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Welcome  by Revd Jennifer Cole

A couple of months ago, the PCC decided to explore the 
theme of welcome with the congregation. We had a 
‘welcome’ service at which we were encouraged to wear 
name badges, to sit somewhere else to where we normally 
sat and to talk to those around us.  

Our second service with a focus on welcome is on Sunday 
29 May. In addition to special services,  I was asked to run 
a workshop for those whose ministries is one of welcome – 
the teams, who each Sunday welcome people to St 
Cuthbert’s, handing out books and notices.   

We met over two Saturday mornings a couple of weeks 
apart and there was ‘homework’ to be done in between. 
Those taking part were asked to complete a hospitality 
audit looking afresh at the area as you approach the 
church, the porch, the noticeboards, and what happens 
during and after the service.  Taking feedback from the 
audit, raised some points which will be presented to the 
PCC for possible action.  

We also spent some time looking at what the Bible has to 
say about welcoming: why, who and how should we 
welcome. Below are some biblical passages which you 
may want to look up 

Why: Romans 15:7, or Luke 15:2 or Luke 15:17-24 

Who: outsiders as well as ourselves (Luke 9: 10-11); visiting 
Christians (Acts 15:4); enquirers (Acts 28:30); children (Matt 
18:2-5) and strangers (Matt 25:35) 

How: even-handedly (James 2:1-4); royally (Galatians 4:14) 
and personally (Luke 5:38&39) 

As part of our course on welcome we spent some time 
discussing and reflecting on Luke 7:36 – 50. Here Jesus is 
invited by a Pharisee to his house for a meal and a woman 
who lived a sinful life came with an alabastar jar of perfume, 
and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began 
to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

As a church this will be the topic for our welcome service on 
29 May. (If you missed the service and would like to find 
out more, just ask me for a copy of the reflection.)  

The importance of welcome cannot be underestimated. The 
attention given to a person perhaps visiting a church for the 
first time, a smile, that first sentence are all crucial as we play 
our part in growing God’s Kingdom. Its not something only for 
those who are on duty as welcomers or sidespeople – as 
Christians we are all called to welcome others – so do have a 
chat with the teams and see how you can play your part in 
creating a welcoming church.  

Jennifer Cole - Associate Priest 
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Au revoir 

We seem to give them back to You, O God, who gave 
them to us. 
Yet as You did not lose them by giving,  
So we have not lost them by their return. 
Not as the world gives, do You give, O lover of souls. 
What You give, You do not take away; 
for what is Yours is ours also if we are Yours. 
And life is eternal and love is immortal, 
And death is only the horizon,  
and a horizon is nothing save the limit of our sight. 
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further; 
Cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly; 
Draw us closer to Yourself  that we may know ourselves  
to be nearer to our loved ones who are with You. 
And while You prepare a place for us,  
prepare us also for that happy place. 
That where You are, we may be also for evermore; 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

William Penn 1644—1718 

Thank you all so much!
These really are final parting words from Alastair and Bid! 
We just wanted to say a big “thank You” to members of the 
two churches for the lovely and positive way in which our 
time here in Wells and Wookey Hole drew to a close at the 
start of May. 

On May 1st St Mary Magdalene organised a typical Wookey 
Hole church celebration after the morning service – and it 
was lovely to be with everyone and chat and reminisce and 
our huge thanks for the very generous gift we received! 

April was a series of “lasts” – including last Infants School 
Service, last Junior School service, farewells from clergy 
chapter and the “Christians Together in Wells” church 
leaders’ monthly group. 

Then after the farewell from Wookey Hole the week saw 
further ”goodbyes” from the Bubwith Chapel Thursday 
communion, Abbeyfield residents, Fletcher House weekly 
communion service, and the Bishops of Bath & Wells and 
Taunton. 

And finally the marvellous big service at St Cuthbert’s with 
so many clergy, the Archdeacon, the Mayor, two school 
choirs, and a congregation of so many known and loved 
people from the last six years and further back in my 
ministry – right back to Kenilworth and 1977! 

And another extremely generous cheque – thank you all so 
much everyone for turning an ending into a celebration.  

