
The second half of life – starting conversations in your 
congregations and communities 

by Revd Jennifer Cole

I was recently part of a forum organised by the Diocese on 
the Ageing Agenda. It was a very interesting morning with 
very varied inputs including James Woodward who has 
written books on Ageing, David Maggs, the Social 
Responsibility Officer for the Diocese and other 
contributions. My part was to talk about how churches 
might respond to the ageing agenda and below is what I 
said. 

When you have read this and think that perhaps this would 
be a good thing for St Cuthbert’s, just let me know and we 
could start such a group. 

We hear a lot about issues to do with ageing through the 
media on TV and newspapers. Not so long ago it seemed 
to me that this had a negative spin with phrases such as 
being a burden on the NHS or draining the pension pot. 
More recently I think the message about the ageing 
agenda seems more positive. There was something on the 
radio about opportunities for older people to start an 
apprenticeship or a recent Times article ‘Could this be the 
cure for the ills of old age?’ or ‘thousands of elderly left 
hungry and thirsty in care’ or ‘Children will work until they 
hit 100’  

So the ageing agenda has been given much more 
prominence. But where can people discuss these issues 
and concerns?  

For some it may be their family and close friends. Sometimes 
families find it difficult to discuss or talk about these issues 
such as care for the elderly, living wills, or funeral planning 
with their parents. This is where churches and communities 
have an opportunity to help by setting up groups for people to 
come together and chat and discuss the ageing agenda in a 
safe environment.  

How might we go about this? First of all it’s good to see who 
might be interested. In a church context this can be through a 
sermon about growing older, Eli and Samuel or Simeon and 
Anna are good examples. Then people are invited to give 
their name if they are interested in joining such a discussion 
group – anybody of any age can join.  

Then comes the practical bit. You will need to find a 
comfortable safe place to hold the meeting, warm in the 
winter, not a few chairs in a draughty church hall! Timing is 
also important – perhaps an afternoon is better as some older 
people don’t like going out in the dark. Also, make sure that 
everybody can hear. And of course, a place where hospitality 
can be offered. 

The format of a session would be to meet together, discuss 
and chat and finish with tea and biscuits or even better cake! 
When the group meets there are different ways of doing this. 
One way is not to set an agenda but encourage group 
members to bring their own items or concerns.  For the group 
I have been involved with, this has worked really well. People 
bring newspaper articles they have come come across, or a 
book they are reading such as ‘Being Mortal‘.  
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

(continued)
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15 For the first meeting it is probably best to provide some 
input to get the whole thing started – for example using the 
statistics about ageing in Somerset is a great discussion 
starter or you may want to choose a topic such as 
recreation in older age, or talking about favourite TV 
programmes and how are older people portrayed in that.  

At the end of the first meeting, the topic for the next meeting 
can be chosen by the group. It could be anything from what 
happens when I die, to exploring getting involved in 
voluntary work, or issues to do with going on holiday. We 
have found that after the first meeting people come 
prepared and bring all sorts of interesting pieces of 
information, so its good to have a treasure chest for these 
contributions.  

It’s not rocket science and doesn’t require a lot of resources 
to set up. So anybody should be able to do this. All you 
need to to is to prepare the ground to generate interest, 
invite those interested to come and chat and be ready to 
discuss some deep issues about life and death.    

Jennifer Cole  

 St Cuthbert’s Ladies Group:
Our meeting on 17th November is our member’s DIY 
evening, where we entertain ourselves.  Our theme this year 
is “My hobby / what I do in my spare time”.   This is your 
chance to tell everyone about your sky-diving exploits, your 
skill with the paintbrush, train-driving skills, whatever talent 
you may have…….. Tell us about your hobbies and 
pastimes, with a demonstration perhaps, or just come and 
listen to what others have to say. Do please have a word 
with me if you would like a 5-minute slot during the 
evening.   There will be some table-space available to 
display or exhibit any crafts. Although we usually have 
seasonal drinks and mince pies at this November meeting, 
the Committee has decided not to this year as we will 
having a pre-Christmas coffee morning in December.  Last 
year’s DIY evening on the theme of “clothes from your 
wardrobe – a triumph or disaster” was a most enjoyable 
occasion; let’s hope your hobbies are as much fun.

 Menus will be available for our Annual Dinner to be held at 
Café Piano on 16th February.  If you are not going to be at 
the November meeting, please ask Fay or myself for a copy 
after 17th November. 

