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"Nearer Than Breathing, Closer Than Hands and Feet"   
by Canon Melvyn Matthews

If you go to Africa you will hear tribal legends which say 
that God has gone away. He was once very near, but 
found human company very difficult and decided to 
move out. The legends agree that in those early days 
heaven was about as near as your dining room ceiling - 
and this was the cause of the difficulty. Some legends 
say that God found the noise from downstairs 
intolerable; others say that the smoke from the fires 
and the smells from the cooking pots came up through 
his floorboards and he couldn’t bear it; while still others 
say that when the women pounded their maize with 
their long poles the top of the poles knocked on his 
floor and disturbed his sleep. So God decided that 
human beings were difficult neighbours and moved out. 
Where he has gone is unknown. That he exists is 
undoubted. 

And although these stories come from Africa and are 
very ancient, when I heard them I thought they were 
stories about us in the twentieth century. By and large 
we too think that God has gone away. There was, 
perhaps, an age long ago, perhaps at the time when 
cathedrals were built, when God was much closer to 
people, but since then we have driven him away with 
the noise of our lives, with the smoke of our 
experiments and the constant knocking of our wars. 
Even though he was close we paid him no attention 
and so, in despair, he left. Where he has gone we do 
not know, although, as the opinion polls constantly tell 
us, we still believe he exists. 

But, just pause for a moment. Say the legends haven’t 
got it quite right and God didn’t just ‘go off’ like that. 
Say he decided that all the noise and all the hustle and 
bustle downstairs wasn’t as disagreeable as all that 
but was actually interesting and attractive, indeed so 
interesting that he wanted to join in. So he left his 
upstairs and came down. But he knew that his 
presence would be overwhelming and might frighten 
little children, so he came in disguise and he is actually 
here, hidden away amongst us, watching, loving every 
moment, perhaps sitting out on the edges looking in, 
talking to all those who are on the margins, perhaps 
because they have found themselves excluded, but for 
all other purposes invisible, unable to be seen by the 
majority of humanity who are too busy to look for him 
anyway. Or, take another scenario. Say that the 
legends had it entirely wrong and that God had never 
been in a separate room, upstairs. Say he had never 
been there at all, but had always been hidden amongst 
us, always been in disguise, always been an invisible 
presence in and with his people, always loving, always 
sitting with those on the margins of the party, always 
trying to catch our attention. Say that was the real 
picture. Say he was here all of the time, "Nearer Than 
Breathing, Closer Than Hands and Feet" 

Say it is us, with our sight blinded by the spurious light 
of civilisation, who cannot see him. 

In fact this is the message of Christmas - God, hidden 
amongst us in Jesus Christ from the foundation of the 
world.
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

A PRAYER FOR THE VACANCY 

God our Father, you love us and have called us to be your 
body in this place. 

At this time of change please send your Holy Spirit to fill us 
with vision, energy and faithfulness in prayer, that we may 
do your will and bring new life to our communities 

Guide those who are choosing our new Vicar with your 
heavenly wisdom. 

May that person be a wise and gentle shepherd who will 
work with us to fulfil your purpose for the church in our 
parishes in obedience to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen 

CTWA Dates for December 
Saturday 10th 10—12  CTWA Christmas music from Wells 
City Band and mince pies in the Market Place.  

Wednesday 14th Christian Aid fundraising carol singing in 
the Market Place from 11am to 1pm . Come and join in. 

Mothers’ Union Advent meditation 
  
On Wednesday 14 December the Mothers’ Union will be 
meeting in the Church Room at St Mary’s Church, 
Croscombe from 10.30am to 1pm for an Advent Meditation 
including coffee and Christmas nibbles. This will be the first 
Christmas for our newly formed Shepton Mallet Deanery 
Mothers’ Union so please come and celebrate with us! All 
are warmly invited to attend whether you are a member of 
the Mothers’ Union or not.  
  
Lynn 

Help us put the FUN into FUNdraising. 

As many of you may be aware St Cuthbert’s is going 
through a challenging time financially, with expenditure 
considerably in excess of income. It has not been helped 
by the loss of income from the Music Festival and lack of 
a 2016 Gift Day. 

