
    

Nunc dimittis…

Thanks for a wonderful Christmas  
by Antonia Gwynn, Churchwarden

It seems a long time ago, I know, but I want to remind 
you of all the great things that happened at St 
Cuthbert’s around Christmas time. 

The Nativity Crib Festival was a roaring success again, 
with lots of visitors, a warm atmosphere and a healthy 
contribution towards church funds.   

The Carols and Cakes event on Sunday 11th with the 
Wells Cathedral Song Squad and Swan Singers also 
proved a popular event, which obviously hit the spot 
with people who enjoy singing carols but don’t really 
want the formality of a Carol Service. And the cakes 
were good! 

Sue Rose planned a most enjoyable Carol Service with 
the traditional format perked up with some unusual 
readings.  There was a good choice of carols and the 
choir sang well, with great accompaniment and 
direction from Peter.  Refreshments afterwards were 
brilliant. 

On Christmas Eve, the Crib Service was, I think, a 
slightly whacky but satisfying blend of prayerfulness 
and panto!  A good number of children took part and 
good fun was had all round.  Later that night, Bishop 
Ruth led Midnight Mass beautifully and, once again, we 
enjoyed the fabulous singing of the choir which Peter 
organised, and the organ playing of David Bednall.  
Incense and Mozart – what better way to celebrate that 
special night. 

Sue was on duty again on Christmas morning for a 
service which was celebratory and calm at the same 
time. 

It was a very special time which brought us all 
together, and welcomed new people into the church.  
So many people contributed to making our Christmas 
such a success and we owe a big thank you to them 
all.  

Antonia 

A PRAYER FOR THE VACANCY 
God our Father, you love us and have called us to be 
your body in this place. 

At this time of change please send your Holy Spirit to 
fill us with vision, energy and faithfulness in prayer, 
that we may do your will and bring new life to our 
communities. 

Guide our newly appointed Vicar with your heavenly 
wisdom. 

May he be a wise and gentle shepherd who will work 
with us to fulfil your purpose for the church in our 
parishes in obedience to your Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen 
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



UPDATE ON THE VACANCY:  
APPOINTMENT OF NEW VICAR. 

Following the recent interviews and the recommendation of 
the PCC representatives and the Patron, we are pleased to 
announce that the Bishop has appointed the Reverend Sam 
Denyer (currently Rector of Winnersh in the Diocese of 
Oxford) to the post of Vicar of the Benefice of Wells St 
Cuthbert with St Mary Magdalene Wookey Hole. This 
appointment is subject to a satisfactory completion of the 
usual statutory checks made on all clergy taking up a new 
post. 

A Service of Welcome and Institution will be held on 
Saturday May 6th at 2.30pm in St Cuthbert’s church.  

Please hold Sam in your prayers as he prepares to begin a 
new ministry among us. We expect Sam, Paula and their 
children Beatrice, Gabriel, Magnus and Alfred to arrive in 
the benefice in the second half of April. 

Details of the Induction Service will be provided in a later 
edition. 

Graham Barrow and Antonia Gwynn, Churchwardens. 

Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

CTWA Dates for February 2017 
Wednesday 1st  7.30pm - CTWA Forum at the Denning 
Room, Wells United Church 
Sunday 19th (time TBA) United Service at the Connect 
Centre 
***Due to very few people attending CTWA Monthly Prayers, 
they have now been discontinued. 

Help needed with the Fair Trade Stall on 
12th February. 

The next Fair Trade Stall will be on 12th February, but I shall 
be away then. Therefore if anyone can help David Green 
with it after Church that day please contact me on 01749 
671307  or maryemartin39@gmail.com.  
Thanks  
Mary Martin. 
  

