
    

Pentecost

The Vicar writes…
by Revd Sam Denyer

Dear Friends 

It is with great pleasure that I am writing this letter to you 
for the first time as your new vicar here in the benefice of 
St Cuthbert Wells and Wookey Hole. Paula, the children, 
and I have all been made to feel very welcome at the two 
churches, and we have also been very much enjoying 
getting to know Wells and the surrounding area in the past 
few weeks. What was particularly helpful was your 
generous decision to have joint benefice services on our 
first two Sundays here, firstly at St Cuthbert’s and then at 
Wookey Hole. This really allowed us to get around and 
meet people very easily. 

As you can imagine, life has been somewhat hectic for me 
since my arrival, rushing from place to place, meeting 
people and trying to acquaint myself with ‘how they do 
things round here’! Although Paula and I both grew up in 
Bristol, and so know Somerset and the West Country 
reasonably well, there are plenty of things that are new to 
us, or of which we need reminding after ten years away in 
other parts of England. Amongst all the busyness, one of 
the things that I have been reflecting on in those spare 
moments rushing between meetings is unity and diversity. 

The bomb attack in Manchester on the evening of 22 May 
brought a sense of unity to our nation as well as to the 
people of Manchester. At such times we are only too glad 
to unite in defiance of those who would seek to divide us 
by violence. 

And yet unity is not all that we are. We also value the 
diversity of our nation, our communities, our churches, 
and even our families. In fact, if we do not value our 
natural human diversity, then the only outcome is serious 
division between us. As I write this, I am planning for 
Pentecost, a moment at which the church was born into a 
wonderful diversity of languages and nations. As a 
church, diversity is in our DNA. 

And so, in the past few weeks, I have also been reflecting 
on the unity and diversity that we express as two 
parishes in one benefice: St Cuthbert Wells and Wookey 
Hole. We are brothers and sisters in Christ, fellow 
pilgrims on the Way, and we should rejoice in all that 
unites us: social events, worship, and this magazine you 
are reading now. In addition, the weekly news sheet at St 
Cuthbert’s will become a ‘Benefice Bulletin’ after 
Pentecost, so I urge Wookey Hole people in particular to 
contribute news and future notices of events to make this 
a proper benefice publication. But, we should also not 
hesitate to celebrate our diversity: city and rural, great 
and small. These differences need not be causes for 
division and friction, so long as we learn to value each 
other, and learn to see in each other the image of God 
that our creator has placed there. 

With best wishes

Ju
ne
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



THE END OF AN ERA 

Many readers will know that St Cuthbert’s PCC held their 
AGM on April 19th, but what many may not know is that the 
meeting heralded the end of an era. It saw the retirement of 
two stalwart members of the PCC who have stepped down 
after many years of loyal service. I am referring to the 
amazing service of Anne Burchell and Pauline Fielder, who 
between then have clocked up more than 90 years of 
membership of the PCC. Both have served as elected 
members and both have for many years represented the 
parish at Deanery Synod. Not only that, but both have also 
served terms as churchwarden, whilst Anne was secretary 
to the PCC for a staggering 46 years.  

In appreciation of such devoted service bouquets of flowers 
were presented to Anne and Pauline after a recent 10am 
service in St Cuthbert’s. 

Graham Barrow 

Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Coming from a town with street lights and no fields or 
hedges near, I knew nothing about glow-worms—which are 
really beetles—so it was interesting to learn about their two-
year lifecycle and habitat from Peter Bright of Westbury sub 
Mendip. It is encouraging to learn of the work he and the 
village volunteers do to trace locations and numbers in the 
hope of saving them from extinction. 

The next meeting is our Garden Party at 7pm on June 20th 
at Maggie Pattenden’s home at 38 Wand Drive, turning 
opposite the Police Station. 

Raffle prizes and food Bring and Buy items will be 
welcomed. 