So now Bid and I have moved away from Wells which we 
have loved as a place for over 25 years – we take with us 
many memories and much experience. And leave you with 
our love and good wishes for you and your journey through 
life, into Life. 

Alastair  

Bishop Peter’s June Message
‘To be or not to be – that is the question.’  Or perhaps we 
should say ‘to stay or not to stay – that is the question’.  
June 23 is EU Referendum Day and some commentators 
say it is the most important election most of us will vote in. 
The difficulty seems to be, for me at least, to know what the 
real issues are and how these should be assessed and 
weighted. Financial, political, economic and social 
arguments have been presented by both sides and there is 
seemingly no consensus as to which arguments are the 
most persuasive or compelling.   

In all that I have heard to date, however, there seems to 
have been too much emphasis upon self-interest (‘what we 
might get out of it’) and not enough being said about service 
and mutual flourishing (‘what we can put into it’). Of course, 
it is important to consider what the impact on staying or 
leaving would be on the UK, but there is another important 
question which we need to consider - what can we 
contribute as a nation to the development, security and 
prosperity of other countries in the world and would that be 
best served by staying or by leaving? 

As we know, opinion polling is not an exact science but 
analysts seem to agree it might be close.  Research 
suggests younger people are more likely to vote to remain 
in the EU, while older voters tend to favour leaving. My hope 
is that we will all make it a matter of focussed and sustained 
prayer. Let’s pray that this will serve to unite rather than 
divide the UK and, whatever the outcome, that the UK will 
continue to seek the peace and welfare of all. Let’s pray for 
God’s peace and blessing on all the nations of the world. 

Rt Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells 

Interregnum arrangements: enquiries 
At the standing committee meeting on 3rd May it was 
decided that the telephone number for all enquiries 
(including baptisms, weddings, pastoral visits etc.) should 
be the parish office number 01749 676906 which is open 
from 10-12 on Monday to Friday (ansaphone available). 
Messages will be passed on to the appropriate person. 

A Big Thank you! 
Rosemary and Michael would like to say a very big thank 
you to all our friends at St. Cuthbert’s who have given 
amazing help, support and prayers during our recent 
illnesses.  We are delighted to be able to get back to 
normal.
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Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow
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16 New - Mothers’ Union! 
  
We launched our new Mothers' Union group based in the 
Shepton Mallet Deanery in April! About 20 of us met at St 
Peters' and St Paul's in Shepton Mallet to celebrate  
Communion together led by Rev Jonathan Hunter Dunn. 
We thought about our aims in Mothers' Union about  
supporting families and considered ways we could  help  
people in our local community. We then had a lovely lunch 
at Peppers! 

We have agreed to meet regularly. Our next get-together is 
entitled "Call to Pray" when we will pray and have a Bring 
and Share lunch! We are meeting at Oakhill Church on 
Tuesday 7 June from 12 noon to 2pm. 

Do come and join us - you will be very welcome! 
  
Lynn Rendell 

Letter from St. Mary Magdalene. 
In April, as required, we held our Annual Parish Church 
Meeting when reports were given on the state of the 
parish.Although like churches in many places our numbers 
are shrinking through ageing it was felt St Mary Magdalene 
was mostly in good heart - offering plans for the future, a 
friendly welcome for all and healthy integration with village 
activities. 

May 1st was, sadly, Alastair's last service with us and we 
held a farewell gathering over refreshments to present him 
with a cheque and flowers to Bid to wish them a happy 
retirement. 

Archdeacon Nicola has held several meetings, both formal 
& informal to discuss arrangements for the vacancy & the 
appointment of a new incumbent. Our PCC is fully involved 
with the PCC of St. Cuthbert’s in all this. Here the vacancy 
should be an interesting time with several new faces to 
take our services. 

David & I, as re-appointed church wardens, attended the 
Archdeacon's Visitation in Glastonbury to be sworn in for 
this year. 

On June 12th we are having a very special service, led by 
Jennifer Cole, to celebrate the Queen's 90th Birthday. Do 
please come to honour & give thanks for a wonderful life of 
dedication, service and Christian witness. 