Thank you All 
Our family would like to thank you all for your condolences 
on John’s death. Your prayers, good wishes, lovely cards 
and the realisation that John was held in such esteem and 
affection has been such a comfort to us. 
Ruth 

Home Library Service 
Bringing library books to the doorstep – the Home Library 
Service is a free service run in partnership with the Royal 
Voluntary Service and Somerset’s Library Service. It is 
available to anyone who cannot easily get to the library, 
often those who are vulnerable or who may have disabilities 
or mobility needs. This is such a great service for people 
who love to read but can no longer get to the library. A 
volunteer will deliver and collect books which the person 
would like. 
 If you know someone who would benefit from this service, 
please contact Kirsty Jenssen, Service Manager for the 
Somerset Home Library Service on mobile 07920 250834 or 
by e-mail on  

kirsty.jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

Lynn Rendell 
01749 671456 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
It was nice to see so many members attend our AGM and, 
after Prayers and the Agenda, Sue Rose told us about her 
early years entering the Ministry.It must have been 
exhausting running a home, a family and studying. 

Jane Savery has kindly accepted the position of Chairlady; 
the Committee will remain the same, but if anyone would 
like to join them, please put your name forward. 

Many thanks to Pam for taking charge after Bid’s retirement.  

The next meeting will be our Annual Dinner at the Piano Bar 
on February 21st. 

Maureen 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:maryemartin39@gmail.com
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:maryemartin39@gmail.com


Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock 

At one time January and February were not part of the 
Calendar as the winter was regarded as being a ‘monthless 
period.’ Indeed it was not until about 700BC that Numa 
Pompilius added January and February to the Calendar. 
February was named after Februa, a festival of ritual 
purification. In Old English February was called Solmonath 
(mud month) or Kale-monath (named after cabbages). In 
Somerset we certainly know something about both mud and 
cabbages! 

But how strange to regard Winter as being ‘monthless’? It 
assumes nothing is happening. And that’s certainly not true. 
In our gardens we see snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils 
appearing. New life and new growth is evident everywhere. 
For farmers this is also a very busy period with early 
lambing often underway and with winter sown crops already 
well established.  

February is a time when we appreciate that the days are 
lengthening and for many of us ‘spring cleaning’, whatever 
that may mean, is often under way. In February Epiphany is 
well behind us and Lent almost upon us. Across the 
Diocese there is also much that is happening. Bishop Ruth 
and I are looking forward to six Community Conversations, 
the first two of which are in February. There will be two in 
each archdeaconry and these are occasions for us to meet 
people from right across the diocese.  Some will be people 
we know well, but we hope many will be people who we 
have not had the chance to meet before. The aim of each 
Conversation is to provide an opportunity for us to hear and 
to share some of the things that God is doing among us. We 
are called to be followers of Jesus, living and telling the 
story of his love.  All PCC secretaries and clergy have been 
given these dates, so do speak to one of them if you would 
like to come along.  We look forward to meeting you and 
hearing your stories. 

With warm greetings, 

  

+Peter Bath & Wells 

Bishop announces next Archdeacon of Wells 
The Right Reverend Peter Hancock, the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells is pleased to announce that the Revd Canon Anne 
Gell will be the next Archdeacon of Wells and Residentiary 
Canon of Wells Cathedral. She will replace the Very Revd 
Nicola Sullivan, who moved to become Dean of Southwell 
in September 2016. 

Anne is currently Vicar of St Peter’s Wrecclesham in the 
Diocese of Guildford, and Area Dean of Farnham. She will 
take up her appointment after Easter. 

Commenting on the appointment, Bishop Peter said: “It is 
with great joy that I announce Anne’s appointment. She is 
coming to the diocese at an exciting time and will bring 
warmth and enthusiasm, pastoral skills and prayerfulness to 
this post. Anne is a wise and experienced parish priest and 
Area Dean with a deep desire to support the flourishing of 
all God’s people. As the next Archdeacon of Wells she will 

be involved in helping benefices, schools and chaplaincies 
in living and sharing the good news of Jesus.” 

As well as having responsibility for the effective operation of 
the archdeaconry and its lay and ordained ministers, Anne 
will also take on the role of a Residentiary Canon at Wells 
Cathedral and will be a member of the Bishop’s Staff, who 
support the Bishop of Bath and Wells in leading the 

diocese. 

The Dean of Wells, the Very Revd Dr John Davies said: 
“The Chapter will be delighted to welcome Anne and her 
family into the life and ministry of the Cathedral at Wells. 
She brings with her a rich variety of experience, including 
knowledge of Cathedral ministry through her role as an 
Honorary Canon of Guildford Cathedral. It will be very good 
to welcome her after Easter.” 