Maureen 

Mothers’ Union 

At our next Deanery’s Mothers’ Union meeting in June we 
will be joining in with the monthly Cathedral Prayers on 15th 
June at 11.30am in the Bishop’s Palace Chapel. We will 
then have lunch together in Wells. Do come along and join 
us – you are welcome even if you are not a Mothers’ Union 
member! 

Lynn Rendell    Tel:01749 671456 

CTWA Dates for June 
“Thy Kingdom Come” - The national ecumenical prayer 
initiative Thy Kingdom Come which started on Ascension 
Day will culminate on Sunday 4th June with a Prayer Fayre 
at the Cathedral with 15 varied prayer stations in the nave 
between 2.30 and 4.30 pm, followed by a Pentecost Prayer 
Service at 5.00 pm. Refreshments will be available before 
the service.  

Other churches in Wells are holding prayer walks during the 
10 days leading up to Pentecost starting from the Methodist 
Church on Wednesday 31st May at 10 am, Friday 2nd June 
at 7 pm and Saturday 3rd June at 2 pm. 

Sunday 8th June at 6.30pm—Centenary Songs of Praise 
in Wells United Church, preceded at 5.30pm by a flower 
festival (refreshments). 

Monday 26th June—Christian Aid Brunch : 

'Amazing Grace'          
A concert from Finland with traditional Finnish Songs and 
spiritual songs from all over the world, sung by 'Usai Aani' a 
choir from Oulunsalo. 

Come and listen to them on Sunday 11th June after the  
10am service.  Donations appreciated at the door. 

 Traidcraft stall in June 
Due to the Finnish Choir Concert being held after the 
service on 11th June, the Traidcraft Stall will instead be 
open on Sunday 4th. 

With thanks and best wishes,

Mary

*  *  *  *  *

Six hours in sleep, in law’s grave study six, 

 Four spend in prayer, the rest on Nature fix. 

Sir Edward Coke, 1552-1634 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


It’s not just about ticking the box 
As you read this one of the issues dominating the news will 
be the General Election.  Some wit once said: ‘If you don't 
vote, you get the government you deserve, and if you do, 
you never get the results you expected.’  Witty that may be, 
but it is also somewhat cynical and it is one of the things our 
Archbishops have warned us against. In a Pastoral Letter 
released to all parishes and chaplaincies they have said 
that the first obligation we have as Christians is to pray for 
the election and to recognise the very real burdens and 
responsibilities carried by those in political life and their 
families.  The second obligation they suggest is to set aside 
apathy and cynicism and to renew our commitment to the 
virtues of love, trust and hope in God and in each other. 
These virtues they suggest should guide and judge our own 
actions and shape and determine the life of our nation. 

Faithful, humble, trusting prayer is one mark of true 
discipleship and I hope that many of us will be engaging in 
the opportunities to pray with others between Ascension 
and Pentecost.  If we do we will be praying with millions of 
other Christians across the world, praying that many more 
people, among them our own friends and families, will 
discover and open their lives to the love of Jesus Christ.  
Services are being held in Bath Abbey on 25 May and in the 
Cathedral on 4 June. At Bath Abbey there will be interactive 
prayer stations, mixing traditional and contemporary 
worship and at the Cathedral there will be a Prayer Fayre.  
We are all invited to take part and to pray together 
expectantly for the empowering of the Holy Spirit.  Come 
and join your bishops in praying: ‘Thy Kingdom Come’.* 

Rt Rev Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells  

Sam’s first service at St Mary Magdalene, 
Wookey Hole  

Following the formal induction on the first Saturday in May 
of our new Vicar Rev’d Sam Denyer and the joint Benefice 
service the following day in St Cuthbert’s, it was the turn of 
Wookey Hole to host a joint service on the following Sunday 
14th May.  

An extravaganza of music had been planned by our 
organist Richard and with the help of Juliet and Lucy we 

had a brass and 
string orchestra of 
eleven players.  The 
St Cuthbert’s Choir 
also came to 
augment the singing 
and to sing an 
anthem which was a 
lovely addition to the 
worship.  

