
    

     

The joy of ordinary  by Revd  Canon David Winter

For those who attend to such ecclesiastical details, the 
Church is now in what it calls the ‘Ordinary Season’. It 
doesn’t mean it’s going to be bland, boring or predictable in 
church at the moment (or at any rate, no more than usual), 
but that following Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, there are 
no great festivals of the faith to celebrate until we get to 
Advent, and that’s not till the end of November. For a few 
months, we can forget the high days and holidays and 
simply concentrate on, well, being ‘ordinary’. 

Personally, I find that rather encouraging. All my life I’ve 
been a person who enjoys the ordinary. Even on holidays 
which I’ve enjoyed, I’ve secretly looked forward to getting 
home and picking up the familiar routine. The dictionary 
defines ‘ordinary’ as ‘with no distinctive features, normal, 
usual’. Well, I think everyday, ordinary, normal, usual life 
still includes plenty of ‘distinctive features’ – surprises, too.  

To me an impressive feature of the biblical gospels is how 
normal and ordinary most of it seems. Yes, there are those 
mighty acts of power which we call miracles, but the setting 
of them is about as ‘ordinary’ as you could get: a cattle-
shed, a lakeside, a fishing boat, a garden, a little girl’s 
bedroom, a wedding party.  

It’s in the rich raw world of the ordinary that God does 
wonderful things, just as it’s in the routine of daily life that 
kind words are spoken, the sick healed, the sad comforted. 

I’m sometimes more aware of God in these ‘ordinary’ settings 
than in the extraordinary splendour of a great cathedral. Long 
live the ‘ordinary’! 

David Winter 

Oops - caught in the act! 

A PRAYER FOR THE VACANCY 

God our Father, you love us and have called us to be your 
body in this place. 

At this time of change please send your Holy Spirit to fill us 
with vision, energy and faithfulness in prayer, that we may do 
your will and bring new life to our communities 

Guide those who are choosing our new Vicar with your 
heavenly wisdom. 

May that person be a wise and gentle shepherd who will work 
with us to fulfil your purpose for the church in our parishes in 
obedience to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passage way between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

CTWA Dates for September  
Thursday 15th 10—11.30 Denning Hall, WUC Monthly 
Informal Prayer 

Sunday 18th     6.30pm St Thomas United Service 

St Cuthbert’s Harvest Supper 
Harvest Supper this year will be in the Elim Connect Centre 
on Saturday 1st October, 7.00 for 7.15pm. Further details to 
follow. If you would like to be part of the entertainment, 
please see Jane Savery with ideas. 

Christmas is coming! 
The St Cuthbert’s Christmas Festival will be held from 
Friday 2nd December to Sunday 4th December when once 
again we will be displaying hundreds of wonderful Crib sets 
in the church and being visited by an Angel host.   

As before it would be lovely to have help beforehand and 
during the festival.  This year we are looking in particular for 
someone (or several someones) to run the children’s area.  
This was very successful last year but, of course, we will not 
have Suse to ‘manage’ it this time.  Vernon will be looking 
for volunteers to act as stewards, the Baileys will be chasing 
angels,  and offers to help with setting up and taking down 
would be very welcome.   

Most of all, of course, we need nativity sets and angels.  So 
please get busy with your imaginations, creativity and 
fingers! 

Any questions, comments or offers of help?  Contact any of 
the organising group:  that’s   Jill Deane, Vernon and Sue 
Harding, Graham and Patsy Barrow, Rosemary and Michael 
Bailey, and me. 

Antonia 

Concerts coming up in St Cuthbert’s Church 
Friday 2nd September at 7.30pm: The Gesualdo Six—
beautiful unaccompanied choral music from the renaissance 
to the present day. Tickets £12 (free for under-18s). 

Saturday 15th October at 7.30pm: The Architecture of 
Music -  a choral concert by Vox Coelestis, conductor Nigel 
Short, in aid of the Reredos Project. 

Church Notices that didn’t quite make it…
A talk on drugs will be given at the next Mothers’ Union 
meeting.  This will be followed by a Bring and Buy Sale.

