
    

Looking ahead by Graham Barrow, Churchwarden

A new month. A new year. A time when people look 
back with nostalgia, whilst others look forward and 
make resolutions for the future. No wonder the month is 
widely believed to be named after Janus, the Roman 
god of beginnings and endings, of passages, doorways 
and time. He is usually depicted with two faces, one 
looking to the future, the other to the past.  

What lies in the future is unknown and involves change, 
which for many is scary. Better, then, to look back and 
seek the comfort of familiar things. But therein lies a 
danger.  

I well remember a sermon that a local vicar gave during 
my undergraduate years, a long time ago. He had 
crashed his car into the rear of the one in front of him, 
and lamented that had he not been looking in his rear 
view mirror so much he would have seen what was 
ahead of him and avoided the accident. And isn’t that a 
salutary lesson for us all ? We look back too often at 
our peril, and risk losing focus on the future, quite apart 
from missing the current moment, which once past 
cannot be recaptured.  

And at St Cuthbert’s we have much to look forward to. 
The Feast of the Epiphany on January 6 is the 
realisation that Christ is the Son of God, and an 
opportunity for each of us to reaffirm our own religious 
epiphany. In mid-January interviews will take place, 
hopefully culminating in the selection and appointment 

of a new vicar. Whoever is appointed will likely 
commence their ministry after Easter.  

During the vacancy we have been praying for the Holy 
Spirit to fill us with vision, energy and faithfulness in 
prayer so that we may do His will and bring new life to 
the benefice. We, for our part, need to be open and 
responsive to God’s calling, and be prepared to 
embrace change to turn the dreams that we shared at 
the Remembering and Dreaming Session last August 
into a reality. 

Graham Barrow  

VACANCY UPDATE 
Things are really hotting up now!  The advertisement 
was placed in the Church Times for three weeks 
starting on 18th November, with a closing date of 9th 
December.  Interviews are planned for 13th January.  If 
an appointment is made then, it will still be a little while 
before a new vicar can join us, as they will have to 
give notice for their present position. 

All the papers relating to the appointment (Benefice 
Profile, Role Description, Person Specification and 
others) are on the Diocesan Website and on the St 
Cuthbert’s website too, and are available for everyone 
to see. 

We continue to pray that the right person will 
recognise that their gifts and talents are a perfect fit for 
our two parishes; and that God will guide them to us.
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



A PRAYER FOR THE VACANCY 
God our Father, you love us and have called us to be your 
body in this place. 

At this time of change please send your Holy Spirit to fill us 
with vision, energy and faithfulness in prayer, that we may 
do your will and bring new life to our communities. 

Guide those who are choosing our new Vicar with your 
heavenly wisdom. 

May that person be a wise and gentle shepherd who will 
work with us to fulfil your purpose for the church in our 
parishes in obedience to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

CTWA Dates for January 2017 
Thursday 19th—the final 10.00am Monthly CTWA prayers* 
at Wells United Church, to begin the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.  

(see poster below) 
* Monthly Prayers  
Due to very few people attending CTWA Monthly Prayers, 
they will cease after the week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

 St Mary Magdalene - Meditations 
The church is open daily for all to use for quiet and private 
contemplation, but on  Mondays 10.00am to 10.30 and 
again at the same time on Fridays there will be Silent 
Meditation for people of all faiths or none. Do come and 
benefit from the quiet, sacred space of our lovely village 
church and share silent companionship there. 

Help us put the FUN into FUNdraising. 
As many of you may be aware St Cuthbert’s is going 
through a challenging time financially, with expenditure 
considerably in excess of income. It has not been helped 
by the loss of income from the Music Festival and lack of 
a 2016 Gift Day. 

The PCC is therefore particularly grateful to regular 
fundraisers who do such a valuable job organising  
activities such as, the Einstein Quiz (£900 and 
counting), Coots ‘n Curlews and The Over the Hills and 
Far Away Parish Walk. Money was also raised for 
Christian Aid and for our link parish in Zambia. The new 
candle stand has been an unexpected source of income, 
bringing in more than £600 in donations since its 
installation earlier this year. A further substantial sum 
is anticipated from the forthcoming Nativity Cribs and 
Angels Festival.  

Without these events the financial situation would be 
far worse than it is. Which is where, dear reader, you 
can help.  

We urgently need more fund raising events and are 
hoping to set up a small group to organise future 
activities.  A group of people working together can be 
very effective: more ideas are generated and the 
responsibility and jobs can be shared. And it works—as 
proved by the work of the team who have organised the 
Nativity Crib Festival for the past three years. 