The communion 
service was very well 
attended with about 
100 folk filling the 
pews to 
overflowing.   

We had also planned a picnic lunch in the Church garden 
for immediately following the service and fortunately the 
weather was warm and bright for an hour or two and most 
of the congregation stayed on and were swelled by a 
number of villagers who were unable to make the service, 
to enjoy each other’s company and the pleasant 
surroundings.    

It has been a particular facet of this last vacancy that the 
two Churches have grown closer to each other, and the 
services based around Sam and his family’s arrival among 
us have emphasised that bond which, I think, gives us hope 
for our joint ministry in the Parishes.  

Elizabeth Talbott & David Scarth   
Churchwardens, St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole  

 May in St Mary Magdalene 
We ended Lent on Good Friday with a thoughtful meditation 
led by Alistair and celebrated a joyful Easter in a beautifully 
decorated church.Before the service Juliet, Lucy and Louise 
gave us their usual festival gift of music which we all enjoy 
and appreciate so much.   

We were very pleased to welcome many visitors and 
relations,swelling our congregation,among them Louise's 
father who sadly died a few days later. We send the family 
our condolences and we are glad that he was able to 
celebrate the  Resurrection with us. 

We had a church grounds,gardens and paths tidy and trim, 
incorporating a picnic lunch, in preparation for the United 
Benefice service here on May 14th which would be the first 
service taken in St Mary Magdalene by the Revd. Sam 
Denyer and the opportunity for Wookey Hole to welcome 
him and the family.  

Elizabeth 

Twice Weekly Meditation at Wookey Hole 
We have enjoyed holding these meditation slots, but as 
summer is coming in we cannot afford the time any more to 
be quietly available for these weekly sessions. 

Thank you to those who have attended; we may start up 
again in the late autumn. 

Meanwhile the church is open by day and welcomes 
meditators at any time so please feel free to continue with 
this practice in the church— although sadly there wont be a 
group unless you bring others in with you yourselves. 

With our love, 

Lucy, Juliet (and Elizabeth of course, our churchwarden 
who helped so much when we couldn’t manage).
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Wookey Hole WI May Meeting 
President Jill Deane welcomed everyone to our AGM 
including our tellers who had come from Croscombe W.I. We 
were in fine voice as we sang Jerusalem, and then it was 
down to business.  

 Our trip to New Manor Farm at East Harptree  for a delicious 
cream tea was well attended and we recently took part in a 
successful table top sale with Croscombe, Wells and Coxley 
WI's. It was a chance to meet and chat with ladies from other 
local groups.   

Lesley our treasurer, Jenny our secretary, and Jill reminded 
us in their reports of the busy and productive year that 
we had experienced. Everyone had joined in 
wholeheartedly ,especially with the Living Memory Project. 
Our display had been part of the wonderful remembrance 
tribute to the fallen in St Cuthberts Church last November. 
Members were duly thanked for all that they had achieved. 
 The committee and president were re-elected en-bloc and 
Anne expressed thanks on behalf of everyone.      

There were two resolutions to be discussed .The first 
concerned loneliness and how we as a WI could help to 
combat it, and the second was about Plastic Soup - How to 
keep microplastic fibres out of our oceans . Lively 
discussions followed and both resolutions were passed. The 
results go to the Annual Meeting in Liverpool in June.   

We are now looking forward to the WI Summer Singing Day 
in St Cuthberts Church on June 14th.     

The competition for something silver to brighten our meeting 
was - 1st Jill, 2nd Sue H, 3rd, Jan.  Flower of the Month - 1st 
Sue H, 2nd Myrtle, 3rd Jean.    

Jill Deane 

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 

We enjoyed a very entertaining afternoon when Dave 
Plimmer, resident in Wookey Hole, came along to our 
meeting.  Dave is currently on tour with the production of 
Count Arthur Strong in which he plays Eggy.  There is also a 
new television series of the comedy which is scheduled to 
start in May. 

