
Light in the darkness
by Revd Alastair Wheeler

It seems to me a very unusual Christmas and New Year 
season this year – all this record warm weather before 
Christmas doesn’t feel like winter at all. Perhaps by the 
time you read this we will have swung to record snowfalls! 

I like the brightness of clear and sunny cold winter days –  

and I like the brightness of joy and celebration. But here 
writing this before Christmas it seems especially dark in 
every sense of the word this year, not just because of the 
rain. 

For the weeks after Christmas until February the church 
celebrates Epiphany – it really is “all Greek to me” as it 
means “Shining out of the light” in Greek 

The increasingly secular world sees Christmas as a 
celebration through December of jollity and food and drink 
and presents, finishing with a huge sigh of relief 
somewhere around the Queen’s speech on Christmas Day.  
And the sales started way before then … ! 

For us who have seen something deeper, Christmas 
comes at the end of the time of longing and waiting for God 
that we call Advent, and is just the start of the celebration 
of the light of God’s love shining out. The light of God is not 
just seen in the baby in the Bethlehem manger.  

Not a lot of people know that some time after his birth 
Jesus and his parents had to flee the murderous intent of  

Herod as refugees to Egypt – waiting there in temporary  
accommodation until it was safe to return to Nazareth. 

And we trace during January the light of God seen in Jesus 
as a baby in the Temple, as a man baptised by John, in the 
signs and healing and hope he brought in his ministry. 

The world has not changed a lot. There is still huge darkness 
of human cruelty and hatred, division even in the Holy Land 
after decades of oppression and increasing apartheid of the 
arab section of the original population.   

But there are also flickers of light, love and hope seen in 
people offering hope and rescue to refugees in their sinking 
boats off the Turkish coast. Offering hope to those stranded in 
refugee camps across Europe and around Calais. 

There is, as always, the assurance that as darkness lowers 
over us, God, the God we meet in Jesus, is with us still. 
Especially with us in the darkness and gloom. 

For each of us, all of us, are known and held; we are called 
and challenged by Jesus the light of the world, whose truth 
shines bright in contrast with the darker skies.  

I pray that each of you will know the peace and light of Christ 
this day, this year. 

Alastair
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia



St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 

Our January meeting is, as usual, our AGM.   This year it is 
on Tuesday 19th January, 7.30 in the Lawrence Centre.  
There will be the usual reports of what we’ve been up to 
during the past year, as well as deciding how to spend funds 
we’ve raised for charity remaining after we bought the new 
table cloths for the Trinity Chapel table.  This will be my last 
meeting as leader and a new chairperson  will take over 
from the Annual Dinner in February.  If anyone is interested 
to know what the task involves, do have a word with me 
prior to the meeting. (PS, someone has had their arm 
twisted to say they’ll do the job if the members agree, but 
there’s no harm in asking if anyone else is interested.) 

Do remember that the AGM is your last opportunity to return 
your Annual Dinner booking form to Fay Low.  Do ask either 
myself or Sarah Sheldon for a form if you can’t find yours. 

 Ladies Group usually run the church coffee bar on 
Tuesdays.  Along with other groups, we will be resuming 
that duty in March, but taking the quiet months of January 
and February off.   Thank you so much to the faithful band 
who regularly help out serving coffee. 

Bid 

Bishop’s Message for the New Year 
Did you know that 2016 is designated as the year of the 
monkey in the Chinese calendar?  And the UN calls it the 
year of pulses – not the one that beats blood around our 
bodies but rather “nutritious seeds for a sustainable future”.  
(Last year was the year of soil!) 

I wonder what you will make of this New Year.  How would 
you like to recognise it?  The year in which you achieve a 
promotion at work?  Gain qualifications at school?  Have a 
year free from pain or ill health?  Mend a relationship? 

How about seeing this year as one when you can pass on 
the good news of the love of Jesus to someone you know?   

Did you know that on average the decline in numbers in 
church attendance across the Church of England amounts 
to about 1 person per congregation per year?  Just imagine 
what could happen if you introduced one new person to 
church this year.  And if each of your fellow church members 
did so too then we would see an amazing reverse of the 
trend!  

