
    

The Ascension 
of Jesus

Dear Friends
by Revd Sue Rose

What an exciting month we have ahead of us, with Sam 
and his family moving into the benefice and the beginning 
of his ministry among us. There was a real sense of 
anticipation at the Annual meeting that we had come 
through the vacancy period and can now look to the future 
with hope. 

Hope is a much needed commodity as we face a further 
General Election, following hard on the heel of triggering 
of Brexit and the uncertainty of what that will mean for 
each of us, quite apart from the on-going conflict in Syria 
and the famine in the Horn of Africa – there is more than 
enough on the news to make us all worry about the future. 
It can all seem a bit dismal and we can feel tossed about 
by the winds of fortune, unable to take control of our lives 
or our future. 

We were talking at the office about the winds of change 
and how they can make us feel uneasy and yet we were 
reminded that hope is the great clarion call of this season 
- hope in the coming of Spring with its promise of plenty in 
the blossom on the trees and the richness of the colours 
around us, hope in the gifts and qualities of those we work 
and worship with and all they offer into our fragile world, 
hope in the coming of Sam and the ministry he will 
encourage us all in, and of course behind it all the hope 
we find in the resurrection of Christ: his promise to be with 
us always and everywhere. 

So if you are tempted to worry or feel out of control, take 
comfort from God’s promise in Christ: that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Or as 
Julian of Norwich put it: ‘all shall be well, and all manner 
of things shall be well.’    

Sue Rose 

1st May: James the Less – quiet son 
of Alphaeus  

One thing for sure:  the apostles were not self-obsessed.  
In fact, many a church historian has wished that they had 
left us just a few more personal details about themselves 
in the New Testament.  James the Less is an excellent 
example.   

This is the name we give to James the son of Alphaeus, 
but – beyond that, who was he?   Sometimes he is 
identified as the James whose mother stood by Christ on 
the cross.  Sometimes he is thought to be the James who 
was ‘brother of the Lord’.  Sometimes he is thought to be 
the James who saw the risen Christ.  He has also, and 
often, been called the first bishop of Jerusalem. And 
finally, sometimes James the Less has been thought of 
as the author of the Epistle of James.   

But – who knows?  If none of these identifications is 
correct, we know practically nothing about James the
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Less.  So perhaps on this day we can simply recall ‘all’ of 
the James’ above, and thank God for the mother who 
stood by the cross, the brother that supported Jesus, the 
apostle who saw his risen Lord and gave his life to 
proclaiming the truth, the first bishop of Jerusalem, and the 
author of the marvellous Epistle of James.   Whether it was 
one James or several, they were all faithful to Jesus and 
proclaimed Him as the Messiah.  So perhaps that should 
make them James the More! 

James the Less has been given an unusual iconographic 
emblem: a fuller’s club.  Tradition has it that he was beaten 
to death with one, after being sentenced by the Sanhedrin 
in AD62.   In England there are only 26 churches which are 
dedicated to James the Less.   

Mayday 
An old May carol includes the lines:  

The life of man is but a span,  

it flourishes like a flower 
We are here today, and gone tomorrow -  

we are dead within an hour. 
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and 
tune, as there is about all purely sensuous joy.  For May 
Day is not Easter, and the joys it represents have always 
been earth-bound and fleeting. 

Traidcraft stalls in May and June 
As there is no service at St Cuthbert's on 14th May there 
will be a Traidcraft Stall after the main service on 7th May. I 
will be away on 11th June so if anyone can help David 
Green with the Stall then please contact me on 01749 
671307 or maryemartin39@gmail.com. 
  
Thanks, Mary Martin 

From Sue Anderson,  PA to the 
Archdeacon of Wells 

The Revd Canon Anne Gell will be installed as our new 
Archdeacon of Wells in a service at Wells Cathedral on 
Saturday 20 May at 3pm.  This is an unticketed event and 
all are welcome to attend!   Archdeacon Anne is looking 
forward to meeting as many people as possible over 
refreshments following the service. 