Drama was never part of the curriculum when Dave was at 
school, but one day pupils were asked to read parts in a 
Shakespeare play. Dave volunteered to read a part and the 
die was cast: he wanted to be an actor, but at that time his 
parents weren’t very keen. He had also read a book called 
the Good Companions about a troupe of travelling players 
which influenced his decision. On leaving school he did 
mundane jobs but was still interested in the theatre. He went 

to the local theatre in Leicester and asked if they had a job 
and he was offered apprentice stage manager at half the 
pay he had been earning. As His parents didn’t want him to 
pursue this career, but wanted him to have a proper job, they 
went along to the theatre and after a chat with the Stage 
Manager were happy for him to continue with his ambition. 
After a while he  was accepted at drama school.  

After getting married he moved to Mells and quite by chance 
he met Steve Delaney who plays Count Arthur Strong, took 
part in one episode, and then was written into the series. 
Dave also has a love of singing, especially folk music, and at 
one time wondered if this was what he wanted to do; 
however it is an actor’s life which—despite taking him away 
from home—he enjoys.  

Dave sang to us and accompanied himself on  his guitar. We 
were able to join in a few songs, golden oldies such as ‘You 
Are The Sunshine Of My Life’ and ‘Teenager in Love’ by 
Marty Wilde, and we heard more stories of Dave’s career to 
date. 

Lyn thanked Dave for his time, as he had filled in at very 
short notice because the scheduled speaker was unable to 
attend. 

Our next meeting is the A.G.M on June 6th, which will be 
followed by a short craft session with Sue Williams.  There 
will be an outing on 1st July to Slimbridge Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust.  If anyone would like more information or 
would like to join the trip to Slimbridge please contact our 
secretary Margaret on 01749 675415. Weather permitting we 
will be meeting for afternoon tea on 5th August, in Lyn’s 
garden.  We recommence our meetings on Tuesday 5th 
September. 

Lyn Astle  
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SLIMBRIDGE WETLAND CENTRE 

 A DAY TRIP IS BEING ORGANISED BY WOOKEY HOLE 
LADIES’ CLUB ON SATURDAY 1st JULY 

LEAVING WOOKEY HOLE CAVES CAR PARK AT  9 A.M., 
RETURNING AROUND 5 P.M.  

(we have permission to park in the car park) 

COST - OVER 65 :  £21.30   COST - UNDER 65 :  £23.62 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US, CONTACT SECRETARY 
01749 675415  



Over the Hills and Far Away 2017 

This year’s walk will be on Saturday 17th June, starting from 
the National Trust car park at Stourhead.  National Trust 
members with a car sticker can park for free, otherwise there 
is an all day charge of £3. 

We will be starting the walk at 10.30am prompt from outside 
the shop/cafe courtyard. The route is just under 7 miles and 
will climb gradually to the western edge of the chalk 
downland of Salisbury Plain where there will be a short break 
on White Sheet Hill. Up here there are excellent views and 
we should almost certainly see and hear skylarks. Then on to 
Mere and its castle for a picnic lunch (bring your own 
refreshments). You may also see the resident goats that 
have the task of keeping the castle tidy. 

“Goats do roam” 

Then back to Stourhead which has a large café for further 
refreshment to complete your day. 

Sponsor forms and more details from David Green and Bill 
Oke. You can also sponsor our walkers online at :  

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/oth2017 

Annual Diocesan Choral Festival Service 
Saturday 24th June at 5.15pm in Wells Cathedral 

The Diocesan Choral Association produces an annual 
music book for the choirs which come from all corners of 
the Diocese. Originally it was confined to Anglican 
Churches, but more recently has been opened to any 
churches which are affiliated to the Association. The 
Cathedral Choir Master conducts the massed choirs. 

