
    

Henry Luellin
d. 1614

Remembrance  by Revd Valerie Bonham

As we enter the month of November I am reminded of Ophelia’s 
words in Shakespeare’s Hamlet, “There’s rosemary, that’s for 
remembrance; pray, love, remember.” November is the month of 
remembrance. We begin on November 1st with All Saints’ day 
when we celebrate that great multitude whom no one can number, 
who rejoice with the heavenly host around the throne of God. 
Some saints are of course known by name, including the patron 
saints of our two churches. But there are many more whose 
names are known to God; and we too are called to be saints. In 
the early church all the believers were aware of their calling to be 
saints, and Paul addressed his letters, “to all the saints…” 

On November 2nd we remember our dear departed loved ones 
who rest in peace and await the final resurrection at the End-time. 
It is customary to remember them at this time of the year, though 
in fact they are always in our hearts and in our prayers. “Pray, love, 
remember.” Closely linked with this is the tradition of 
commemorating those who have died in the two World Wars and 
the conflicts up to the present day. We may have family members 
who died in battle, or we wish to honour those who have sacrificed 
their lives for our freedom. Some years ago there was an attempt 
to downplay Remembrance Sunday, but new conflicts as well as 
the passing of the servicemen and women of the two World Wars 
has reminded us of the debt we owe. “Pray, love, remember.” 

So remembrance is important, not only because it is the opposite 
of forgetting, but also because this troubled world is in a process of 
being ‘dis-membered’. War, terrorism, hatred, exclusion, all 
contribute to the dismembering of peace, love, joy and toleration. 
As Christians we need to keep those words of Ophelia in mind. We 
need to pray for each other and for this troubled world. We need to 
show the love of Christ to those whom we meet, and to see Christ 
in them. Finally, we need to remember – remember our vocation to 
be saints; remember all who have gone before us; remember that 
each one of us can contribute towards building a better world. 
“Pray, love, remember.” 

Revd Valerie Bonham  

VACANCY UPDATE – NOVEMBER 2016   
Over the summer there was plenty of action.  The ‘Memories and 
Dreams’ afternoon in July led by Caroline Bruce from the Diocese 
was extremely well attended and very positive.  There were great 
ideas and thoughtful discussion which gave your Parish Profile 
writers (Piers and Antonia) lots to inspire them.  A day with the two 
PCC’s was also a very successful meeting of minds which produced 
a section summarising the joint vision of the future and of the person 
we would like to take the benefice forward.  The PCC’s approved the 
profile.  Hooray, job done! 

As part of the normal process, the profile was then sent to the acting 
Archdeacon of Wells, Kevin Roberts and the Rural Dean, Tobie 
Osmond; and also to the Bishop of Taunton, who is very keen to be 
involved in appointments.   Based on their knowledge of previous 
profiles and appointments, and (in Tobie’s case) the viewpoint of a 
parish priest, they all felt that our profile, in its present form, would not 
attract candidates.  It needed to be one blended document for the 
benefice, rather than three separate sections; and to be clearer and 
more focused.  

So, as I write this (mid-October), the profile writers and 
churchwardens are into a new round of writing and discussions with 
the Archdeacon and Caroline.  The essence will not change – the first 
one was, after all, based firmly on what people had said.  But the 
format will need to be different and the vision for the future sharpened 
up and given more focus and prominence. 

At every stage the profile will be monitored and approved by the two 
PCC’s and will, finally, be shared with the congregations.  It will 
always be YOUR document.  The hope is still that the post will be 
advertised in late November, with the aim of appointing before Easter. 

In the meantime, both churches enjoy the variety provided by the 
priests who generously come to take our services.  A time of vacancy 
is a good time for congregations to work and grow together, to do a 
bit of experimenting and to develop ‘home-grown’ skills and talents.  
I’m sure we will continue to do this over the next few months. 

Antonia
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passage way between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

A PRAYER FOR THE VACANCY 

God our Father, you love us and have called us to be your 
body in this place. 

