
Acts 2: 1-4 

And it’s Goodbye from him…   by Alastair Wheeler

Sunday 8th May at 10am is my last service in St Cuthbert’s, 
with the 11am at Wookey Hole the week before, 1st May, 
my last service there, before retirement. 

There are going to be refreshments and things after the 
service, and I know that quite a lot of people from previous 
churches are coming to join in. Not quite sure if this is to 
make sure I am actually going … ! 

I have greatly enjoyed my six years here in the parishes of 
St Cuthbert’s, Wells and St Mary Magdalene, Wookey 
Hole. Like most of the other places I have been since I was 
ordained way back in 1977 this has been one big church 
and one smaller one – although never before have I had 
quite such a big building as St Cuthbert’s. 

It has been a fascinating life journey at a time of change in 
society and change in the church. I started in 1977 with 
services that were just beginning to call God “you”.  

It was an institution where the clergy were exclusively 
male, and where everyone in society was “C of E” for 
things like hospital admissions unless you chose to be one 
of the other denominations. 

And a time when religion was imposed, faith “just what you 
did” as part of being British.  You can make your own 
observations about society and the church today - and 
where they have both got to! 

Like most people’s, my faith has changed and shifted over the 
years – on a few occasions disappeared altogether in 
response to some of the tragedies and challenges I have 
seen affecting other people. 

I have married hundreds of people, baptised hundreds of 
babies, been privileged to be able to help people through far 
more than 1000 funerals. Yet each service, every person has 
been unique, and special, with their own story, their own 
sorrows and joys. 

In Wells I have got to know quite a lot of the community, an 
even higher percentage of the small community of Wookey 
Hole. Working with children in the St Cuthbert’s Infants and 
Junior Schools, and in a more distant way in the Blue School, 
I have sought to encourage and assure each person that they 
are known and loved, that they are unique and special. 

And it has been great when walking up or down the High 
Street to have people smile and say hello, kids saying “Hello 
Mr Wheeler!”   

In and through it all, I have been committed to try and share 
with you and many others the news of a God who affirms and 
loves, who suffers with those in pain or distress, whose love 
is real and constant. 

Telling of God who calls each and all of us together as 
“society” to work to protect the vulnerable and weak, to heal 
the sick, to encourage and build up. As well as to challenge 
the manipulators and abusers, people and structures who live 
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St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

From a Missal in the 
National Library of Wales 

- author unknown

(continued)



by controlling and sometimes destroying others.  That is 
how I understand some of what Jesus was calling us to do 
and to be, within the “kingdom” and reign of God which he 
began 2,000 years ago and which is still growing today, in 
spite of everything that opposes love and compassion, 
integrity and honesty. 

So as I move on to the next stage of my life, and sadly 
move away from these special places of Wells and Wookey 
Hole, I pray that you in your personal journey through life, 
that we in our society and our current world with all that 
challenges and threatens, may discover more of love, and 
joy and peace. 

God bless 

Alastair  

The reredos: a colourful secret! 

When the fragments of the two reredos were discovered 
blocked into their niches behind a plastered wall in 1848, 
the Diocesan Architect Benjamin 
Ferrey described their colour as ‘as 
fresh and bright as though only 
recently executed’. Their discovery 
caused much excitement, and anyone 
who sees the broken statues today 
respond with similar delight: a pink-
cheeked face or a finely decorated 
garment offers a vivid glimpse into the 
ways in which our medieval forebears 
worshipped in this church. St 
Cuthbert’s would have looked very 
different before the Reformation, with 
at least sixteen altars, and covered in 
colourful imagery: frescoes, statuary, 
icons, and painted stone sculpture. 
The people of the parish created 
beautiful, rich things to demonstrate 
their piety. The surviving contract for 
the southern reredos, which displayed 
a Jesse Tree scheme, dates from 1470 
and shows the appointment of John Stowell (master mason 
at the Cathedral and responsible for the Chain Gate) to 
construct an image ‘well and werkmanly wrought’. In 
contrast to this care, the iconoclasts of the sixteenth century 
who hacked apart the statues and concealed them within 
the wall could hardly have known that their actions, 
ironically, would deliver the pieces to us with an astonishing 
amount of their original colour preserved.  

Visitors to the church often miss the reredos completely: the 
bright colour of the beautiful ceiling overshadows the altar 
screens with their sadly mutilated faces. But a careful look 
reveals incredibly fine carving and traces of rich paint and 
bright gold left in the transepts, the delicate webbing of 
canopied niches in the north and the grid of scrolling vines 
in the south. Hardly anyone knows of the sculptures that 
once populated these niches; used as blocking rubble for 
three hundred years and subsequently stored away for their 
own protection, they have been displayed to the public only 
rarely.  