 If you are intending to go to this event plus put your name 
on the list at the back of church, this will help with catering 
numbers. 

Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

CTWA Dates for May 2017 
Sunday 14th May: 6.30pm, Christian Aid service at Ss 
Joseph & Teresa’s 
Sunday 21st May: 6.30pm service, followed by the AGM, at 
St Matthew’s Wookey 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Springtime is here, and our thoughts must turn to the 
garden - so it was nice to welcome Caroline Cockman, who 
worked for Royal Mail for 26 years; she saw redundancy on 
the horizon, and decided to study horticulture and garden 
design. 

Caroline gave us lots of tips about growing plants and 
vegetables in containers, and the best compost to use.. 
Happy gardening! 

The next meeting is on May 16th—see you then. 

Maureen 

Mothers’ Union 

At our next Deanery’s Mothers’ Union meeting in June we 
will be joining in with the monthly Cathedral Prayers on 15th 
June at 11.30am in the Bishop’s Palace Chapel. We will 
then have lunch together in Wells. Do come along and join 
us – you are welcome even if you are not a Mothers’ Union 
member! 

Lynn Rendell    Tel:01749 671456
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


Letter from Bishop Ruth 

Thank you for your parish share contributions 

This month I want to say a huge “THANK YOU!” to you all. 
In 2016, for the first time since 2009, the parishes in the 
Dioceses collectively contributed over 99% of the Parish 
Share requested for the Common Fund. All but 21 parishes 
made their full financial contribution. We know that for most 
parishes the Parish Share is the largest amount in your 
budget. You have made great efforts. Thank you so very 
much! 

There will always be a few parishes each year that have 
particular financial issues which mean you can’t quite make 
the full amount and I want to say “thank you” to you too. 
Thank you for doing your best and thank you for working 
with our central staff in finance and stewardship as they 
seek to help your parish rise to the challenge. 

Parish Share is essential to the mission of the Church in the 
diocese, without it our parochial clergy could not be 
supported. The Common Fund is the diocese’s largest 
single income stream.  Through Parish Share, each church 
is given the opportunity of contributing towards the financial 
cost of ministry in the entire diocese. Larger and wealthier 
parishes are asked to make greater contributions so 
stipendiary ministry can be provided to less wealthy areas 
that otherwise might not have been able to afford it. 

As Paul wrote…  

“Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you 
are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the 
present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that 
in turn their plenty will supply what you need.” (2 
Corinthians 8: 13-14a NIV) 

So, “Thank you!” for your commitment and generosity in this 
past year.  It is a wonderful response to the generous love 
of God for us which is demonstrated so amazingly in the 
Easter story. 

Rt Revd Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton  

Wookey Hole Churchwardens’ Letter 
 At the APCM on March 23rd David told us that we have 
been granted a faculty giving permission to develop the 
church gardens into a community garden.(See the plans at 
the back of the church).  

There is a tidying up onslaught planned for April 30th in 
preparation for a picnic in the church grounds on May 14th 
(details on page 20). That Sunday is the occasion of the first 
service in St Mary Magdalene to be taken by our new vicar, 
the Revd Sam Denyer. Everyone is welcome at the service 
at 11o'clock or join us at 12.30 to meet Sam and the family, 
and bring a picnic and a rug. See you there!  

Elizabeth 

Summer 
It was one of those perfect summer days—the sun was 
shining, a breeze was blowing, the birds were singing and 
the lawnmower was broken…  James Dent  

 Wookey Hole WI, April 2017 meeting  
President Jill D welcomed everyone including our new 
member Pat and our speaker Jane Williams. Six of us had 
attended the recent WI Roadshows and we were able to 
deliver the beanie hats, green hearts  
and thirty hand puppets that our members had made. The 
puppets help troubled children to express their feelings. 
More hats and puppets arrived this month and our busy 
knitters were thanked. Our well attended 70th Birthday 
lunch was celebrated at Cheddar Garden Centre and was 
followed by lots of retail therapy! Below are Wookey Hole 
WI ladies with Margaret Lodge and some of the 30 puppets 
that she made:  

