
    

Harvest 
Festival

Exodus - 23:16

The Art of the Garden  by 
David Scarth, Churchwarden,  
St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole

In August we went to the Edinburgh Festival for a week, it 
was a hectic mix of the serious (Bach’s St Mathew Passion 
in the Usher Hall) and the bizarre (Stand-up comedy in the 
back of a Ford Transit).  We did however find time to go to 
an exhibition at the Queens Gallery in Holyrood Palace 
called ‘Painting Paradise - The Art of the Garden’ I was 
particularly taken by a 17th century Rembrandt of the 
Easter morning encounter of Mary Magdalene (our Patron 
Saint) and the risen Jesus. 

She had found Christ’s tomb empty; two angels spoke to 
her as she wept, and when she turned she saw a man she 

thought was a gardener, because she recognized neither his 
face nor his voice.  What was so interesting was that Christ is 
shown as a real gardener with a spade in his hand, a bill hook 
in his belt and a wide brimmed hat on his head.  

In a strange way I was reminded of a 12th century Tournai font 
in  All Saints, East Meon, Hampshire with its image on the 
East face showing Adam and Eve being expelled from Eden 
by a sword-carrying angel.  The scene also depicts the angel 
teaching Adam to dig and Eve to spin.  

Adam has a spade in his hand and is working the land.  What 
struck me was the similarities of the images both have a man 
and a woman, Angels and a Temple. They both show Adam 
and Jesus as agricultural labourers working the land, tending 
the garden.  

This could be interpreted as Adam and Eve being expelled 
from Paradise at the Fall and Jesus the second Adam 
showing us the way back by his resurrection.  However Jesus 
may also be showing us that the Earth is a Paradise and that 
we, through our lack of wisdom, cannot see it.  

As he explained in Matthew 13.13 ‘Therefore speak I to them 
in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand’. 

David
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passage way between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

A PRAYER FOR THE VACANCY 

God our Father, you love us and have called us to be your 
body in this place. 

At this time of change please send your Holy Spirit to fill us 
with vision, energy and faithfulness in prayer, that we may 
do your will and bring new life to our communities 

Guide those who are choosing our new Vicar with your 
heavenly wisdom. 

May that person be a wise and gentle shepherd who will 
work with us to fulfil your purpose for the church in our 
parishes in obedience to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen 

CTWA Dates for October 
Sunday 16th  6.30pm WUC, United Service 

Thursday 20th 10—11.30 Denning Hall, WUC Monthly 
    Informal Prayer 

Memorial Service 

On Sunday 30th October there will be a service at St 
Cuthbert’s Church at 3.00pm to remember all those who 
have died during the last eighteen months. 

Families for whom we have conducted funerals or who 
want to remember someone are invited to come to the 
service and light a candle in their loved ones’ memory. 
There will be prayers, readings and hymns from the 
services. 

Alistair 

Christmas is coming! 
The St Cuthbert’s Christmas Festival will be held from 
Friday 2nd December to Sunday 4th December when once 
again we will be displaying hundreds of wonderful Crib sets 
in the church and being visited by an Angel host.   

As before it would be lovely to have help beforehand and 
during the festival.  This year we are looking in particular for 
someone (or several someones) to run the children’s area.  
This was very successful last year but, of course, we will not 
have Suse to ‘manage’ it this time.  Vernon will be looking 
for volunteers to act as stewards, the Baileys will be chasing 
angels,  and offers to help with setting up and taking down 
would be very welcome.   

Most of all, of course, we need nativity sets and angels.  So 
please get busy with your imaginations, creativity and 
fingers! 

Any questions, comments or offers of help?  Contact any of 
the organising group:  that’s   Jill Deane, Vernon and Sue 
Harding, Graham and Patsy Barrow, Rosemary and Michael 
Bailey, and me. 

Antonia 

St Cuthbert’s Reredos and the  
Heritage Open Days 

What a fantastic four days we have had! 

We have shared our excitement about the Reredos project 
with hundreds of people. We have face painted, decorated 
Bishop's mitres, listened to glorious music courtesy of the 
Swan Singers and the Tudor organ, baked dozens of 
scones and poured countless cups of tea. 