At this time of change please send your Holy Spirit to fill us 
with vision, energy and faithfulness in prayer, that we may 
do your will and bring new life to our communities 

Guide those who are choosing our new Vicar with your 
heavenly wisdom. 

May that person be a wise and gentle shepherd who will 
work with us to fulfil your purpose for the church in our 
parishes in obedience to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen 

CTWA Dates for November 
Wednesday 16th  7.30pm Forum at Wells Methodist 
Church 

Thursday 17th 10—11.30 Denning Hall: WUC Monthly 
Informal Prayer 

Sunday 20th     6.30pm United Service at Ss Joseph & 
Teresa 

One World Fair 

Once again there was a sense of relief as the Town Hall doors 
finally closed on the third One World Fair. It had been a tiring day, 
but a brilliant one for the 30 charities involved. The Mid Somerset 
Oxfam Group, which organizes the event, reckons that about 400 
people visited it, some to support the charities dear to their heart, 
others to be curious about charities they didn’t know – or maybe 
had never heard of. Financially the Fair was, as usual, very 
successful, but the event’s success goes beyond money. The 
opportunity for charities to get to know each other and to show 
solidarity is just as important. Yes, charities do compete in modest 
ways, and each has its own particular project and aims, but their 
vision is the same – to work towards creating a world that is fair and 
just. 
  
Among the charities represented at OWF3, it was good to see 
again Christian Aid, CAFOD, Fair Trade and Amnesty International 
– all ‘founder members’ of this venture, along with Oxfam. 
  
Any highlights? Well, we should mention the musical interludes, 
especially perhaps Simply Uke, a ukulele band that had people 
foot-tapping wildly. And also – the sight of ex-Mayor of Wells Chris 
Briton prancing down High Street carrying a promotional One World 
Fair banner. Thanks to him, of course. 
  
MSOG would also like to thank Vernon Harding, Pam Pearce and 
Sarah Sheldon for their considerable help. They know how grateful 
Oxfam is, but it’s right that the parish knows too. Many local 
businesses supported the Fair, including Burns the Bread, Tesco, 
Morrisons, W. H. Smith and hw signs, and we must mention 
specially Santé Wine, the event’s official and very generous 
sponsor. Do support them when you can. 
  
Got your diaries out?  Saturday 7 October 2017 is the date for the 
fourth One World Fair. 
  
David Green 
MSOG Chair 
  

Make a good Will gesture to be proud of 

Nobody likes to think about dying, but it seems that in the UK we 
are particularly bad about confronting its inevitability. 

So Will Aid is a charity drive that targets the huge number of Britons 
who haven’t yet made a Will.  For the month of November, it offers 
you the chance to make a basic Will with a solicitor – and donate a 
small sum to charity in exchange for the service. 

A Will tells your loved ones two very important things in the event of 
your death: 
who should have your money, property and possessions; and who 
will be in charge of following the instructions you leave - your 
executor. Without this information, the law decides how your estate 
is passed on – and this may not be in line with your wishes! 

Since being founded in 1988, Will Aid has enabled legal firms to 
raise over £17 million for nine of the UK’s favourite charities: 
ActionAid, Age UK, British Red Cross, Christian Aid, NSPCC, Save 
the Children, Sightsavers, SCIAF (Scotland) and Trocaire (N. 
Ireland). 

Mothers’ Union Advent meditation 
  
On Wednesday 14 December the Mothers’ Union will be meeting in 
the Church Room at St Mary’s Church, Croscombe from 10.30am 
to 1pm for an Advent Meditation including coffee and Christmas 
nibbles. This will be the first Christmas for our newly formed 
Shepton Mallet Deanery Mothers’ Union so please come and 
celebrate with us! All are warmly invited to attend whether you are a 
member of the Mothers’ Union or not.  
  
Lynn

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 N
ov

em
be

r 2
01

6
Home Communion 

If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk)  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321).

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow



Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Festival 2016 
Thursday November 10th – Wednesday 16th November 

May I extend a huge thank you to all those who knitted memorial 
poppies for this occasion.  