There is an afternoon rehearsal and it is always an 
occasion to meet old acquaintances from other areas. 
Recently we have had the pleasure of some of the 
Voluntary Choir joining us, which really boosts each part. 

It was the tradition for all St. Cuthbert’s Choir to attend – up 
to 40 at times – and the Cathedral Nave used to be full, 
with Congregation in the side aisles. Unfortunately 
numbers have dropped and we filled only about half the 
nave in 2016. 

We always welcome people to make a congregation and 
enjoy our singing together. Please come if you can. 

Rosemary Darby    

Oxfam Open Evening 
The volunteer members of the Mid Somerset Oxfam Group 
warmly invite you to join them at their Open Evening on 
Friday 9 June. We shall meet in the Old Court Room in the 
Town Hall, 6.30 for a 7 o’clock start. 
  
The Group’s Annual General Meeting will be brief and to the 
point, because the main reason for inviting you is to 
introduce you to our Guest Speaker. Richard Stedall is, like 
us, a volunteer, and he has recently visited Niger to see 
Oxfam at work, to understand how the money we raise is 
used on the ground. His talk will be illustrated. Back home he 
has made a little history by undertaking a journey from 
Land’s End to John o’ Groats using local buses only. It took 
him 16 days, and he raised an impressive £10,000 for Oxfam 
funds. His talk is going to be inspiring. 
  
MSOG is a very small Group – our active members only 
number seven – so it goes without saying that we shall be 
delighted to welcome you to this friendly and informal event. 
As an extra incentive, how about we give you a cup of tea? 
  
David Green, Chair 

Motoring holiday 

Lost Husband:  Where are we now? 
Wife: Halfway between Paris and Marseilles, dear. 
Husband:  Don’t get fancy on me. What country are we in? 
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 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 
Thursday 1st June (brought forward a week because of 
the election) 

7.30pm LION (PG) 
Five year old Saroo gets lost on a train which takes him 
thousands of miles across India, away from home and 
family. Saroo must learn to survive alone in Kolkata, before 
ultimately being adopted by an Australian couple. Twenty-
five years later, armed with only a handful of memories, his 
unwavering determination, and a revolutionary technology 
known as Google Earth, he 
sets out to find his lost 
family and finally return to 
his first home. 

 Starring Dev Patel and 
Nicole Kidman. 

Come and join us at 
Wookey Hole 
Community Hall at the 
bottom of School Hill

Doors open 30min before 
film.    Tickets on the door 
£6, under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Christ Yesterday, Today, and Forever  

Christ yesterday, today, forever; 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
He the Alpha and Omega; 
Source of life and life’s reward. 
  
Life He heals and life sustaining 
He embraces all in love: 
Lifts the world to highest heaven, 
Works in death His love to prove. 
  
Christ has Risen, Christ is with us, 
With us now in time and place:  
Blessing each and every moment 
With His peace and plenteous grace 

By Sam Doubtfire  

You are invited to a brunch 
Raising funds for Christian Aid 

Monday 26th June 
10am-1pm 

Seager Hall, Union Street 
Hosted by SS Joseph and 

Teresa’s Catholic Church 

Everyone welcome for drinks and breakfast rolls 

Volunteers needed 
Cuthbert’s Kitchen needs volunteers to serve refreshments 
following the 10.00 am Sunday service.   

If you can help, please speak to Margaret Lodge, who will 
shortly be producing a rota for the next six months 

RESEARCH INTO ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

Many of you reading this will have personal experience of 
seeing someone close to you suffering from dementia, and 
you may also know that my husband, John, died earlier this 
year from a form of this progressive and distressing 
disease.  

Alzheimer's Research UK is the UK's leading dementia 
research charity. They write “As research experts, we fund 
world-class pioneering scientists to find preventions, 
treatments and a cure for dementia. We encourage 
everyone to join us in supporting research and achieving a 
world free from dementia.”  