If you think you can help or would like more information 
then please contact us. 

Graham Barrow and Antonia Gwynn, Churchwardens. 

Fairtrade Stall. 
There will be a Fairtrade Stall after the morning 
service on 8th January and then on the second 
Sunday of every month. If anyone is willing to help 
David Green and myself even on an occasional basis, 
please would you contact me, Mary Martin 01749 
671307 maryemartin39@gmail.com 

_______________________ 

In His love He clothes us, enfolds us and embraces 
us; that tender love completely surrounds us, never to 
leave us.  As I saw it He is everything that is good. - 
Julian of Norwich
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk)  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:maryemartin39@gmail.com
mailto:maryemartin39@gmail.com


A new year with endless possibilities 
We begin a new year.  Yet the old one seems to have gone 
so fast!  However 2016 was in actual fact slightly longer 
than some other years as it gained a ‘leap second’.  Leap 
seconds have been added 26 times since 1972.  

Why do we need a leap second? Isn’t the length of our day 
set by the rotation of the earth? Yet the earth’s rotation does 
not stay perfectly steady. The earth’s spin is slowing down.  
And it’s the tidal flow of our oceans that affects it.  This 
effect is small, very small. The earth’s rotation has slowed 
down by about .0015 to .002 seconds per day per century. 

Isn’t our world an amazing place?  Where so much is 
interconnected and related, and where we can see both the 
perfection and quixotic nature of creation. 

As we stand at the beginning of a new year the possibilities 
are endless.  How might we use the time we have? 
Whether we have an additional second or not. 

You may like to use this prayer, attributed to the explorer of 
the seas, Sir Francis Drake, as you embark on the next 
stage of your journey: 

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves; 
when our dreams have become true because we dreamed 

too small; 
when we arrived safely because we sailed to close to the 

shore. 

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we 
possess, 

we have lost our thirst for the waters of life. 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare boldly; to venture on wider seas 
where storms will show your mastery, not ours; 
where in losing sight of land we shall find the stars. 

This we ask in the name of our captain, who is Jesus Christ. 

+ Ruth, Taunton 

Letter from Wookey Hole 

Celebrations began early in Wookey Hole this year with a 
pre-Christmas village music party in the church on 
December 4th. The music ranged from classical, played by 
the village orchestra conducted by Juliet, to the whole 
audience joining in carols. In between Paul Cannon and a 
friend enlivened us with jazz, Arthur's Point village folk 
group and Nicky Davy gave us very popular items of folk 
music; and the choir, orchestra and everyone in church 
joined together for a most enthusiastic version of Handel's 
Hallelujah chorus. This was all accompanied by running 
refreshments on offer, all contributed by the party goers, 
and by mulled wine, both alcoholic and non alcoholic. It was 
a very happy, joyful occasion and we are very grateful to all 
the organisers, particularly Juliet and Lucy. 

The following Sunday the church was full again for the 
traditional Carol service when we were joined by St 
Cuthbert's choir and a few instrumentalists from our village. 
We sang Handel's Hallelujah chorus once again. This is a 

service which is always enjoyed by the whole village and 
bears witness to the true meaning of Christmas. 

By the time you read this we will all be beginning 2017 and 
a time of changes in both our parishes. We pray for all 
those making the choice of our new incumbent, and that we 
may face the future with optimism and confidence. We wish 
you a very happy New Year. 

St Mary Magdalene's Church Wardens. 

  
New Year’s Eve Ceilidh 

Priddy Village Hall, 8 p.m. till 12.30 a.m. 
  
The Backroom Band supplies the music. You jump around 
a bit and generally have a good time. Oxfam benefits with 
the proceeds. There’s a bar and refreshments of course. It’s 
going to be a lot of fun, and the hall will be humming.  

Tickets are £10 (£5 unwaged) and are available from David 
Green, 01749 673356, or from the Oxfam Shop in High 
Street, Wells. 

Come and dance in the New Year - in style! 