 Bid 

St Cuthbert Church  
Nativity Crib Festival 

 Friday 4th – Monday 7th December 
10am – 4.30pm daily (Sunday 11.30am start) 

We still have room for more sets – please ask your 
family and friends. (tell Sue Harding 672653 Jill Deane 
675477) 

 Please make or lend an Angel for the Heavenly Host 
assembling in the Chancel (tell Michael/Rosemary 
Bailey 677201) 

A few more stewards would be nice for welcoming, chatting, 
guarding and raffle (tell Vernon Harding 672653) 

Plan your time so you can visit and admire the exhibits. As 
well as the Nativity sets and the Angel Host, Alistair Glanvile 
will again be bringing his “moving” model village which 
fascinated us all last year.  

There will be things for the children throughout the Festival, 
including a dressing up area to become part of a nativity 
scene, angel making and other projects. 

We will also be selling Festive refreshments – warm non 
alcoholic mulled wine, mince pies, stollen, tea and coffee. 

The event is over the same weekend as Rotary’s Reindeer 
Parade,  

and on Sunday afternoon the Wells City Band will be playing 
in St. Cuthbert’s. Recorder music and Carols are planned 
for other days. 

SO ONCE AGAIN PLEASE set the dates aside in your diary 
and come and be intrigued by the many interpretations of 
the Christmas story from across the world.  

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE 

                                           

  

Heavenly Host of Angels 
Following the success of the Christmas Crib Festival at St. 
Cuthbert’s last year, this year’s festival will include a display 
of The Heavenly Host of Angels. 

These are going to be situated in the Sanctuary and 
Chancel. We are planning for the ‘The Host’ to flow around 
the altar and on the steps within the communion rail and 
also around the surrounding pillars. 

Obviously we need a lot of angels! So we are asking for 
your help to create a large host of angels in white, gold and/
or silver. 

• Angels that you already have that you would be willing to 
display (both three and two dimensional and carefully 
labelled). 

• Angels you would be willing to make - there are lots of 
designs – and we particularly would like angels in three 
dimensions which can stand up by themselves to 
spread over the altar steps. They can be made of 
anything you choose and size within reason! 

• We understand that local schools will be making some too. 

• We are happy to run a workshop for angel making if 
anyone would like – please shout and we will arrange 
it. 

• We need the angels by Sunday 22nd. November and 
would be pleased if you can let us know as soon as 
possible what we can expect. 

• If you want your angels back then please label them 
appropriately. 

Rosemary and Michael Bailey 01749 677201  
   or email meajrb@ aol.com    



Message from Bishop Peter 
Bath and Wells has for many years been linked with the five 
Anglican dioceses in Zambia. My wife Jane and I spent most 
of August this year visiting them, along with Peter Merson and 
Jeremy Key-Pugh.   We are grateful to everyone who prayed 
for us and supported us whilst we were there.  Do have a look 
at the photos and videos and reports on the diocesan 
website: http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2015/09/zambia-
update-final-week-and-farewells/   

It was such a rich, humbling and wonderful visit.  We returned 
encouraged, enriched, enlivened - and exhausted! We 
travelled some 2,000 miles, many of them bouncing along 
some very rural roads.  Although we sometimes arrived at our 
destinations a bit shaken, we were always immediately 
overwhelmed by the warmth of the welcome we received.  
The worship was uplifting, the singing was joyful, the dancing 
was exuberant and we found ourselves moved by the sense 
of God’s Spirit with us wherever we went.  We have been 
changed by the experience. We were also challenged as we 
saw churches reaching out in wonderful ways proclaiming the 
gospel and sharing God’s love in practical and caring ways.   

We saw churches being built, and clinics and schools 
providing health care and education to communities which 
would otherwise have no facilities at all.  We saw the Anglican 
Church in Zambia engaging with issues of social justice, 
gender based violence and the problems of climate change 
and global warming.  We saw the love of Christ being offered 
to many in need and saw communities being transformed by 
that love.  

We would love to share more of this with parishes and 
organisations and would welcome opportunities to do that. Do 
invite one of us to come! But especially we would ask you to 
pray for our brothers and sisters in Zambia that God will 
continue to lead them and guide them and provide for their 
needs. 

With warm Christian greetings, 

+Peter Bath and Wells 

Quiz in aid of the Cathedral’s 
Burkina Faso project

This quiz will be held in St Thomas Church Hall at 7.30 on 
Friday 13th November. Light snacks and drinks will be 
provided but participants are asked to bring their own alcohol.

Donations of £5 per each of the four team members are 
requested.

Funds are being raised for this joint project between Christian 
Aid and the Cathedral which is aiming for a target of £5000 
which will then lever in £20,000 of EU money. We are over 
half way towards the target.