There are so many good reasons as to why you knitted them and it 
has been a moving experience for us all. 

Poppies will be displayed in the following four churches in Wells 
during the dates above. Please find the time to visit the individual 
churches to see their memorials.  

St Cuthbert 
St Joseph and St Teresa RC Church  
United Reformed Church   
St Thomas 

There will also be a small exhibition in St Cuthbert’s Church 
reflecting memories of those who died in the First World War.  The 
Sunday Remembrance Day Service this year falls very near the 
100th anniversary of the final day of the Battle of the Somme. 

It is intended that this memorial festival will continue for two further 
years until the 100th anniversary of 1918. 

Rosemary Bailey  

  
Nativity Cribs and Angels - (Angel section) 

Our Festival in early December will soon be upon us.  

Like last year we are asking for your help to create a large host of 
angels. So if you have angels that you would be prepared to 
display or you would like to make or if you need help with patterns 
or have any questions etc., please contact us so that we can plan 
the display. It would be amazing if we could have an even bigger 
heavenly host this year!  Thank you. 

Rosemary and Michael Bailey 677201 or meajrb@aol.com  

  

Letter from Wookey Hole 

September is the month when the church celebrates Harvest 
Festival, particularly significant for a rural parish when the sheaves 
decorating the church come from a real working farm in the village. 

Juliet and Lucy,Polly and Louise Palmer enriched the service with 
the music of Mozart and a rather diminished choir ( a lot of our 
stalwarts were away) did our enthusiastic best with the anthem, last 
sung by me as a school girl too many years ago. It was a very 
joyful occasion and the arrangements of flowers, fruit and 
vegetables around the church were also particularly admired. 

The following weekend our Harvest Supper was held in the 
Community Hall. This was a Bring and Share meal and the cooks of 
Wookey Hole had done us proud with a spectacular array of 
delicious dishes. We had Elizabeth's usual mind-mystifying quiz to 
challenge us and a raffle with generous donated prizes. We all very 
much enjoyed a most successful evening. 

In case anyone thinks nothing appears to be happening in the 
search for a new vicar be assured that there is much activity 
involving both parishes with PCC meetings with one another,with 
Bishop Ruth and with acting Archdeacon Kevin. Please continue to 
pray that the right person might be led to apply. 

Elizabeth 

AT ST. MARY MAGDALEN CHURCH WOOKEY HOLE 

    on Sunday Dec. 4th,   4pm--6pm 
   ALL WELCOME AT 

PRE-CHRISTMAS MERRY MUSICAL PARTY 

Singing for everyone [Carols & Songs - HANDEL: Halleluia chorus] 
VILLAGE CHOIR & ORCHESTRA 

   ENTRY £2   Free Punch [alcoholic & non alcoholic] 
BRING & SHARE FINGER FOOD. 

Wookey Hole WI, October 2016 meeting  
President Jill Deane welcomed members and our speaker, an old 
WI friend, Carol Smith. Her topic was the history of the WI. So 
much has changed in that hundred years, yet much has stayed the 
same. We still cook and do craft, and we still campaign, lobbying 
the government on a wide range of issues important to our 
members, from keeping Britain tidy to women’s health and the dairy 
industry. The campaigns and the traditional banners are in many 
ways a legacy of the women’s suffrage movement, as some of the 
first WI members had marched and carried banners for that cause. 
The ‘Jerusalem’ part of the cliché was also inherited from them, 
though the ‘Jam’ came later, during WWII, when the WI was 
entrusted with the extra sugar needed for industrial scale 
production of jam for the government’s food stores. 

At first, the movement that started in Canada wasn’t taken up, but 
interestingly some farmers thought it a good idea for their wives 
and daughters to have an organisation similar to their own 
institutes. The first WI that was established, at Llanfair PG, was 
started because one of the ladies’ husbands was a member of a 
farmers’ institute.  