But frankly it’s not about reversing the decline in our church 
numbers, is it.  Much more important is that there are 
people around us who are missing out on knowing that God 
loves them.  And we can do something about that.  Through 
our prayers, our care and our words. 

So who might you pray for this year?  Is there a neighbour, 
family member, work colleague or a friend who could really 
do with God’s blessing this year?  And as you pray, listen 
out for what God might say to you about being the answer 
to that prayer.  Perhaps you could be the one who shows 
them they matter to someone. 

And how about your church community?  What might you 
do together to send a message of love to your parish, the 
people you live among and serve?  And in so doing think 
about how you might tell them that your act of kindness and 
care comes with the love of God attached! 

With love and prayers for you all this New Year! 

+Ruth Taunton 

 From Wells Vineyard’s Storehouse Foodbank 

Dear Alastair 

Thank you for your recent harvest donation to the Wells 
Storehouse foodbank. I would be grateful if you could pass 
on our thanks to everyone who contributed to your donation. 

The food gifts we received throughout October were very 
well timed, as we are approaching our busiest time of year 
for referrals. The range of food products  donated was really 
exceptional, and replenished stocks of every item on our 
packing list, including donations of toiletries which were very 
helpful. The parcels we provide give three meals a day for 
four days for a single adult or for a family. This year we have 
given over 3000 meals. 

Some of the clients we help may be homeless and have no 
cooking facilities; others have complex health needs and so 
the variety on our shelves enables us to prepare a food 
parcel that meets individual needs. This may include gluten-
free, for example, or no-cook items that still combine to 
provide a nutricious meal. It is always good to give a client 
in very difficult circumstances food that they will enjoy as far 
as possible. This year the donations have been truly 
generous in that respect, and it is a privilege to be able to 
pass your kindness onwards. Our clients often comment on 
the range of food that is provided, and it really does make a 
significant difference, especially when children are included. 

You may know that there is a year-round collection point in 
Waitrose in Wells for the Storehouse foodbank. Both 
Waitrose and Tesco also provide logistical help where 
possible. The foodbank could not exist without the strong 
community support that we receive via food donations 
throughout the year from yourselves and others, and from 
volunteers regularly giving their time. The foodbank is open 
every Wednesday and Saturday 10.30—12.00, and if you 
are aware of anyone who might be interested we are 
currently recruiting for more volunteers. Our phone number 
is 07871 689598. 

Once again, very many thanks for your support. 

Yours sincerely 

Don Hart 
Wells Vineyard Church 
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Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow



Report of the December 2015 meeting of 
Wookey Hole WI  

Our meeting this month was delayed by members’ 
involvement with the successful Nativity Crib Festival at St 
Cuthbert’s Church, and the Centenary Carol Service at the 
Cathedral. Which brought our celebration of the season 
closer to Christmas, and we were in a relaxed mood and 
ready to enjoy the delicious festive food that the committee 
had provided, but as ever we were expected to do a little 
work for our supper. Our first task was to add ribbons to the 
frame of a garland, and we had a variety of colours and 
degrees of glitter to choose from in the basket of materials. 
As the task circulated around the room it was quickly followed 
by a teaser of a Christmas quiz which rather challenged our 
memories of the origins of the traditions we indulge in every 
year. We learned, if we didn’t already know, that the 
Christingle service originated in Moravia. Creativity with 
words was asked for with the starter lines of limericks 
provided, Santa, his elves and the turkey got up to all sorts of 
mischief. Warm punch, non-alcoholic as many of us were 
driving, supplemented our usual tea and coffee, and the 
sweet and savoury nibbles. Did I already mention there was 
food? Although the Community Hall was already tastefully 
decorated, we managed to find a handy hook for our now 
colourful and completed garland. But Sue, our President, 
reminded us that next month we shall be back to business, 
with the Resolutions for 2016 to consider.  

Rose Docherty 

CTWA Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
The theme is “Salt of the Earth”.  

The Sunday service is on 17th January, 6.30 pm at St. Joseph 
& St. Teresa. The preacher is Bishop Ruth of Taunton.   