In memory of John, our son Michael is taking part in the 
Wye Valley Warrior Cycling event in August. He has to raise 
£450 in sponsorship money, all of which is donated to 
Alzheimer’s research. All donations are made online 
through the JustGiving website, and as Mike points out on 
his page “Your details are safe with JustGiving - they'll 
never sell them on or send unwanted emails. Once you 
donate, they'll send your money directly to the charity. So 
it's the most efficient way to donate - saving time and cutting 
costs for the charity.”  

So if you would like to help research into dementia please 
visit Mike’s page. This is the link:- http://www.justgiving.com/
Michael-Harris21 -  as they say “every little helps” towards 
finding a cure, and thank you. 

Ruth Harris 

New vicar’s prayer 

The new vicar was taking his first service, and determined 
to make a good impression.  The congregation sat 
spellbound throughout the eloquent sermon and the 
extended intercessions, which seemed to cover the whole 
category of human wants.  After the service one church 
member asked another in awe: “Don’t you think our new 
vicar prays well?  

“I most certainly do,” was the answer.  “Why that man asked 
the good Lord for things that our old vicar didn’t even know 
He had!” 
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From the Registers 2017 
Christian Baptisms 

 May    7th      Jenson John Goodchild 

     21st      Poppy Vant and Jasmine Vant 

Banns of Marriage 
Andrew Peter Boothroyd & Frances Margaret Lambert 

Mark Antony Steven Jenkins & Stephanie Anne Bircham 

Daniel Craig Davies & Jordan Louise Stead 

Andrew David Mace & Caitlin Iona Campbell 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
May   2nd Angela Eileen Thorne 

    26th   Lewis Charles Frances 

Sheila Jenkins 

A judgement of Solomon 

Solomon – a king who was wise 
Found favour within the Lord’s eyes.    

Yet a man quite so clever 

Ought really to never 

Have married that number of wives! 
 By Nigel Beeton 

Could you help run St Cuthbert’s  ‘Cards for 
Good Causes’ charity Christmas card shop?  

Cards for Good Causes sell national and local charity 
Christmas cards in their seasonal pop-up shop in St 
Cuthbert’s every year and this season need a new manager 
to oversee the shop. 

No previous retail experience is necessary, the role is part 
time and can be flexible hours, and could be shared by two 
people. Training is provided and a modest remuneration is 
paid at the end of the season. The shop will run from mid 
October to mid December. 

Anyone interested in the manager role or in helping as a 
volunteer should contact Frances Guy, Regional Organiser, 
for more information: 

frances.guy@cfgc.org.uk   01392 439599. 

Einstein Quiz 
The next quiz is on Friday 2nd. June in St. Thomas's Hall as 
usual at 7.30pm. Bring your own drinks etc. 

The Golden Box total stands at £100, can you afford not to 
be there ? 

To book a table—if you haven't already done so—please 
contact Michael Bailey on 01749 677201, or email:  

meajrb@aol.com 

Spread the love... 
The following is a sign that made me smile.  It also made 
me think of the message and what it means to us all.  
Jesus said to love one another as I have loved you (John 
13).  Let's face it, it certainly is hard to do, to love 
everyone.  I can love all of the people in Africa and 
respond to their need, because they are far away.   

But those of my Christian family and others who are near, 
I know them and 
they know me, and 
it takes a lot more 
effort to love them 
than some 
anonymous group of 
people on the other 
side of the world.  
We have all sorts of 
personal emotions 
and thoughts that 
stop us from taking 
this message to 
heart, but this 
message says leave 
it to God.  It is by 
our kindness to one 
another that others 
will see Christ in us. 

 Sheila Linegar 

Prospecting for the Lord 

On a sunny Sunday afternoon, two young church members 
were going door to door to invite people to visit their church. 
When they knocked on one door, it was immediately clear 
the woman who answered was not happy to see them. 
She slammed the door in their faces, but to her surprise, it 
bounced back open.  
Convinced these young people were sticking their foot in 
her door, she reared back to give it a slam that would teach 
them a lesson. Just then, one of them said quietly: "Madam, 
before you do that again, you really need to move your cat.” 