Carol, who has been a WI member for forty years, since she first 
moved to Somerset, has become archivist for Somerset 
Federation, without knowing quite what it entailed, because of her 
interest in social history. What she found was that there was no 
archive as such, lots of documents and artefacts had been saved, 
but were scattered in a mixture of boxes, bags, heaps and in the 
backs of cupboards. 

She brought with her a selection of magazines, pamphlets and 
programmes, saying that one thing that has been very noticeable 
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continued on next page



has been the advances in printing. At the start the publications 
were, by modern standards, rather dull and full of text, but as the 
years went by, photographs and more interesting layout were 
possible. Full advantage has been taken, and now the magazines, 
newsletters posters and calendars are bright with colour.  

Carol was thanked by Maggie, our newest member, who confessed 
that she had initially felt intimidated by the WI, but had been 
converted. 

Rose Docherty 

St Mary Magdalene - Meditations 
The church is open daily for all to use for quiet and private 
contemplation. But on  Mondays 10.00am to 10.30 and 
again at the same time on Fridays there will be Silent 
Meditation for people of all faiths or none. Do come and 
benefit from the quiet, sacred space of our lovely village 
church and share silent companionship there. 

REREDOS PROJECT – A CELEBRATION SEMINAR 

WHAT DID WE FIND OUT? 

WHAT NEXT? 

TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2016, 9.30am to 5.00pm 

AT THE OLD DEANERY, WELLS 

The investigation phase is almost complete.  The stonework and 
paint of the frameworks have been examined and analysed by 
conservators, Emma and Lynne; and the cataloguing of the 
fragments completed by Jerry. 

This day event in December (postponed from October) is an 
opportunity for everyone interested in the past and future of these 
miraculous reredoses to find out what has been achieved, and to 
discuss future possibilities. 

Lynne and Emma will take us through what they have discovered 
and their recommendations for future conservation; and Jerry’s 
findings will be presented.  In the afternoon there will be talks and 
discussion about where to go next. 

The day promises to be both interesting and important, particularly 
for the congregation and those who love St Cuthbert’s church.   

Final details will be publicised soon, but please book this date in 
your diary.  It will be well worthwhile! 

Antonia 

‘Remember, remember the 5th of November, 
gunpowder, treason and plot…’ 

This is a month of memories, not only the violent ones such as Guy 
Fawkes and those that remind us of the horror of war but also more 
personal ones no doubt.  I remember my dad whose birthday falls in 
November but who died 11 years ago at almost 98.  I remember 
him as someone who taught me what it meant to say ‘sorry’, to be 
hospitable, and to faithfully give his all to God.  He wasn’t a man of 
many words, preferring a back seat yet providing the stability and 
solidity of one who is passionate about his faith. 

Who have been the influences on your life?  Who do you remember 
as someone who has stirred your faith into being?  Who has 
encouraged you to grow in your gifts and discipleship?  Who has 
prayed for you? 

As we develop our diocesan strategy we are seeking to grow 
confident disciples who can live and tell the stories of their faith, 

who will be influencers and encouragers of the next generation.  
That’s all of us folks!  You may feel that your part is small or 
insignificant but you have no idea how something you may say or 
do will impact on another. 

This month make it one where you look to encourage someone into 
a deeper understanding of who they are in God’s great scheme.  
Perhaps there’s someone you know who needs to know God really 
loves them.  Or that they are particularly good at something and 
should think about doing more of it.  Perhaps they have a ministry 
they are not even aware of but you could affirm it.  Be part of their 
story of discovery and growth! 

+ Ruth Taunton 

A letter of appreciation from East Sussex 

Dear St Cuthbert’s, 

Thank you so much for the recent opportunity to visit your lovely 
church, especially at the time of the Heritage Weekend. We had a 
most inspirational introduction to “the story of the reredoses”, and 
then on Saturday a museum visit to see the fragments of sculpture. 

It has prompted a poem which I offer as a thank you for a very 
memorable visit, a highlight of our holiday in Wells. 