This is all set to change this summer. The PCC have raised 
£52,600 from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Pilgrim Trust, 
the Church Buildings Council, The Leche Trust and the 
Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society to 
catalogue the collection, creating a detailed record of every 

piece including photographs. With around 420 fragments in 
total, this process will be quite an undertaking! The 
catalogue will be made available to scholars and 
researchers locally, UK-wide and internationally via the 
internet, encouraging fuller investigation of their 
significance. Eventually, the fragments would need to be 
thoroughly cleaned and their paint carefully stabilised before 
they could be displayed… but the current project will set the 
ball rolling, finally unlocking some of the mysteries of these 
beautiful reredos. 

We’ll be running tours, talks and other special activities over 
the summer so please watch out for event listings on the 
project website and on the church noticeboard. If you would 
like to get involved, please check the volunteering 
opportunities advertised on the project website 
www.reredosproject.wordpress.com 

Judeth Saunders 

A special month 

May is a special month.  Not least because it is 
the month in which I was born.  No special 
Birthday this year however and I’m not sure if I 
really want to keep counting!  However it is also 
in this month that we mark the Birthday of the 
Church: the day of Pentecost, the day when the 
Spirit of God set his people alight with the 
wonder of what God had done for them.  Those 
new believers couldn’t help but tell their story. 

During the week leading up to Pentecost (May 
8–15) Archbishops Justin and Sentamu are 
calling on us all to pray in the words of the Lord, 
as he taught us to say, ‘Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done’.  They are encouraging us to pray 
for the evangelisation of the nation. 

Within the diocese we are beginning to make 
our first strategic priority one of ‘putting mission 

and evangelism at the heart of all we do’.  This means that 
we want to make sure we stay true to that initial purpose of 
what the Church is all about, the same purpose as that 
small gathering of believers who wanted to share their story 
of faith with others. 

‘Mission statements’ are common practice for most 
companies let alone churches these days.  However the 
word ‘evangelism’ can make us feel somewhat 
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Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

(continued)

http://www.reredosproject.wordpress.com
http://www.reredosproject.wordpress.com
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uncomfortable.  All the talk of radicalism and 
fundamentalism in the media can make us fearful of using 
the word.  Perhaps some of us have even experienced an 
over-zealous believer seeking to browbeat us into thinking 
as they do.  However it would be a shame to allow the 
baby to get thrown out with the bathwater. 

Christ’s last words to his disciples after his resurrection 
and before he left them to return to his Father, were “Go to 
all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples.”  
Evangelism means ‘good news’, or in its active sense, 
‘bringing or announcing good news’.  So what’s so wrong 
with that? 

The Old Testament tells a wonderful story of four lepers 
who, during the siege of Samaria by the Syrian army, 
decided that as they were already rejected by their families 
and starving they might as well throw themselves on the 
mercy of the enemy.  On arriving in the camp they discover 
it abandoned and so stuff themselves with the abundant 
food remaining and claim the spoils of war.  And then they 
think, “We shouldn’t be doing this!  We have good news 
and we shouldn’t keep it to ourselves.”  (2 Kings 7:9 GNB) 

If we have discovered the life-giving bread of Christ then 
shouldn’t we too begin sharing it? 

+ Ruth Taunton 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

This month, the Ladies’ Group had a party to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday and all arrived in lovely hats and 
touches of red, white and blue. Margaret Harrington came 
as a 1940’s factory girl with her curlers, turban and red 
apron. Well done all! The room was decorated with flags, 
and sandwiches, crisps, cakes and bubbly were served. 
We had fun completing a quiz about the Royal Family, 
compiled by Pam, but no team managed to get full marks. 
We had a raffle with four donated prizes, sang ‘Happy 
Birthday’, and a good evening was enjoyed by all. 

Next month David Green is coming to tell us all about his 
work with Oxfam, and the Catholic Women’s League has 
been invited. 