Huge thanks to everyone who has helped and to those 
committed to other HODS events, on holiday etc  who have 
sent us good wishes. 

It's been an utter joy to work alongside such an amazing 
team. 

We have been overwhelmed by the enthusiasm and interest 
of our visitors and spurred on to thinking about phase two. 

 Patsy 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk)  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321).

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow 



St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Our well-attended Group were given a very interesting talk 
about the NHS Ambulance Service and First Responders, 
who all do an excellent job. Unfortunately, some of their 
time and resources are wasted by non-emergency calls to 
999.  

First responders are on call at weekends on a voluntary 
basis,arriving before an ambulance is available, and they 
explained how effective and easy it is to use a defibrillator, 
which was demonstrated by June Marks-Cockett. The only 
defibrillator in Wells is situated in the Town Hall, and is 
unavailable when that is closed. However, in real 
emergencies do not hesitate to ring 999! 

The next meeting is on October 18th. 

Maureen Simon 

Concert coming up in St Cuthbert’s Church 
Saturday 15th October at 7.30pm: The Architecture of 
Music -  a choral concert by Vox Coelestis, conductor Nigel 
Short, in aid of the Reredos Project. 

One World Fair 
Saturday 8th October 

in Wells Town Hall, 10am to 4pm 

Over 30 charities, both local and national, will be in the 
Town Hall with Oxfam, including Amnesty International, 
CAFOD, Christian Aid, Ethiopiaid, Greenpeace, Traidcraft, 
Fair Trade, Mendip Vegetarians, Transition Wells. Some will 
have goods to sell – handcrafts, books, Christmas cards 
and calendars, Fair Trade food, cakes and so on. Some will 
be asking people to sign their campaigning petitions. Other 
charities will be looking to increase their membership. One 
or two will be hoping to form new support groups.  All of 
them will be keen to talk about the issues that motivate 
them, and to answer questions about their work. There will 
be a full programme of talks by different charities. 

Again, there will be music. And lots of it! Noelle Burville will 
play her dulcimer; Aisha will dance to her African drums; the 
Axbridge Singers will serenade us. 

There will be an area to sit down for lunches, and tea and 
coffee will be available throughout the day. 

Entry will be by voluntary donation, but Oxfam’s main 
intention is to make sure that the event fairly hums with 
hundreds of well-wishers. The One World Fair, first 
launched in 2014, is already a major annual event in the 
Wells calendar. 

David Green 

The Einstein Quiz 
The next quiz is on Friday 7th October in St Thomas’ church 
hall. The Golden Box is down to two envelopes this time! If 
you want a table, please contact Michael Bailey as soon as 
possible: phone 01749 677201 or email:   meajrb@aol.com 

Ride and Stride 2016 
We decided to move our Ride and Stride walk for a week, 
as it was clashing with Heritage Open Days - and thanks be 
to the Lord for this decision! On Saturday 17th September 
we were blessed with the best walking weather possible - 
sunshine and a gentle cooling breeze - perfect! 
Unfortunately none of St Cuthbert's 
walkers were able to join us, so at 
the end it was just Antonia, her 
friend Lizzy and me striding this 
year.  

We started at St Cuthbert's a few 
minutes after 10.00 and followed 
West Mendip Way to Wookey Hole. 
We reached St Mary Magdalene 
about 40 minutes later, stopped to 
take a picture and moved on - 
taking the Monarch Way towards 
Priddy. Climbing the Mendips was 
literally breathtaking, but we were rewarded by the fantastic 
views! We reached St Lawrence in Priddy just in time for a 
lunch break. I haven't been to Priddy Church before and 
found it really interesting. From Priddy we headed back to 
West Mendip Way towards Draycott. It was much busier 
than Monarch Way, we met a group of DofE students and a 
lot of runners taking part in Uphill to Wells Relay. We also 
saw some gliders taking advantage of the weather. Views 
on the way down were as beautiful as the ones above 
Wookey Hole - this time we enjoyed the panorama of 
Mendips, Brean Down and Bristol Channel. We reached our 

final Church - St Peter's in Draycott - about 2.30 and then 
took the bus back to Wells, passing three more Churches 
on the way! 