Anne said: “I feel very privileged and deeply humbled to 
have been appointed as Archdeacon of Wells and 
Residentiary Canon of Wells Cathedral, and look forward to 
being able to serve, and to support and enable ministry, in 
both those roles. It is an exciting prospect to be joining 
Bishop Peter’s staff team and the Cathedral Chapter at a 
time of renewed energy and vision, and to be helping to 
encourage and resource the outworking of that vision in 
parishes, schools and chaplaincies. 

“I will, of course, be very sad to leave my current parish and 
colleagues and friends both there and in the wider Diocese 
of Guildford. But I’m very much looking forward to moving to 
Somerset and getting to know the people and parishes of 
the Wells archdeaconry and the Cathedral community.” 

The Right Reverend Andrew Watson, Bishop of Guildford 
said: “Anne will be greatly missed here in Guildford, where 
her warmth, wisdom and pastoral gifts have been hugely 
appreciated. She will make an outstanding Archdeacon of 
Wells, and we wish her and Simon God’s richest blessing 
as they move”. 

Before her ordination in 2001, Anne read Mathematics at 
the University of Oxford before training in Medicine at the 
Royal Free Hospital in London. She then worked as a 
doctor in London, Aylesbury and Guildford working towards 
a career in General Practice. Her vocation to ordained 
ministry emerged within a broader understanding of healing 
and wholeness and of God’s calling to a ministry supporting 
the growth and flourishing of individuals and communities. 
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Wookey Hole Church Wardens Letter 
St Mary Magdalene was the setting for a rather unusual and 
delightful wedding in mid December. The church was lit 
entirely by the Christmas tree and by candles and lanterns 
on every ledge. As it was early evening and quite dark 
outside the effect was magical. The guests assembled to a 
background of quiet Christmas music and were served 
warming hot chocolate on arrival. The church was full, the 
singing of familiar carols was enthusiastic and the bridal 
party left in a Hollywood snowstorm beyond the porch, 
skilfully provided by the special effects department. 

Our Christmas services, although not quite so dramatic, 
were well attended, swelled by visiting relations and 
returning offspring and celebrated in a beautifully decorated 
church, thanks to our very talented flower ladies. 

For the last three years we older villagers have enjoyed a 
monthly lunch in the Community Hall, an opportunity for a 
delicious home-cooked meal and a good chat. This was an 
initiative begun by Margaret Baddeley and contiued by Lyn 
Astle and their helpers, and much appreciated by all the 
regulars. We were particularly grateful for a wonderful 
traditional Christmas meal given as the committee's 
generous treat to us, which was a lovely way to start the 
festive season. 

Elizabeth 

Wookey Hole WI, January 2017 meeting  
President Jill Deane welcomed members and our speaker 
to the first meeting of the year. The winter viruses have 
taken their toll on our members, so we were fewer than 
usual to hear Paula Williams talk to us about ‘Selling my 
Grandmother’, a very intriguing title. Being, like all writers, 
very hooked on books, she was very interested to see the 
old books that members had entered into our competition, 
including an unusual tiny Finger Prayer Book brought by Jill.  

She explained that she doesn’t actually sell her family into 
slavery, but writes stories, mainly for women’s magazines, 
but also for Large Print books, and uses her family and 
friends as the source of many of her ideas. She said that in 
the last few years the stories wanted for magazines have 
moved on from straight romance to more complex 
relationships, so family stories work well.  

Although she has always written, including a childhood St 
George and the Dragon pageant for her brothers and sister 
to act out, her regular writing career has been going for 
about eight years. She sells her work to outlets all over the 
English speaking world, and also to Scandinavia. Her advice 
column on generating ideas for writing is a regular feature in 
a writer’s magazine, she finds she has no difficulty in finding 
ideas, in spite of short stories needing a large number.  

From a Somerset farming family, she has a rich store of 
memories and is particularly fond of writing stories based on 
her Father, one of which she read to us. She pointed out 
that some of the events were invented. She finds it 
interesting that she is particularly popular in Ireland, 
although her only Irish connection is an Irish American 
Grandfather she never knew. She thinks it must just be in 
the genes.  