Jane, who is an historian, then spoke to us about 'The 
Strange Story of Teeth'. 13,000 years ago we wore 
them down gnawing on bones but by 9,000 years ago some 
teeth were drilled and filled with beeswax.The Romans 
devised a gold crown and band to hold false teeth and the 
Japanese were the first to make dentures. However she 
told us the most bizarre stories. A frog tied to the jaw or a 
scratch to the tooth from the tooth of someone who died 
violently might cure the pain. The Tudors and the Vikings 
also had some strange ideas. False teeth could be made 
from animals teeth, bone, wood, pebbles, ivory, silver, gold, 
mother of pearl, porcelain or better still obtained from dead 
bodies. Battles provided a good supply e.g. Waterloo 
Teeth. The agony ended for some when in 1840 laughing 
gas was used. 

 Lesley R thanked Jane for her fascinating talk. As we are 
planning a cream tea at New Manor Farm shortly we felt 
relieved that we will be able to eat it without suffering as our 
ancestors did ! 

 Our Competition was for a picture of a smile: 1st Jill, 2nd 
Jan, 3rd Anne; Flower of the month: 1st Sue B, 2nd Maggie, 
3rd Jill.  

Jill Deane 

SLIMBRIDGE WETLAND CENTRE 

A DAY TRIP IS BEING ORGANISED BY WOOKEY HOLE 
LADIES CLUB ON SATURDAY 1st JULY 

LEAVING WOOKEY HOLE CAVES CAR PARK AT  9 A.M.  
RETURNING AROUND 5 P.M. 

(we have permission to park in the car park) 

COST - OVER 65 :  £21.30  | COST- UNDER 65 :  £23.62 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US, CONTACT THE 
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Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 

Bett Cloutman was our speaker at the April meeting.  Bett 
has trained as a Medical Herbalist and has a wealth of 
knowledge of the flowers and plants that can be used to treat 
various ailments. One note of caution is that you do need to 
know how to prepare and use  the plants safely.  

We saw lovely slides of some of the lanes around Wookey 
Hole, and other areas of Somerset, where  the flowers and 
leaves that can be used throughout the four seasons will be 
found.   

Examples of plants that we see in the Spring are Hedge 
Garlic, which can be used in salads, Wall Pennywort which 
when prepared is used for ear problems.  Elderflower  is 
used to make cordials and wines.  In the  Summer  Dog 
Roses make Rose Water, Pot Pourri which is uplifting, and 
Wound Wort which aids healing,  St Johns Wort  helps to 
sooth anxiety.  In the Autumn there are Elderberries which 
can help boost the immune system, aid  heart health and 
vision.  Also Rosehips which contain Vit.C .In the Winter  
months  Hawthorn can be made into a tincture which helps 
with  reducing Blood Pressure. 

As well as beginning to understand how these plants and 
flowers are used, it was nice to be able to put names to these 
wild flowers that we commonly see throughout the  seasons. 

 After questions Lyn proposed a vote of thanks. 

Our next meeting is on 2nd May when the speaker will be a St 
John Ambulance First Responder.If anyone would like to join 
us you will be very welcome and for more information please 
contact Margaret on 01749- 675415 

St Mary Magdalene - Meditations 

The church is open daily for all to use for quiet and private 
contemplation, but on Mondays 10.00 to 10.30am and again 
at 11.30am on Fridays, there will be Silent Meditation for 
people of all faiths or none. Do come and benefit from the 
quiet, sacred space of our lovely village church and share 
silent companionship there. 

 Advance notice of 'Amazing Grace'          
A concert from Finland with traditional Finnish Songs and 
spiritual songs from all over the world, sung by 'Usai Aani' a 
choir from Oulunsalo. 

Come and listen to them on Sunday 11th June (details next 
month). Donations appreciated at the door.  