Elizabeth 

Our next hymn 
A visiting minister, seeing the list of hymns chosen for the 
Sunday service, sent a message to the organist to say that 
the last hymn (519) did not suit his sermon, and so he 
wanted it replaced by 213.  The organist’s message 
replied:  ‘In this church the organist chooses the hymns 
and I will play 519.’   The minister shot back:  ‘At this 
service I announce the hymns and I shall announce 213.’ 

Encore! 
A singer had given a recital at a prison and so pleased was 
she with the applause that she gushed:  ‘Thank you very 
much for your appreciation.  I so hope that I will see you all 
back here again next year.”  

Report of the May 2016 meeting of 
Wookey Hole WI  

The merry month of May brings round our annual meeting 
once again. Outgoing president Sue Harding opened 
proceedings by welcoming Lynne and Alison from 
Croscombe WI who were to act as tellers for the election of 
the new committee and president. In the event, their job 
was easy, secret ballots were not required, as the existing 
committee bar two were willing to stand again, and there 
were two nominations to fill the gaps, so members agreed 
that they should be elected en bloc. From those newly 
elected, there was only one who was prepared to serve as 
president for the coming year, so Jill Deane was duly 
placed in post.  

There are a number of events this summer to look forward 
to. The county federation has asked for help with the Royal 
Bath and West show at which cream teas are a WI 
speciality. There will also be a pub quiz and a singing day 
and, unbelievably on a late spring afternoon, orders were 
already being taken for diaries and calendars for 2017. We 
were intrigued by a flyer from Salisbury Museum, which 
offers a craft session to knit spoons, which will be later 
dipped in porcelain for an exhibition, a new idea for all of 
us. 

This is also the time when we discuss and vote on the two 
resolutions that in the previous round of voting were 
selected to be presented to the national annual meeting 
later in the year. They were concerned with the 
accommodation of personal carers when dementia 
patients are admitted to hospital, and on urging that 
supermarkets should make an agreement to give excess 
food to charities. Both the items generated a great many 
opinions, many members feeling that things were far more 
complex than they appeared at first sight.  

This is a month when we celebrate a number of birthdays, 
we carefully refrained from counting on our fingers when 
one member admitted to being born on VE Day, the single 
candle on the cake was blown out by the member whose 
birthday was actually on the meeting day. We all ate cake. 

Rose Docherty 

____________ 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
At our May meeting we were pleased to welcome  Ss 
Joseph & Teresa’s Catholic Women’s League to hear 
David Green, a keen supporter and former employee of 
OXFAM. David gave a very interesting talk with slides, 
about the work undertaken around the world assisting with 
emergencies, their development work in areas of poverty, 
and campaigning to improve global issues. 

David entertained us with a story when, one evening, he 
accidentally set off a fire alarm in a shop in Oxford, and 
was then surrounded by five fire engines. 

The next meeting will be our Garden Party on June 21st at 
Sue Harding’s in Wookey Hole.Anyone requiring transport, 
please contact Pam Pearce (01749 673929). Donations for 
a Bring & Buy and Raffle will be welcome. 

Maureen Simon 



Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club 
Our speaker in May was Margaret from Miles Morgan Travel 
who came along to talk to us about “Places I have visited”. 
Margaret graduated with a Travel Degree from Durham 
University and has worked in the travel industry for 30 
years. She now works for Miles Morgan in Wells, an 
independent agent which was established in 2006, and now 
has 14 branches. 

Margaret’s talk was interactive, and with the help of her 
colleague Maria, we were shown slides of various 
destinations which we were asked to identify and the well 
travelled amongst us were able to do just that. Featured 
were Rwanda, Japan,Galapagos Islands and one recently in 
the news after a Royal visit: Bhutan. 

In the list of ABTA Travel Trends for 2016 there were one or 
two surprises and one in particular was Iran. 

We then had to write down our dream destination and the 
reason we wished to travel there and our winner was 
Margaret B, who would like to go to the Galapagos Islands 
to see the Turtles, the reason being that her grandaughter is 
involved with  helping to save them. The prize was a lovely 
Travel Book. 

We all enjoyed the talk and it made us think about places 
that we might visit. Edith thanked both ladies for a lovely 
afternoon. 

Our next meeting is the Annual General Meeting  on 7th 
June. 