Paula was thanked by Lesley R. for a very interesting talk. 

Rose Docherty 

A BIG THANK YOU 

To all the lovely people in Wookey Hole and beyond that 
have been so kind to me with visits in hospital – cards – 
messages – phone calls, such love and support.  I am so 
grateful (not deserved)!!! to all of you.  I am now home and 
recovering well. 

Thank you all for your prayers and love 

God Bless. 
Barbara Mitchell 

St Mary Magdalene - Meditations 
The church is open daily for all to use for quiet and private 
contemplation, but on Mondays 10.00 to 10.30am and again 
at 11.30am on Fridays, there will be Silent Meditation for 
people of all faiths or none. Do come and benefit from the 
quiet, sacred space of our lovely village church and share 
silent companionship there. 

Book Review 

Dethroning Mammon: making money 
serve grace 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2017, 
Bloomsbury Continuum, £9.99 

In his first full-length book Justin Welby looks at the subject 
of money and materialism.  Dethroning Mammon reflects on 
the impact of our own attitudes, and of the pressures that 
surround us, on how we handle the power of money, called 
Mammon in this book. Who will direct our actions and 
attitudes? Is it Jesus Christ, who brings truth, hope and 
freedom? Or is it Mammon, so attractive, so clear, but 
leading us into paths that tangle, trip and deceive? 
 
Archbishop Justin explores the tensions that arise in a 
society dominated by Mammon's modern aliases, 
economics and finance, and by the pressures of our culture 
to conform to Mammon's expectations. Following the 
Gospels towards Easter, this book asks the reader what it 
means to dethrone Mammon in the values and priorities of 
our civilisation and in our own existence. In Dethroning 
Mammon, Archbishop Justin encourages us to use Lent as 
a time of learning to trust in the abundance and grace of 
God. 
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Random thoughts 
Prayer:  It is necessary to draw near to God, but it is not 
required of you to prolong your speech till everyone is longing 
to hear the word ‘Amen’.  C H Spurgeon 

A physician recommends for the middle-aged light exercise and 
a siesta each day.  Daily dozen and daily dozing.  Anon 

Car park:  the place where you take your car to have little dents 
put in the fenders.  Anon 

We do not realise how much we are attached to the good things 
of this world until they are taken from us.  Augustine 

Better a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and 
hatred therewith.  Proverbs 15:17 

We only deliberately waste time with those we love – it is the 
purest sign that we love someone if we choose to spend time 
idly in their presence when we could be doing something more 
constructive.  Sheila Cassidy 

Late with your tax return? 
Hopefully your tax return was in by the end of last month.  If 
not, what excuse will you give?  Paperwork destroyed in a 
yacht fire, and a wasp attack in a car were among the top ten 
excuses that HMRC received last year to explain late tax 
returns.  Another was: ‘ I could not complete my tax return 
because my husband left me and took our accountant with 
him.’   Late returns incur an initial £100 fine, which escalates 
over time. 

 Nehemiah:  Servant Leadership 

Nehemiah was given the task of rebuilding the broken-down 
walls of Jerusalem. His leadership was characterized by both 
prayer and action. He was a spiritual man who loved God and 
brought everything to God in prayer, but he was also 
somebody who got things done. 

Nehemiah went on to be appointed governor: ‘The earlier 
governors placed a heavy burden on the people and took forty 
shekels of silver from them in addition to food and wine. Their 
assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence 
for God I did not act like that.’ (5:15) 

What happens to those who are promoted in leadership? They 
can start seeing others as inferior beings, and the perks of 
position become theirs by right. If humility is the first casualty, 
integrity is often the second. We can see this in the political and 
business world, as well among our work colleagues or even in 
church. Are we guilty of misusing our leadership position to 
serve our own ends and boost our own ego, rather than 
working for the good of those we are leading? 

Nehemiah was a leader with a servant heart. Like Jesus, he 
exercised his leadership by setting an example and serving the 
good of others. As he looked at the hardship experienced by 
the people, he waived his rights as the city governor to cream 
off a tax which would allow him to live in luxury. He 
demonstrates that God’s work, done in God’s way and time, will 
be fruitful. This is an encouragement in whatever we are doing! 