Nine 
I was meeting a friend in a restaurant and as I went in, I 
noticed two pretty girls looking carefully at me.  ‘Nine,’ I heard 
one whisper as I passed.  Feeling pleased with myself, I 
swaggered over to my buddy and told him a girl had just 
rated me a nine out of ten.  ‘I don't want to ruin it for you,’ he 
said, ‘but when I walked in, they were speaking German.’ 

Life is so ironic: 
It takes sadness to know happiness, noise to appreciate 
silence, and absence to value presence. 

Robes 
Seen in a pew-sheet:  Eight new choir robes are currently 
needed, due to the addition of several new members, and to 
the deterioration of some older ones. 

First things first 
A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson on 
the Atonement.  ‘So, can anyone tell me what you must do 
before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?” 

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the 
room, a small boy put up his hand.  ‘Sin?’ he said. 
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Cuthbert’s Coots ’n’ Curlews 

On 5 April four of us went to one of our usual bird-watching 
spots, Chew Valley lake. The waterside was unusually quiet, 
only a dozen or so mallards approaching us for food. A few 
other ducks and water birds showed clearly in the brilliant 
sunshine. Then we drove round to the café for our half-past-
tenses. 

A walk along the water’s edge – the Bittern Trail – produced 
no bitterns, but a wealth of woodland and reed birds. We 
recorded 31 species in all. Just for the record, here they are: 

blackbird; blackcap; black-headed gull; blue tit; Canada 
goose; carrion crow; Cetti’s warbler; chaffinch; chiffchaff; 
coot; cormorant; dunnock; great crested grebe; greenfinch; 
jackdaw; lesser black-backed gull; magpie; mallard; 
moorhen; mute swan; nuthatch; pheasant; pied wagtail; 
pochard; reed bunting; robin; sedge warbler; song thrush; 
tufted duck; woodpigeon; wren. 

At our usual 10p per species seen or heard, that means 
£12.40 goes to Church funds. 

I’ve been organizing these walks for ten years now, and it’s 
time for me to call it a day. Thanks to everyone on the CCC 
list who has helped to make the trips enjoyable. Over the 
years some 40 people have been involved. I hope they have 
all learned something about the birds that daily delight us – 
certainly I have. 

David Green 

Over the Hills and Far Away 2017 

This year’s walk will be on Saturday 17th June, starting from 
the National Trust car park at Stourhead.  National Trust 
members with a car sticker can park for free, otherwise there 
is an all day charge of £3. 

We will be starting the walk at 10.30am prompt from outside 
the shop/cafe courtyard. The route is just under 7 miles and 
will climb gradually to the western edge of the chalk 
downland of Salisbury Plain where there will be a short break 
on White Sheet Hill. Up here there are excellent views and 
we should almost certainly see and hear skylarks. Then on to 
Mere and its castle for a picnic lunch (bring your own 
refreshments). You may also see the resident goats that 
have the task of keeping the castle tidy. 

Then back to Stourhead which has a large café for further 
refreshment to complete your day. 

Sponsor forms and more details from David Green and Bill 
Oke.  

From the Registers 2017 
Christian Baptisms 

April 16th Nevaeh Elsie Harding 

Banns of Marriage 
Richard Charles Bevan & Katrina Lorraine Houlden 

Jake Knight & Anne Dampier 

James Christopher John Nicholls & Lisa Jane Mary Joan 
Davis (Wookey Hole) 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

April   3rd Daniel Townsend 

     6th       Ronald George 

   13th       Kerrin Gordon Peter Carter 

  24th  Joan Shepard 

   25th       Nicola Claire Butterell 

   28th       Agnes Blane 
Sheila Jenkins 

  

A SIGN IN A SHOE REPAIR STORE IN VANCOUVER READ: 

We will heel you 
We will save your sole 
We will even dye for you. 

With summer marriages in mind.... 