We walked for 15 km - or 10 miles  and so far have raised 
almost £200 for Somerset Churches Trust (we will get 50% 
of the final sum for St Cuthbert's) - we are really grateful for 
the generosity of our sponsors!  

Please visit St Cuthbert's Facebook page:     
https://www.facebook.com/stcuthbertswells   for more 
pictures. 

Maria Komornicka 
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Letter from Wookey Hole 
We are very grateful to all those in the village who 
contributed so generously to Gift Day this year, to the team 
of ladies who produced  refreshments and the musicians 
who entertained us.It was a very enjoyable morning and 
also raised more money for the work of the church than the 
previous year's.  

As usual we celebrated our Patronal Festival to remember 
St Mary Magdalene, with Evensong, at which we were 
joined by Christians from the other churches in Wells, 
followed by refreshments in the garden. Also as usual we 
were blessed by good weather,so if you want to plan a 
summer event. . . .. 

Instead of the church fete this year we had a new departure, 
a Talent Competition . A sincere "thank you" to Paul Cannon 
and Nicky Amos for being the able judges and to Julia 
Scarth for a large part of the organising of the event and the 
Mistress of Ceremonies. The first half of the programme 
was musical when we had a variety of entries widely ranging 
in age. The winner was a very gifted violinist, Poppy 
McGhee who delighted and moved the audience by her 
(and accompanist Angela Greenwood's ) playing of Ladies 
in Lavender by Hess and will subsequently perform at the 
Wookey Hole Music Festival. In the second half, competitors 
read poems, some they had written themselves,the 
successful performer was Maureen Forrest reading her own 
poems. Throughout the afternoon Sue Lee and her team 
served teas in the church grounds. 

On August the 28th St Mary Magdalene was full to 
overflowing for the christening of baby Rory Phelps in the 
church where his parents were married and many 
generations of his family had been baptised. We send our 
best wishes to him for a long and happy life. 

The following weekend a group of our congregation joined 
St Cuthbert's to celebrate  their Patron Saint and enjoy a 
delicious meal afterwards- a very happy occasion.One result 
of the vacancy has been to provide opportunities for our two 
congregations to come together, both in thoughtful planning 
and socially, which is a really positive step towards a joint 
future of greater co operation.  

Elizabeth Talbott 

  

St Mary Magdalene - Meditations 
The church is open daily for all to use for quiet and private 
contemplation. But on  Mondays 10.00am to 10.30 and 
again at the same time on Fridays there will be Silent 
Meditation for people of all faiths or none. Do come and 
benefit from the quiet, sacred space of our lovely village 
church and share silent companionship there. 

Wookey Hole WI, September 2016 
meeting  

After our summer break, busy as it was with sunlit activities, 
we met in force at our September meeting, including 
members who had been away with poor health. President 
Jill Deane presented a bouquet on behalf of members to our 
retiring secretary Joan Hill, who has decided that, at the age 
of 96, it’s time to hand over a job she’s been doing since 

2009. Before that she served for many years in other posts 
with our WI. She was previously a member of Rylstone and  
District WI in Yorkshire, but moved to Somerset some years 
before it became famous as the home of the Calendar Girls. 

Jill welcomed our speaker Andrew McElwee, who told us 
about his time working as a manager for the National Trust 
property at Polesdon Lacey in Surrey. It was very apparent 
that it was a demanding job that needed a sense of humour 
as well as efficiency. 

He found that because of a theft, all the valuable items had 
been put in the safe. So the house was in an empty and 
uninteresting state, instead of showing how the owner had 
lived in it. So a new alarm system was needed; this was 
rather unexpectedly tested in the middle of the night. 
Together with a colleague he investigated, to find that a bat 
had triggered the burglar alarm. It was hiding behind the 
heating and was impossible to chase out, so the system had 
to be turned off, and a patrol conducted for the rest of the 
night.  

Another bat, found dead, was also a problem, an autopsy 
was needed, but had to be delayed. Storage in the fridge 
was a necessity, but the volunteers, who had not been 
warned, were rather alarmed when they accidentally opened 
the bag it was in, while looking for cake for their coffee 
break.  