Other services during the week are:-  
Monday 18th  9.30 am  St. Matthew’s Wookey 
Tuesday 19th  10.30 am  Methodist 
Church  
Wednesday 20th  9.00 am  St. Cuthbert’s 
Thursday 21st  10.00 am  Wells United 
Church  
Friday 22nd  2.00 pm  St. Joseph & St. Teresa 
Saturday 23rd  9.30 am  St. Thomas’ 

Mary Martin 

Tally-ho Red Leader: Angels One Five 
Among the flights of angels that have so radiantly graced our 
altar and chancel, you may have noticed Ark Angel, the Angel 
of the North and the Guardian Angel.  

These three angels, based on traditional free-standing French 
dolls, are for sale: £12 each or £30 for the three, proceeds to 
Church funds.  

Speak to Michael or Rosemary Bailey or to David Green. 

 Cuthbert’s Coots ’n’ Curlews 

Two proposed outings: 

1 Starlings on the Levels 

Tuesday, 5 January. We’ll meet at Pam Pearce’s house, 20 St 
Cuthbert Avenue at 3 p.m., aiming to get to Shapwick not 
later than 3.30. This should be well before the starlings arrive, 
so we should have time to visit a hide or two first. Bring your 
binoculars, of course, and please wear stout footwear and 
bring something waterproof if the weather looks threatening. 
You will walk, in all, not more than 2 miles. 

Please let me know if you will be coming and if so whether 
you can provide transport. 

2 Chew Valley Lake 

Tuesday, 2 February. We’ll meet at Pam’s house again, at 
9.30. Binoculars, footwear, waterproofs as above. Distance? 
Perhaps a mile. Again, let me know if you will be coming and 
if so whether you can provide transport. 

Cheep! Cheep! 

David Green, tel. 673356 

Starlings 
 Spirographing 

the Somerset Levels 

the starlings on their hectic wings 
startle and mesmerize. 

 Four million dancing 

in a giddiness of black and charcoal 
spray their dervish geometry 

on the winter skies. 

 Each arriving with his darling, 

each squadron screaming welcomes 

to the windswept wings, 
the black circles, pale grey spirals, 

streaks of indigo stretch out, dash in, 
collapse so fast to an inky dot, 

turn, gasp, rocket up and, suddenly, 

as at an air marshal’s command, 

 drop their shower of meteors 

into the hungry reeds. 

 David Green 
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6 January - The Epiphany 
Where did the Wise Men come from? 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on.  The Magi had 
originally been a religious caste among the Persians.  Their 
devotion to astrology, divination and the interpretation of 
dreams led to an extension in the meaning of the word, and 
by the first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have 
been astrologers from outside of Persia.   Some scholars 
believe they might have come from what was then Arabia 
Felix, or as we would say today, southern Arabia.   

Certainly in the first century astrology was practised there, 
and it was the region where the Queen of Sheba had lived.  
She of course had visited Solomon and would have heard 
the prophecies about how one day a Messiah would be born 
to the Israelites and become their king.  

Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked 
Herod:  ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to 
worship him.’  So it is possible that in southern Arabia the 
Queen of Sheba’s story of how a Messiah would one day be 
sent to the Israelites had survived.  Certainly there are a 
number of other early legends that connect southern Arabia 
with Solomon’s Israel.  

To many people this makes sense:  that the ancient stories 
of a Messiah, linked to later astrological study, prompted 
these alert and god-fearing men to the realisation that 
something stupendous was happening in Israel.  They 
realised that after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, 
the Messiah, was about to be born.    

One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory 
that the magi came from southern Arabia is this:  if you 
study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical times, 
you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered 
Palestine ‘from the East’.    

 Notes from the PCC meeting on  
24th November 

Downspouts and gutters, drains and soakaways all need 
annual attention. Alastair is concerned at the news that 
some cracks and thinning have been found in areas of the 
roof lead when looking for the source of the current drips 
from the roof. 

Policies on Fire, Health and Safety -  Piers Rose and 
Antonia Gwynn are working hard on updated policies which 
are urgently required to meet insurance requirements. The 
installation of emergency lighting for power cuts is being 
pursued with the Architect. Risk assessments will need to be 
undertaken regularly.  

Key holders – anyone holding keys for parts of the church 
premises was asked to give details to Graham Barrow who 
is revising the master list.  

Memorial for Mervyn Salmon: the Glastonbury Male Voice 
Choir wishes to present a Votive Candle Stand and 
memorial plaque. 