Maureen Simon 

From Elizabeth Talbott of Wookey Hole 

This month we say "Farewell" to Alastair and Bid as they 
reach retirement and move to a new life in Dorset, after six 
years with us here in Wells. Alastair's last service in St 
Mary Magdalene will be on Sunday, May 1st at 11.0 o'clock 
and we hope that as many parishioners as possible will be 
there. After the service we will gather over a glass of wine 
and refreshments to make a presentation to Alastair 
to thank him for all he has done for us. On May 8th there 
will be no morning service in Wookey Hole as we will be 
joining the congregation of St Cuthbert's at 10 o’clock for 
their farewell when Archdeacon Nicola and the Mayor of 
Wells will be present. We all wish Alastair and Bid a long 
and happy retirement 

On May 12th there is to be a coffee morning and plant sale 
in Alistair Glanvile's house and garden.... we keep our 
fingers crossed for good weather!. It is in aid of the 
Children’s Society, which is one of the charities supported 
by St Mary Magdalene's congregation and we are 
extremely grateful to Alistair for his generosity in hosting 
us. Hope to see you there.  

Elizabeth 

Coffee Morning 
and 

Plant Sale 
at 

Glanvile House 
Old Ditch 

Westbury sub Mendip 
on 

Thursday 12th May 
10.30a.m.—12.30p.m. 

Admission £2.50 

By kind permission of Alistair Glanvile 
All proceeds to the Children’s Society 

Please come—and bring a friend! 

LENT LUNCHES 
Many thanks to all of you who supported the Lent Lunches, 
and, particularly, to the noble army of soup producers and 
helpers. 

We did a good job! 

The money raised by the Lent Lunches increases each 
year, and for 2016 the total was £1328.44. 

Antonia 



This year’s walk will be on Saturday 28th May, starting from 
Castle Cary car park near the fire station and parish church. 
We will be starting the walk at 10.30am prompt, and the 
route will be about 8 miles. You will be able to have a break 
(for your own refreshments) after some 3 miles, on to Bruton 
and then back—in a figure of 8—to Castle Cary. 

Sponsor forms and more details can be had from David 
Green or Bill Oke, or you can make a donation online up to 
31st August at: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/oth2016/295214 

(Gift Aiding your donation will increase its value to St Cuthbert’s.) 

Exciting Events during Christian Aid Week  

15TH - 21ST May 2016   

Please support as many of these events as you can and 
help boost Wells’ contribution to Christian Aid. 

COFFEE MORNING: Saturday 14th May, 10am—
12noon in the Methodist Church Hall. Coffee, cakes, stalls – 
including art and craft stall and books 

BIG BREKKIES: Breakfasts will be held at various places 
on most mornings during the week (details later). St 
Cuthbert’s will be hosting one on Friday 20th May.   

CHRISTIAN AID SERVICE: Sunday 22nd May at 6.30pm in 
the Methodist Church. The congregations of all the churches 
in Wells are warmly invited to come to a special service 
hosted this year by Wells Methodist Church.  There will be 
an opportunity to watch some short videos about the work of 
Christian Aid. 

STREET COLLECTION: Saturday 21st May from 9am to 
2pm. There will be collectors in various spots around the 
town, including our own loyal band who will be outside The 
Original Factory Shop between 9.00 and 12.00 noon.  
Please cheer their morning! 

—  AND, OF COURSE —  

THE HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION! 

All the churches in Wells are finding it difficult to recruit 
volunteers for the house to house collections during 
Christian Aid Week.  To try to help we are trying a new way 
of organising this. 

As well as hoping to find collectors for our usual areas, we 
are also asking whether there might be more volunteers 
who would be prepared to cover a small area around their 
own home.  The Wells Committee would then do some 
swapping and bartering to ensure that there was no 
duplication. 

So if you feel that you could collect from your own 
neighbours, please do let me know. 

Antonia Gwynn 

CHRISTIAN AID  
BIG BREKKIE  

St Cuthbert’s Church, Wells 

Friday 20th May 
From 8.30 to 10.00am 

Easter Eggs have hatched out for Zambia 
I understand that the provisional total proceeds from the 
Chicken Project coffee morning on St George’s Day have 
now reached £800. Congratulations to Jane and her many 
helpers for another very successful event, which will make  
a lot of Father Yobo’s parishioners in Livingstone West very 
happy. 

Hearing 
 A man went into a church and asked the vicar to pray for his 
hearing.  Touched by his faith, the vicar agreed. 

   “Kneel here,” he began in a loud voice.  The man knelt, 
and the vicar placed a hand on each ear and bellowed a 
prayer. "I hope that will help," he finally shouted.  

    "Well, I won't know for a while," the man replied. "It isn't 
until next month". 

Walking out 
"I hope you didn't take it personally, Reverend," said an 
embarrassed woman after a church service, "when my 
husband walked out during your sermon."  

"I did find it rather disconcerting," the preacher admitted.  