One plus one equals one may not be an accurate 
mathematical concept, but it is an accurate description of 
God’s intention for the marriage relationship.  Wayne Mack. 
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 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 
Thursday 13th May 

7.30pm PATERSON (PG)  Comedy Drama 
Paterson (Adam Driver) is a hardworking bus driver in 
Paterson, New Jersey, who follows the same routine every 
day. He observes the city, listens to fragments of 
conversations while picking up and dropping off his 
passengers, and writes poetry. 

“I can’t remember when I last saw a movie whose adult 
characters had so much simple, unassuming goodness, 
goodness that breaks everything in the modern culture 
rulebook by going unironised and unpunished.” Peter 
Bradshaw—the Guardian 

Thursday 1st June (brought forward a week because of 
the election) 

7.30pm LION (PG) 
A five year old Indian boy gets lost on the streets of 
Calcutta, thousands of miles from his village home. Starring 
Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at the bottom of School Hill

Doors open 30min before film.    Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Seize the day 

Today is the oldest you’ve ever been, yet the youngest you’ll 
ever be, so enjoy this day while it lasts. 

Church music 

The vicar wrote in his parish magazine:  We have been most 
fortunate this year with our choirmaster and organist.   Both 
have been given appointments that will take them from us. 

Sedative 

The church pew-sheet reported:   

Barbara remains in the hospital and welcomes your visits.  
She is also having trouble sleeping, and requests a CD of 
the minister’s sermons.  

Christian Aid Lent Lunches 

The total amount raised over the five weeks was £1152.60  
- a little bit down on last year.  But the lunch organised by St 
Cuthbert's was really successful, raising £275.75 which is 
£40 more than the last year; and it was the most profitable 
week!  Many thanks to all who came to the lunches and, 
especially, to the band of volunteers who worked so hard to 
make our lunch successful.  What a team! 

Annual Diocesan Choral Festival Service 
Saturday 24th June at 5.30pm in Wells Cathedral 

The Diocesan Choral Association produces an annual 
music book for the choirs which come from all corners of the 
Diocese. 

Originally it was confined to Anglican Churches, but more 
recently has been opened to any churches which are 
affiliated to the Association. The Cathedral Choir Master 
conducts the massed choirs. 

There is an afternoon rehearsal and it is always an occasion 
to meet old acquaintances from other areas. Recently we 
have had the pleasure of some of the Voluntary Choir 
joining us, which really boosts each part. 

It was the tradition for all St. Cuthbert’s Choir to attend – up 
to 40 at times – and the Cathedral Nave used to be full, with 
Congregation in the side aisles. 

Unfortunately numbers have dropped and we filled only 
about half the nave in 2016. 

We always welcome people to make a congregation and 
enjoy our singing together. Please come if you can. 

Rosemary Darby   671456
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Athanasius  – the theologian who gave us the 
Nicene Creed 

This is the name behind the Athanasian Creed.  Athanasius 
(296-373) was born into a prosperous family in Alexandria in 
Egypt, studied in the Christian school there and entered the 
ministry. He was twenty-nine years old when he 
accompanied Alexander, the bishop of Alexandria, to the 
Church’s first ecumenical Council, at Nicaea in 325.   

Although Athanasius could not take part in the Council’s 
debates because he was a deacon and not a bishop, 
Alexander consulted him on the meaning of biblical texts 
and theological distinctions. With Emperor Constantine 
sitting as President, three hundred bishops argued about 
the Person of Christ.  How is He the Son of God? Is He God 
or man or both together?  Did He exist before He was born? 
If we worship Him does that mean we are worshipping two 
Gods?   

The young Athanasius saw that some bishops wanted to 
impose the teaching of Arius on the Church.  Arius was a 
popular preacher in Alexandria who taught that Christ was 
not eternal but was a ‘Saviour’ created by the Father.  
Athanasius worked with his bishop, Alexander, in framing 
what became known as the Nicene Creed.  Our Lord’s full 
divinity was safeguarded in the words, ‘eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one substance with the 
Father.’ 