The PCC is therefore particularly grateful to regular 
fundraisers who do such a valuable job organising  
activities such as, the Einstein Quiz (£900 and 
counting), Coots ‘n Curlews and The Over the Hills and 
Far Away Parish Walk. Money was also raised for 
Christian Aid and for our link parish in Zambia. The new 
candle stand has been an unexpected source of income, 
bringing in more than £600 in donations since its 
installation earlier this year. A further substantial sum 
is anticipated from the forthcoming Nativity Cribs and 
Angels Festival.  

Without these events the financial situation would be 
far worse than it is. Which is where, dear reader, you 
can help.  

We urgently need more fund raising events and are 
hoping to set up a small group to organise future 
activities.  A group of people working together can be 
very effective: more ideas are generated and the 
responsibility and jobs can be shared. And it works—as 
proved by the work of the team who have organised the 
Nativity Crib Festival for the past three years. 

If you think you can help or would like more information 
then please contact us. 

Graham Barrow and Antonia Gwynn, Churchwardens. 

You are invited to a Brunch,  

  raising funds for Christian Aid. 

 Monday 28th November  
10am to 1pm 

 Seager Hall, Union Street
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Home Communion 

If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk)  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321).

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow



Wonder and worship 
Have you ever wondered how many stars there are?  We 
know there are lots and we know we can’t count them.  It is 
clearly not a straightforward question.  So what do we 
know? We believe the universe is some 14 billion light years 
old.  We think it is expanding, but we don’t know if it is 
infinitely large or not.  And the fact that space-time seems to 
be curved makes it even more complicated.  But if the Milky 
Way has some 100 million stars in it and if there are in the 
order of 100 trillion galaxies, we are looking at something 
like ‘1 followed by 24 noughts’ as an answer.  That is a lot of 
stars! And throughout all of human history people have 
wondered not only how many stars there are but also who 
made them. 

The Bible gives us an answer to this and reveals God as 
the Creator of all things.  The prophet Isaiah wrote this: 

‘Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all 
these?  He brings out the starry host one by one, and calls 
them each by name.  Because of his great power and 
mighty strength, not one of them is missing.’   (Isaiah 40: 
26) 

Stars are beautiful, mysterious, awe-inspiring.  They cause 
us to wonder and marvel. Who has not stopped at some 
point and just gazed at the night sky? It is said that the US 
President Franklin D Roosevelt used to take his guests out 
after dinner to look at the night sky. They would stare at the 
stars and then he would say: ‘Now that we feel small 
enough, let us discuss our business.’  

At the first Christmas it was a star that led the wise men to 
the baby Jesus. ‘When they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, they bowed down and worshipped him.’ Christmas 
reminds us that Jesus is God’s Son, our Saviour and our 
Lord. In the midst of all else that is happening  may we 
make sure that we take time to wonder and to worship.   

+ Peter Bath and Wells 

  

VACANCY UPDATE 
Things are really hotting up now!  The advertisement was 
placed in the Church Times for three weeks starting on 18th 
November, with a closing date of 9th December.  Interviews 
are planned for 13th January.  If an appointment is made 
then, it will still be a little while before a new vicar can join 
us, as they will have to give notice for their present position. 

All the papers relating to the appointment (Benefice Profile, 
Role Description, Person Specification and others) are on 
the Diocesan Website and on the St Cuthbert’s website too, 
and are available for everyone to see. 

We continue to pray that the right person will recognise that 
their gifts and talents are a perfect fit for our two parishes; 
and that God will guide them to us. 

 When Jesus came to earth, it was not his Godhead he laid 
aside, but his glory.  Anon 

St Mary Magdalene - Meditations 
The church is open daily for all to use for quiet and private 
contemplation. But on  Mondays 10.00am to 10.30 and 
again at the same time on Fridays there will be Silent 
Meditation for people of all faiths or none. Do come and 
benefit from the quiet, sacred space of our lovely village 
church and share silent companionship there. 