We were amused to hear that he woke one night thinking he 
could hear intruders, but his wife was annoyed at being 
woken, as they were not in the staff flat in the stately home 
in the middle of a vast estate, but on a day off in their own 
considerably smaller house in town, where hearing other 
people was only to be expected. Andrew was thanked by 
Rose for his interesting inside look at the National Trust, 
which has given us an insight ahead of future visits. 

Rose Docherty 

Mothers’ Union 
  
Following a very enjoyable and thought provoking afternoon 
at the Bishops Palace in August, the  next meeting of the 
Mothers’ Union for the Shepton Deanery is on Thursday 6th 
October in Doulting Church at 11 .30 a.m. with the theme of 
'Wholeness and Healing' led by Rev Jonathan Hunter Dunn. 
This will be followed by a bring and share lunch. All are very 
welcome to come to this whether you are a Mothers’ Union 
member or not! We look forward to seeing you there. 

Lynn Rendell 
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Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
We held our first meeting of the Autumn on 6th September.  
Our speaker on this occasion was David Sutcliffe who gave 
us a very interesting talk on Folk Music and music of the 
Edwardian era.  

Hundreds of folk songs were collected in Somerset and 
were mainly sung by working class people. Some of the well 
known songs were Wraggle Taggle Gypsies, Barbara Allen, 
and Dashing away with the Smoothing Iron. Working class 
youngsters also enjoyed music hall. Folk songs told a story 
maybe of unrequited love, war and crime, seasonal songs 
for Wassails, or comic and childrens songs. 

King Edward the 7th reigned from 1901 – 1910 and his reign 
was more relaxed than that of Queen Victoria, and the 
Edwardians of that time enjoyed brass bands, comic opera 
and ragtime. As they were more affluent they were able to 
buy gramophones which would have cost £4,  in today’s 
money £400. Edwardians also liked to sing parlour songs 
such as Come into the Garden Maud, Daisy Daisy, and On 
Mother Kelly’s Doorstep. 

Charles Marson was the vicar of Hambridge near Langport; 
he was also a writer and journalist. He was engaged to 
Chloe Bayne, a student at Newnham College Cambridge, 
they emigrated to Australia and married there. Whilst there 
he met Cecil Sharp, a music teacher at Ludgrove School in 
London. When  they returned to England, Charles  invited 
Cecil to Somerset to help collect and preserve folk songs 
that were being sung locally.He made 30 trips to Somerset 
and in that time, travelling by bike or train, he talked to 350 
folk singers and found that the songs they sang they had 
learned through family or ballad sheets. In total there 1640 
folk songs in the collection. So Somerset proved to be very 
important in folk  music. 

David told us a little piece of Wookey Hole history, that in 
1901 there was a population of 332, of whom 93 worked in 
the Paper Mill, and there were 63 children at school.  In 
1902 the Wells Operatic Society was founded, and Wells 
Cathedral Oratorio fin 1896, with a tradition of singing 
Handel, Mendelssohn and Sacred works. 

David finished his talk by singing a couple of folk songs.  

 Our thanks were expressed for a very informative and 
entertaining afternoon. 

Our next meeting is on October 4th in Wookey Hole 
Community Hall at 2.30 p.m. 

New members are always very welcome; for further details 
contact Margaret on 675415. 

Lyn Astle 

Where two or three are gathered… 
A lady was describing the small attendance at her local 
church.  ‘We were so few last Sunday that when the vicar 
began ‘Dearly beloved,’ I blushed.” 

If you understand it… 
When you get to the point where you really understand your 
computer, it's probably obsolete.  

The power of encouragement 
Looking ahead, I am excited that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury is visiting our diocese for three days in 
November. I’m excited because he’ll be praying with us, 
encouraging us in our new strategy to put mission and 
evangelism at the heart of everything we do, and 
encouraging us at parish level to be active in our local 
communities.  The programme for 7th to 9th is still being 
finalised, but I am delighted he will be visiting all three 
archdeaconries, meeting farmers and overseas students, 
leading a prayer walk, speaking in several venues and 
hopefully experiencing and enjoying something of the 
scenery he will see as he travels among us. 