With best wishes 

Patricia Robson: 

Walled In 

“Superstitious images”, a phrase 
that plays well with men in control. 
A need to stamp out the old ways 
overrides all tenderness, all pity. 
Masons who know stone’s mystery, 
carving with patience and grace 
compelled to deface what they love. 
Relics of scorned belief are cut, 
wrenched away to fall, fracture 
piecemeal, to become fragments 
piled high, the dead on the field of battle. 

  
Like anchorites they are walled in, 
forgotten as the centuries pass. 
Found in a flurry of revivalism 
to be thrust back into oblivion. 
A diaspora banished, displaced. 
Between equinox, solstice, earth turns,  
the clocks spill, sift, tick on and on 
until a time of atonement comes. 

  
Resurrection, nesting in the white tissue 
Each piece heals, in this place of safety. 
Eyes of a saint fresh and clear 
as if newly painted, watch us. 
Folds of linen contoured precisely, 
coils of hair, gilding bright threaded. 
An embroidered neckline   
linked to a baby’s outstretched hand. 
And here between naked feet, 
cloven hooves; a camel’s head 
signal the Baptist in a hair robe. 
We are stilled by this harmony.
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St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

What started with a birthday gift to Jill Deane has turned into an 
extraordinary collection of miniatures made by her. Since joining 
Wells Miniatures Society, where she now engages in a monthly 
project—such as a pre-WW2 kitchen, hat shop in a hatbox or Peter 
Rabbit in Mr MacGregor’s veg. garden—her nimble fingers and 
imagination must keep her very busy. Jill gave us a very interesting 
talk about her hobby, and we were all amazed at the tiny things on 
display. Thank you, Jill.  

A letter of thanks was received from the First Responders for the 
£50 donation, also the extra £5 towards their petrol; we were all 
surprised to learn that as volunteers they have to raise their own 
money for their equipment. 

Pam was pleased to announce that Jane Savery has agreed to take 
over as leader of the Ladies’ Group next year. 

For the November 15th meeting, please bring—as well as yourself
—something else ‘old and sentimental’. 

Maureen 

Only in America... 

Bibles aren’t allowed in schools any more, but they are encouraged 
in prisons. If kids were allowed to read the Bible in school, they 
might not end up  in prison. 
  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT ST CUTHBERT’S  
 SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER  3.00 PM 

Avoid the Christmas shopping crowds and spend the afternoon at 
St Cuthbert’s enjoying a concert of Christmas music, old and new, 
performed by the Swan Singers. 

There will be some audience participation in favourite carols, and 
the Wells Cathedral School Junior Choir will be taking part too. 

Refreshments afterwards, of course; and it will all be over in good 
time to go to the Carol Service at St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 
later that day.  

Missing Persons 
I’ve noticed that the squirrels are beginning to gather nuts for the 
winter. 
 A couple of my friends are missing… are you in a safe place, 
fellers? 

 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 
SUNDAY 6th November   
6.00pm JUNGLE BOOK (PG)  
Fantasy Adventure 

Raised by a family of wolves 
since birth, Mowgli must leave 
the only home he's ever known 
when the fearsome tiger Shere 
Khan unleashes his mighty roar. 
Guided by a no-nonsense 
panther and a free-spirited bear, 
the young boy meets an array of 
jungle animals. Along the way, 
Mowgli learns valuable life 
lessons as his epic journey of 
self-discovery leads to fun and adventure. 

THURSDAY 10th November   
7.30pm LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP (U)  Romantic, Comedy, Drama 

Based on the Jane Austen novella ‘Lady Susan’ and set in the 
1790s Whit Stillman’s exquisite comedy of matchmaking centres on 
a beautiful young widow, Lady Susan Vernon.  “What audacity, what 
elegance!... a hilariously self-aware period comedy polished to a 
brilliant sheen. Love & Friendship is a refreshing and invigorating 
delight.” – Peter Bradshaw, the Guardian. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at the 
bottom of School Hill 
Doors open 30min before film.    Tickets on the door £6, under 
16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Wookey Hole Community Hall 

At the suggestion of The Caves management, who very generously 
donated a first prize of a night’s stay at the hotel and entry to the 
caves for a family of four, a crazy golf putting competition was held 
in aid of the hall funds. 34 intrepid ‘golfers’ ventured forth and from 
the laughter generated seemed to enjoy the challenge. A 
ploughmans meal prepared by the ladies of the committee followed. 