Distribution of the Bread and Wine: Under new legislation 
it was agreed to ask Bishop Peter for devolved permission 

to the Incumbent and PCC jointly to authorise appropriate 
church members to distribute the bread and wine in church 
or at home.  

From Fr. Yobo, Zambia: the Mothers’ Union there has 
asked for help in funding a chicken raising project to raise 
funds to help with their ministry; the Ladies’ Group and Jane 
Savery have been asked to help with an event at Easter 
time. 

The Meditation Group have thanked the PCC for its 
decision not to charge them for use of the Trinity Chapel; 
they will look at a contribution towards heating costs.  

Weekly Giving envelopes:  Myrtle would bring spare 
annual planned giving envelopes to the next Sunday service 
in which Alastair would promote their use. 

Goals, Plans and Ideas.  Rosemary reported that the small 
planning group had met to consider and come back with 
ideas about: 

Enabling and building a powerful spiritual life – by using 
Friendship/Fellowship home groups, and training 
volunteer Lay Worship Assistants (LWA). 

Getting to know each other better (not just in St Cuthbert’s) 
– by promoting events with a social element, and by 
having a Getting to know you Sunday Service; PCC to 
sit somewhere different, speak to someone they do not 
know and to wear a name badge, perhaps on 31st 
January. 

Effective Ministry to the young and families incorporating 
both ends of the age spectrum – by seeking permission 
from Junior School to use the minibus to collect young 
and old to attend events/services, and the idea of 
serving lunch after a service for all, or a Spring tea 
party. 

CTWA:  Mary Martin was thanked for her report (previously 
circulated) on the last meeting of the Christians Together in 
Wells Area forum. 

Other business:  The PCC reflected on the front page 
news item regarding cinemas not running the C of E Lord's 
Prayer recording.  It was encouraging that so many people 
had downloaded and shared this, and that the positive 
comments for showing the recording there had been from a 
wide spectrum of believers / non believers. 

It was noted that BBC Radio Somerset had hired 
St Cuthbert's Church for a Carol Service on 11th December 
and that all the tickets had already been distributed.  
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6 WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 
Wednesday  13th January 

THE LEGEND OF BARNEY THOMSON (15)   

Dark comedy about a 
small time Glasgow barber 
who gets mixed up in 
murder.  “…a brilliant 
comic performance from 
Emma Thompson as the 
hapless hero Barney's 
formidable, chain-smoking, 
fur-coat-wearing harridan 
of a mum. Imagine Dame 
Edith Evans crossed with 
Rab C Nesbitt and you'll 
come close to Cemolina.”    

Geoffrey MacNab  
The Independent. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 7pm, film starts 7.30pm.  Tickets on the 
door £6, under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

When Terror rattles the bars 
….You have been a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade 
from the heat; for the blast of the terrible ones is as a 
storm against the wall (Isaiah 25:4 NKJV) 
 
Right up to the Jihadists of today, the tides of history show 
up the astonishing inability of violent power-mad men to 
learn from the past. ‘Only with guns,’ wrote Chairman 
Mao, ‘can the whole world be transformed’ (Mao’s 
Thoughts, page 61). The Jihadists too have fallen for the 
lie - oblivious to posterity’s verdict that resorting to 
violence to win your case is a candid admission that you 
have already lost the argument.  
 
In Isaiah’s time it was the Assyrians. Their supreme 
weapon was Terror; inspired by their distorted religious 
beliefs. By enslavement and exile, butchery, mutilations 
and beheadings, their aim was universal domination. Yet, 
despite the ‘blast’ threatened by their unremitting violence, 
the prophet predicted that this would eventually come to 
nothing as against ‘the wall’ that represented the 
stronghold of God’s rule.  
 
And so it proved. Assyria’s capital fortress-city of Nineveh 
was taken in August 612 BC, by a coalition of Babylonians 
and Medes. The vivid Bible book of Nahum prophesied its 
downfall in amazing detail, as was confirmed later by 19th 
century archaeologists. Nahum foresaw the coming 
disaster as the judgment of God, in the words “I will leave 
you no prey on the earth.” For centuries to come, all that 
was left of Nineveh was a mound - Tell Kunyunjik – ‘The 
mound of many sheep.’ 
 

