyth 

Oliver 

Olympias  

Odilia 

Omer 

Oudoceus 

Osburga 

Ouen 

What’s round, orange and can’t sit down? 

A seatless Satsuma. 

How does an octopus go 
into battle? 

Well armed.  

  

Answers:  the answer is that they are all real 
sants’ names! Aren’t you glad that they didn’t call 

you after some of these saints?
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 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

Thursday 12th October 

7.30pm A MAN CALLED OVE (15)  - 
Comedy/Drama in Swedish with subtitles 

Ove, an ill-tempered, isolated retiree who spends his days 
enforcing block association rules and visiting his wife's 
grave, has finally given up on life just as an unlikely 
friendship develops with his boisterous new neighbours. 

" This is an engaging and enjoyable feelgood picture that’s 
both laugh-out-loud funny and powerfully emotional, thanks 
to a bittersweet script, accomplished direction and a superb 
central performance from Rolf Lassgard.” Matthew Turner - 
iNews 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
foot of School Hill. 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Cheddar Male Choir Annual Concert 2017 
On Saturday 28th October at 7:30pm Cheddar Male Choir 
and soloist Francesca Bowkett will be performing at the 
Kings of Wessex Theatre Cheddar BS27 3AQ, to help raise 
funds for the choir charity. Cheddar Male Choir helps other 
charities and good causes by singing around twelve concerts 
per year and they have assisted charities such as “The 
Children’s Hospice South West”, “Somerset and Dorset Air 
Ambulance”, “Freewheelers Blood Bikers”, “RAFA”, “The 
Prince’s Trust” and numerous others.  

The choir’s 22nd annual concert will be a great celebration 
of songs from the musicals, pop charts, spirituals and some 
traditional male voice songs. Tickets are £8 and available 
from Deane’s of Cheddar, a choir member or on sale at the 
door on the night. Certainly this is a night not to be missed. 
Please support this concert which will have something for 
everyone. 

From the Registers 2017 

 Weddings 

August  24th: 
     Matthew Neil John Smith & Ruth Susan Timms 

August  26th:  
     Brett William Joy & Tiffany Gaillard 

September  2nd:  
     Jason Antony Long & Pearl Vienna Noble-Mallock 

September  16th: 
Richard Paul Saddington & Kate Alice Lover 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
August  29th     Adrian Scott 

    Sheila Jenkins 

For computer buffs 
Jesus and Satan were having an ongoing argument about 
who was better on his computer. They had been going at it 
for days, and God was tired of hearing all of the bickering. 
Finally God said “Cool it. I am going to set up a test that will 
run for two hours, and I will judge who does the better job”. 

So Satan and Jesus sat down at their keyboards and typed 
away. They moused. They did spreadsheets. They wrote 
reports. They sent faxes. They sent e-mail. They sent out 
e-mail with attachments.They downloaded. They did some 
genealogy reports. They made cards. They did every 
known job. But ten minutes before their time was up, 
lightning suddenly flashed across the screen, thunder 
rolled, rain poured down and, of course, the electricity went 
off. 

Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse 
word known in the Underworld. Jesus just sighed. The 
electricity finally flickered back on, and each of them 
restarted his computer. Satan started searching frantically, 
screaming “It’s gone! It’s all gone! I lost everything when 
the power went out!” 

Meanwhile Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files 
from the past two hours. Satan observed this and became 
irate. “Wait! He cheated! How did he do it?” 

God shrugged and said “Jesus Saves.”

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


Could you help run St Cuthbert’s  ‘Cards for 
Good Causes’ charity Christmas card shop?  

Cards for Good Causes sell national and local charity 
Christmas cards in their seasonal pop-up shop in St 
Cuthbert’s every year and this season need a new 
manager to oversee the shop. 

No previous retail experience is necessary, the role is part 
time and can be flexible hours, and could be shared by two 
people. Training is provided and a modest remuneration is 
paid at the end of the season. The shop will run from mid 
October to mid December. 

Anyone interested in the manager role or in helping as a 
volunteer should contact Frances Guy, Regional Organiser, 
for more information: 

frances.guy@cfgc.org.uk   01392 439599. 

How to avoid the Peace – tips for 
advanced churchgoing 

By Dave Walker, Canterbury Press, £8.99 

Dave Walker, cartoonist, cyclist, web editor and former 
church and youth worker, is the UK's most shrewd 
observer of the quirks of church life. His distinctive Guide 
to the Church cartoons appear weekly in the Church 
Times, and have made their way into books and calendars, 
onto mugs, tea-towels and T-shirts.  

This sixth collection of Dave's cartoons includes, among 
other things:  how drones, contactless payment and other 
new technology can come in handy in the local church; 
how to spot a new curate; and the holiday club and how to 
survive it.    
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DIARY FOR  OCTOBER 2017 

Sunday	 1	 	 					Sixteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	 	 	
																																					8.00	am		 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
		 10.00	am	 	 Harvest	Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
		 11.00	am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Wednesday							4	 10.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
		 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 5	 			9.30	am	 	 Meditation	Group	in	the	Trinity	Chapel	
		 11.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 														7.30	pm	 	 Luther	500:	‘A	Monk’s	Tale’	-	St	Cuthbert	
Saturday	 7	 	 	 Wedding	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Sunday	 8	 	Seventeenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00	am	 	 Parish	Communion,	followed	by		Fairtrade	Stall		-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 11.00	am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 6.30	pm	 	 Evening	Prayer	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 	
Wednesday				11	 10.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	at	St	Cuthbert	
		 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	at	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday									12	 	11.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Saturday	 		14								4.00	pm	 	 	 ‘A	Tale	of	Two	Organs’	-	St	Cuthbert	
		
Sunday	 15	 	 	 					Eighteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	according	to	the	1549	Book	of	Common	Prayer	-				
		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 St	Cuthbert	
		 11.00	pm	 	 Matins	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 6.30	pm	 	 Informal	CTWA	United	service	at	St	Thomas	(time	to	be	confirmed)	
		
Tuesday	 17	 		7.30	pm	 	 St	Cuthbert’s	Ladies’	Group	-	the	Lawrence	Centre,	Union	Street	
Wednesday	 18	 10.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
		 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	-	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 19	 			9.30	am	 	 Meditation	Group	in	the	Trinity	Chapel	
		 11.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
Saturday	 			21						7.30	pm		 	 Swan	Singers	Choral	Concert	-	St	Cuthbert	

Sunday	 22	 Nineteenth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 10.00	am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
		 11.00	am	 	 Parish	Communion	and	baptism	of	Ailsa	Tetley	Brown	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Wednesday	 25	 10.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion	at	St	Cuthbert	
		 12	noon	 	 Market	Day	Lunch	at	St	Cuthbert	
Thursday	 26	 11.00	am	 	 Holy	Communion		at	Bubwith	Chapel	
		
Sunday		 29	 	 					Last	Sunday	after	Trinity	
		 8.00	am	 	 BCP	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
		 10.00	am	 	 Parish	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