Saturday 25th June is the Club outing to Tyntesfield House. 
Afternoon tea at Nyland Manor is booked for July 12th and 
on 20th August we again visit Margaret’s garden for tea and 
cake and there will also be a bring and buy stall. 

For further information phone Margaret on 01749 675415 

Lyn Astle 

Two dates for your diary 
Sunday 3rd July—all are invited to help celebrate with St 
Thomas at their Patronal Festival. 

Saturday 10th September—’Ride & Stride’ to visit churches 
in the Wells area (and it’s also the Heritage Open Days 
weekend). 

Bishop Ruth praises “unsung”  
Reader ministry 

Writing in her blog, the Rt Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of 
Taunton, has praised Reader ministry but warned it is a 
vocation that is often “unsung and overlooked” and called 
for greater recognition, support and encouragement for 
people in all forms of vocation. 

The blog was timed to coincide with celebrations marking 
the 150th anniversary of the restoration of Reader ministry 
in the Church of England. She said Reader ministry is “alive 
and well” in the Diocese of Bath & Wells but that we should 
not “sit back and rest on our laurels”. 

Bishop Ruth says: “There has been much talk about re-
imagining ministry and yet little appears to change.  It’s not 

that there aren’t plenty of individual good ideas or 
examples…that show room for innovation and possibility.  
But the Church appears to be slow in responding with 
systematic change.  Identification of a variety of vocations 
and training pathways, and the authorising of new ministries 
are seen as ‘outside of the box’ rather than beginning to be 
recognised as ways in which we need to change and grow.  
The report ‘From Anecdote to Evidence’ had to use the term 
‘lay lay leaders’ to describe the ways in which the laity are 
discovering vocations as leaders within their communities 
and parishes.  There continues to be no formal recognition, 
authorisation or investment.  If we continue to ignore this 
valuable resource we will be neglecting our responsibilities 
to fully support and appreciate such ministry.” 

Follow Bishop Ruth on twitter: @tauntonbish 

If you think God is calling you to Reader ministry, 
contact your local Warden of Readers. All of the 
information can be found on the Readers page of the 
Diocesan website.  

Take Sally and Harry to Sunday tea  

Change lives by volunteering for CONTACT THE ELDERLY 

One Sunday afternoon a month, local older people and 
volunteers OF ALL AGES get together for afternoon tea. Our 
guests are aged 75 and over, live alone, often without family 
nearby, so the teas are a nice opportunity to leave the four 
walls behind.  

Can you help a new Contact the Elderly group in Shepton & 
Wells area? 

    DRIVERS: You will collect a couple of older people, in 
your own car, & take them to a host’s home, joining the rest 
of the group for tea. Once a month. 

    HOSTS: Offer to hold a tea party for the local group in 
your family home once or twice a year (downstairs loo and 
easy access required). Families welcome! 

    COORDINATOR: a few hours admin a month to make it 
all happen 

Or maybe you know someone who would benefit from 
joining. 
It is a simple yet very effective idea, and it gives our older 
guests  
the knowledge that someone really cares.  
Most importantly it changes lives - maybe yours too. 
  
Contact: helen.ker@contact-the-elderly.org.uk  , 
 @contact_teas   

or phone  01225 873812 
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June 22nd: St Alban –  
Britain’s first Christian martyr 

Alban was the very first Christian martyr in Britain - or at 
least the first we know of. A ‘martyr’ is someone who has 
died for the faith - the word literally means ‘witness’. He was 
probably killed during the persecution under the emperor 
Diocletian in the early years of the fourth century, in the late 
stages of the Roman occupation of Britain. His martyrdom 
took place in the amphitheatre outside the Roman city of 
Verulamium, which is now St Albans, in Hertfordshire. 

The church historian Bede, writing six hundred years after 
Alban‘s death, records that Alban was a Roman citizen 
(possibly a soldier) who gave shelter to a priest who was 
being hunted by the Romans. During the priest’s stay in his 
home, Alban was converted to the Christian faith. When the 
soldiers eventually tracked the priest down, they arrived at 
Alban’s house and insisted on searching it. What they found 
was Alban dressed in the priest’s clothes, while their real 
prey escaped. They arrested Alban and demanded that he 
make a sacrifice to the Emperor - a common test of loyalty. 
He refused. He was then condemned to death and taken 
into the amphitheatre, which still stands in the fields below 
St Alban’s Abbey, to be put to death. One of his 
executioners was converted, Bede claims, but the other one 
took a sword and beheaded him. 