Its later name was Mosul – a modern city which today’s 
Jihadists have battled to make their own. Their weapon is 
the gun. The greater weapon by far is prayer by God’s 
people to Christ, the long-prophesied Man of destiny. The 
New King James Version gives us the true reading of 
Isaiah 32:2 in the words, ‘A man will be as a hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest …. as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.’ 
 
‘It is prayer,’ wrote Jaques Ellul, ‘and prayer alone, that 
can make history’. 

Richard Bewes 

THREE KINGS 

Does Christmas seem long gone? 
Well, Christmas doesn’t really end 
until Twelfth Night, 6th January. In 
the past all the 12 days of 
Christmas used to be celebrated 

with feasting and parties. January 6th is also the Feast of 
the Epiphany, which is the day on which the wise men, led 
by the star, arrived at Bethlehem At Christmas we sang 
about Three Kings but we don’t really know who they 
were, kings or wise men or where they came from – you 
can check the details in St Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 2. 

We do know that they brought very expensive symbolic 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh for Jesus, not the 
usual things that you would give to a small baby. 
Traditionally the gifts have a special meaning: gold is for a 
king; frankincense (sweet smelling incense) is for God 
and myrrh (a spice used to prepare bodies for burial) for 
mortal man. 

GOLDEN ANSWERS 

All the answers to this quiz begin with the letters GOLD 
(well, can you find any words that began with 
frankincense or myrrh?). Answers at the bottom of the 
page.  

Can you say which GOLD is … 

1. a small bird? 

2. kept in an aquarium? 

3. made from sugar and used in cooking? 

4. a source of wealth? 

5. a tall yellow flower? 

6. ate the three bears’ porridge? 

7. won by a winner at the Olympics? 

8. a 50th wedding anniversary?  

What do you call a camel that’s got three humps? 
Humphrey.  

Who rides a camel and carries a lamp? 
Florence of Arabia.  

Answers: 1.gold finch  2.goldfish  3.golden 
syrup  4.goldmine  5.golden rod   

6.Goldilocks  7.gold medal  8.golden wedding 

http://www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
http://www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


Welcome back to life at St James-
the-Least-of-All 

In response to many letters regretting his retirement, 
Parish Pump has decided to re-run ‘Uncle Eustace’ from its 
first appearance in May 2005. So, ‘da capo’: 

Historically, the Church of England has had its share of 
eccentric clergy.  Even nowadays, hiding away in remote 
parishes, there are still some colourful clergy about.  
Clergy such as the elderly, Anglo-Catholic Uncle Eustace, 
who is incumbent in the small parish of St James-the-
Least-of All, somewhere in Very Rural England.  Eustace 
despairs of his nephew, Darren, who has become an 
Evangelical curate in a busy urban parish… and so he 
writes letters, to try and properly ‘educate’ Darren in parish 
life. 

On how to deal with 
oddities in the 
collection plate 

My dear Darren 

I do hope you have now settled down in your first parish - 
although it is such a pity that you did not choose a more 
distinguished one. I know you feel your vocation lies in 
inner city work – whereas mine, fortunately, has always 
been to the better sort of rural village. I have always felt 
that the Almighty understands me well in that regard. 

With Easter so early this year, we find that the May flowers 
will be blooming for Ascension Day, Pentecost and even 
Trinity Sunday. This causes me some anxiety, as the ladies 
who do the flowers can so easily get carried away, and use 
colours that clash with the splendid altar frontals. And if it 
isn’t the flowers, it’s Mrs Margison’s hat. Why oh why does 
that woman wear such a hat and then sit so near to the 
front of the church?  I thought she had more aesthetic 
taste. 

We had a little flurry of activity in church on Sunday. At the 
signal “let us pray”, as the congregation dutifully flopped to 
their knees, sounding like a flock of geese settling in for 
the night, Major Hastings lost his glass eye. Yes, again!  
That man is so careless at times. Anyway, released from 
captivity, the eye rolled under the pews like a fugitive 
marble, ricocheting from hassock to handbag over the 
stone flags.  