Compared with Nehemiah, our work may seem small and 
insignificant. However, God sees it differently. Small acts of love 
and service done in Christ’s name can be of greater value in 
eternity than our greatest achievements! 

Paul Hardingham 

I was a stranger and you took me in:  
Naked and you clothed me:  
I was sick, and you visited me:  
I was in prison, and you came to me. 

       
Matthew 25: 35-36 

 God in the Arts – Miriam and Moses  

One of the first stories that impressed me at Sunday School 
was about Moses as a baby placed in a basket into the river 
Nile and rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter. Moses grew up to 
become a great leader of God’s people in the Exodus. But there 
was one person whose courage and ingenuity was vital in his 
survival as a baby – his sister, Miriam. She is there with her 

mother in this tender 
scene painted by 
Simeon Solomon, the 
Pre-Raphaelite artist, 
in 1860. Jochabed 
cradles her son, and 
Miriam looks on with 
care and concern as 
she holds the basket 
that will keep her 
brother safe. Birds on 
the window ledge, a 
potted plant and a 
lyre provide a gentle 
background to the 
drama that will soon 
unfold. 

Like Noah, the story 
of Miriam is linked to water: helping to save Moses from the 
waters of the Nile; with the people as the Red Sea parted; and 
the spring that came up from the earth to give abundant water 
after her death. All that is still to come when we look at this 
painting. Here Miriam is about to take her brother and the 
basket to the Nile to begin the journey that will eventually take 
God’s people from slavery and oppression to new life in the 
promised land.  

The Exodus is an inspiring pilgrimage of faith and trust, and 
Miriam played her part in it as a courageous leader of the 
women. To celebrate, she sang a hymn. ‘Then the prophet 
Miriam took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went 
out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam 
sang to them, ‘Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’’ (Exodus 15). It is a 
story that can inspire us to sing and even dance when we recall 
this victory at each Easter.
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17  WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 
THURSDAY 9th February   
7.30pm THE EAGLE HUNTRESS (U)  Documentary 

A spellbinding documentary follows Aisholpan, a 13-year-old 
nomadic Mongolian girl who is fighting to become the first 
female eagle hunter in twelve generations of her Kazakh 
family. Along with breath-taking aerial cinematography the 
film captures her personal journey addressing universal 
themes including coming of age and the onset of modernity. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film.    Tickets on the door £6, under 
16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

UK’s earliest monks? 

What is believed to be the oldest example of monasticism in 
the UK has recently been found at the medieval Beckery 
Chapel, near Glastonbury.  

 According to a recent story in The Times, skeletons 
unearthed at this site, which is said to have been visited by 
King Arthur, date from the 5th or early 6th century AD.   

See article:  http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/remains-are-
uks-earliest-known-monks-kqjmk03s8 

 Definition of old 
Grandchildren don't make a man feel old; it's the 
knowledge that he's married to a grandmother.    

The Sentinel’s long wait   
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother: 
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many….” (Luke 2: 34) 

To Homer’s waiting watchman of the Greek epic, The Iliad 
would fall the duty of lighting a beacon that would relay the 
victory of the Wooden Horse across the Aegean Sea - that 
Troy had at last fallen! With that, the sentinel was relieved 
from his long wait. 

In his account of the presentation of the infant Jesus in 
Jerusalem’s temple, Luke writes of the relief of another lone 
watchman – a devout Jew, Simeon – aware of the God-
given message that he would live to see the Christ of the 
world. Taking the Baby from Mary and Joseph’s arms, he 
uttered a song of praise that – like a beacon - has been 
relayed everywhere, in words known as The Nunc Dimittis: 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel 

                        (Luke 2: 29-32 KJV) 

Luke then records Simeon’s next words: “This child is 
destined to cause the fall and rising of many….” 