I have had the privilege of meeting Archbishop Justin on a 
number of occasions and I am humbled and encouraged by 
his faith and commitment.  Inevitably in just three days he 
will only get a snapshot of the Diocese, but I know that all 
who meet him or hear him speak will be moved by his deep 
personal commitment to Christ.  It is clear that his 
relationship with Jesus and his life of prayer are at the very 
heart of all that he is and does.  I look forward to his stay 
with us and the leadership that he offers to our Church and 
our nation and internationally in his daily ministry. 

Encouraging others is part of the ministry of the Body of 
Christ and so this October can I encourage you to join in 
with Thank Your Vicar Week which is 16 – 23 October. We 
all respond well to appreciation and encouragement and 
whilst the work of our clergy often goes unnoticed I’m sure 
each one of us can think of a special moment when we’ve 
received something through the ministry of our clergy. This 
is the grace of God, working through the Holy Spirit and 
through his followers. We are all called to be followers, 
disciples of Christ, and we pray that through our lives and 
the lives of those around us that the Kingdom of Heaven 
comes closer and that God’s love is known more clearly. As 
we grow as disciples we come to see more of God, we 
experience more of his grace and we discover more of the 
good things he has planned for us all. 

So, I’m excited about the Archbishop’s visit but I’m even 
more excited about what’s already going on in our lives and 
our parishes and all this is still to come. As we continue to 
walk with Jesus and listen to his words we come to 
understand and experience more of his love.  This starts 
with prayer as we open ourselves to God and respond to the 
love he has for us. And it continues with encouragement. As 
we meet and share with each other we can bear one 
another’s burdens and rejoice in the amazing grace that we 
find in our togetherness.  

As autumn comes upon us and as we approach the cold of 
winter may we warm one another with fellowship and love.  
As the evenings begin to draw in let’s make time for some 
stillness and quiet to discover the peace which floods our 
lives when we turn our hearts and minds to God. 

Yours in Christ, 

+Peter Bath & Wells 

No 
A curt reply to a bishop who had suggested that a certain 
incumbent consider moving read:  

Dear Bishop,  I REMAIN, yours faithfully…. 
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 On how long a sermon 
should last 
The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

  

My dear Nephew Darren 

I am afraid we will never agree about the appropriate length 
of sermons. Your 50 minute exposition on the theology of 
St. Paul concerning women wearing hats in church is, I am 
sure, of real interest to you.  But as your sermon slowly 
unfolds, I suspect it will prompt quite a different concern 
among your congregation.  Have they set the oven timer to 
come on too early?  

Whenever I even hint that a matter of theological 
importance may be about to appear in one of my sermons, 
an expression of benign incomprehension comes over my 
congregation.  You know the look – you see it on golden 
Labradors whenever they try and work out what their 
owners are telling them.  

There are certain sure signs that should warn you when you 
have preached for long enough. One is when members of 
the congregation reach for their prayer books to try to work 
for the umpteenth time how the date for Easter is 
calculated. The organist turning on the blower when you say 
“and finally” is another.  

Most members of the congregation will count the number of 
dead flies on the windowsills during your sermon.  But when 
you can see members of the congregation counting the 
numbers in the congregation counting the numbers of dead 
flies, that is absolute proof that it is time to stop. 

There has only been one occasion when I preached for 
longer than my standard eight minutes. Our former organist 
was in the habit of taking his dog for a walk during the 
sermon. I knew I had to carry on preaching until I heard the 
latch on the vestry door for the second time.  That meant he 
was back, and ready to play the last hymn. Unfortunately 
one Sunday, his dog ran away.  

While he searched for it over every field in the parish, I 
spent the intervening two hours reading the greater part of 
Leviticus, discussing the food laws set forth in 
Deuteronomy, and arguing for a Deutero-Isaiah. I was 
headed for the Babylonian exile when we all heard the 
vestry door re-open.  