December 2016 meeting of Wookey Hole WI  

We gathered in party mood at the seasonally decorated 
Community Hall for the last meeting of the year. Many of us 
were also festively adorned, with brooches, earrings and 
Christmas jumpers. President Jill Deane despatched the 
necessary business with all speed, and welcomed Jill 
Friendship, who had brought along her keyboard to 
entertain us. A rousing rendition of Jerusalem started us off 
on a reminiscent vocal tour of Christmases past, and the 
committee provided a buffet tea, enough to feed a medium 
sized regiment. Sue H. performed a comic reading of a new 
version of Cinderella, and we sang a version of the Twelve 
Days of Christmas that posed a technical challenge to 
everyone’s Bake-off skills. We squeezed in some exercise 
of our artistic talent on some adult colouring books provided 
by Lesley H., and caught up on the gossip of the day before 
raising our voices again with a selection of carols. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone. 

Rose Docherty
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Wookey Hole Ladies Club
Our last formal meeting was held on Tuesday 1st November 
when Jill Deane came along to help us with making 
Christmas cards, bringing with her some lovely ideas and a 
variety of card, ribbons and decorative pieces for us to 
choose from. Most of the members took the opportunity to 
make a card, which will be all the more special for the 
recipient as it was hand made. It was a very enjoyable 
afternoon and gave us all ideas for festive decorations and 
cards. Lyn proposed a vote of thanks to Jill for coming 
along. 

Festive activities include a Christmas tea with mince pies on 
Tuesday December 10th at 2.30 pm in the Community Hall. 
Then on January 10th we will be going to Rodney Stoke Inn 
for a post Christmas lunch.  

Our first meeting at Wookey Hole Community Hall will be 
held on Tuesday February 6th when Jenny Lewis will be 
coming along for an arts and crafts afternoon.  All welcome; 
for further information ring Margaret on 675415. 

Happy Christmas to all. 

Lyn Astle 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

Many thanks to all who donated, helped at or attended our 
Coffee Morning on December 13th. There were lots of lovely 
goods to buy, and mince pies and cake to enjoy with the tea 
and coffee. 

We are pleased to say that we raised £350 to donate to our 
own charity, St Margaret’s Hospice. 

Our next meeting will be the AGM on January 17th 2017. 
See you then. 

Wishing you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful, healthy 
New Year. 

Maureen 

Angels Warehouse 
  
The four French dolls featuring as angels in front of the high 
altar at the recent Angels Festival are for sale. They are the 
Angel of the North, the Guardian Angel, the Fallen Angel 
and the Ark Angel. 50% to Church funds.  

Contact David on 673356 – first come, first served. 

Epiphany: a feminist take 

We three queens from Spitzbergen are. 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar. 
  
No, we didn’t see a star, but saw the news displayed 
On Marta’s Facebook page. About three eastern kings who 
Travelled west to see a child, newborn, in Bethlehem. 
  
So from the north we saddled up and ventured forth 
Upon a road that took us through Stockholm, Berlin, 
Via Hungary to Istanbul, then Tyre and Sidon, 
Getting slightly off the track 
At Sodom and Gomorrah. 
  
At Bethlehem we found the kings had left for home, 
Not knowing that we were on our way 
(something about a very nasty bloke 
who told his mates to go and murder all the little boys). 
  
The kings had brought some presents for the tot, 
And there they were, lined up before the cot. 

Well, we say ‘cot’, though as a baby’s bed 
It wasn’t much, a box of hay shared with the cows, 
And there displayed were these three gifts, 
There on the floor of this dark shed. 
Then from the shadows came the mother’s voice. ‘So, 
What have you brought, northern ladies from the snow?’ 
‘Well’ said Svetlana, ‘mine’s a babygrow.’ 
‘And mine’ I said ‘is this delightful rattle, see – 
it’s got ten beads all lined up in a row. 
And look!’ I added, ‘look what Marta’s got, 
An Aramaic iPad, just for when he’s grown a bit.’ 
  
‘Well, thank you kindly’ said the baby’s mum, 
‘but have you seen these things the three great kings 
have brought? It’s sweet of them, you must concur, 
but where’s your actual commonsense? A bar of gold! 
Some frankincense! And – look at this! You’ll never guess. 
It’s half a kilogram of myrrh.’ 
  
We had to smile, surveying these exotic gifts, 
And nodded sagely when we heard the lady laugh 
And then, sharing our thoughts, exclaim 
  
‘I ask you. Men!’ 
  
Vera Gidden 
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Some Weather Jokes  
Q. Have you heard about the avalanche warning?  
A. It says avalanches are snow place to be.  

Q. Why did she break up with the meteorologist?  
A. It was a stormy relationship from the start.  

Q. What did you think about your date with the snowman?  
A. Chilly personality; really an absolute zero.  

Err…. 
A thought for all church councils as the New Year begins:  “To 
err is human, but to really foul things up requires a committee.” 