My sonorous entreaties to the Almighty were completely 
lost as the entire congregation scuttled under pews, trying 
to retrieve it. It finally appeared on the collection plate - 
along with £4.17p, 100 pesetas and Miss Simpson’s front 
door key. I was unsure whether the last item represented a 
fit of absent-mindedness or an improper suggestion. I 
returned it to her very firmly at the end of the Service.The 
eye stared at me mournfully as I blessed it, along with the 
money. But it left a small social dilemma. What is the 
etiquette of returning a lost glass eye to its owner?  To 
have processed down the aisle with it, accompanied by 

crucifer and verger seemed a little too public. To sneak it to 
him as we shook hands at the door seemed a little too 
furtive. I finally decided to send a server to deliver it during 
the last hymn. I still wonder if it was the right decision.  

Perhaps you could look through that new Common 
Worship book and see if they have included an appropriate 
rite for returning lost glass eyes.  We here at St James-the-
Least-of-All haven’t yet got round to Common Worship.  
The days are evil enough as it is. 

I await your response with interest. 

Your loving uncle 

Eustace 

Nine Important Facts To Remember As 
We Grow Older  

9.  Death is the number one killer in the world.  

8.  Life is sexually transmitted.  

7.  Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at 
which one can die.  

6.  Men have two motivations: hunger and hanky panky 
and they can't tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his 
eye, make him a sandwich.  

5.  Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach 
a person to use  the Internet and they won't bother you for 
weeks, months, maybe years.  

4.  Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in 
the hospital, dying of nothing.  

3.  All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays 
no attention to criticism.  

2.  In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. 
Now the world is weird, and people take Prozac to make it 
normal.  

1.  Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today 
may be a burning issue tomorrow.  
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Nativity Crib/Angel Festival – the results 

The Festival brought a tangible awareness of the 
significance of Christmas into St Cuthbert’s and a steady 
flow (at times a flood) of people to share it. It brought a 
bustle of activity to all parts of the building - Nativity sets in 
the nave, a fantastic Host of Angels in the sanctuary, 
gorgeous dressing up Nativity and “Make an Angel” in 
Children’s Corner, a Working Village in Trinity Chapel, a 
very busy kitchen serving festive food, loaned church sets in 
St Martin’s and conversations (and some excitement) 
everywhere.  

Also it brought a result of £2252.93 after expenses. of which 
the promised tithe of £225.29 will be split equally between 
St Margaret’s Hospice and Christian Aid Refugee Crisis 
Appeal (for work in Syria, Libya and Iraq). 

Once again, sincere thanks to everyone who played a part 
in making the event enjoyable and rewarding. 

Vernon 

Sign in to Facebook to see two more photos on the Church 
of England facebook page for Thursday 17th December:  
  

https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland 

God's Plan for Aging 
  
Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom 
God decreed that seniors become forgetful so they would 
have to search for their glasses, keys and other things thus 
doing more walking. And God looked down and saw that it 
was good. 
  
Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He 
made seniors lose coordination so they would drop things 
requiring them to bend, reach & stretch. And God looked 
down and saw that it was good. 
  
Then God considered the function of bladders and decided 
seniors would have additional calls of nature requiring more 
trips to the bathroom, thus providing more exercise. God 
looked down and saw that it was good. 
  
So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down 
more, remember it’s God’s will. It is all in your best interest 
even though you may mutter under your breath. 

The Way I See It:  ‘minute particulars’ 
change lives 

I was struck last Autumn by the way public reaction to the 
news was shaped by apparently small events – small, that 
is, against the backdrop of the ‘big’ news of the refugee 
crisis. One photo – of a Greek soldier carrying the body of a 
tiny boy who had drowned when a refugee boat sank – 
literally transformed public opinion in Britain.  

The man leading the prayers in my church, who had 
pleaded with God to help us to wake up and do something 
about the plight of these people, admitted to me after the 
service that he had originally felt that stronger measures 
should be taken to limit this mass migration from Middle 
East war zones. ‘What changed your mind?’ I asked. 
‘Simple’, he said. ‘That picture. Instant conversion!’ 

I thought of that when I watched an elderly woman putting a 
bag of pasta in the food bank bin in our local Co-op store. 
Such a small gesture, but full of profound intent. And then I 
remembered the words of the poet William Blake: ‘He who 
would do good to another must do it in minute particulars’. 
That’s profoundly true, because our lives are built of ‘minute 
particulars’. Jesus pointed out to the crowds on one 
occasion that He, and the prophets of old, dealt with 
individuals. Not everyone was being healed, not every blind 
person restored to sight. If minute particulars would change 
things to the extent He did, then I’m all for them. 