A sudden gust of wind took all who were at the ceremony by 
surprise.  Hats were blown off and copies of the vicar’s 
speech and other rubbish were scattered over the site.

The Rector is on holiday this month.  Local clergy will be 
celebrating with us all the Sundays that he is away.

Don’t allow anxiety to kill you.  Let the church help.

Don’t miss the Young Wives’ Victorian evening next month.  
It will be a fun night and some of the women will wear 
clothes.
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk)  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321).

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow 



St Cuthbert's Patronal Festival 

  
  

  
Sunday 4th September, 10.00am 
  
  

  

  
Followed by Parish Meal (£5) 

  
Lamb and Vegetarian Options 

  
  

Tickets from Piers in church or 01749 938449 
  

?   ? ?
Quiz Night

in aid of the Children’s Society 

at the Britannia Inn

Sunday 25th September 

at 7.00 for 7.30
  

Tables of four at £4 per head

To book ‘phone 01749 679678

or book at the Britannia 

by 18th September 

RAFFLE      FREE NIBBLES

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
The game on Tuesday 16th August at Chew Valley Lake 
was”Find the Shade”, when 22 of us met for a cream tea. It 
was HOT, but what a lovely tea; even the scones were 
warm, as they were freshly baked. It really was too warm for 
a walk by the lake, except for a couple of hardy souls. 

Next meeting is on September 20th in the usual place, 
when Gavin Smart will be talking about First Responders. 
There will be a food Bring and Buy. 

Pam 

Memories and Dreams 
It was wonderful to see so many of the congregation on the 
afternoon of 6th August, particularly as it was such a sunny 
day and I’m sure there were many other tempting ways to 
spend the time!  It was especially pleasing to have some 
members of St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole with us. 

I so enjoyed hearing people’s memories and I’ll try to 
include some in future magazines.  There were also many 
thoughtful contributions about the future of the church and 
they will all be reflected in the Profile we are putting 
together for those interested in applying to be our vicar.   

I felt that there was huge warmth and love there and we 
came out of the afternoon with so many positive 
suggestions and ideas.  Thanks to Caroline Bruce for 
leading the event and thank you all for being there and 
taking part so enthusiastically.  It was brilliant! 

Antonia 

Ride & Stride, Saturday 10th September 
In aid of Somerset Churches Trust 

Antonia and I are planning to do a sponsored walk on the 
day, starting about 10am in St Cuthbert’s, then going to 
Wookey Hole, Priddy and Draycott—then either take a bus 
back to Wells for tea in the Methodist Church or walk 
another mile to Rodney Stoke and catch a bus back from 
there. We would be delighted if more people could join us  :) 

Maria 

One World Fair 
Saturday 8th October 

in Wells Town Hall, 10am to 4pm 

Over 30 charities, both local and national, will be in the 
Town Hall with Oxfam, including Amnesty International, 
CAFOD, Christian Aid, Ethiopiaid, Greenpeace, Traidcraft, 
Fair Trade, Mendip Vegetarians, Transition Wells. Some will 
have goods to sell – handcrafts, books, Christmas cards 
and calendars, Fair Trade food, cakes and so on. Some will 
be asking people to sign their campaigning petitions. Other 
charities will be looking to increase their membership. One 
or two will be hoping to form new support groups.  All of 
them will be keen to talk about the issues that motivate 
them, and to answer questions about their work. There will 
be a full programme of talks by different charities. 

Again, there will be music. And lots of it! Noelle Burville will 
play her dulcimer; Aisha will dance to her African drums; the 
Axbridge Singers will serenade us. 

There will be an area to sit down for lunches, and tea and 
coffee will be available throughout the day. 

Entry will be by voluntary donation, but Oxfam’s main 
intention is to make sure that the event fairly hums with 
hundreds of well-wishers. The One World Fair, first 
launched in 2014, is already a major annual event in the 
Wells calendar. 

David Green 
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Busy, busy, busy! 
‘The night has passed and the day lies open before us. Let 
us pray with one heart and mind’.  Words with which we 
begin morning prayer.   