For tickets, please contact Adrian I’Anson on 01749 689231 
adrianianson@yahoo.co.uk.

______________ 

’To be interested in the changing seasons is, in this middling 
zone, a happier state of mind than to be hopelessly in love 
with spring.’  Little Essays by George Santayana  
(1863-1952) 

Message from Bishop Ruth  
Greetings to you! 

I am thrilled to be here in Somerset having been officially 
installed as the Bishop of Taunton. The warmth of the 
welcome I have received has been humbling.  

19 years to the day after I was ordained a deacon, I was 
standing in St. Paul’s Cathedral opposite the Archbishop of 
Canterbury as he consecrated me a bishop in the Church of 
England. A few days later I joined 11 others as part of a 
special service of welcome at Wells Cathedral where we were 
all admitted into our respective office of ministry. We had 
gathered there together, each with our own stories of how 
God had called us. 

Ministry is not about setting ourselves up as people of power, 
to make judgements of others, or as leaders to whom folk will 
be drawn, but rather to be messengers of the good news of 
Jesus. To point towards Christ whom we follow and who loves 
each of us. Whatever we have done. Whoever we are. 

Ministry in the Church of God is not something that can be 
undertaken in isolation but rather it is about joining together 
with the whole people of God, Bishop and Reader, 
Churchwarden, men and women, lay and ordained, young 
and older, whatever our ethnicity or educational qualifications, 
to tell our part of the story. 

So I look forward with anticipation to meeting with you as we 
seek to grow God’s Kingdom in Somerset. Over the coming 
weeks, months and years I hope to meet with many of you in 
your communities to hear your part of the story and to work 
alongside you through the joys and pains of ministry, in 
whatever shape that may be, as we seek to bring the Gospel 
afresh to the people of Somerset.  

Prayers and blessings.  
+Ruth Taunton 
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Coffee Morning 
A Village Themed Coffee Morning will be held at Wookey Hole 
Community Hall on Saturday 7 November from 10am  -  1pm.
There will be displays of village activities and an opportunity to 

sign up.
Fairtrade goods will be on sale and there will be a Tombola 

and Bring and Buy.
Refreshments and home made cakes will be available.

Proceeds in aid of new Hall Carpeting.
All welcome – look forward to seeing you there. 

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2015/09/zambia-update-final-week-and-farewells/
mailto:adrianianson@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2015/09/zambia-update-final-week-and-farewells/
mailto:adrianianson@yahoo.co.uk


 WELCOME TO OUR WONDERFUL CHURCH? 
I’m sure you all visit churches on your holidays.  Sometimes 
a church feels welcoming and alive and you leave with a 
warm glow and a good memory.  And sometimes you know 
you have visited a beautiful and ancient building but you 
don’t feel enriched or inspired in any way. 

The PCC has asked a small group to take a look at the 
experience for visitors to St Cuthbert’s (be they passing 
tourists, aficionados or people coming to a service here for 
the first time) to see if there are ways in which we can 
provide an environment and atmosphere which is really 
welcoming and helps people experience that warm glow.   

The group has come up with an initial list of priorities: 

 Re-decorate the porch and update the displays so that 
the welcome for visitors is bright and encouraging 

 Promote the wonderful new Trinity chapel as a quiet 
space for prayer and reflection by moving the votive candles 
and prayer board nearer the chapel; purchasing a new floor 
stand for the candles; improving signage so that visitors 
understand that they are welcome to spend time in the 
chapel; and providing ideas for prayers to help people focus 
their thoughts 

     Update the information available for visitors by 
revising the short tour leaflet and linking it to information 
posts around the church; producing a children’s guide; and 
providing some guidance to the Christian and liturgical 
significance of various parts of the church as well as 
architectural and historical facts. 

We are all very excited by this project and have become 
almost obsessed about visiting churches and investigating 
all their guides etc!  We would love everyone to become 
equally enthusiastic and bombard us with ideas.  It would 
also be wonderful if there are talented people among you 
who could help with design, layout, illustrations etc. 

We have a fabulous church and want to show it off!  Let’s 
not hide our light under a bushel and say “This isn’t the 
Cathedral, you know.”.  Let’s try to make a church which 
shouts “This is our wonderful church of St Cuthbert – you 
are very welcome – come in, look round, learn about the 
building and feel the warmth and the spirituality.”  