As the saying goes, I can’t do everything, but that’s no 
reason to do nothing’. There’s probably a New Year 
resolution there somewhere. 

Canon David Winter 

Softly 

A churchwarden went to the Police Station wishing to see 
the burglar who had slipped in and out of the church during 
evensong. "You'll get your chance in court," said the Desk 
Sergeant. 

"I don’t want revenge," said the man. "I want to know how 
he got out of the service early without the vicar noticing. I've 
been trying to do that for years!" 
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Punography 
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 

When chemists die, they barium. 

Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 

A soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is 
now a seasoned veteran. 

I know a guy who is addicted to brake fluid. He says he can 
stop any time. 

How does Moses make his tea. Hebrews it. 

I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it 
dawned on me. 

The girl said she recognised me from the vegetarian club, 
but I’d never met herbivore. 

I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I can’t put it down. 

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on 
words. 

They told me I Had type A blood, but it was a typO. 

A dyslexic man walks into a bra. 

PMS jokes aren’t funny. Period. 

Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations. 

Duracell Bunny arrested, and charged with battery. 

I didn’t like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 

How do you make holy water. Boil the hell out of it. 

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?  
A thesaurus. 

When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble. 

What does a clock do when it’s hungry? It goes back four 
seconds. 

I wondered why the cricket ball was getting bigger. Then it 
hit me. 

Broken pencils are pointless. 

The puppy 
A clergyman was walking down the street when he came 
upon a group of about a dozen boys, surrounding a small 
puppy. Concerned lest the boys were hurting it, he went to 
investigate.  One boy explained, "We just found this puppy, 
and we all want him. So we've decided that whichever one 
of us can tell the biggest lie will get to take him home." 

The minister was taken aback. "Don't you boys know it's a 
sin to lie? Why, when I was your age, I never told a lie.”  
There was dead silence for a moment. The minister thought 
he had got through to them.   

Then the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, "All right, 
give him the dog.” 

An atheist is someone who believes that what you see is all 
you get.  - Anon 

If we are taken up with our own personal needs, or if we are 
looking for position and status in the church, we shall be of 
little use to God. - David Watson 

A reunion is when you meet people your own age who all 
look a lot older than you. - Anon 

Political leaders 

“Don’t worry about your son, he is set to become a great 
politician,” the teacher said.  The parents were delighted 
and asked how she could tell. “Well, he can say more things 
that sound well and mean nothing at all than anyone else in 
the class.”   

Are you taking a mid-winter break?   
If you are preparing to take off for foreign climes, do keep 
an eye out for signs that have English words… but perhaps 
not an English meaning!   In hotels and train stations and 
airports all over the world there are polite little signs that will 
bring a smile to the lips of even an exhausted traveller.  For 
instance, how about these*: 

Switzerland:  We have nice bath and are very good in bed. 

Romania:  The lift is being fixed for the next day.  During 
that time we regret you will be unbearable. 

Russia:  If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are 
welcome to it. 

Italy:  If service is required, give two strokes to the maid and 
three to the waiter. 

Spain:  Our wine list leaves you with nothing to hope for. 

Denmark:  In the event of fire, open a window and 
announce your presence in a seemly manner. 

Canary Islands:  If you telephone for room service you will 
get the answer you deserve. 

Have you spotted any signs that mistranslate English?  If 
so, please tell the editor, and we will publish them … 

*With thanks to ‘Lost in Translation: Misadventures in 
English Abroad’ by Charlie Croker (Michael O’Mara Books, 
£9.99) 
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Up and down 

A psychiatrist was training some young clergy who were 
interested in doing counselling.  Deciding to test them, she 
asked:  “How would you diagnose someone who visits your 
church, walks back and forth, screaming at the top of his 
lungs one minute, and then collapsing in a pew to weep 
uncontrollably the next?”  A young man at the back of the 
room raised his hand and ventured: “a football coach?” 