AT ST. MARY MAGDALEN CHURCH WOOKEY HOLE 
    on Sunday Dec. 4th,   4pm--6pm 

   ALL WELCOME AT 
PRE-CHRISTMAS MERRY MUSICAL PARTY 

Singing for everyone [Carols & Songs - HANDEL: Halleluia chorus] 
VILLAGE CHOIR & ORCHESTRA 

   ENTRY £2   Free Punch [alcoholic & non alcoholic] 

BRING & SHARE FINGER FOOD. 

Letter from Wookey Hole 

We have had a month now since starting our twice weekly 
half hours of silent meditation in our Church. One is on 
Monday to kick off the working week and the other 
on Friday to draw it to a close. These sessions have been 
attended by varying numbers of villagers and feel a very 
pleasant space to be. 

The day for Remembrance Service was a joy, although 
muted because of its sad implications. The weather was 
sunny and auspicious and our congregation gathered 
around the War memorial and other villagers joined us for 
outdoor laying of the wreath. John Ford, a much decorated 
ex-soldier read the tribute and Alicia Corr who kindly came 
from Litton played the trumpet very beautifully. 

Juliet had gathered together a village choir to sing a 
Vaughan Williams anthem and it was a deeply reflective 
service led by Hugh Talbott. David Scarth told us how our 
first three casualties had died in the 1914 war. 

Then at 4.00pm some of us reconvened in the church for a 
very telling hour of poetry and music commenting on war. 
Elizabeth Talbott had planned this and we listened to some 
of the music of Carl Jenkins, The Armed Man, and early 
poems revelling in the glory of war were followed by the 
absolute reverse where the horror was deeply expressed. 
Bett Cloutman read her own memory of war experienced 
when only 6 years old. We sang two or three appropriate 
hymns and this was a very poignant and meaningful way to 
close Remembrance Sunday. We are very grateful to our 
Church Wardens for devising it and asking people to read, 
which was beautifully done. 

Now we gird our loins for our Christmas music party on 4th 
December, and then plough joyfully onward in Advent. 

Lucy White 

Christ has outlasted the empire that crucified him 19 centuries 
ago. He will outlast the nations who deny him now.  Anon

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 D
ec

em
be

r 2
01

6



Wookey Hole WI, November 2016 meeting  
President Jill Deane opened the November meeting with a 
round up of our Autumn activities, a centenary Beatrix Potter 
Tea at Long Sutton, a Steam Tea on the West Somerset 
Railway, and a coffee morning organised by Anne for 
catching up on the chat we’ve otherwise been too busy for. 
Then a look forward to our Christmas Party, which is to be a 
committee surprise, though we were warned to be prepared 
to sing. 

Our speaker this month was guaranteed to ring our chimes, 
and indeed he did, ringing not only his own bell, but all the 
varied ones we’d brought for our competition. Len Sweales, 
who has been Wells Town Crier since 2001, appeared 
splendidly uniformed and carrying his staff as well as the 
bell - the smaller one, as the large one is too loud for 
indoors.  

He has been interested in the role of Town Criers since 
taking up office and has done detailed research on the topic. 
He took us back through history to the Biblical herald angels 
and the ancient Spartan runners and stentors of the Greek 
and Roman world, through to the Bishop’s bellman of the 
Middle Ages to the Criers as we know them today. He is 
himself very active in the City, making announcements of 
Royal births, marriages and deaths, as well as, in return for 
donations to the Mayor’s Charity, advertising local events 
and businesses.  

He amused us with a number of anecdotes of his years in 
the post, most of them at his own expense. Having early in 
his career produced an announcement in verse, he now 
finds himself in a trap of his own making, everyone now 
expects him to rhyme. He had brought with him a greeting 
and farewell especially written for us, in verse of course.  

We were very interested in the details of his uniform, which 
he explained from hat to buttons. The uniform is very 
expensive, so not replaced very often, and the badge is 
antique, as is the staff. His hat has been re-covered, he told 
us that the fabric had to be glued and stretched over the 
canvas, and that the stench stayed with him for quite some 
time.  

Len was thanked by Aileen, and warmly applauded by the 
members. 