"It's not a reflection on you, sir," insisted the church-goer. 
"Ralph has been walking in his sleep ever since he was a 
child." 
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Choice of cereal or muesli
Yogurt and fresh fruit

Bacon/sausage in a bun
(vegetarian available)

Toast
With butter and a choice of 

jam or marmalade 
Toasted fruit bread

£4.50

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/oth2016/295214
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/oth2016/295214


Wookey Hole WI, April 2016 meeting 

President Sue Harding welcomed everyone to the meeting 
including our guests. Thoughts were given to those who are 
unwell and Lesley H was welcomed back following surgery. 

We were reminded of forthcoming events including our 69th 
celebratory Birthday Lunch, the Road Show at Croscombe, 
Speakers Day and the Resolutions which will be debated 
next month. 

Members were invited to consider whether they would like 
to be nominated to serve on the committee as it is our AGM 
in May.There was much laughter when we were told about 
a WI competition which involves creating a hanging basket 
in a bra.- A ‘Brasket'. It remains to be seen if anyone from 
Wookey Hole is going to have a go. 

Our speaker was David Humphreys and his wife Chris. He 
was a taxi driver in London for 21 years but it took three 
years of intensive study to qualify. He memorised every 
street, square and pub etc within a six mile radius of 
Trafalgar Square.He cycled all of it in order to be familiar 
with the layout and could still recite the street names of any 
given route. He later extended his knowledge further afield 
to include airports etc. We were entertained by his stories of 
passengers both famous, memorable or eccentric and were 
amused that he tailored his more colourful stories to suit the 
ladies of the WI. He was anxious not to upset any of us !  

When David retired, due to ill health, he moved to Wells. In 
2012 he carried the Olympic Torch from Whiting Way to 
Milton Lane where Wells Blue School pupils cheered him on 
his way.We were able to handle the torch which we were 
told was triangular to represent the three occasions that the 
Olympic flame has come to our country. Ann thanked him 
for entertaining us with his memories.  

Our competition was a short poem about a trip to London 
and it produced some amusing results. 1st Jean F  2nd Sue B  
3rd Jill D . Flower of the Month 1st Sue H  2nd Jill D  3rd Sue B.   

Jill Deane 

WOOKEY HOLE LADIES CLUB 

We were treated to a wonderful musical afternoon at our 
meeting in April,when Lucy and Juliet came along to talk to 
us about their ‘Life in Music’ 

Both ladies are trained violinists and are still playing 50 
years on. Lucy trained at the Royal College of Music and 
Juliet at  the Royal Academy. Juliet went on to join the 

orchestra at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, at 
that time the orchestra consisted mainly of men, so much so 
that the ladies in the orchestra were told they had to wear 
tails. The hours were long and the work was hard and 
members of the orchestra were not allowed time off, 
because of this Juliet missed a family wedding. Juliet also 
trained in Switzerland with a twelve piece ensemble and 
had the privilege of playing in St. Thomas Church, Leipzig 
which is best known as the church where Johann Sebastian 
Bach was choir master and is also the location of his 
remains.  

The ladies met some years after training when they  played 
chamber music and in quartets. They worked at the BBC in 
the time of Max Jaffa, but then the BBC made orchestras 
redundant and this was a time when it was hard to find 
work. They came up with the idea of playing music for the 
sick and elderly in  nursing and residential homes . They 
also realized they would have to  play other instruments, 
Juliet chose the Piano and Lucy Viola.  They also applied to 
the  Council for Music in Hospitals,to enable them to play in 
hospitals, they attended an audition and were offered the 
job  which was very rewarding as the music gave a lot of 
pleasure to the patients. 

As Juliet had  family ties in Somerset, they moved to 
Wookey Hole, and Juliet taught at Wells Cathedral School.  
Today they are still very active with the orchestra and 
Church choir in Wookey Hole, as well as in Wells and 
surrounding areas. 

We were entertained to some short classical pieces of 
music and given  instruments to play whilst we enjoyed 
singing some of the old songs, Eldelweiss, All Thru the 
Night , when Irish Eyes are Smiling, amongst others. 

The talk and entertainment ended with a vote of thanks and 
a very warm round of applause for what had been a most 
enjoyable afternoon. 

Our next meeting is on  Tuesday May 3rd, at Wookey Hole 
Community Hall at  2.30 pm. Our speaker will be Margaret 
Moulton of  Miles Morgan Travel, giving an illustrated talk on 
“Places I have Been” New members always welcome 
please contact Margaret, Secretary  on 01749-675415 for 
further details. 