Nine Important Facts To Remember       
As We Grow Older  

9.  Death is the number one killer in the world.  

8.  Life is sexually transmitted.  

7.  Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which 

one can die.  
6.  Men have two motivations: hunger and hanky panky 

and they can't tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his eye, 

make him a sandwich.  

5.  Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach 

a person to use  the Internet and they won't bother you for 

weeks, months, maybe years.  

4.  Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in 
the hospital, dying of nothing.  

3.  All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no 

attention to criticism.  

2.  In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. 

Now the world is weird, and people take Prozac to make it 

normal.  

1.  Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today 
may be a burning issue tomorrow.  

Where did the name ‘Jesus’ come from? 

The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs 
in several languages.  It is of Hebrew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or 
Joshua.  Or there is the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’.  In 
Greek, it became ‘ Ἰησοῦς’ (Iēsoûs),  and in Latin it 
became ‘Iesus’.     

The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh 
rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’.   No wonder the angel 
Gabriel in Luke 1:26-33 told Mary to name her baby Jesus:  
“because he will save his people from their sins”.   

From the Registers 2015 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 
December  3rd  Adeline Mary Taylor 

    10th  Sybil Grace Stacey 

   Evelyn Moore 

    16th  Gladys Mary Hole 

   June Langley 

    18th  Gladys May Bayley 

    23rd  Margaret June Teek 

       Sheila Jenkins 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk


DIARY FOR JANUARY 2016 

Sunday              3                                  Epiphany Sunday
                                    8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)
                                  10.00 am Parish Communion (St Cuthbert)
                                  11.00 am Parish Communion (Wookey Hole)
 
Monday               4     10.00 am ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group (St C)
Wednesday         6     10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)
Thursday             7       9.30 am Meditation Group (Trinity Chapel)
                                  11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)

Friday                  8       7.30 pm Bellringers’ AGM
 
Sunday 10 The Baptism of Christ
                                 10.00 am Parish Communion (St Cuthbert)
                                  11.00 am Parish Communion (Wookey Hole)
                                 12.30 pm Baptism of Bella-Mae Harding
                                   4.00 pm Informal Service (Wookey Hole)
 
Monday              11    10.00 am ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group (St C0
Wednesday       13     10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)
Thursday           14     11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)
                                    7.30 pm Deanery Mission & Pastoral Group (Trinity Chapel)
 
Sunday 17 Second Sunday of Epiphany  *Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
                                 10.00 am Parish Communion (St Cuthbert)
                                 11.00 am Morning Prayer (Wookey Hole)
                                   4.00 pm Together@4
                                   6.30 pm *CTWA Service for Christian Unity at Ss Joseph & Teresa - 

Preacher, Bishop Ruth
 Monday             18       9.30 am Welcome Group (Trinity Chapel)
                                    9.30 am *Prayers at St Matthew, Wookey
                                  10.00 am ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group

Tuesday             19     10.30 am *Prayers at the Methodist Church
                                    7.30 pm Ladies’ Group AGM (St Lawrence Centre)

Wednesday       20       9.00 am *Prayers at St Cuthbert’s
                                  10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)
                                    12 noon Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert)
 
Thursday            2       19.30 am Meditation Group (Trinity Chapel)
                                   10.00am *Prayers at Wells United Church
                                   11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)
                                    7.30 pm Faith Group at the Vicarage

Friday                22       9.30 am Listening Group (Trinity Chapel)
                                    2.00 pm *Prayers at Ss Joseph and Teresa

Saturday           23        9.30 am *Prayers at St Thomas
 
Sunday 24 Third  Sunday of Epiphany
                                  10.00 am Parish Communion (St Cuthbert)
                                  11.00 am Parish Communion (Wookey Hole)

Monday             25     10.00 am ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers’ Group (St C)
Tuesday            26       9.30 am Rural Deans & Archdeacon Meeting (Trinity Chapel)
                                   7.00 pm St Cuthbert’s PCC (Lawrence Centre)

Wednesday       27     10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)
Thursday           28     11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)
 
Sunday 31 Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
                                   8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion (Wookey Hole)
                                 10.00 am Parish Communion for Candlemas (St Cuthbert)
 

Please note that the Kitchen reopens for meals on 20th January, with the Market Day lunch;  
meanwhile the Coffee Bar will be open on Thursdays and Saturdays.  
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