Rose Docherty 

Wookey Hole Ladies Club
Our last formal meeting was held on Tuesday 1st November 
when Jill Deane came along to help us with making 
Christmas cards, bringing with her some lovely ideas and a 
variety of card, ribbons and decorative pieces for us to 
choose from. Most of the members took the opportunity to 
make a card, which will be all the more special for the 
recipient as it was hand made. It was a very enjoyable 
afternoon and gave us all ideas for festive decorations and 
cards. Lyn proposed a vote of thanks to Jill for coming 
along. 

Festive activities include  a  Christmas  tea with mince pies  
on Tuesday December 10th at 2.30 pm in the Community 

Hall. Then on January 10th we will be going to Rodney 
Stoke Inn for a post Christmas lunch.  

Our first meeting at Wookey Hole Community Hall will be 
held on Tuesday February 6th when Jenny Lewis will be 
coming along for an arts and crafts afternoon. All welcome.  
For further information ring Margaret on 675415. 

Happy Christmas to all. 

Lyn Astle 

REREDOS PROJECT – A CELEBRATION SEMINAR 

WHAT DID WE FIND OUT? 

WHAT NEXT? 

TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2016, 9.30am to 5.00pm 

AT THE OLD DEANERY, WELLS 

The investigation phase is almost complete.  The stonework 
and paint of the frameworks have been examined and 
analysed by conservators, Emma and Lynne; and the 
cataloguing of the fragments completed by Jerry. 

This day event in December (postponed from October) is an 
opportunity for everyone interested in the past and future of 
these miraculous reredoses to find out what has been 
achieved, and to discuss future possibilities. 

Lynne and Emma will take us through what they have 
discovered and their recommendations for future 
conservation; and Jerry’s findings will be presented.  In the 
afternoon there will be talks and discussion about where to 
go next. 

The day promises to be both interesting and important, 
particularly for the congregation and those who love St 
Cuthbert’s church.   

Final details will be publicised soon, but please book this 
date in your diary.  It will be well worthwhile! 

Antonia 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

The theme for our Group in November was for ladies to 
bring an item ‘old and sentimental’ and give a little talk. 

Some interesting stories were told about Ann’s necklace; 
Pam’s 6d knives from Woolworths; Jane’s mother’s lovely 
dress; Elaine’s father’s certificate; Maureen’s 50 year old 
bucket; Maggie’s tiny clogs;Sheila’s shoehorn; Enid’s family 
photo; Betty’s walking stick; Mary’s sovereigns; Margaret’s 
trilby and Fay’s beautiful tea service. 

On Tuesday 13th December we will be having a Coffee 
Morning in Church in aid of our charity St Margaret’s 
Hospice. There will be a Bring and Buy food stall, cakes, 
books and jigsaws and a raffle. We will be pleased to accept 
any items to sell, and a welcome is extended to all friends 
and visitors who can join us. 

Maureen
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Nativity Cribs and Angels - (Angel section) 
Our Festival in early December will soon be upon us.  

Like last year we are asking for your help to create a large 
host of angels. So if you have angels that you would be 
prepared to display or you would like to make or if you 
need help with patterns or have any questions etc., please 
contact us so that we can plan the display. There’s still 
time. 

It would be amazing if we could have an even bigger 
heavenly host this year!  Thank you. 

Rosemary and Michael Bailey 677201 or meajrb@aol.com 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT ST CUTHBERT’S  
 SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER  3.00 PM 

Avoid the Christmas shopping crowds and spend the 
afternoon at St Cuthbert’s enjoying a concert of Christmas 
music, old and new, performed by the Swan Singers. 

There will be some audience participation in favourite 
carols, and the Wells Cathedral School Junior Choir will be 
taking part too. 

Refreshments afterwards, of course; and it will all be over 
in good time to go to the Carol Service at St Mary 
Magdalene, Wookey Hole later that day.  

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Invites you to a COFFEE MORNING in the church 

Tuesday 13th December, 10am until noon 

Coffee & mince pies, Raffle, Cake Stall. 

All proceeds to St Margaret’s Hospice  

Planning for Christmas 
I asked a friend of mine what he would be doing over 
Christmas. He told me he reckoned he would be doing a lot 
of work on "aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminum, 
and steel under a constrained environment.” 