September can often be one of the busiest months of our 
church calendar.  I suppose it’s partly because holidays 
have come to an end, children have returned to school, and 
we feel the need to get back into the swing of all those 
meetings!  Somehow we feel we must have a PCC due to 
the summer break (never mind that the legal requirement is 
just 4 meetings a year); or we want to fit in a confirmation 
course before Advent; or there’s all those appointment 
interviews to be had if we want someone to start in the new 
year. 

Busy, busy, busy!  Last month Bishop Peter spoke about our 
first diocesan strategic priority as putting mission and 
evangelism at the heart of all we do, ‘living and telling the 
story of Jesus’ love for us’.  And if we are going to be able to 
fulfil that charge then we must underpin our ‘ living and 
telling’ with prayer.  Otherwise it will just be about giving 
busy people more things to do.  As we enter into that 
conversation with Jesus so we will be able to discern what is 
important, where we should focus our efforts and what we 
may need to stop in order to do so. 

Earlier in the summer we heard the Sunday gospel of the 
story of Mary and Martha, welcoming Jesus into their family 
home.  He evidently found their home to be a place of 
welcome and hospitality, somewhere where he could relax 
and be himself. 

We were once invited to dinner with a couple who we had 
got to know through church.  It was an amazing evening, a 7 
course dinner, in effect Christmas with all the trimmings 
although it was summer.  There were even silver 
candelabra!  I found out later that Rose had never had folk 
round for supper before.  She’d purchased the candlesticks 
specially.  Over the next few years we got to know them well 
to the point where we all could relax over a coffee rather 
than be worrying about dropping peas on the carpet. 

Prayer needs to become part of our daily bread and butter 
where we don’t find ourselves self-conscious but entering 
into the welcome of family.  Where sitting and listening with 
Mary or sharing our worries and concerns as Martha did 
becomes a natural way of living.  And where we can hear 
the voice of Jesus encouraging and challenging us in our 
living and telling of his story of love. 

+ Ruth 

Letter from Wookey Hole 
This last month has been a very eventful one, full of 
occasions both sad and joyful. We began by saying 
"goodbye" to Tom Mason and remembering and celebrating 
a good, full life of someone much loved by his family and by 
the village where he had lived and to which he had 
contributed for so many years. 

A week later came the funeral of Simon Parrish whose life 
was cut tragically short. Knowing his time was limited Simon 
had consciously lived it to the full, experiencing a very 
happy marriage to Chloe, a lot of travel and a valuable 
career in the field of third world development. The many 
friends who came to the Deerleap and subsequently to the 
Club to commemorate that life bore witness to the 

impression he had made and the affection and respect he 
inspired. 

July 9th happily saw a very joyous event here with the 
marriage of Jane Scarth to Ben Messih. This was a real 
country wedding which began with the bridal procession 
from the family home to the church, beautifully decorated 
with traditional garden and wild flowers. After the ceremony 
the bride and groom were transported to their Deer Leap 
reception on a tractor decked with flowers and hay bales. 
The festivities went on late into the night with feasting and 
dancing and a bonfire.  A truly memorable occasion. 

Our Gift Day was very successful with the generosity of the 
village exceeding last year's total. Juliet had arranged an 
orchestra to play, as donors dropped in to enjoy 
refreshments provided by Beryl, Edith and Nicky and even 
joined in some communal singing. 

The following day we observed our Patronal Festival with a 
traditional Evensong  in which we were joined by Christians 
from other Wells churches  

And afterwards we chatted over drinks and nibbles in the 
church grounds. Amazingly, in this disappointing summer, 
we have had good weather for all the events mentioned. 

Finally, a sad note for us. Les and Mary Perrett have now 
left Wookey Hole. We thank them for all they have done, 
and send best wishes for a happy new life in Keynsham. 

Elizabeth Talbott 

The buzzards 
  

The buzzards are sun-high, 
he and she, tracking, 
sliding, slipping, tacking. 
  
They mind us not at all, 
he and she, proud, 
disdainful, against the cloud. 
  