After the Service, the congregation left looking as though 
they had just been rescued from a major shipwreck. And at 
the next church council meeting, we unanimously voted to 
buy our organist a stronger lead. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

Cheap at the price 
A little boy was pestering his parents for a baby brother or 
sister.  They kept telling him ‘maybe one day, but we can’t 
afford one yet.’  Then one Sunday the little boy dragged his 
parents over to the noticeboard at the back of church.  It 
was advertising a coming sale at the church, and 
announced:  ‘Children: free’ 

Bye bye 
Our lay preacher is from France, and occasionally amuses 
us with using words slightly out of context.  One morning, 
coming to the end of a long sermon, he solemnly assured 
us:  “Just a few more words, and then I will definitely 
decease.” 

Ouch 
A lady who had been absent from church for some weeks 
due to an illness proudly told her new doctor:   ‘The Vicar 
dropped on me.” 

With Halloween in mind... 
A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised.  
Curious, one of her colleagues at work asked her what it 
was like to be a Christian.  

The lady was caught off guard and didn't know how to 
answer.  Then she saw the office ‘jack-o'-lantern’ on a 
nearby desk and blurted: "Well, it's like being a pumpkin." 

Her colleague asked her to explain that one. And so she 
said:  “Well, God picks you from the patch and brings you in 
and washes off all the dirt on the outside that you got from 
being around all the other pumpkins.  

“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out 
from inside you. He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, 
greed, etc.   

“Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light 
inside of you to shine for all to see.   

“It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine or 
come inside and be something new and bright." 

Are you something new and bright?  Will you be smiling 
today, and shining with His light? 

Angels? 
The slightly harassed minister stood on the railway station 
platform with a number of lively Sunday School children, 
while the two Sunday School teachers went off to buy 
tickets.  A porter came up to him and asked:  ‘Excuse me, 
are you St Michael and all the Angels?’ 

Not any more 

Two young tourists went into a Quaker Guest house in 
Lakeland.  As they were strangers, the warden approached 
them and asked;  ‘Are you Friends?’   The answer came 
back politely,  ‘Oh no, not now, we are married.’ 
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St  FRANCIS 
4th October is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi. When 
Francis came to God people thought he had gone mad 
and even his own father disowned him. But Francis’ 
simple way of life soon attracted others. He and his 
companions went out to preach two by two. Unlike the 
preachers and priests that people were used to, they wore 
sackcloth and went barefoot. They were different in other 
ways too; they lived a very simple life and celebrated 
God’s creation.   

And to Francis all of God's creation was equally important. 
In one famous story a wolf had been eating people. The 
town wanted to kill the wolf but Francis talked the wolf into 
never killing again. And the townspeople made sure that 
the wolf always had plenty to eat.  

Even blindness did not discourage Francis’ spirit when he 
wrote his beautiful ‘Canticle of the Sun’ praising God 
through the miracle of His creation. Francis died aged 
only 45, worn out with years of poverty and wandering.  

SWIM, FISH, SWIM 

How do you make a paper fish swim? Cut a fish shape 
from a sheet of ordinary writing paper. Make it 10-12cm 
long, and decorate it making sure that the colours won’t 
run when the fish gets wet. In the centre of the fish’s body 
cut a small circle and then a very narrow slit from the tail 
to the circle. 

  

  

     Now, keeping its surface dry, gently lay the fish on the 
surface of a bath or large bowl of water and carefully 
place a few drops of cooking oil into the central hole. The 
oil will expand through the slit and drive the fish through 
the water. 

   

What’s black and white and 
goes round and round? 

A zebra stuck in a revolving door.  
  

Why did the homeless turtle cross the road? 
To get to the Shell station. 

Choice 
Why do Americans choose from just two people to run for 
president, and  50 for Miss America?  

Lost in translation 
Sign on a door in Istanbul:  
American dentist – 2nd floor.  Teeth extracted by a 
new Methodist. 

Thank you, Dr Luke! 
‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the bed that I lie on’ 
- my grandma taught me that one. At least it meant I never 
forgot the names of the writers of the four Gospels. This 
month Luke, the writer of the third of them, has his feast 
day – 18th October.  