Challenge 
It was the beginning of term at a primary school.  The teacher 
asked the children their names one at a time, and for each to 
spell their name out loud. When she came to a young boy and 
asked his name.....  ‘Ravashanka Vankatarataam Bannerjee,’ 
he replied. 

‘Ah - how do you spell that?’ gulped the teacher.  ‘I can’t,’ said 
the little boy, ‘but my mother can.’ 

Not all free! 
The nursery school teacher was teaching her class about living 
in a democracy.  She said: "One of the things we should be 
happy about is that, in this country, we are all free."  One little 
boy stood up in protest.  “No,” he said indignantly.  "I'm not free. 
I'm four."

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 J
an

ua
ry

 2
01

7

QUIZ on Sunday 15th January at 7.30pm
Wookey Hole Club

Maximum of 6 per team £3 per person
Proceeds to go towards the creation of

  St Mary Magdalene  Community Garden 
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THURSDAY 12th January   
7.30pm HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE (12A)  
Adventure Comedy 

Young Ricky has only ever known foster homes. When he 
runs away from his latest one, he finds an ally in eccentric 
Uncle Hec who shows him how to survive in the New 
Zealand wilderness.  One of the funniest and most delightful 
films of the year, a pleasure from beginning to end. A real 
movie pleasure. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
bottom of School Hill 
Doors open 30min before film.    Tickets on the door £6, under 
16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Letter from Wookey Hole 
Celebrations began early in Wookey Hole this year with a 
pre Christmas village music party in the church on 
December 4th. The music ranged from classical,played by 
the village orchestra conducted by Juliet,  to the whole 
audience joining in carols. In between Paul Cannon and a 
friend  enlivened us with jazz,and Arthur's Point village folk 
group ,and Nicky Davy ,gave us very popular items of folk 
music and the choir ,orchestra and everyone in church 
joined together for a most enthusiastic version of Handel's 
Hallelujah chorus. This was all accompanied by running 
refreshments on offer, all contributed by the party goers,and 
by mulled wine,both alcoholic and non alcoholic. It was a 
very happy,joyful occasion and we are very grateful to all 
the organisers,particularly Juliet and Lucy 

The following Sunday the church was full again for the 
traditional Carol service when we were joined by St 
Cuthbert's choir and a few instrumentalists from our village. 
We sang Handel's Hallelujah chorus once again. This is a 
service which is always enjoyed by the whole village and 
bears witness to the true meaning of Christmas. 

By the time you read this we will all be beginning 2017 and 
a time of changes in both our parishes. We pray for all 
those making the choice of our new incumbent and that we 
may face the future with optimism and confidence. We wish 
you a very happy new year. 

St Mary Magdalene' s Church Wardens 

Surviving Winter 

The Bishop of Bath & Wells, Rt Revd Peter Hancock has 
endorsed the Surviving Winter Campaign managed by 
Somerset Community Foundation. Now in its seventh year, 
Surviving Winter appeals to people who can live without 
their Winter Fuel Payment to donate it to help pensioners 
struggling with the cost of staying warm and socially 
connected. 

Over the last 3 years an average of 370 people in Somerset 
have died each winter from causes worsened by cold 
conditions, nearly one in eight households in the county live 
in fuel poverty and about 1 in 6 older people in Somerset 
say they have insufficient social contact and feel socially 
isolated. 

The Surviving Winter campaign offers you an opportunity to 
make a difference and it doesn’t just pay for extra heating. 
It’s hand delivered by trusted local partners, like the 
Community Council for Somerset’s Village Agents, Age UK 
Somerset, Forum 21 and Citizens Advice, and can become 
the foundation for a new relationship that can help 
overcome the isolation and loneliness that many older 
people experience. With the support of just over 300 
donors, Somerset Community Foundation was able to 
provide vital grants to 390 older people to help them 
through last winter. 

You can donate some or all of your Winter Fuel Payment. 
Simply send a cheque made payable to Somerset 
Community Foundation (write SW on the back), Yeoman 
House, Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet, BA4 
6QN or donate online at http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/
winter. Gift Aid forms are also available to download on the 
website.  

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/wi
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/wi


On the perils of the crib 
service 
The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

I was pleased to hear that you enjoyed your first Christmas 
in your parish, although a little disappointed that you 
replaced the ‘boring’ Crib Service with a ‘more exciting’ 
alternative. I have yet to understand the theology - or even 
point - of your ‘Bananarama’ celebration. I’m sure your 
bishop would be interested to hear of its biblical authority. 