The bond crow-broken, they flee, 
he and she, far-eyed, 
far-seeking, feather-wide. 

Retreat has dignity, style, 
he and she, resigned, 
patient, leave them behind. 
  
Then tumbledown, like twigs, 
he and she, falling, 
wings tangled, near stalling. 
  
They regain level flight, 
he and she, and lazily they 
scorn us out of sight.   

David Green 
  

Golf  
‘I play Second World War golf,’ one clergyman confessed to 
another.  ‘You know – out in 39 and back in 45.’ 
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Living Memory Project.  
Wookey Hole WI commemorates the  

Battle of the Somme centenary  
  
The Commonwealth Graves Commission invited WI's to get 
involved in its ‘Living Memory Project’ in order to 
commemorate the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. It 
was suggested that we might visit the graves of WW1 
soldiers who were buried in our locality and stage a 
commemorative event.   

       
Wookey Hole WI took up the challenge and not only visited 
several graves in the area, but the grandchildren of our 
secretary made crosses adorned with poppies and 
messages and placed them on the military graves. Many of 
the soldiers would have died as a result of their wounds or 
influenza.  
         
We expanded our tribute to the fallen by creating a WW1 
exhibition which featured stories of our own family members 
and those of local people who were part of the conflict. A 
bring and share lunch at Wookey Hole gave us time to view 
the fascinating and often poignant items.  
      
The children who took part in our project not only learnt 
about the Battle of the Somme, which took place from July - 
November 1916, but they were able to explore their own 
family history too.  
         
Thanks to Wells Museum for introducing us to Andy Webb 
and Sue.They assisted us in our research and loaned us 
some amazing exhibits including a WW1 helmet, shells and 
other military items.  
  
Jill Deane   

Visit 
A bishop visited a primary school in his full episcopal attire – 
with his mitre, robes and bishop’s crook or crozier.   A little 
lad’s mother asked him later what he had thought of the 
bishop’s visit to his school.  The little boy replied:  ‘It was 
great – now I know what a real crook looks like!’ 

Permission 
Extract from an official letter notifying residents of a new 
boundary road:  ‘It is hoped to take the new by-pass through 
the old cemetery, provided we can get permission from the 
various bodies concerned.’   

On what clergy should wear on their feet 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Thank you for sending me the photograph of you having 
your face painted at your parish's ‘Fun Day’ - although I 
can't help feeling that to label an event ‘fun’ is the most 
effective way of draining it of all amusement whatsoever. 
Why on earth can't parishes continue with the traditional title 
of ‘Crowning of the Rose Queen and Fete’, equally 
traditionally grimly enjoyed to the accompaniment of 
thunder and torrential rain. 
However, the one thing that caused me the greatest 
concern in your photo was the fact that you were wearing 
sandals. Sandals are only to be worn by Franciscan monks 
(without socks) and holidaymakers on Blackpool 
promenade (regrettably, generally with socks). I know that 
you will argue that Jesus wore sandals. This was mainly 
because reliable pairs of brogues had yet to be invented, 
but also because He lived in a hot, dry country. We live in   a 
cold, wet one.  

The only appropriate colour for footwear for a parish priest is 
black and the only appropriate material is leather - although 
I will concede that can create difficulties. Wet leather shoes 
and polished marble sanctuary floors are a potentially lethal 
combination.  

I well remember as a curate when old Canon Griffith entered 
the Sanctuary, having just got drenched coming from the 
Rectory. His feet moved across the marble floor some miles 
per hour faster than the rest of his body. Had he landed face 
down, the congregation may have assumed he was 
reverently prostrating himself before the altar. But lying in a 
supine position, staring in a dazed state at the rafters, only 
conveyed inappropriate indolence, when he should be at 
work. 

However, do not take the alternative of wearing crepe soles. 
I suspect your present church will be fully carpeted - it 
seems to go with your sort of theology - and there will be no 
problem. But crepe soles and any sort of polished stone 
floor are a truly disastrous mixture. The slightest movement 
will make it sound as if you are being followed by a swarm 
of demented frogs. 

Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 

Cucumber 
A small boy asked his mother for a cucumber to take to 
Junior Church.  A slightly puzzled mother complied.   

Later she asked what it had been used for.  ‘Sorry, mum,’ he 
confessed.  ‘I got it wrong.  We were supposed to bring a 
newcomer.’
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Reredos Project update 
Work is drawing to a close on this summer’s investigation of 
the church’s beautiful medieval reredos and their 
sculptures. We’ll be celebrating with a series of special 
events to tie in with the national Heritage Open Days 
(8th-11th September).  

Specialist conservators Lynne Humphries and Emma 
Norris, who inspected the reredos frameworks at the start of 
June, will be opening a temporary workshop hosted at Wells 
and Mendip Museum. They’ll be assessing a selection of 
the reredos sculptures and this will be the first chance in 
decades for the public to see these wonderful treasures ‘in 
the flesh’. Special tours of the workshop will be held on 
Thursday 8th and Friday 9th September at 11.15am, 2.15pm 
and 3.15pm. Places will be limited so please arrive in good 
time! 

Meanwhile, there will be lots going on at the church. Hidden 
Histories tours, focussed on the reredos, will be running at 
10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm on 
Thursday 8th, Friday 9th and Saturday 10th September. 
Alongside these there will be special activities for families, 
including an explorer challenge, face painting and a make-
a-hat craft activity. Do bring friends and family!  

On Sunday 11th, the 10am service will include a discussion 
with Jerry Sampson, a local buildings archaeologist, who 
will talk about what it was like to worship in the medieval 
church. In addition to Hidden Histories tours at 11.30am, 
12.30pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm, we’ll be treated to 14th and 
15th century music performed by the Swan Singers at 
2-2.20pm and 3-3.30pm, including anthems by Byrd and 
Gibbons. There will also be music from the same period 
played on an organ which is a meticulously researched 
reconstruction of an instrument built around 1540. Dominic 
Gwynn, who undertook the reconstruction, will give a brief 
talk at 2.20-2.30pm. The café will be open and we are 
hopeful we can serve cream teas. 

We hope it will be a fitting and fun-filled celebration of a very 
exciting project and it would be great to see you there.  

Judeth Saunders 

THE WINGFIELD ORGAN 

You may have noticed that a strange colourful object has 
appeared in the south transept.   It is one of three organs 
researched and built by Dominic Gwynn in 2001.  It is based 
on early 16th century soundboards found in Suffolk, and on 
the earliest English and Spanish pipes and mechanism.  
The discovery of the soundboards, together with knowledge 
of the surviving music, information held in contemporary 
records and evidence of fragments from other organs, gave 
enough information to make an instrument which reflects 
16th century English practice and design. 

   

Now we can recapture a lost tradition and explore anew the 
heritage of one of the richest periods of English music.  It 
was on organs like this that Tallis and Tye played, for which 
Byrd and Bull wrote their early keyboard music, and on 
which Gibbons, Weelkes and Tomkins learned their craft. 

The organ is in St Cuthbert’s as part of the celebration of 
the Reredos Project during Heritage Open Days from 
Thursday 8th to Sunday 11th September.  It will be used 
during the Sunday 10.00am service and for a medieval and 
Tudor music concert with the Swan Singers at 2.00pm and 
3.00pm that same afternoon. 

For more details (or for permission to play) please contact: 

Martin Goetze and Dominic Gwynn 
1 East Workshops, Welbeck, Worksop, Nottinghamshire 

S80 3LW 
Phone 01909-485635 or email : 
dominic@goetzegwynn.co.uk 

Website: www.goetzegwynn.co.uk  

or phone Antonia Gwynn (churchwarden) 01749-675955  

The Deanery and Heritage Open Days: 

As I work in the Old Deanery Garden I wondered if you 
could also mention that both it and the Old Deanery building 
will be open 10-4 on Saturday 10th September? There will 
be tours of the Old Deanery Building, and people can look 
round the Garden, a reconstruction of what was grown by 
Dean William Turner in Tudor times.  