He was buried nearby, on a site where a shrine was later 
erected. In the early fifth century two Continental bishops, 
Germanus of Auxerre and Lupus of Troyes, were sent to 
Britain and record that they visited the shrine of Alban at 
Verulamium. The date of their visit was given as 429. 
The martyrdom of Alban is a reminder that Christianity was 
planted first in these islands during the Roman occupation, 
though it was all but extinguished in England in the dark 
centuries that followed, until people like David, Cuthbert and 
the other Celtic missionaries restored the faith in many parts 
of the land - especially in the north. The fact that his shrine 
existed and was venerated right through to the time of Bede 
also demonstrates that the faith did not die out completely, 
even in the south of England. 

Not a great deal is known about Alban apart from the story 
of his martyrdom, but what we do know is probably enough 
to give him a substantial claim to be the patron saint of 
England ahead of the foreigner George. The magnificent 
abbey dedicated to him in St Albans is, of course, a 
permanent reminder of his place in the nation’s story.  

Canon David Winter  

REMEMBER TO VISIT THE CHURCH TENT when at 
THE BATH AND WEST SHOW (1-4 June) 

Come and find us at our new venue near the Bandstand 
and the society offices. 

While your children are given activities you can rest with a 
free cup of Fairtrade tea or percolated coffee and biscuit. 

Enjoy the flower arrangements or spend time in the prayer 
corner. 

Browse the regular Christian bookshop and shop for fairly 
traded food and goods from around the world. 

Learn about The Farming Community Network. 

Receive a warm welcome and go out refreshed.  

Creating opportunities, 
developing potential 

Are you interested in being a School 
Governor? 

Being a Governor is a rewarding and effective way of 
making a voluntary contribution to your community and to 
the lives of local young people. Co-opted Governors are 
appointed by the Governing Body to represent community 
interests.  They live or work in the community served by the 
school and have a keen interest in the schools success. 

 What are Governors? 

Governing Bodies are strategic leaders in schools. 
Governors meet a minimum of twice a term and include 
parents, teachers and support staff at the school, local 
council representatives, community representatives, and 
Foundation Governors  

Have you got? 

 An interest in our children’s future 

 Time, energy and enthusiasm 

 A desire to make a difference 

 Readiness to accept responsibility 

 An ability to work as a team 

Are you happy to ask questions, listen and learn? 

Then you could have what it takes to join one of the 
largest volunteer groups in the country, working with 
others to get the best for our children. 

If you are interested in becoming a governor then a written 
application of no more than 150 words, detailing why you 
want to be a governor and what skills, attributes and 
experiences you have that will enhance the Governing 
Board, should be submitted to Clerk to the Governors, St 
Cuthbert’s CofE Junior School, Keward Avenue, Wells BA5 
1TS or email      
 hsingleton@educ.somerset.gov.uk  

The school has a commitment to safeguard children, and 
has a culture of vigilance to support this. The applicant will 
be required to undergo a disclosure check with the 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) before taking up the 
post. 

Evangelism 
Evangelism never seemed to be an ‘issue’ in the New 
Testament.  That is to say, one does not find the apostles 
urging, exhorting, scolding, planning and organising for 
evangelistic programmes…. evangelism happened!  Issuing 
effortlessly from the community of believers as light from the 
sun, it was automatic, spontaneous, continuous, 
contagious.   
R Halverson 

Marriage 
During a heartfelt chat with her friend about relationships, 
my wife sighed and said, “You know, if something happened 
to Lloyd, I don’t think I could ever marry again.”Her friend 
nodded sympathetically. “I know what you mean,” she said. 
“Once is enough.” 
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16 A FEW QUOTATIONS 

The fruit of the Spirit is not excitement or orthodoxy: it is 
character.  
G Duncan 

Have you ever noticed the difference in the Christian life 
between work and fruit?  A machine can do work; only life 
can bear fruit.   
Andrew Murray 

Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do easy 
things; after Pentecost they found it easy to do hard 
things.   
A Gordon 

When we take least notice of our good deeds ourselves, 
God takes most notice of them.  
Matthew Henry 

When the Vicar won Wimbledon 
“Lawn Tennis,” wrote J.B. Priestley, “is a name with the 
mildest associations. It suggests a companion pastime to 
croquet, a late-Victorian thing, bright with petticoats and 
delicately clouded with curates.”  