When Bishop Alexander died in 328, Athanasius succeeded 
him as Bishop by popular demand.  For the next 45 years 
Athanasius’ devotion, scholarship, and forceful leadership 
established the Nicene Creed in the Christian Church.  His 
enemies, both in Church and state, conspired against him, 
and he was exiled five times from the See of Alexandria and 
spent a total of 17 years in flight and hiding.  It was his 
uncompromising stand for Nicene theology that gave rise to 
the familiar saying, Athanasius contra mundum, ‘Athanasius 
against the world.’  

Athanasius’ name will always be linked with the triumph of 
New Testament Christology over every form of reductionism.  
Of his many writings the most significant was his great study 
on the person and work of Christ; ‘On the Incarnation of the 
Word of God’, written before he was 30 years old.  The 
whole Church of Christ is always in need of bishops, leaders 
and theologians in the mould of Athanasius. 

*  *  *  *  * 

All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that 
ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all 
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected 
the life of mankind on this earth as powerfully as has that 
one solitary life.  Anon 

When Jesus came to earth He did not cease to be God; 
when He returned to heaven He did not cease to be man.  
Anon 

Julian of Norwich – a voice from a distant cell  
Many years ago, studying English literature at university, I 
was intrigued to be introduced to the work of Julian of 
Norwich. She was writing at the end of the fourteenth 
century, when our modern English language was slowly 
emerging from its origins in Anglo-Saxon and Middle 
English.  

Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in 
the history of the language (she was the first woman, and 
the first significant writer, to write in English). But I was more 
intrigued by the ideas she was expressing. She was an 
anchoress – someone who had committed herself to a life of 
solitude, giving herself to prayer and fasting. St Julian’s, 
Norwich was the church where she had her ‘cell’.  

Her masterpiece, Revelations of Divine Love, reveals a 
mystic of such depth and insight that today up and down 
Britain there are hundreds, possibly thousands, of ‘Julian 
Groups’ who meet regularly to study her writings and try to 
put them into practice. 

She is honoured this month (8th) in the Lutheran and 
Anglican Churches, but although she is held in high regard 
by many Roman Catholics, her own Church has never felt 
able to recognise her as a ‘saint’. This is probably because 
– over 600 years ago! – she spoke of God as embracing 
both male and female qualities. Revelations is an account of 
the visions she received in her tiny room, which thousands 
of pilgrims visit every year.  

Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his 
poems, is ‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 
manner of thing shall be well’ – words that have brought 
comfort and strength to many a soul in distress. 

by Canon David Winter 
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7 On the hazards of 
baptisms 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Your new thermostatically controlled, underwater 
illuminated baptismal tank with wave simulation, for total 
immersions, sounds rather intimidating.  I am slightly 
surprised you don’t have computer-generated doves flying 
overhead, in order to add that final touch of authenticity. I 
would imagine that to perform baptisms in your tank, you 
need a degree in electrical engineering as much as one in 
theology. 

I do, however, agree with your Vicar’s decision to stop the 
practice of you performing these rituals in the river Mersey. 
It is one thing for your newly baptised to emerge from the 
waters filled with the Holy Spirit, and quite another to 
emerge filled with typhoid.  Better to give them a baptismal 
certificate, rather than a free ride to the hospital for a 
stomach pump. The river Jordan may have been all very 
well for John the Baptist, but I expect that even he would 
hesitate at the river Mersey.  

Had I baptised dear Miss Pemberton in the Mersey last 
month – at 93 years, taking the decision a little late in life (I 
did not attempt to hold her in one arm) – being a lady of 
such proportions, I suspect she would have constituted a 
shipping hazard. 

I appreciate your suggestion that such procedures would 
look charming on the banks of our local Cotswold stream, 
but irrespective of our differing theologies, I would not want 
to be seen by parishioners in my bathing costume. Such 
apparel may be all very well when I am on holiday 
somewhere where I am totally unknown, but it hardly 
seems fitting for an honorary Canon in his parish.  