Having said that, our own Crib Service proved to be a little 
unorthodox, and far from boring. Choosing the cast from the 
Sunday school is always a delicate process. One of the 
youngsters who wanted to be Joseph was only given the 
part of the innkeeper. He seemed to accept the 
disappointment with good grace, but had clearly made his 
plans. 

On the evening of the performance, Joseph knocked on the 
innkeeper’s door and asked if there was any room. This was 
our innkeeper’s great opportunity. He threw open the door 
and told Joseph and Mary that there was plenty of room and 
they were both welcome. The cast and audience froze, 
while the teacher responsible contemplated early 
retirement.  

But Joseph hadn’t got the star part for nothing. He 
pretended to look round inside and then turned to Mary and 
said, “Nah, it’s too crowded in there; we’ll use the stable 
round the back.” And so the nativity was rescued by one 
nine year-old. There’s episcopal material in that boy. 

Christmas would not be the same without carol singing 
round the village. There is the annual dilemma of deciding 
just the right moment to go and sing in the pub. Too early, 
and the customers aren’t sufficiently maudlin to give 
generously; too late and they drown out the choir with their 
own variations of ‘Silent Night’. We are offered mulled wine 
at most of the houses we visit. Mr Prentice’s solo as 
Balthazar became ever more operatic with his “sorrowing, 
sighing, bleeding, dying,” as the evening progressed.  By 
the time of our last call his delivery of ‘bleeding, dying’  was 
so harrowing that Mrs Brody, the village librarian, went pale. 

And so to the climax of it all, with the midnight Service.  We 
had a full church lit only by candles, which ruin many a good 
coat every year. However, Mr Onion’s decision to put up his 
umbrella as he stood under the great nave candelabra on 
his way to receive Communion was regarded as being a 
little de trop by most of us.  

But a New Year is now upon us; after the joys of Christmas, 
Lent comes hard on its heels. Precisely my philosophy: 
every silver lining contains a cloud.  

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

St PAUL 
St Paul’s day is the 25th January and we remember him 
because he was one of the Church’s greatest teachers. 
Called Saul by his parents, he was brought up a Pharisee 
and became a tent-maker. He was completely against the 
early Christians and was there when Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr was stoned to death. He searched out 
many Christians and handed them over the prison and 
death.  

So why did he change? Like many people since, although 
few so dramatically, Saul changed because Jesus came 
into his life. You can read all about it in Acts, chapter 9. 
Everything changed for Saul but he had a hard time 
persuading people that it wasn’t a trick. Even his name 
changed, and as Paul he travelled teaching and founding 
churches. To encourage these growing communities he 
wrote the 13 letters (or Epistles) we can still read today. 
These letters are the earliest parts of the New Testament to 
be written, some only 20 years after Jesus. 

P.S. 

These names have all the letters S and P missing. Can you 
fit in the missing letters to make the names of some people 
or places in the Bible? 

1. Both the Pharaoh and Joseph knew  - OTI - HAR. 
2. THEO - HILU -    was Luke’s friend. 

3. St John wrote his Revelation on the island of - ATMO - . 

4. MO - E -   led the Israelites out of Egypt. 

5. E - THER was a queen and a book of the Old Testament 
is named for her. 

6. Paul was imprisoned in the town of  - HILLI - - I. 

7. Paul’s friend - RI - CILLA was the wife of Aquila.  

8. A town in Sicily,  - YRACU - E, Paul stayed here on his 
way to Rome. 

What do you call a camel that’s got three humps? 
Humphrey.  

Who rides a camel and carries a lamp? 
Florence of Arabia.  
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1.Potiphar  2.Theophilus  3 Patmos  4.Moses  5.Esther  6.Phillippi  

7.Priscilla  10.Syracuse.
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‘The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be 
refilled, public debt should be reduced, the arrogance of 
officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the 
assistance to foreign lands should be curtailed lest Rome 
become bankrupt. People must again learn to work, 
instead of living on public assistance.’    Cicero - in 55 BC 

If God does not exist 
An outspoken atheist went on a tour of a local monastery 
during his vacation. At the end of the tour, he remarked 
sarcastically to the monk who had been his guide, 
“Imagine, if God doesn’t exist - and I believe He doesn’t - 
you will have wasted your whole life here in this place.” 
The monk replied: “If I am wrong, I shall have wasted only 
60 to 80 years. But if you are wrong, you will waste 
eternity.”  