So it seemed with the development of Wimbledon’s All 
England Lawn Tennis Club from its beginnings in 1869 as 
a Croquet Club, at which “Gentlemen are requested not to 
play in their shirt sleeves when ladies are present.” 
However, with the addition of tennis courts to the grounds, 
the new game gained ascendency, and the first 
Wimbledon Tennis Championships took place in 1877.  

It was at the third tournament of 1879 that the Rev J.T. 
Hartley, vicar of Burneston in Yorkshire, won the All-
Comers Gentlemen’s Singles out of an entry of 45 
competitors at Wimbledon, and repeated the feat the 
following year.   

On the middle Sunday of the tournament, he was obliged 
to dash back to Yorkshire to deliver his church sermon 
before returning once again to complete his triumph at the 
All-England Club.  

Never again was a clergyman to win Wimbledon.  
(Though in their dreams I am sure many clergy have 
appeared in the final a number of times!)  

Many of the early players were highly idiosyncratic.  In the 
1921 quarter-finals Randolph Lycett was playing Zenzo 
Shimidzu on one of the hottest days in memory. During 
the third set, Lycett had to be revived with gin every time 
he changed ends. In the fifth set, muzzy and staggering, 
he ordered a bottle of Champagne to be brought out onto 
the Centre Court, and he consumed the last drop of it as 
the umpire called, “Shimidzu leads by nine games to eight 
in the final set.” The gallery hardly knew whether to object 
or sympathise when Lycett dropped his racket, and then 
on hands and knees crawled round in search of it.  To 
most people’s relief, Shimidzu won the match.  

Today a Bosnian, Novak Djokovic, as world’s Number 
One, leads a dazzling array of players who - almost 
universally - see Wimbledon as ‘the big W’ - that can 
seemingly make a man or woman immortal.   

Life in the Circus 
A couple who worked at the circus wanted to adopt a 
child.  Social workers had doubts about their suitability, 
but the couple produced photos of their large motor-home, 
which was equipped with a beautiful nursery.  As for 
education, not only was there a nanny, but also a full-time 
tutor to teach the child all the usual subjects along with 
French, Mandarin and computer skills.  Finally, the social 
workers were satisfied, and had only one last question. 
"What age child are you hoping to adopt?" 

"Oh, we don’t mind at all,” the couple assured them.  “As 
long as he fits in the cannon." 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM 

Sunday 12th June  

7.30pm HAIL, CAESAR! (12A)  Comedy 

The latest from the wonderful director-writing team 
of the Cohen Brothers is set in 50s Hollywood in a 
studio, sent into disarray when its lead actor 
(George Clooney)  is kidnapped in the middle of the 
making of the studios’ latest epic.  Featuring Tilda 
Swinton, Scarlett Johansson, and Ralph Fiennes, 
the Guardian film critic Andrew Pulver says of it 
“Hail, Caesar! is a lot of fun, and beautifully crafted, 
too.  One to savour.” 

Come and join us at  Wookey Hole Community 
Hall at the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.    
Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at :  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Talk talk 
Teacher:  Harold, what do you call a person who keeps 
on talking when people are no longer interested?  

Harold:     A teacher.

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


The Way I See It:  Our SERVANT QUEEN 
The whole country will this month be celebrating the 
Queen’s 90th birthday. She has splendidly fulfilled the 
promise made on the day when her father, King George VI, 
died and she came to the throne at the age of 27. On that 
day she dedicated ‘the rest of my life, whether it be long or 
short’ to the service of the nation and the Commonwealth. 
She has certainly proved that she meant what she said. 
Hers is already the longest reign of any British monarch. 