Lyn Astle 

The Way I See It :  
David Winter on the Trinity (excerpt) 

A story is told of a Jewish man who collapsed in the street 
with a heart attack. A passing Roman Catholic priest rushed 
over and knelt beside him. “Would you like to have your sins 
forgiven?” he asked.  The man nodded weakly.  “Right,” 
said the priest.  “Do you believe in God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit?”  

The Jewish man rolled his eyes and moaned, “I’m dying, 
and he’s asking me riddles!” 

Well, it’s Trinity Sunday later this month, so if you go to 
church you may well hear the preacher trying to explain the 
riddle. Most church-goers know that it’s part of orthodox 
Christian faith, and like singing about it in hymns, but 
haven’t any idea why it’s so important. Surely, they think, 
there’s only one God, so why make it so complicated? 

Be there on the 22nd—all will be revealed.
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Margaret Harrington 

A visitor to Margaret’s house in Welsford Avenue cannot 
help but feel cheerful.  There are lots of bright colours, a 
friendly Westie called Scruffy and three contented cats.  
The atmosphere is relaxed and optimistic:  a reflection of 
the house’s occupant.  Margaret has a wonderfully sunny 
approach to life.  Everything is for the best.  The bad times 
(and there have been some very bad times for her) are a 
necessary part of the richness of life. 

Margaret was born during the war and at the end of the 
war she and her parents moved into one of the new pre-
fab houses in Broad Close.  She clearly has very fond 
memories of the pre-fab and her life there, where one of 
her neighbours was the young Elaine Lewis.   During 
those years she went to St Thomas’s school and to the 
Sunday School at the church.  The family later moved to 
Burcott Road where they looked over fields, before the 
houses around Jocelyn Drive were built.  She started 
attending St Cuthbert’s, at that time in the care of the 
wonderfully named partnership of Prebendary Barnett and 
the Reverend Windmill. 

The young Margaret went to the Secondary Modern 
School.  She explained cheerfully to me that although she 
passed the test for the Grammar School aged 11 and 
aged 13, she failed the interview on both occasions.  ‘Do 
you think that made any difference to your life?’, I asked.  
Margaret looked puzzled – that’s just the way it was.  In 
her approach to life there are no regrets or what-ifs.  The 
Secondary Modern buildings were scattered all over the 
city with some buildings in Priory Road, some in Princes 
Road, some where Morrisons now is, and lunch served in 
Southover.  The pupils must have been fit.   The Parish 
News is a suitable place to report that Margaret excelled 
at RE at school! 

Margaret left school at 15 and learnt shorthand and 
typing.  She got an office job, first at Clare’s and then at St 
Cuthbert’s Paper Mill.  Despite a parental curfew of 10.30, 
life was obviously good fun for the teenager.  There were 
two cinemas and the EMI club where she played in the 
Ladies’ Skittle Team.  It was at the EMI club that she met 
Colin, who she married at St Thomas’ Church in 1961.  
They began their married life in a flat in St. Thomas’ Street 
where their son, Stephen was born.  At three months 
Stephen had meningitis and was seriously ill.  Fortunately 
he suffered no serious long-term damage.  In 1965 they 
moved into a newly-built house in Welsford Avenue where 
Jane was born and where Margaret has lived ever since.   

When the children had started school, Margaret became 
an Assistant Cook at the Blue School, soon moving up to 
Supervisor, She stayed there for 20 years.  She retired but 
was then asked to help set up the café at the newly-
opened Leisure Centre.   Two years later, Colin retired 
from EMI and Margaret joined him for fifteen years of 
happy retirement.  They were surrounded by animals, 
particularly an aviary of birds which Colin looked after.  
Sadly Colin became ill and, after a very difficult time, 
spent his final years in St Benedict’s Home in 
Glastonbury.  During this time, Margaret had great support 
from her neighbours and was also visited by Elizabeth 
Sidwell.  That, and the strong ‘persuasion’ of Pam Pearce 

and Mary Weare, led to Margaret returning to St 
Cuthbert’s four years ago.  Since then she has become 
very involved:  she organises the Electoral Roll; serves on 
the PCC; is responsible for the marriage record of 
attendance; and is on the Ladies’ Group Committee. 

Stephen and Jane are still close and Margaret is very 
proud of her four granddaughters.  Abby is a trainee 
pharmacist in Bruton and her twin sister, Laura works as a 
therapist for BUPA in London.  Ellie at 19 is still finding her 
role in life and the youngest, Emily, who comes every day 
after school loves circus skills and already teaches at 
Wookey Hole. 