Mary Martin 
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In the Bible there are many 
accounts of Jesus healing 
people. You can read about 
one in Mark’s Gospel, chapter 
2, verses 3 - 12. I like this one 
because it is about friends.  

The four men made a tremendous effort to bring their 
paralyzed friend to Jesus. When they reached the house 
where Jesus was it was surrounded by lots of people; 
they could have given up and gone home. But they didn’t. 
What did they do?  

At that time houses had flat roofs and a stairway outside 
the house that led up to the roof. The four men broke 
through the roof and lowered their friend down on his bed. 
Imagine all the faces looking up and wondering what was 
going on as the dust, earth and lumps of wood fell down! 
Then the Bible says "When Jesus saw their faith…"  

The all important change came from faith - not from the 
faith of the man but from the faith of his friends. One 
man’s life changed forever because of four good friends 
and one Best Friend, Jesus.  

OVER & UNDER? 

The answers to all of these are either OVER or UNDER… 

1. When a car passes another vehicle. 

2. In London, they call it the Tube. 

3. A thick winter garment you wear outside. 

4. Dungarees, or worn to do a dirty job. 

5. One way to throw a ball. 

6. Another name for a funeral director. 

7. When someone falls off a boat. 

8. Knickers, vests etc. 

 (Answers below right)

Children’s understanding of the Bible 
can have a charm all its own…   

A deacon is a mass of inflammable material. 

The Pharisees fasted in public but in private they 
devoured widows’ houses. 

Today wild beasts are confined to Theological Gardens. 

The natives of Macedonia did not believe, so St. Paul got 
stoned. 

A Republican is a sinner mentioned in the Bible. 

French Leave 
On a school trip to France, the teachers were reminding 
the children about behaving properly.    

‘...and’, said the headmaster, ‘what do you do if one of 
the children falls overboard?’ ‘Shout for help, sir,’ said 
one boy.  

‘Good. And what do you do if one of the teachers falls 
overboard?’  

‘Which one, sir?  

CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARDS SHOP NEEDS 
MANAGER 

Here’s your chance to help dozens of charities – have 
you retired recently or are you looking for a new 
challenge. Would you like to help raise valuable funds for 
more than 30 charities? 

Cards for Good Causes is looking for a manager to co-
ordinate its Wells multi-charity Christmas card shop from 
early October until early December. 

Although it may seem early to talk of Christmas cards, to 
help raise as much as possible Cards for Good Causes 
needs to recruit someone to help manage the shop as 
soon as possible. 

No special skills are needed for the role – just plenty of 
common sense, enthusiasm and commitment. The 
manager’s duties include supervising the day-to-day 
running of the shop, organising a rota of voluntary helpers 
prior to opening, re-ordering stock and relevant 
paperwork. 

This year Wells will be one of more than 300 outlets 
across the UK operated by Cards for Good Causes 
Limited, who have run a shop in Wells since 1988! It 
would be a shame if it was unable to run in 2016 and we 
are grateful for the continued support they have given us 
over the years. 

Additional volunteers are always welcome to staff the 
shop – could you spare a morning or afternoon each week 
to help? 

To find out more about the management (which can be 
shared) or helping as a volunteer, contact Louise 
Johnson, Area Organiser, on 07918 776688. 

Priddy Rural Crafts Fair 
This Fair is being organised on Priddy Green on Saturday 
24th September. It is a free event with crafts, music, 
demonstrations, food and bar, children’s activities etc., all 
taking place as part of the implement sale. 

Bible sense 
Being married to a woman who reads her Bible can have 
its drawbacks.  When a man protested to his wife that 
wiping dishes was not a man’s job, his wife replied simply: 
“2 Kings 21:13”, and handed him a tea towel.  Later he 
looked it up:  ‘And I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a 
dish, wiping it and turning it upside down.” 