I was astonished – and baffled.  

In further conversation, I learned that he would be "washing 
dishes with hot water under his wife's supervision."
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.THURSDAY 8th December   

7.30pm MONEY MONSTER (15)  Crime Thriller 

In this high stakes thriller George Clooney and Julia Roberts 
star as financial TV hosts. An extreme situation developes 
when an irate investor, having lost everything, forcefully 
takes over their studio. They work furiously against the 
clock to unravel the mystery behind a conspiracy at the 
heart of today's fast-paced, high-tech global markets. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
bottom of School Hill 
Doors open 30min before film.    Tickets on the door £6, under 
16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

New Year’s Eve Ceilidh 
  

Priddy Village Hall, 8 p.m. till 12.30 a.m. 
  
The Backroom Band supplies the music. You jump around 
a bit and generally have a good time. Oxfam benefits with 
the proceeds. There’s a bar and refreshments of course. It’s 
going to be a lot of fun, and the hall will be humming.  

Tickets are £10 (£5 unwaged) and are available from David 
Green, 01749 673356, or from the Oxfam Shop in High 
Street, Wells. 

Come and dance the New Year in - in style! 
  

New Year’s Eve is coming soon… 
The bagpipes are the missing link between music and 
noise.-  E K Kruger 

The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a 
man carrying an indignant asthmatic pig under his arm.  
Unfortunately, the man-made sound never equalled the 
purity of the sound achieved by the pig. -  Alfred Hitchcock. 

Bring not a bagpipe to a man in trouble. -  Jonathan Swift. 

Save the earth. It’s the only planet with chocolate! 

(Are you sure? - Ed.) 

That coin in your Christmas pudding 
There is a tradition, which dates from the Middle Ages, of 
putting silver coins into Christmas puddings.  The first coins 
used were a silver farthing or penny.  After World War One, 
it became a silver threepenny bit and then a sixpence.  
Finding one was supposed to bring you good fortune, but 
probably more likely to break a tooth as you bit into the 
pudding.   

We now pay for most things with plastic or by tapping a 
mobile telephone.  In future will people put old credit cards 
or phones in their Christmas pudding?  Hope not. 

Other coins ‘appear’ at this time of year.  Chocolate coins 
are traditionally given to children at Christmas time, and in 
Jewish tradition during Hanukkah.  It is said that one night 
Saint Nicholas climbed on a roof and threw a purse of 
money down a chimney, which landed in a pair of stockings 
that a little girl had hung up to dry.  Good throw! 

Anticipation 
'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, except Papa's mouse. 
The computer was humming, the icons were hopping, 
As Papa did last minute Internet shopping. 
  
The stockings were hung by the modem with care 
In hope that St. Nicholas would bring new software. 
The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 
While thoughts of computer games danced in their heads. 

 ...and at the Christmas Day service: 

Why ‘oldies’ are golden 
The UK would be considerably poorer without its older folk. 
Research carried out by the WRVS (now the Royal 
Voluntary Service) showed that the over-65s contribute 
almost £40bn more to the UK economy than they receive in 
State pensions, welfare and health services.  

The study, which was independently reviewed, took into 
account the tax payments, spending power, caring 
responsibilities and volunteering effort of people aged 65-
plus. Furthermore, this benefit to the economy will increase 
to £77bn by 2030 as the late ‘baby boomers’ enter 
retirement.  

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


On what sort of dog a 
clergyman should own 
The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

I am absolutely delighted to hear that you are getting a dog.  
But be careful which variety you choose. First, your dog 
must be something substantial, but not prone to fighting or 
making amorous advances towards parishioners’ dogs.  A 
mongrel may be all very well for you as a curate, but think to 
the future when you are an incumbent.  Get a pedigree. It 
sets a better tone at the Rectory.  

It should also be a breed that sheds hair copiously, which 
should deter your more fastidious parishioners from 
bothering you at home. If it also drools, that is a bonus. I 
would recommend you do not get a sheepdog. They 
become neurotic trying to round everyone up as they roam 
round your lawn at the annual Summer Fete.  