With people to love, a cheerful home, plenty to do and 
animals to look after, Margaret is very content with her life.  
Even with the ups and downs there have been, she has 
always felt lucky and happy.  A wonderful example to us 
all. 

Antonia 

REMEMBER TO VISIT THE CHURCH TENT WHEN AT  
THE BATH AND WEST SHOW (1-4 June) 

Come and find us at our new venue near the Bandstand 
and the society offices. 

While your children are given activities you can rest with a 
free cup of Fairtrade tea or percolated coffee and biscuit. 

Enjoy the flower arrangements or spend time in the prayer 
corner. 

Browse the regular Christian bookshop and shop for fairly 
traded food and goods from around the world. 

Learn about The Farming Community Network. 

Receive a warm welcome and go out refreshed. 



WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA FILMS 

Sunday 8th May 

3.00pm ODDBALL (U)   
For children and the young at heart. 

An eccentric chicken farmer, with the help of his 
granddaughter, trains his mischievous dog Oddball to 
protect a penguin sanctuary from fox attacks in an attempt 
to reunite his family and save their seaside town. “There 
are laughs, some nice moments, beautiful cinematography, 
and plenty of heart in this fairy tale that really happened. ”  
– Matt Neal, The Standard 

7.30pm THE DRESSMAKER (12)   
Black comedy 

Femme fatale Tilly Dunnage returns to her small town in 
rural Australia to right the wrongs of the past. A stylish 
drama with comic undertones about love, revenge and 
haute couture.  “…imaginative, funny, colourful, poignant 
and unforgettable.” - Karen Krizanovich, Radio Times 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community 
Hall at the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 7pm, film starts 7.30pm.  Tickets on 
the door £6, under 16’s £3. 

More info and a trailer at: 
www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

On dealing with summer fetes 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least of All 

  
My dear Nephew Darren 

So you are beginning to plan your first Summer Fete in 
your new parish. That you appear to be looking forward to 
it shows how little you know about them.  

Parishes hold Summer Fetes so that their clergy can 
preach more meaningfully on purgatory.  Their ostensible 
purpose is to raise money for the church - which is wholly 
illogical. The parish could double the money raised if the 
Fete were dropped, none of the endless preparations 
made, if everyone spent a pleasant afternoon in their own 
gardens and each person simply donated £20 to the 
church instead. But we still feel obliged to go to endless 
trouble, making ourselves miserable so we can show each 
other what a good time we are having. That it generally 
pours seems to make the entire event even more grimly 
satisfying. 

No, the real reasons for a Summer Fete are twofold. First, 
it gives the entire parish the chance to inspect the Rector’s 
garden. Whatever state it is in, it will cause disapproval. If 
it is poorly kept, then I am clearly being ungrateful for 
having three acres of lawn to enjoy. Mowing it each week 
should be one of my delights; what else would I do with a 
whole day off each week anyway? The hand mower, kindly 
given by Colonel French is assumed to be quite adequate - 
and rumour has it that I need to lose weight anyway. The 
mower was presented to me when the Colonel bought his 
own gardener a sit-on motor mower - which is of a size 
and opulence that makes me assume it has a drinks 
cabinet and satellite navigation. 

The second reason for a Fete comes as a special perk for 
the organisers. It gives them a chance to inspect the inside 
of the Rectory. Under the pretence of looking for a little 
more sugar, they can systematically inspect all the kitchen 
cupboards and comment on their contents. By the end of 
the day, the whole parish will know what marmalade I 
spread on my toast, that I use unnecessarily expensive 
washing powder, and where I have unsuccessfully tried to 
hide the gin. 

The details of what then happens while the Fete is in 
progress must wait until my next letter, when we will have 
had our own. It is now time for Evensong, drinks with Major 
Mallet and his wife, and then a quiet evening with a good 
book, while I toy with other possible hiding places for the 
gin this year. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’ –  
Stained Glass windows  

You may know the story of the little girl with her family 
during a guided tour around a cathedral. As the bright sun 
streamed through one of the windows, she asked the guide 
who were the people depicted there. ‘Those are the saints,’ 
he replied. Later that evening the girl told her mummy, ‘I 
know who the saints are.’ ‘Do you, dear? Who are they?’ the 
mother asked.  The little girl replied: ‘They are the people 
who let the light shine through.’ 

When the summer sun rises, its light catches the east 
window of a church I look after. It shines through the figures 
and colours of the Annunciation scene to bathe the chancel 
in a warm glow. Later as the sun sets, it shines once again 
through the west window showing Christ surrounded by 
angels, with the same wonderful effect. They are two 
stained glass windows by the Victorian designer, Kempe. 
But in St Mary’s Church, Fairford in Gloucestershire, there 
are an incredible 28 windows of medieval glass that have 
survived the centuries and continue to astonish the visitor.  