The evening raised £140 for our funds so, many thanks to all who 
attended. 

Mike Astle
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Church of England responds to  
Government education proposals 

The Church of England’s Chief Education Officer has responded to 
the Government’s education proposals in a blog published on the 
Church’s blogsite. 

And while the Rev. Nigel Genders is glad “that the Prime Minister 
recognises the need to ensure that the whole system serves 
everyone and removes disadvantage,” he goes on to stress that 
although the “government proposals may lead to a lifting of the cap 
on faith-based places... we remain committed to ensuring our 
schools serve their local community.  

“Our schools are not faith schools for the faithful, they are Church 
schools for the community, and we don’t propose to change that. 
Many of our schools have large numbers of children of other faiths 
or no faith.  Those that give priority to Christian children, do so in 
areas where competition for places is acute and providing places 
purely on distance from the school would mean that only the 
wealthiest, who can afford to move house nearby, can access the 
best schools.” 

Mr. Genders also commented on the Church’s plans to open new 
secondary schools, so that “more of the 800,000 pupils who choose 
a Church of England primary school education can have access to 
a secondary education that shares our vision for education which 
promotes life in all its fullness.  

NATIVITY CRIBS  and  ANGELS 
ST. CUTHBERT’S CHURCH,  WELLS 
Fri. 2nd,   Sat 3rd   &   Sun 4th December 

10am - 4.30pm  (11.30am on Sunday)

More than 200 crib sets on display 
Angels flying everywhere!

Working model village
Children’s handicraft and dressing up 
 Do YOU have a crib set we could borrow? 

It doesn’t matter if it’s old and worn, 
we’d love to borrow it. 

The displays are stewarded at all times.
If you have a set, please contact Sue Harding on 

01749 672653      sueharding@mbzonline.net
and we will include it in our display & brochure.



 On working with young 
people 
  

The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

It is quite natural for you curates to enjoy working with young 
people in your parishes; church youth clubs were created in order 
to keep the newly ordained off the streets in the evenings. But be 
assured you will grow out of it. I consent to baptise babies and 
prepare teenagers for confirmation, but beyond that my contact with 
this alien life form is kept to an absolute minimum.  

Dear Miss Thrush runs our weekly Pram Service - whose sole 
purpose seems to be to give young mothers an opportunity to 
discuss the ever-changing liaisons within the village, while their 
offspring shred hymn books and destroy the flower arrangements. I 
drop in from time to time in order to check that the more mobile 
haven’t found where we hide the matches. An infant equipped with 
that knowledge can so easily become a teenage pyromaniac. 

I can give you little advice on your youth group. When I was a 
curate, the major activity seemed to be to teach them how to wear 
gas masks, although today I imagine there is more concern about 
protecting them from other sorts of exotic chemicals.  Also, I 
suspect you are kept busy keeping the young out of the darker 
corners of the churchyard as they develop their anatomical 
knowledge – a pastime still enthusiastically pursued by each new 
generation. 

You clearly find your monthly Youth Service a deeply enriching 
experience. As far as I am concerned, if such a liturgy had been 
necessary, then Cranmer would have provided us with one. 
Endlessly repeated choruses accompanied by a guitar would make 
me warm to the Quakers. I am sure St. Paul’s services would have 
been much enriched with Hymns Ancient and Modern.  The 
disciples in hiding in Jerusalem were not even able to sing 
accompanied by an organ, which must have greatly dispirited them. 
I also feel that our Verger would be unable to cope with organising 
the strobe lighting and dry ice effects. It takes him all his time to 
remember to light the candles on the altar.   

On this matter we must differ. You must worship God in your way, 
and I in His. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

ABBEYFIELD – IT’S YOUR HOME BUT BETTER!  