Wishing for the moon? 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could put ourselves in the dryer 
for ten minutes? Come out wrinkle-free and three sizes 
smaller! 
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On a very English sort of 
family… Throckmarsh 
Hall revisited 
 
Readers of the St. James the Least 
letters have asked to know a little 
about the family history of the 
characters involved; it is a little 
unusual… 
 
Many decades ago, Admiral Horatio and his wife the 
Honourable Mrs Chalfont-Morgan lived at Throckmarsh 
Hall, Gloucestershire. There they had two children, 
Eustace and Penelope. 
 
Eustace followed a traditional path: public school, then 
Oxford. He was something of a disappointment to his 
father as careers in the armed forces, law or finance were 
clearly not appropriate to his temperament. Having sung in 
the school chapel choir and later been an occasional 
church attender, ordination into the Church of England 
seemed the only choice. 
 
Eustace served his curacy in one of the more fashionable 
churches in central London, before becoming chaplain to 
the bishop of one of our ancient dioceses in southern 
England. His machiavellian talents made the life of the 
bishop so much easier that by way of reward, Eustace was 
comfortably settled into one of the pleasanter parishes in 
the Cotswolds, where he remained for the next 40 years. 
His eventual sudden death, the result of an apoplectic 
seizure, would happen when he read in “The Times” one 
morning over breakfast that one of his former curates had 
been appointed a bishop.  But that is fortunately still some 
years off. 
 
Penelope’s life was rather different. She was recalled from 
finishing school in Switzerland to become companion to 
her mother, on the death of her father while at sea. One 
day, while running errands in the local market town, she 
met Jack Crump, a second-hand car salesman from 
Liverpool. She eloped and they married. Within months, it 
was discovered that he was already married - to two other 
ladies.  Unfortunately by this time, Penelope was pregnant 
and later gave birth to her only child, Darren. 
One day many years later, Darren was cycling to his work 
at the local undertakers when he suddenly knew he was 
being called to ordination. After studying by 
correspondence course, he was ordained and served his 
curacy in an inner-city parish in the North West of England. 
 
His only living relation was his uncle Eustace, who felt a 
duty to keep an eye on his innocent nephew. The two were 
less chalk and cheese, more Chateau d’Yquem and 
draught bitter. Uncle Eustace, with resigned determination, 
sent his young nephew a series of monthly letters, advising 
him on all aspects of parish ministry. 
 
Darren later denied that it was these letters that eventually 
drove him to minister to natives in the remote forests of 
Brazil, far from any postman… 
  
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness  

St RICHARD of 
CHICHESTER 

St Richard of Chichester, who lived from 1197 to 1253, is 
patron saint of the English county of Sussex.  

In 1244 Richard was elected Bishop of Chichester but King 
Henry III wanted someone else as bishop and he ordered 
that no one should feed or house Richard. So Richard lived 
with a friend who was a parish priest and visited his entire 
diocese on foot for two years until the king relented. 

Richard is widely remembered today for the prayer he is 
supposed to have said as he was dying. The prayer was 
adapted for the song ‘Day by Day’ in the musical Godspell 
and it is in this form that most people know it today: 

Day by day, 
Dear Lord, of thee 
three things I pray: 

To see thee more clearly, 
Love thee more dearly, 

Follow thee more nearly, 
Day by Day. 

  

SOUNDS STRANGE 

There are still quite a few people called Richard today but 
some saints’ names sound very strange to our modern 
ears - how many of these names are saint’s names and 
how many of them are something else all together? 
Answers at the bottom of the page. 

1. Wenceslas  
2. Mesrop 
3. Blaise 
4. Porphyry 
5. Waudru 
6. Methodius 
7. Attracta   
8. Sebbi  
9. Fiacre 
10. Budoc 

What do you call a man with a map on his head? 