     As the sun catches this array of windows, the colours 
take on a new, vibrant life. We see scenes in the life of our 
Lord and our Lady, Old Testament prophets, New Testament 
apostles and the communion of saints. The eye moves 
round and we reach the west window portraying Christ in 
majesty and the day of judgement. This great work has 
been attributed to the royal glazier, Barnard Flower, who 
was influenced by the late medieval illuminated prayer 
books. The windows are a living witness to his skill and 
faith. 

George Herbert has a poem that calls us to shine out like 
the church windows. It is easy, he says, to be ‘brittle crazy 
glass’, but in God’s good grace we can become like a 
window where colours and light, belief and life can combine 
and mingle to radiate out into the world. 

The silent sermon 
A member of a certain church, who had previously attended 
services regularly, stopped going.  After a few weeks, the 

minister decided to visit him. He found the man at home all 
alone, sitting by a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his 
minister's visit, the man welcomed him awkwardly, and led 
him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. 

The minister made himself at home, but said nothing. In the 
grave silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames 
around the burning logs. After some minutes, he took the 
fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and 
placed it to one side of the hearth all alone. Then he sat 
back in his chair, still silent. 

The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one 
lone ember's flame flickered and diminished, there was a 
momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was 
cold and dead. 

Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. But 
now the minister chose this time to leave. He slowly stood 
up, picked up the cold, dead bit of coal and placed it back in 
the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow once 
more, with the light and warmth of the burning coals around 
it.  With that, the minister smiled at his host, and quietly let 
himself out. 

Not connected, but… 

Board meeting 

“There will be a meeting of the Board immediately after the 
service," announced the minister.  And so, after the close of 
the service, the Church Board gathered at the back of the 
church for the meeting.  But there was a stranger in their 
midst - a visitor who had never attended their church before.   

"My friend," said the minister gently, "Didn't you understand 
that this is a meeting of the Board?"  

"Yes," said the visitor, "and after today's sermon, I suppose 
I'm just about as bored as anyone else who came to this 
meeting."  

The Ornate & the Beautiful 

The Ornate & the Beautiful is a stunning new exhibition at 
The Bishop's Palace & Gardens opening on 16 April and 
running until 2 September. 

The exhibition will showcase artefacts and archival material 
charting the rich history of textile design and beautiful 
artefacts of worship through the history of the Church from 
14th Century to modern day. On display will be items from 
the collections of Downside Abbey, The Bishop’s Palace 
and Wells Cathedral, many of which have never been on 
public display before. 

Aside from the historic examples of vestments the exhibition 
will feature photographs of some of the items in use and 
smaller items of stunning jewellery and adornment. 

The focus will be on telling the story of the fine 
craftsmanship and the awe inspiring beauty of the textiles 
and will be supplemented by interpretation contemporary to 
the creation of these artefacts, as well as contextual 
interpretation of fashions in church vestments linked to the 
ever changing history of the church.
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THE LADY & THE LAMP 
On 12th May 1820 a baby girl was 
born who changed the way that we 
care for people who are ill. Florence 
Nightingale grew up at a time when 

only the worst kind of person became a nurse but she had 
an idea of the way things could be. Her chance to change 
things came with the Crimean War.  

Florence travelled there with a few others and started work 
in the military hospital at Scutari where conditions were 
dreadful: wounded soldiers were left lying in dirt without 
proper food or care and most of them died. The army 
doctors already there didn’t want Miss Nightingale or her 
nurses, but gradually they improved conditions. The nurses 
scrubbed and cleaned as well as caring for the wounded 
and the soldiers began to recover. Florence Nightingale was 
called the Lady with the Lamp because she would walk the 
wards at night, checking on patients. After the war, with the 
support of Queen Victoria, Florence was able improve 
hospital care for everyone. 

WASHING WORDS 
All the words in this wordsearch are to do with clean and 
dirty. Can you find them all? The words go up, down, 
backwards, forwards and diagonally and some letters are 
used more than once. 

S P A R K L I N G A  
G I D Y O D A R V D  
R T U B B U I O A S  
U P S H B M V P C D  
B A T H E C A U U E  
B T E G N O P S U N  
Y R R I W I P Y M I  
L I U T A M R A U A  
A D E S S D B R O T  
D W T A H S K A O S  

  
bath  brush   dirt  duster  dry   grime  grubby  mud  soak   
soap   sparkling  stained  tap tub  vacuum  wash  wet  

*  *  *  *  * 
What did the dirt say to the rain? 