Abbeyfield residents enjoy independence, friendship and support 
when the burden of managing their own household becomes too 
demanding. 

Quite simply, living on our own just gets more difficult as we get 
older! 

Loneliness and worries about running our own house grow, even if 
we are healthy and independent of spirit, but where else can we 
go? ‘Downsizing’ to an apartment in a managed, sheltered complex 
may be the answer for some, and where health fails and 24 hour 
care is needed, a residential home may be the right solution. 

But what lies between these two very different alternatives? Is there 
a place where I can keep my independence (and some of my 
furniture and precious things), but come and go as I please, yet find 
good company, too? An Abbeyfield House may be the answer. 

The Abbeyfield ‘movement’ began in 1956 and today runs over 500 
houses and 80 care homes nationwide with two such houses in 
Wells (New Street and Bath Road) which are comfortable, caring 
and secure. Our dedicated housekeepers cook two hearty meals 
each day, and provide friendly, non-intrusive support. Residents 
each have their own bed-sitting room with en-suite facilities, and 
there is a communal dining room, sunny lounge and large level 
gardens. Both houses are well managed and conveniently situated 
close to the shops and the city centre. 

The locally-run Wells society is non-profitmaking, and charges are 
kept within reach of those on low incomes. Because they do not 
provide personal or nursing care, fees may be as little as a third of 
those charged by a residential home. And for those who do need 
personal care, this can be bought in or provided by Social Services, 
just as it would be in their own home. All other services are 
included- with no more worries about fixing the roof, mowing that 
lawn, shopping or cooking. 

Both our Abbeyfield houses have been awarded the prestigious 
Core Standard award by Abbeyfield UK for ensuring that all our 
standards and procedures are in place together with five gold 
stars by the Environmental Health team at Mendip District Council.  
These are awarded for food hygiene practices, structure and 
cleaning and confidence in management of the premises.    

We currently have a vacancy in either house so please come and 
find out more: Tel: Isobel Panton on 01749 679049 or email:  
Abbeyfield-Wells@abbeyfield.com. 

Thirst things first! 

At a wedding reception I recently attended someone said, “Will all 
the married men please stand next to the person who has made 
your life worth living.” 

The bartender was nearly crushed to death! 

  
WHY IS ENGLISH SO MUCH FUN? 

“All the faith he had had had had no effect on the outcome of his 
life.” 

BECAUSE THAT SENTENCE MAKES PERFECT SENSE! 

  

Where there’s a will, there’s a way :) 

An old farmer wrote a letter to his innocent son in prison: “This 
year I’m unable to plant potatoes because I can’t dig the ground. I 
know if you were there you would’ve helped me.” 

Son replied: “You idiot, don’t dig the ground, I have hidden the 
guns there.” 

Police read the letter, next day the ground was dug up by the 
police, searching for guns, but nothing was found. 

Son wrote again: “Now plant your potatoes, Dad, it’s the best I 
could do from here.” 

  

Did Noah fish? 

A Sunday school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a 
lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?" "No," replied Johnny. "How 
could he, with just two worms?" 

Cheese 
Ban sliced cheese. Make Britain grate again. 
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St MARTIN DE PORRES 

Martin was born in 1579 in Lima, Peru, the son of a former slave. 
He grew up in poverty and was taken in by a religious order as a 
servant boy. The monks looked down on Martin because he was 
mixed-race but in time his behaviour led to the Dominican Order 
stopping their racial limits on admission and he was made a full 
brother. He worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor, starting an 
orphanage and a children's hospital.  

During his lifetime he was seen in other places. An African slave 
said Martin came to comfort him and many others. When the 
same man later saw him in Peru, he was very happy to meet him 
again and asked Martin if he had had a good voyage; but Martin 
had never left Lima. 

In pictures, Martin de Porres is shown as a young man with a 
broom, since he thought all work sacred, no matter how lowly. He 
is also shown with a dog, cat and mouse, all eating in peace from 
the one dish.   