IT picnic 
Looking over the log-book kept by the computer support 
staff at my office, I noticed several entries stating the 
problem was PICNIC.  I asked one of the technicians what 
PICNIC meant. 

He laughed as he told me it meant "Problem In Chair, Not 
In Computer." 

Senior moment 
A minister standing in his church one afternoon was 
astounded to see a suspicious looking man in a black ski 
mask come hurling headfirst through the stained glass 
window. "What on earth are you up to? What happened?!" 
he demanded. "I'm terribly sorry," said the man, "I forgot to 
let go of the brick."  

We’ve got a new word:  Post-truth 
The Oxford Dictionaries selected ‘post-truth’ as their 2016 
word of the year.  Originally coined in the 1990’s, it came to 
the fore as a description of the way the UK Referendum 
and the US Presidential election were fought last year.   

Rather than concentrating on facts and policies, these 
campaigns relied on the repetition of unsubstantiated 
claims and stories.  Emotion won over argument.  In an 
uncharacteristically severe reproof, Rowan Williams, the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury described all this as the 
“fact-free manipulation of emotion by populist adventurers.” 

In the TV panel game “Would I Lie to You?” each 
participant tells a personal story, and the opposing team 
has to decide whether it’s true or a lie.  It only works 
because, at the end, the storytellers are honour-bound to 
admit whether or not they have told the truth.  In the Radio 
4 game “The Unbelievable Truth” each player is given a 
subject to define, with four truths secreted in what is 
otherwise a fictional account.  The other players have to 
spot the truths.  Are they right or wrong?  Again, honesty 
has to prevail or the game wouldn’t work.  

Telling the truth isn’t easy.  Like the fabled angler who 
exaggerated the size of the fish which got away, many of 
us have caught ourselves out embroidering the facts.   

‘Post-truth’ means that none of this matters.  It was 
entertaining when a Sunday newspaper carried these 
headlines: "London Bus Found Frozen in Antarctic Ice", 
and "World War II Bomber Found on the Moon".  Whether 
or not they were true was irrelevant.  

“What is truth?” asked Pontius Pilate, as he handed Jesus 
over to be crucified.  He wasn’t to know that history would 
record him as a failure, whereas his prisoner would be 
worshipped as “the Way, the Truth and the Life”.  

The Ven. John Barton 

Epiphany 
Great little one! Whose all-embracing birth lifts Earth to Heaven, stoops Heaven to Earth.  - Richard Crashaw 

A Happy and Peaceful New Year to all our readers



DIARY FOR  JANUARY 2017
Sunday 1 Naming of Christ

8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion  at St Cuthbert
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert
 11.00 am Parish Communion at Wookey Hole

Wednesday      4          10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert
Thursday 5   9.30 am Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel

11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)
Friday 6   12 noon Funeral of Eileen Bridges

Sunday            8 Epiphany
                                     10.00 am Parish Communion with children at St Cuthbert, followed 

by Fairtrade Stall
11.00 am Parish Communion 

 
Monday   9      10.00 am - noon Cuthbert’s Kitchen resumes tea & coffee service
Wednesday    11           10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert

                 12 noon Market Day lunch resumes at St Cuthbert
Thursday        12          11.00 am Holy Communion at Bubwith House

Sunday 15 Baptism of Christ
10.00 am Parish Communion  at St Cuthbert
11.00 am Matins at Wookey Hole

 
Tuesday 17  7.30 pm Ladies’ Group AGM
Wednesday 18     10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert’s 
          12 noon Market Day lunch at St Cuthbert

 

Week of prayer for Christian Unity (full programme on page 5)
Thursday 19   9.30 am Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel
                   10.00am Prayers at Wells United Church

   11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)
Friday  20           9.30 am Prayers at the Vineyard Centre
Saturday  21     8.30-10.00 am Prayer  Breakfast at Elim Connect Centre
 
Sunday 22 Second Sunday after Epiphany

10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert
11.00 am Parish Communion at Wookey Hole

                 6.30pm Taizé service at Christ Church, Henton
              

Monday  23          10.00 am Prayers at Wells Methodist Church
Tuesday         24            9.15 am Prayers at St Matthew’s Wookey
Wednesday 25 10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert
                                   10.15 am Prayers at Ss Joseph & Teresa
                    12 noon  Market Day lunch at St Cuthbert

Thursday 26         11.00 am Holy Communion at Wookey Hole
 
Sunday 29       Candlemas

8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