Here was a Figure who had come for the whole world 
universally - Gentiles and Jews alike. But there would be a 
cutting edge to His coming. Simeon spelt out some mighty 
truths: 

Our chronologies turn on Jesus Christ.   
 Simeon had been part of the Old Order. But from 
now, our very calendars would be dated from the arrival on 
earth of a universal world Saviour. Secondly,  

Our characters turn on Jesus Christ.  
Whether nations or individuals were to ‘fall or rise’ would 
turn on the question, What did you do with Jesus?  His 
coming represents Make or Break time for us all!  

Our confidences turn on Jesus Christ.    
Here in the Christian Gospel is a blazing beacon – both to 
‘lighten’ believing Gentiles, and to be ‘the glory’ of the true 
Israel – that is, the faithful people of all time who place 
themselves under His saving rule!  

Cor, Sid—you’re a 
quick reader!  

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/remains-are-uks-earliest-known-monks-kqjmk03s8
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/remains-are-uks-earliest-known-monks-kqjmk03s8


On the perils of the Plough 
Service and the Lamb 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Your plans to devise special Services that will involve local 
industry does you credit, although I cannot imagine what a 
church decorated with bathroom suites, double glazing 
frames and airplane wings will look like.  Were we to do 
something similar in this parish, we would have to devise 
suitable symbols for merchant bankers and property 
developers. Perhaps wads of banknotes among the flower 
arrangements may look rather splendid. Our practice is, 
naturally, to continue with more traditional ways. 

We have just had our annual blessing of the plough and 
new-born lamb. We always have a packed church - mainly 
of parishioners hoping to see the lamb ruin the Rector’s 
surplice. The only disconcerting part is to be upstaged by 
the wretched animal as it bleats piteously throughout my 
carefully crafted sermon, which becomes lost as the 
congregation wonders if the poor creature may be hungry, 
or is missing its mother.  

The plough always comes from Colonel Wainwright’s 
garden. It stands ornamentally by his lake for eleven 
months of the year and then rotates round four of our local 
churches for their services in January. It must be the best 
blessed, least used plough in the county. 

At least this year, I got several of our local farmers to carry it 
into church. Last year our Verger pushed it up the aisle, 
accidentally ploughing a perfect furrow along the red 
Axminster. The sight may have looked all very well in a field, 
but was not appreciated in the nave. It did, however, provide 
a worthy project for our Ladies’ Guild. They will be much 
occupied over the coming months knitting tea-cosies and 
making jam for sales of work before we can replace it. 

Our only other occasion when we have animals in church is 
the Summer Pets Service. Invariably one escapes and our 
hymn singing gradually disintegrates as the younger 
members of the congregation try to catch over-enthusiastic 
dogs chasing cats and rabbits up and down the aisles.  

The only true disaster happened some years ago, just after 
we had restored the organ, adding that splendid trumpet 
stop. Our organist decided to start the service with a brilliant 
trumpet fanfare. The drama of the introduction was 
somewhat spoiled by all the animals in the building 
simultaneously relieving themselves, out of shock.  

Our team of cleaning ladies were much occupied that week 
- and the congregation, for once, raised no objection when I 
used lots of incense at the following Sunday’s service. So 
good can come out of evil, after all. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

COUGHS & SNEEZES 

February seems to be the 
coldest time of the year – and 

most of us get a cold, complete with runny nose and sore 
throat. 

Well, 3rd February is the right day to have a sore throat 
because it is St Blaise’s Day.  Legend says that St Blaise 
was on his way to be martyred when he saw a young child 
choking with a fishbone stuck in his throat. The saint 
touched the child and the bone was dislodged. This led to a 
custom of Blessing the Throats on St Blaise’s Day which 
continues today in one London church. 

Another way to celebrate the day was with big bonfires 
(before the Bonfire Night we keep in November was thought 
of) and that is probably why we say that bonfires blaze. 

So you can sit in front of a blazing fire, sniffing 
into a tissue and think about the patron saint of 
sore throats. 

A COLD PUZZLE 

All the words hidden in this word-search are to do with 
winter sniffles. Can you find them all? 

cold   fever  flu  hankie influenza linctus  medicine  
nose  pill  shivers  sniffles  tablet  throat  tissues  winter 

What happens if your nose runs and your feet smell? 
You’re built upside down! 