I do concede that baptisms in medieval fonts can have 
their own particular problems. The plug in our own has 
never fitted properly, and so after filling it, I know I have 
precisely 16 minutes and 45 seconds to come to the actual 
baptism, otherwise the water has disappeared entirely. As I 
have discovered over the years, it is impossible to look 
dignified disappearing into the vestry half way through the 
Service in order to fetch a second bucket. For baptisms in 
winter, the presentation from Admiral Barnaby of the small 
silver hammer has been a great help in order to break the 
ice that slowly forms across the surface as the service 
proceeds. 

In future, as you and your own candidates luxuriate in this 
heated baptismal spa, do spare a thought for those of us 
who maintain the true faith. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

St DUNSTAN 

Dunstan (909 - 988) was the 
m o s t p o p u l a r s a i n t i n 
England for nearly two 

centuries, being famous for many stories about defeating 
the devil. 

A story tells how as a monk Dunstan nailed a horseshoe to 
the Devil's hoof when he was asked to re-shoe the Devil's 
horse. This caused such pain, and Dunstan only agreed to 
remove the shoe and release the Devil after he promised 
never to enter a place where a horseshoe is over the door. 

They say that is why people still hang horse shoes over 
doorways. 

St Dunstan is the patron saint of blacksmiths and bell 
ringers as well as goldsmiths and silversmiths. His Feast 
Day is 19 May, which is why the date year on the hallmarks 
on gold and silver runs from 19 to 18 May, not the calendar 
year.  

NOT JUST ON YOUR FEET…. 

The answers to these are all something you could wear on 
your feet, but the word also means… 

1. A sure-footed pack animal 
2. A thin sharp knife 
3. A wobbly dessert 
4. A poisonous snake 
5. Isn’t safe on ice 
6. A gymnastic move 
7. Equipment used to move water 
8. An Irish accent 
9. Part of a car used for storage 
10. A sports coach 

  

What do you call a shoe that looks like a banana?  

A slipper. 

Who always goes to bed with his shoes on?  

A horse. 

Answers: 1  Mule, 2  Stiletto, 3  Jelly, 
 4 Moccasin, 5 Slipper, 6 Flip-flop  

7 Pump, 8 Brogue, 9 Boot, 10 Trainer



DIARY FOR  APRIL 2017 

Wednesday 3   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
   12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 4     9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel   
     11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
  7.30 pm  Rehearsal for Licensing at St Cuthbert 
Saturday 6     2.30 pm  Institution and Induction of Revd. Samuel Denyer at St Cuthbert. 
  
Sunday 7  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8.00 am  1662  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert   
  10.00 am  Joint Holy Communion with St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole at 
    St Cuthbert, followed by Fairtrade Stall 
  12 noon  Baptism at St Cuthbert 
   
Wednesday       10                  10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 11   11.00 am  Holy Communion  at Bubwith House 
Saturday 13     2.00 pm  Concert Rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
      7.30 pm  Somerset Singers’ Concert at St Cuthbert 
   
Sunday 14  Fifth Sunday of Easter  
  10.00 am  No communion  at St Cuthbert    
  11.00 am  Joint Holy Communion at St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 
   
Tuesday  16     7.00 pm  Ladies’ Group at the Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday 17   10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)  
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
    Civic Society Tour  
Thursday            18     9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel   
     11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
  
Sunday 21  Sixth  Sunday of Easter 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
  12 noon  Baptism at St Cuthbert 
   
Wednesday        24   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 25  Ascension Day   
  11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
  11.00 am  Blessing at St Cuthbert 
  7.00 pm  Sung Eucharist at St Cuthbert 
Saturday            27   12.30 pm  Wedding of David Bailey and Jessica Shortland at St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 28  Sunday after Ascension 
  8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
  10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                                             12 noon   Baptism of Paisley Brooke Shoemark  at St Cuthbert 
  
Wednesday     31   10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