Answers
1.  overtaking   2.  Underground 

3.  overcoat   4.  overalls  5. underarm  
6.  undertaker  7.  overboard  8. underclothes 



The story behind the Hymn:   
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, 
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;  
Fully absolved through these I am 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame… 

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Some of the most unlikely people become Christians, never 
mind go on to write much loved hymns.  People like Count 
Nicholas Ludvig Von Zinzendorf, for example.  He was born 
in 1700 into a fabulously wealthy family in Saxony, and 
after law studies at the University of Wittenberg, had set 
out to travel in great style.  But Zinzendorf got only as far 
as an art gallery in Dusseldorf before he had a Damascus 
Road experience.   

For here Zinzendorf encountered a painting of Christ.  His 
head was bowed and the inscription read:  ‘This have I 
done for thee, and what hast thou done for me?’   

Zinzendorf was stopped in his tracks.  He could not give 
any answer to the question.  Like Paul, the encounter with 
the living Christ left him awed, shaken and confused.  He 
returned to his large estate in Berthelsdorf in inner turmoil.  
It was a spiritual crisis that would change the course of his 
life.  For, at 22, on his wedding day, he and his bride put 
aside their rank of nobility in order to follow Jesus. 

Shortly after this Zinzendorf met a member of the Moravian 
Brothers, an Order which had been founded 300 years 
earlier by John Hess of Bohemia.  He welcomed the 
brotherhood to live on his estate, and within ten years 600 
Moravians had arrived.   Zinzendorf divided them into little 
missionary groups, and sent them off across the world.   

Thus the Moravian Brothers went to Greenland, Holland, 
India, America and the Indies.  In all, they had 165 missions 
scattered around the world.   They accepted disease, 
poverty, loneliness and persecution in their determination to 
follow their Master.   

Zinzendorf was not only a leader and visionary, he was 
also a poet – he wrote 2,000 hymns.  This one was penned 
while he was on board a ship set for the West Indies in 
1739. 

In late 1741 Zinzendorf himself began a mission to the 
Indians of Pennsylvania.  As it was only four days to 
Christmas, he named the little colony Bethlehem.  Today it 
is a great steel centre, and the Moravian capital of the 
USA. 

The former Count spent his vast wealth on missions, and 
when he died at 60 there was not even enough money left 
to pay for his grave.  He had laid up his true treasure in 
Heaven, instead.   

Wookey Hole Cinema Club Film 
Thursday 8th September 

7.30pm RAMS (15) Comedy-Drama 

This drily funny and touching 
farming yarn was the winner of the 
Un Certain Regard award at the 
Cannes Film Festival 2015. 

Set in a remote Icelandic farming 
valley, two brothers estranged for 40 
years without having spoken a word 
to each other band together to try 
and save what’s dearest to them - 
their flocks of sheep, which 
authorities want destroyed. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film.    Tickets on the door 
£6, under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Women of World War One is a unique production:  
a portrait of women's lives, their stories told in their own 
words, with rarely-heard music for piano and strings by 
female composers of the era, performed by Jacquelyn 
Bevan (piano), Jamie Hughes (violin) and Linda Stocks 
(cello). The readings - from letters, diaries, autobiographies 
and poems – are narrated by Petra Schofield and Barbara 
Ingledew, and, matched by the music, the whole 
performance runs ‘in sync’ with a specially commissioned 
film of exquisite slow moving images. 

“Whilst researching the script and music we discovered 
many local connections. Adela Maddison was a regular 
performer at the Glastonbury Festivals of the early 1900s, 
composing songs to Indian poems and other exotic lyrics,” 
says Jacquelyn Bevan. “Frome Museum sent us a 
fascinating story of the egg collecting depot’; Mells, of 
course, has the connection with Margot Asquith; and Elsie 
Hillier from Haydon made it into the local paper when she 
wore her brother’s trousers to make it easier to work on the 
farm. A scandal!” 

On Thursday, 20th October at 7.30pm, Women of World 
War One comes to Wells & Mendip Museum. The 
performance, organised by the Inner Wheel Club of Wells, 
is in aid of the New Horizon Mother & Baby Centre. Tickets 
£10 are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/msw  or tel. 
01761 233982. 

   

 German stamps 

For more details about Women of World War One  
visit www.musicianssouthwest.com

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.musicianssouthwest.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.musicianssouthwest.com


Irish Square Dancing   
at  Dinder Village Hall BA5 3PE 

Thursdays from September 1st, 8 p.m. ’til 10 p.m. 