It can be quite useful giving your dog a name that - 
naturally, by coincidence - is remarkably similar to that of an 
awkward parishioner. Being able to bawl out commands to 
“come”, “sit”, and “stop that”, along with the pet’s name, can 
be cathartic to you, salutary to the parishioner concerned 
and instructive to the rest of your congregation. 

Dogs keep every confidence you tell them, are infinitely 
sympathetic when you moan about the flower arrangers, 
and make an excellent audience when you rehearse your 
Sunday sermon on them. Just like my parishioners, my 
Labrador gives me a look of well-meaning incomprehension 
as I get underway, and within minutes slips into a peaceful 
doze, which continues until my sermon concludes.  

When gentlemen of the road call, before you open the door, 
make a series of very audible commands that imply you are 
restraining a ravenous beast. That your ravenous beast is 
smiling and tail-wagging, is irrelevant. It will make your 
caller hesitate to ring the bell another time. 

Dogs also provide an excellent excuse for terminating 
endless meetings, overlong phone calls, parish socials and 
even visits to the bishop. Even the hardest of hearts cannot 
stop you from dashing home to give your pet a toilet break, 
much, of course, as you would like to continue enjoying 
yourself with whoever it is you are obliged to flee from.  

But do not take them to your church council meetings. 
When difficult decisions have to be made, you can never 
rely on them voting the way you want.  My Labrador will 
wag her tail and agree with anyone. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

Family Christmas 
This Christmas, when your family gets together, remember:  
a certain friction between the generations is inevitable.  
After all, the young and the old have all the answers and 
those in between are stuck with all the questions. 

Irony: The opposite of wrinkly 

 Surprises 
I really love surprises! 
(Well, those that are quite nice) 
And Christmas time disguises 
Some pearls of treasured price! 

People’s faces when they smile 
As they loose those wrapping sheets 
Now that’s the Christmas style, 
And that is hard to beat! 

May your Christmas be surprised by joy, 
Put a smile upon your face; 
But don’t forget that baby boy – 
God’s great surprise of grace! 

By Nigel Beeton 

The Challenges of Christmas  
Christmas is a great time of year, but it’s not without its 
challenges! One household had 250,000 Christmas lights, 
but could not boil a kettle for fear of blowing the system!  

 The challenge of over-indulging 

We all remember the episode of the Vicar of Dibley, where 
she had to consume four Christmas dinners! Christmas is a 
time when we usually eat and drink far too much, the 
average person gaining 6 pounds in weight. But Christmas 
is not simply about gaining weight, but losing what weighs 
us down. ‘Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 
for you.’ (1 Peter 5:7). Whatever your concerns or worries 
this Christmas, bring them to God. 

 The challenge of overspending 

In the rush to buy Christmas cards, a woman bought a pack 
of 50 identical cards. Without reading the verse, she hastily 
signed and sent them off, but for one. A few days later she 
read the message: ‘This card is just to say a little gift is on 
the way.’ Christmas is not about getting into debt, but God 
getting us out of debt. He spent exactly what was needed 
on the first Christmas night: ‘You are to give Him the name 
Jesus, because He will save His people from their 
sins.’ (Matthew 1:21). 

 The challenge of over too quickly 

Christmas doesn’t last very long, yet the effect of the first 
Christmas is long-lasting. ‘For God so loved the world that 
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16). 
Jesus has come to bring us life in all its fullness, both for 
now and all eternity. 

How do we face the challenges of Christmas? ‘Yet what I 
can, I give Him - give my heart’. 

No room 
The Sunday School teacher was telling the story of the 
Nativity, and had just finished the part about there being ‘no 
room at the inn’.  A small voice piped up: ‘I blame Joseph. 
He should have booked.” 

Thanks
“Thanks very much for the beautiful jumper,” said Charles, 
kissing his grandmother dutifully on the cheek.    
“Oh, there’s nothing to thank me for,” she murmured.
“That’s what I thought, but Mum said I had to.”
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NATIVITY PLAY 
To see the story of the first Christmas through the eyes of 
little children makes it fresh and new. I like the story of the 
little boy who so wanted to be Joseph but was picked as 
the inn keeper instead. All went well until the nativity play 
started and Mary and Joseph arrived at the inn. The boy 
playing the innkeeper greeted them with ‘Come in Mary 
love, there’s plenty of room for you, but Joseph can get 
lost!’ 