Miles. 

What do you call a woman with a tortoise on her head? 

Shelley.  

What do you call a man checking your homework? 

Mark. 

What do you call a Vicar on a moped? 
Rev.

Answer: all of them are saints listed in 
the Penguin Dictionary of Saints – 

honestly.



“Thy Kingdom Come” 
The national ecumenical prayer initiative Thy Kingdom Come 
which started on Ascension Day will culminate on Sunday 
4th June with a Prayer Fayre at the Cathedral with 15 varied 
prayer stations in the nave between 2.30 and 4.30 pm, 
followed by a Pentecost Prayer Service at 5.00 pm. 
Refreshments will be available before the service.  

Other churches in Wells are holding prayer walks during the 
10 days leading up to Pentecost starting from the Methodist 
Church on Wednesday 31st May at 10 am, Friday 2nd June 
at 7 pm and Saturday 3rd June at 2 pm. 

Your Church      needs you!  

We need someone to help with health and Safety 
matters in St Cuthbert's. 

Someone who is willing to help with risk assessment.  
You do not have to wear a high viz jacket or hard hat!  
Just someone who is willing to help with the 
administration. 

Also we do need someone as a nominated First Aider, 
not necessarily qualified as yet but willing to step 
forward. 

Please speak to Church Warden, Antonia Gwynn, who 
will put you in the picture. 

The wicked 
A little boy had been very naughty and as a punishment his 
mother told him he would go without his favourite vegetable. 
He sat down for a meal, his mother served, carrots, corn, - - 
and?  "It's no use waiting," said his mother, "I told you, no 
peas for the wicked.” 

Lesson in Lying 
A minister told his congregation, "Next week I plan to preach 
about the sin of lying. To help you understand my sermon, I 
want you all to read Mark 17.” 

The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, 
the minister asked for a show of hands. He wanted to know 
how many had read Mark 17. Every hand went up. The 
minister smiled and said, "Mark has only 16 chapters. I will 
now proceed with my sermon on the sin of lying.” 

*  *  *  *  * 

If your supermarket is lowering prices every day, how 
come nothing is free yet? 
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DIARY FOR  JUNE 2017 

Thursday              1     9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel  
     11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith Chapel 
                                      6.00 pm  Wedding rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
Saturday 3    12 noon  Wedding of Richard Bevan and Katrina Houlden at St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 4 Pentecost 
  8.00 am  1662  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert followed by Fairtrade Stall 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
  2.30-4.30 pm  Prayer Fayre in the Cathedral   
  3.00 pm  Evensong at St Cuthbert’s 
     
Wednesday 7   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 8    11.00 am  Holy Communion  at Bubwith Chapel 
  
Sunday 11 Trinity Sunday 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert followed by Amazing Grace’ -  
    Concert sung by Usai Aani, a choir from Finland, at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Baptism of Dylan Harding at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
  6.30 pm  Evensong at Wookey Hole 
     
Monday              12     9.45 pm    Hymn Group meet in the Trinity Chapel 
Wednesday 14   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                        11am-3.30 pm  WI ‘Come and Sing’ at St Cuthbert  
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday           15     9.30 am   Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel  
     11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith Chapel 
Saturday 17   Somerset School’s Dance Festival 
  
Sunday 18 First Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Matins at Wookey Hole 
  3.00 pm  Exeter Recorder Orchestra Concert at St Cuthbert 
  6.30 pm  Centenary Songs of Praise at Wells United Church  
   
Tuesday 20    7.00 pm    Ladies’  Group Garden Meeting 
Wednesday        21     10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                                      12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday           22   11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith Chapel 
  7.30-9.00 pm  Choral Festival rehearsal at St Cuthbert  
   
Sunday 25 Second Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
   
Monday    26    10 am—1 pm  Christian Aid Brunch in Seager Hall 
Wednesday       28   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday           29   11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith Chapel 
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