It’s fairly disciplined, with a bit of brain work;  sets of 4 
couples;  

with Irish dancing we don’t have to point our toes and jump 
in the air. This is not Riverdance. 

We very much swap dance partners so that a newbie to 
this sort of dancing dances with someone who knows the 
ropes a bit. So come on your own, or in a group, or with a 
partner. 

We have a Caller - a friendly atmosphere so asking 
questions is absolutely O.K.   Mainly we dance to cds.   
But we do have musicians every so often.   Once you 
become hooked, I’d better let you know the health warning 
- it can become addictive and we join up for transport and 
go to Wotton-under-Edge where we have a superb live 
band; also once a month to Colyford, near Seaton, Devon.  
Plus various weekends - Basingstoke; Halsway Manor for 
workshops and ceilis; and of course to Ireland. 

Thursdays - £3 including refreshments - you may know the 
hall - it warms up quickly, good floor, excellent kitchen. 
  We also have a day of dance on the first Sunday of each 
month, 11 a.m. for a teach-in/workshop until 1 p.m.   A 
shared lunch and a bit of a ‘jamming session’ maybe;  then 
a ceili from 2.30 ’til 5 p.m. £6 for the day.    

 Phone 01458 210051 or email:  
paulrharper@btopenworld.com. 

Squig Chesney 

Where? 
The poster read:  Where will you be on Judgment Day?   
The graffiti below read:  Still waiting for the Stafford bus. 

From the Registers 2016 

CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS 

July   24th Hazel Rose Ryall 

 “ Florence Ivy Smith 

          31st Mason Levi Vowles 

August 7th James Peter Union 

          21st Evie Willow Grafton-Hill 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Daniel Kenneth Morgan & Maria Dawn Harvey 

Joseph John Burnell & Gillian Mary Buzzard 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

August 12th Vernon Matthews 

  Sheila Jenkins 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk


DIARY FOR  SEPTEMBER 2016 

Thursday 1 9.30 am Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel
   11.00 am Holy Communion at Bubwith House

Friday 2 9.30 am LPAs Meeting in the Trinity Chapel
7.30 pm Concert - Owain Park at St Cuthbert’s

Saturday 3    11.00 am Reredos Tour at St Cuthbert’s
1.00 pm Renewal of Marriage Vows in the Trinity Chapel
2.30 pm Heritage Open Days meeting in St Cuthbert’s

 
Sunday 4 St Cuthbert Patronal Festival 

8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert’s
   10.30 am Joint Communion Service with Wookey Hole, followed by 

 Parish Lunch in St Cuthbert’s. 
 2-4 pm Swan Singers  at St Cuthbert’s

Wednesday 7   10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert
    12 noon Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert

Thursday 8   11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)
Hidden History Tours, with children’s activities at St Cuthbert

Friday 9 Hidden History Tours, with children’s activities  at St Cuthbert
Saturday 10 Hidden History Tours, with children’s activities at St Cuthbert

Sunday 11 Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
  10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert
  11.00 am Holy Communion at Wookey Hole
  11.00 am Hidden History Tours at St Cuthbert
   6.30 pm Evensong at Wookey Hole  

Wednesday 14   10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert
    12 noon Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert’s

Thursday 15 9.30 am Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel
   11.00 am Holy Communion at Bubwith House

Saturday 17 1.30 pm Marriage of Craig Davey & Azure Crosby at St Cuthbert’s 

Sunday 18 Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
  10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert
  11.00 am Morning Prayer at Wookey Hole

Tuesday 20 7.30 pm Ladies’ Group at the Lawrence Centre
Wednesday 21    10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert

12 noon Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert
Thursday 22    11.00 am Holy Communion at Bubwith House
 
Sunday 25 Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

  10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert
  11.00 am Harvest Festival at Wookey Hole

Wednesday 28   10.00 am Holy Communion at St Cuthbert
12 noon Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert

Thursday 29    11.00 am Holy Communion at Bubwith House
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