Those years have seen huge changes in the world: the 
end of apartheid in South Africa, the transition of scores of 
countries to independence within the Commonwealth, the 
advent of space exploration and men on the moon, the 
arrival of the computer and the internet, social media, 
Twitter and so on. Through it all she has remained a calm, 
reassuring figure, head of state to 12 different prime 
ministers and leader of a resilient and growing 
Commonwealth of Nations.  

The Queen has quietly moved with the times.  Her rather 
tortured ‘royal’ accent of the forties and fifties has 
broadened into a quietly spoken Received English. Uneasy 
about it at first, she has made herself an effective 
performer on television. And through it all she has openly 
acknowledged that her own Christian faith is the bedrock 
of all that she is and has done. In recent years she has 
been more willing to talk about that faith, notably in her 
Christmas messages. 

To mark her 90th birthday, the Bible Society has published 
an attractive illustrated book The Servant Queen, setting 
out largely in her own words the essential heart of that 
faith. The Queen herself has written a Foreword. The aim 
of the publishers is that the book should be widely 
distributed, so that people up and down her kingdom can 
share her evident enjoyment of a committed Christian faith. 
It’s subtitle is ‘And the King she serves ‘. As advertisers 
say, ‘every home should have one’. 

The Servant Queen is available from the Bible Society in 
packs of ten for £10, or singly.  Go to:  

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/landing/servantqueen/  

Canon David Winter 

On dealing with summer fetes 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least of All 

  
My dear Nephew Darren 

So you are beginning to plan your first Summer Fete in 
your new parish. That you appear to be looking forward to 
it shows how little you know about them.  

Parishes hold Summer Fetes so that their clergy can 
preach more meaningfully on purgatory.  Their ostensible 
purpose is to raise money for the church - which is wholly 
illogical. The parish could double the money raised if the 
Fete were dropped, none of the endless preparations 
made, if everyone spent a pleasant afternoon in their own 
gardens and each person simply donated £20 to the 
church instead. But we still feel obliged to go to endless 
trouble, making ourselves miserable so we can show each 
other what a good time we are having. That it generally 
pours seems to make the entire event even more grimly 
satisfying. 

No, the real reasons for a Summer Fete are twofold. First, 
it gives the entire parish the chance to inspect the Rector’s 
garden. Whatever state it is in, it will cause disapproval. If 
it is poorly kept, then I am clearly being ungrateful for 
having three acres of lawn to enjoy. Mowing it each week 
should be one of my delights; what else would I do with a 
whole day off each week anyway? The hand mower, kindly 
given by Colonel French is assumed to be quite adequate - 
and rumour has it that I need to lose weight anyway. The 
mower was presented to me when the Colonel bought his 
own gardener a sit-on motor mower - which is of a size 
and opulence that makes me assume it has a drinks 
cabinet and satellite navigation. 

The second reason for a Fete comes as a special perk for 
the organisers. It gives them a chance to inspect the inside 
of the Rectory. Under the pretence of looking for a little 
more sugar, they can systematically inspect all the kitchen 
cupboards and comment on their contents. By the end of 
the day, the whole parish will know what marmalade I 
spread on my toast, that I use unnecessarily expensive 
washing powder, and where I have unsuccessfully tried to 
hide the gin. 

The details of what then happens while the Fete is in 
progress must wait until my next letter, when we will have 
had our own. It is now time for Evensong, drinks with Major 
Mallet and his wife, and then a quiet evening with a good 
book, while I toy with other possible hiding places for the 
gin this year. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace
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THE SAINT & THE MONSTER 

St Columba, whose feast day is 9th June, was born in 
Ireland and came to Scotland to be a ‘pilgrim for Christ’. He 
founded a monastery on the island of Iona in 563. The 
monastery at Iona became a centre of learning and many 
missionaries were trained there. Columba carried the 
message of God’s love through-out Scotland and monks 
from his monastery carried the message into England.  

St Columba wrote a number of hymns and is said to have 
transcribed, or written out by hand, some 300 books in his 
lifetime.  