He was, we learn from the letters of St Paul, a ‘physician’ - 
an educated man and probably the only one of the writers 
of the New Testament who was not a Jew. In modern 
terms he was Turkish. Paul took him as one of his 
missionary team on a long journey around the Middle 
East, and they clearly became close friends. Under house 
arrest later in his life Paul could write, ‘only Luke is with 
me’. 

However, it is his Gospel which has established him as a 
major figure in the history of the Christian Church. Mark’s 
Gospel may have more drama, Matthew’s more prophetic 
background and John’s a more profound sense of the 
mystery of the divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is 
utterly and believably real. This man turned no one away, 
reserved his harshest words for hypocrites and religious 
grandees, cared for the marginalised, the poor, the 
persecuted, the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is 
full of people we can recognise - indeed, in whom we can 
often recognise ourselves. 

He was also a masterly story-teller. Try, for instance, the 
story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this 
time) not as a sacred text but as a brilliant piece of story-
telling: subtle repetitions (‘your son, this brother of yours’), 
believable characters, drama and profound emotion. 
There is the older brother, so cynical about his sibling’s 
alleged reformation, the ‘prodigal’ himself, so hesitant 
about throwing himself on his father’s mercy after the folly 
of his earlier behaviour, and there is the father, of course, 
abandoning the dignity of his role in the family and 
actually running to welcome his wretched son’s return.  

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than in any of 
the others, but also more poor people, more lepers, more 
‘sinners’ and tax-collectors, more ‘outsiders’ who are 
shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. This, for many of 
us, is the great Gospel of inclusion and compassion. Here 
is a Jesus for the whole world and for every one of us. 
Thank you, Dr Luke!  

David Winter 
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6 Wookey Hole Cinema Club Film 
Thursday 13th October  
7.30pm SING STREET (12A)  Comedy-Drama 

A boy growing up in Dublin during the 1980s escapes his 
strained family life by starting a band to impress the 
mysterious girl he likes. 

“Cornily heart-warming, it’s an absolute delight and a 
welcome relief from the shock and bore of the typical 
multiplex blockbuster.”  Radio Times. 

“Sing Street is the most romantic movie you'll find 
anywhere these days, brimming over with music, fun and 
the thrill of first love.”  Peter Travers, Rolling Stone. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film. Tickets on the door £6, 
under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Women of World War One  
is a unique production:  a portrait of women's lives, their 
stories told in their own words, with rarely-heard music for 
piano and strings by female composers of the era, 
performed by Jacquelyn Bevan (piano), Jamie Hughes 
(violin) and Linda Stocks (cello). The readings - from 
letters, diaries, autobiographies and poems – are 
narrated by Petra Schofield and Barbara Ingledew, and, 
matched by the music, the whole performance runs ‘in 
sync’ with a specially commissioned film of exquisite slow 
moving images. 

“Whilst researching the script and music we discovered 
many local connections. Adela Maddison was a regular 
performer at the Glastonbury Festivals of the early 1900s, 
composing songs to Indian poems and other exotic 
lyrics,” says Jacquelyn Bevan. “Frome Museum sent us a 
fascinating story of the egg collecting depot’; Mells, of 
course, has the connection with Margot Asquith; and Elsie 
Hillier from Haydon made it into the local paper when she 
wore her brother’s trousers to make it easier to work on 
the farm. A scandal!” 

On Thursday, 20th October at 7.30pm, Women of World 
War One comes to Wells & Mendip Museum. The 
performance, organised by the Inner Wheel Club of Wells, 
is in aid of the New Horizon Mother & Baby Centre.  

Tickets £10 available from: 
 www.ticketsource.co.uk/msw   or tel. 01761 233982. 

   

German stamps 

For more details about Women of World War One  
visit www.musicianssouthwest.com 

Is the internet taking over your life? 
Ofcom, the media watchdog, has issued some sombre 
warnings based on a recent survey of national internet 
habits: 

- More than half (59%) of all 50 million internet users in 
the UK say they are addicted to surfing the web.  (That 
includes 45 per cent of the over-65 age group who are 
using the internet.)   

- We now spend an average of more than 24 hours each 
week online. 

- Huge numbers of us have neglected housework, been 
late for work, and even walked into people on the street, 
because we simply could not put down our digital 
devices. 