 DOG, CAT & MOUSE 

St Martin de Porres is often shown with mice because, according 
to one story, the monastery had problems with rodents and 
decided to put traps out. Martin was so upset that he spoke to the 
mice and agreed that if they would leave the monastery, he would 
feed them at the back door of the kitchen. From that day forward, 
no mouse was seen in the monastery. 

Which of these animals do you think are actually mentioned by 
name in the Bible? 

Cat 

Horse 

Dog 

Mouse 

Lamb 

Frog 

Monkey 

Lion 

Donkey 

Ox 

Answers at the bottom of the page. 

  
How does a group of dolphins make a decision? 

Flipper coin. 

How do sheep sign their letters? 
‘Ewes sincerely.’ 

Notice on a church in Cheshire:  

‘This is the House of God, This is the gate of Heaven.’ 

(This door is locked in winter months.) 

From the Registers 2016 
CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS 

October 2nd  Amelia Rose White  
              9th  Joshua William Dawes 
             16th  Isla Rose Austin 
  

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

September  27th  Beverley Sanders 
     30th Joan Hutchings 
October  6th  Angela Ruth Axe 
      20th  Catherine Noble 
      27th  John Whiteley  
  

Sheila Jenkins 

Someone out there must be very good 
at Scrabble! 

  
Presbyterian – Best in prayer 
Astronomer – Moon starer 
Desperation – A rope ends it 
The eyes – They see 
George Bush – He bugs Gore 
The Morse Code – Here come dots 
Dormitory – Dirty room 
Slot machines – Cash lost in me 
Animosity – Is no amity 
Election results – Lies; Let's recount 
Snooze alarms – Alas! No more Z's 
A decimal point – I'm a dot in place 
The earthquakes – That queer shake 
Eleven plus two – Twelve plus one 

Rural deans
The following notice was once seen at a conference at 
Launde Abbey, the Leicestershire Diocesan Retreat 
House.  It read:  ‘Rural deans in stables.’Answer: all are in the Bible except numbers       

1 and 7, the cat and the monkey.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lima
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphanage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hospital
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broomstick
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lima
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphanage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hospital
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broomstick


Wednesday 2 10.00 am  Holy Communion  at St Cuthbert 
     11.30 am  WI Choir rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
           12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert   
Thursday 3    9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
  11.00 am   Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
     
Sunday  6  Third Sunday before Advent 
  8.00 am   1662 Holy Communion  at St Cuthbert) 
  10.00 am   Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am   Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
   
Monday    7    9.30 am  School Visits to St Cuthbert 
Tuesday 8    9.30 am  School visits to St Cuthbert  
Wednesday  9  10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
     11.30 am   WI Choir Rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
      12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday  10    9.30 am  School Visits to St Cuthbert 
    11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
   
Sunday  13 Remembrance Sunday       
     9.45 am  Service of Remembrance at St Cuthbert, followed by : 
   11.00 am   an Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial  
   10.45 am  Holy Communion at  Wookey Hole 
     4.00 pm  Hymns and Readings at Wookey Hole 
  
Tuesday 15   7.30 pm  St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group  at the Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday 16 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
   11.30 am  WI Choir Rehearsal St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at Cuthbert 
Thursday 17   9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
   11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
Saturday 19   9.30 am  Recorder Group 
  
Sunday 20 Christ the King   
   10.00 am  Parish Communion  at St Cuthbert 
   11.00 am  Matins at Wookey Hole 
     6.30 pm  CTWA United Service at Ss Joseph & Teresa 
  
Tuesday 22   2.15 pm  Blue School Founder’s Day at St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 23 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
   11.30 pm  WI Choir Rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 24 11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 

  
Sunday 27 Advent Sunday  
     8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
     5.00 pm  Advent Carols in the Cathedral 
  
Monday 28 10.00 - 1.00pm   Christian Aid Brunch at the Seager Hall 
Wednesday  30 10.00 am   Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
   11.30 am  WI Choir Rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 

______________________________________________
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

DIARY FOR  NOVEMBER 2016

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