And what has he got to do with a monster? Well, it wasn’t 
the Loch Ness monster but a monster that was living in the 
River Ness. St Columba is said to have driven away this 
monster who was attacking a swimmer, with the sign of the 
cross and the words "Thou shalt go no further, nor touch the 
man; go back with all speed." 

MONSTER MUNCHIES 

75 g (3 oz) margarine 

3 normal size Mars Bars  (thinly sliced) 

3 large tea cups Rice Crispies 

100 g (4 oz) chocolate cake covering (melted) 

Grease and line a swiss roll tin. In a heavy based saucepan, 
gently melt the margarine. Add the Mars Bar pieces and stir 
until no lumps are left. 

Take the pan off the heat and stir in the Rice Crispies – 
adding more if the mixture will take it. Spread the mixture in 
the tin and press it down evenly with the back of a spoon. 

Cover with the melted chocolate and leave to set. Cut into 
24 bars when cold – or cut into less bars if you are feeding 
a very greedy monster! 

How does a monster count to 17? 

On its fingers. 

Crooked politicians 
The editor of a small country newspaper, furious over 
several government bills that had recently been passed, 
printed a scathing editorial with an enormous headline:   
"HALF THE LEGISLATORS ARE CROOKS." 

Many local politicians were outraged and exerted 
tremendous pressure on him to print a retraction. He finally 
gave in to the pressure and ran his apology with the 
headline:  "HALF OF OUR LEGISLATORS ARE NOT 
CROOKS.” 

Sweets 
I gave my four-year-old grand-daughter money for sweets 
and the church collection plate.  Later, seeing her enormous 
pile of sweets, I got suspicious and asked if she hadn’t also 
given some money to God in church that morning.  “No,” 
she replied sweetly, “He wasn’t there.” 

Understand 
Sometimes I think I understand everything - but then I 
regain consciousness. 

Get a grip 
It was said that Archbishop Tench of Dublin, in his later 
years, had a fear of sudden crippling paralysis.   One night 
at a formal dinner he sat looking more and more forlorn.  
Finally he confided to the guests around him: ‘Well, it’s 
come at last – total lack of feeling in my right leg.’   
Whereupon the lady sitting next to him said soothingly: ‘Not 
at all, your Grace. It will comfort you to know that during the 
whole of this meal it has been my leg that you have been 
pinching!’ 

From the Registers 2016 
  

CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS 

May 22nd  Marshall Shane Bailey 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Louis Pepe & Millie Louise Bryant 

Robert Gary Breckon & Holly Amelia Robinson 

  FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

April 7th   Amy Lucy Kent  (correction) 

May 3rd  Dolores Jean Ellis 

May 13th  Leonard John Baker 

  Sheila Jenkins
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DIARY FOR JUNE 2016
Wednesday 1 10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
  12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert’s 
Thursday 2   9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel    
   11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
     7.00 pm  Edinburgh University Music Society  Concert 
Saturday 4   1.00 pm  Wedding of Louis Pepe & Millie Bryant at St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 5 Second Sunday after Trinity 
      8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert’s 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion followed by baptism of Reuben Ashwell at Wookey Hole 
  
Monday 6 10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group at St C 
Tuesday 7 11.00 am  Management Meeting (Trinity Chapel) 
Wednesday 8 10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert) 
Thursday 9 11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
  
Sunday 12 Third Sunday after Trinity 
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
  12 noon  Baptism of Emilee Keast and Evelyn Brooksbank at St Cuthbert 
  6.30 pm  Evening Prayer at Wookey Hole 
  
Monday 13 10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group (St C) 
Wednesday 15 10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
   10.45 am  WI Singing Day at St Cuthbert  
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 16   9.30 am  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel  
   11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
   7.30 pm  Choral Festival  rehearsal at St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 19 Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
  4.00 pm  Together@4 at St Cuthbert 
  
Monday  20 10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group at St C 
Tuesday  21   7.00 pm  Ladies’ Group Garden Evening 
Wednesday 22 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 23 11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
  
Sunday  26 Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
     8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
   10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
  
Monday  27 10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group at St C 
     7.30 pm  Wells Cathedral School Concert 
Wednesday 29 10.00 am  Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
     12 noon  Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert 
Thursday 30 11.00 am  Holy Communion at Bubwith House 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.
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