- The internet is damaging our social and working lives.  
Around a third of us have avoided friends and family in 
order to stay online, while a quarter of teenagers are late 
for school because they are online.   

- A third of us have attempted a ‘digital detox’.  One in six 
of us has even chosen a holiday destination with no 
online access. 

Meanwhile, perhaps most awesome - a quarter of adults 
admit to sending a text or instant messages to someone 
in the same room as themselves while at home.   Why not 
just say something?  

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/msw
http://www.musicianssouthwest.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/msw
http://www.musicianssouthwest.com


Lingering in Happiness 
After rain, after many days without rain, 
It stays cool, private and cleansed, under the trees, 
And the dampness there, married now to gravity, 
Falls branch to branch, leaf to leaf, down to the ground 

Where it will disappear—but not, of course, vanish 
Except to our eyes. The roots of the oaks will have their share, 
And the white threads of the grasses, and the cushions of moss; 
A few drops, round as pearls, will enter the mole’s tunnel; 

And soon so many small stones, buried for a thousand years, 
Will feel themselves being touched. 

Mary Oliver 

Refugee and Migration Day  
at Wells Cathedral 

Monday 10 October 2016, 2.00pm 

A variety of speakers will be presenting a series of short talks 
from 2pm in the Nave of Wells Cathedral exploring the topic 
“Migration – The Next Move”, including a representative from 
Somerset County Council who will be giving a brief summary of 
local projects. The event (which will be chaired by Bishop Ruth 
Worsley) is followed by refreshments in the Cathedral’s 
Education Room, a ‘Question Time’ informal discussion and 
opportunities to explore how we might make a difference. 

The event is free although donations will be welcomed on the 
day to cover costs; we hope to have enough voluntary 
contributions to be able to make donations to related charity 
projects. 

To book: you are welcome to turn up on the day but we cannot 
guarantee availability. To secure your place, please book via the 
Cathedral’s website at www.wellscathedral.org.uk 

St Cuthbert’s Parish Harvest Supper 
Harvest Supper this year will be a two-course buffet (bring your 
own drinks) in the Elim Connect Centre on Saturday 1st October, 
7.00 for 7.15pm. Tickets £11.00, from the parish office. Tea & 
coffee £1. Raffle for the Livingstone Children’s Project.  
Entertainment & singing!  

All are welcome. 

From the Registers 2016 

WEDDINGS 
August 27th   Andrew Patrick Goswell & Chantelle Frances White 

September 17th Craig Richard Davey & Azure Frances Crosby 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

September 13th  Nicholas (Nick) Glasby 

     16th  Lilian Mary Aline Brown 

    22nd  Brian Rodgers 

     23rd  Roy Collins 

  Sheila Jenkins 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

http://www.wellscathedral.org.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
http://www.wellscathedral.org.uk


Saturday 1 7.00 pm   St Cuthbert’s Harvest Supper at the Connect Centre. 
  
Sunday 2 St Cuthbert Harvest Festival 
    8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert’s 
  10.00 am  Harvest Festival Communion at St Cuthbert .  
  12 noon  Baptism at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion (Wookey Hole) 
   
Wednesday         5    10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
       12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday            6 69.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 
      11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
Saturday 8        10.00 am  Christmas Card Shop opens at St Cuthbert  
     
  
Sunday 9 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
  12 noon  Baptism of Joshua Dawes at St Cuthbert 
   6.30 pm  Evensong at Wookey Hole   
   
Tuesday  11          7.30 pm  Deanery Synod in the Trinity Chapel 
Wednesday 12        10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 13        11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
Saturday 15         7.30 pm   Vox Celestis Concert 
  
Sunday 16 Twenty First Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am   Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Morning Prayer at Wookey Hole 
   
Tuesday 18          7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group at the Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday 19        10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
     11.00 am  WI Choir rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
       12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 20     9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel    
     11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
    2-3.00 pm  Reredos Project at St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday  23 Last Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Parish Communion at Wookey Hole 
   
Wednesday 26        10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  WI Choir rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 27        11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
  
Sunday 30 All Saints 
  8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
             3.00 pm  Memorial Service at St Cuthbert
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