If this keeps up my name will be mud! 

What did the big tap say to the small 
tap?    

Little squirt!…  

and what did the small tap reply?  

Big drip!” 

Ecumenical?? 

After the local mission outreach had concluded, the three 
ministers were discussing the results with one another.  The 
Methodist minister said, "The mission worked out great for 
us! We gained four new families."  

The Baptist preacher said, "We did better than that!  We 
gained six new families."  

The Anglican priest said, "Well, we did even better than that! 
We got rid of our ten biggest trouble makers!"  

  

From the Registers 2016 
  

CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS 

April 24th  Beatrix Sofia Morris 

  FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

March 11th  George Ringrose 

April   1st  Patrick Montague 

 7 th  Lucy Amy Kent 

 14th  Esme Jean Clarke 

 15th  Tom Eady 

 18th  Kenneth Vaughan Burridge 

 21st  Ivo Geoffrey Storrs Stocker 

 21st  Margaret Poole 

 29th  Robert Samuel Charles Francis 

  Sheila Jenkins
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An Editorial Thank-you 

My thanks to Alastair for all his help, guidance and 
encouragement with the production of Parish News 
through the six years of his ministry in St Cuthbert’s. 
As well as contributing many articles, he supported 
the introduction of the new colour printer, with its 
improved print quality and finishing technology—and 
has been a calming influence whenever it developed 
problems. He even tolerated the many jokes and 
cartoons about sermons!  Thanks also to Bid for her 
contributions, from Vicarage Viewpoint to the Ladies’ 
Group reports.  

I wish them both a long and happy retirement.



DIARY FOR MAY 2016

Sunday 1 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
   8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
 10.00 am All Age Communion (St Cuthbert) 
 11.00 am Holy Communion (Wookey Hole) 
 

Wednesday	   4	  10.00 am	 	Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)

	 	    12 noon	 	Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert’s

Thursday 5 Ascension Day	 


	 	    9.30 am	 	Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel	 	 	 	
	            11.00 am	 	Holy Communion (Bubwith House)


	 	    7.00 pm	 	LMG Ascension Day Service at  St Thomas’s

	 	    7.00 pm	 	Holy Communion at Wookey Hole

  
Sunday 8 Seventh Sunday of Easter 

            10.00 am Joint Farewell Parish Communion for Alastair at St Cuthbert 
        6.30 pm Evening Prayer at Wookey Hole 

 
Monday	   9        10.00 am	 	 ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group at St C

Tuesday	 10          7.00 pm	 	 St Cuthbert’s PCC

Wednesday	 11        10.00 am	 	 Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)

	 	         12 noon	 	 Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert)

Thursday	           12        11.00 am	 	  Holy Communion (Bubwith House)

Saturday	 14        10.00 am	 	 Training Day for Sidespeople

	 	    3.00 pm	 	 Presentation of United States Flag

  
Sunday 15       Pentecost - Start of Christian Aid Week 

   11.00 am Ecumenical Celebration at St Cuthbert 
6.30 pm Holy Communion at St Cuthbert 
6.30 pm Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 

 

Monday	            16          10.00 am 	 	‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group (St C)

Tuesday            17            7.30 pm	 	 Ladies’ Group at the Lawrence Centre

Wednesday	  18          10.00 am	 	 Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)	 

		 12 noon	 	 Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert

 

Thursday	          19            9.30 am	 	  Meditation Group in the Trinity Chapel 

	 	   11.00 am	 	 Holy Communion (Bubwith House)

Friday	  20      8.30-10 am	 	 Big Brekkie at St Cuthbert’s

Saturday	 21	       5-7.00 pm	 	 Concert— John Rowlands-Pritchard


Sunday      22         Trinity Sunday  
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 
11.00 am Holy Communion at Wookey Hole 
12 noon Baptism of Marshall Shane Bailey 



Monday 	 23	   10.00 am	 	 ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group at St C

Wednesday	 25	   10.00 am	 	 Holy Communion at St Cuthbert

	 	     12 noon	 	 Market Day Lunch at St Cuthbert

Thursday	 26	   11.00 am	 	 Holy Communion at Bubwith House

Saturday	 28	     1.00 pm	 	 Wedding of Matthew Guy & Kelly Mullings

 

Sunday 29         First Sunday after Trinity 

8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion at Wookey Hole
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Cuthbert 

   12 noon  Baptism of Ruby Imogen Wakely   
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