Mary may insist that her teddy is the Baby Jesus, the 
angels may trip over their robes made from sheets, but 
every nativity play shows the wonder of the story of the 
first Christmas when the son of God was born a baby, like 
us. Tea towels used as shepherd’s headdresses and 
angels’ haloes made from wire coat hangers only serve to 
underline the humanity of it all. A baby born in a stable – a 
simple story that changes the world.  

LOTS OF LOVE  

Time to make some Christmas decorations? Cut out two 
shapes like the pattern above, one in red card, one in 
green card. Don’t forget to cut the slits. 

Interlock the 2 shapes by weaving the strips 
under and over their opposite colour. This 
will give you a heart shape. Use a little glue 
to hold them together if needed. Punch a 
hole in the top at the centre and thread with cord to hang 
your decoration. You can make lots in different colours 
and decorate them with sequins or stickers too. Nice 
symbols of love to decorate your Christmas. 

The Cat's Christmas Hymns:  

Oh, Come All Ye Fishful  
Silent Mice 
Joy to the Curled 
The First Meow  

From the Registers 2016
FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

November  1st         Brian Painter 

  4th        Peter Lionel Gerald Hollands 

       21st   Arthur Payne 

      24th       Edna Maynard  
Sheila Jenkins 

Deadline for the January issue 
Christmas is looming, so in order to collate, print 
and distribute the January 2017 issue before 
Christmas the final deadline for receiving articles 
will be Sunday 18th December. Any copy received 
after that date will be held over to print in the 
February issue, if still current.



Thursday 1   9.30 am  Meditation Group at Wells’ Museum (note change of venue) 
   11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
Friday 2 10.00 am  St Cuthbert’s Nativity Crib Festival 
Saturday 3 10.00 am  St Cuthbert’s Nativity Crib Festival 
    2.00 pm   Sarabanda Recorder Group (St Cuthbert) 
     
Sunday  4  Second Sunday of Advent 
  8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
  11.30 pm  St Cuthbert’s Nativity Crib Festival 
   
Wednesday  7 10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am   WI Choir Rehearsal and lunch at St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert (the last Lunch of 2016) 
Thursday  8   9.30 am  School Visits to St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
Friday 9   Card Shop closes 
Saturday 10   7.30 pm  Somerset Singers’ Concert 
   
Sunday  11  Third Sunday of Advent      
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at  Wookey Hole 
  3.00 pm  Christmas Music for everyone (St Cuthbert) 
  6.30 pm  Carol Service at Wookey Hole 
  
Tuesday 13   10 -12 noon    Ladies’ Group Coffee Morning at St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 14      10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
   11.00 am   Blue School rehearsals 
     7.00 pm   Blue School Carol Service (St Cuthbert) 
Thursday 15   9.30 am   Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
     1.00 am   Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
     2.00 pm   St Cuthbert’s Infants Carol Service (St Cuthbert) 
Friday 16   2.00 pm   St Cuthbert’s Junior School Service (St Cuthbert) 
  
Sunday 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent   
   10.00 am  Parish Communion  at St Cuthbert 
     followed by Traidcraft stall 
  11.00 am  Matins at Wookey Hole             
  3.30 pm  St Cuthbert’s Carol Service 
  
Monday  19   7.00 pm  Ting’s ‘Young Musicians’ Winter Concert  
Wednesday 21 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert  
Thursday 22 11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
Saturday 24  Christmas Eve  
  3.00 pm  Crib Service at Wookey Hole 
  4.30 pm  Crib Service at St Cuthbert 
  11.30 pm  First Communion of Christmas at St Cuthbert 
  11.45 pm  First Communion of Christmas at Wookey Hole 
  
Sunday 25  Christmas Day  
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
  
Monday 28 10.00 -1.00   Christian Aid Brunch at the Seager Hall 
Wednesday  30 10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 

______________________________________________
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

DIARY FOR  DECEMBER 2016

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