What sort of transport gives people colds? 
A-choo-choo-trains. 
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Candlemas—2nd February 
(Luke2:22-40) 

 
February snowdrops we welcome you! 

Candlemas Bells, 
winter’s half-way markers, 

symbols of hope and light to come, 
creation’s reminders of the Creator 

revealed in the child in Simeon’s arms.  
 

Jesus - 
fulfilment of God’s promise 

to save and illuminate. 
Jesus - 

who overcame darkness and death 
to live for us and in us. 

 
At the snowdrops’ prompting, 

Lord Jesus, we welcome you afresh, 
Hope and Light in person. 

 
By Daphne Kitching  

From the Registers 2016—17 
Christian Baptism 

December 18th  Freddie Charles Burnell 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

November 29th  John Derek Joy 

December  9th  Josephine Delves 

            15th  Hazel Gwendoline Moschke 

       19th  Dennis Charles Payne 

           21st  Albert Leonard Rider 

January    6th       Eileen Mary Bridges 

        17th           Jean (Midge) Edwards 

      18th           Marjorie (Jean) Carter 

  20th          Margaret Carver 

  23rd          John Scott 

  24th          Timothy John Wood 

  27th          Janet Loretta Payne 

  27th          Geoffrey Corp 

God’s army 
Dewey was in front of me coming out of church one day, 
and the minister was standing at the door, as he always is, 
to shake hands.  Suddenly he grabbed Dewey by the hand 
and pulled him aside.   The minister said sternly “Dewey, 
you need to join the Army of the Lord!"  
 
Dewey replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, 
Pastor."   The minister retorted:  “Then how come I don't 
see you except at Christmas and Easter?"  Dewey replied 
in a whisper:  "Well, I'm in the secret service.” 

And if love should die.... 
While we were working at a men's clothing store, a 
customer asked my colleague to help her pick out a tie that 
would make her husband's blue eyes stand out. "Ma'am," 
he explained, "any tie will make blue eyes stand out if you 
tie it tight enough." 

Sometimes women are overly suspicious 
of their husbands. ..  
When Adam stayed out very late for a few nights, Eve 
became upset. "You're running around with other women," 
she charged. 

"You're being unreasonable," Adam responded. "You're the 
only woman on earth." The quarrel continued until Adam 
fell asleep, only to be awakened by someone poking him in 
the chest. It was Eve. "What do you think you're doing?" 
Adam demanded.  
 
"Counting your ribs," said Eve. 
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DIARY FOR  FEBRUARY 2017
Wednesday  1 10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
Thursday  2   9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
   11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
     12 noon  Funeral of John Harris 
Friday 3   7.30 pm  Einstein Quiz at St Thomas’ Hall  
   
Sunday  5   Fourth Sunday before Lent 
     8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert  
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert  
   11.00 am  Holy Communion  at Wookey Hole 
  
Wednesday  8 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                  12 noon  Market Day lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday  9 11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
   
Sunday 12   Third Sunday before Lent   
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert,   
       followed by Fairtrade Stall 
   11.00 am  Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
     4.00 pm  Afternoon Worship at Wookey Hole 
  
Wednesday 15 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert’s  
                   12 noon  Market Day lunch at St Cuthbert  
Thursday 16   9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel  
   11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
  
Sunday 19   Second Sunday before Lent  
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
   11.00 am  Matins at Wookey Hole  
      United Service at the Connect Centre 

Tuesday 21    Ladies Group Annual Dinner (Piano Bar)   
Wednesday  22 10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
                  12 noon  Market Day lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 23 11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
  
Sunday 26   Sunday next before Lent 
     8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 

_________________________________________ 

From the editor 
Please note that I shall be away during most of February, and will not have time to complete the March issue of Parish News 
until my return. This means that it cannot be printed and distributed until the first week of March. Articles can still be sent by 
email or left in the parish office as usual so that, if jet-lag permits, I can assemble the magazine during the following day or 
two. 

My apologies for making you wait. This seems an appropriate occasion to warn that you may experience a feeling of 
‘anticipointment’ (the feeling that high expectations are about to be dashed). 

Bob 
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