Patsy Barrow, Alistair Glanville, Graham Barrow, Sheila 
Linegar, Antonia Gwynn 

Blessed be agriculture – if one does not have too much of it. 
- C Warner 

Thank you from Lucy Bailey  
Thank you for all your support [Easter chicks and clothes] 
for my trip to the 23rd World Scout and Guide Jamboree in 
Japan in August 2015. 

It was a huge adventure and we got a special message from 
David Cameron wishing us well as we set off.  

We first stayed with our 
host families, who 
arranged visits to places 
of interest and activities 
for us to do. This included 
peace crane making, 
smashing water melons 
with a bamboo stick and 
catching our noodles for 
lunch in a cold water 
chute! Of course there 
were fireworks too. 

Everyone was very kind 
and friendly and it was 
really good to stay in a 
Japanese home and 
share meals together. The 
family had their own shrine in a special room set apart and 
all three generations lived together. The grandparents were 
very special and treated with great respect. 

We then went to the Camp at Yamaguchi where 35,000 
scouts and guides from every country in the world [bar 4] 
were gathered all in one place. The theme of the Camp was 
‘Peace and Unity’ and there were ceremonies and activities 
related to this theme and opportunities to meet other scouts 
and guides from around the world. There was also an 
opportunity to understand about other faiths represented at 
the Camp and I joined a Christian group for worship on one 
occasion.  

It was incredibly hot and humid [also for the Japanese] and 
we all had to drink special rehydrating fluids to keep us 
healthy and well. We did get to swim in the sea.  

We had the privilege of visiting Hiroshima at the time of the 
anniversary of the atom bombing in August.  It was very 
moving and we took our 1000 peace cranes to leave at the 
memorial. We were able to visit the big square and the 
museum – it was very crowded. 

We also stayed in Tokyo and visited the Imperial Palace, a 
temple and the Sky Tree – the second tallest building in the 
world with a glass floor to look down through to the ground! 

It was all amazing and very special – thank you.   

Lucy 
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Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow
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15 The October meeting of Wookey Hole WI  
President Sue Harding welcomed a visitor, Sue Maylam, 
who is a WI advisor from East Kent, at our October 
meeting. Plans were made to participate in the Wookey 
Hole Village Organisations coffee morning, and for our 
visit in the Community Minibus to the WI Centenary 
Exhibition at Radstock Museum. Last month we hosted 
the Somerset Federation’s Autumn Ramble, Sue H, Joan 
and Lesley R provided tea, coffee, biscuits and 
conversation, while Rose did the map reading. 

Our speaker was Andy Jeffrey, who entertained us with a 
very light hearted account of his progress from farmer to 
the proprietor of  Farrington’s, the farm shop, restaurant, 
retail outlets and playbarn at Farrington Gurney. His family 
moved to the Mendips in 1962, just in time to witness the 
snow of the winter of 1963, having enjoyed eight weeks 
off school he was disappointed when it didn’t happen the 
following year.  

He and his wife started the farm shop in a very basic 
fashion in 1991, serving mainly local people, and it 
suffered a severe setback when Tesco opened close by. A 
conference on farm shops in 1999 made it plain that they 
knew too little, they were doing none of what were 
considered essentials.  

Having spent large amounts of money, the next set back 
as they were planning their opening was the foot and 
mouth epidemic of 2001, but restrictions were lifted just in 
time, and the number of customers was far in excess of 
expectation, they needed to buy extra tills. Since then 
they have added and converted extra buildings to house 
professional kitchens, and outlets operated by 
independent traders.  

He and his team are dedicated to health, so the 
vegetables they grow to sell and to use in the restaurant 
are organic, and the cooking is done with butter, no 
margarine, and the artisan bakery produces gluten free 
products.  

In the midst of all this hard work, he found time, a few 
years ago, to pose for a photograph for the ‘Naked 
Farmers’ calendar. No wonder that the family no longer 
has time to keep dairy cows. On behalf of the enthusiastic 
shoppers of the WI, he was thanked by Pat. 

Rose Docherty 

Letter from Wookey Hole 
With the coming of Autumn the church is beginning to 
resume activities after a longer time than usual when 
many of the congregation and village were away. 

On September 12th we were one of the churches on the 
Ride and Stride itinerary and were visited by Bishop Peter 
and Jane , the second time they have been here although 
not, unfortunately, to a service but merely for a pit-stop. 

A number of us attended a meeting in Henton Village Hall 
when the speaker was Tom Benyon, the founder of Zane, 
one of our church charities about which I wrote in an 
earlier magazine article . Following a short film showing 
their work, Tom gave an inspiring and lively talk to the 
large audience which included several former residents of 
Zimbabwe and a former ambassador who now live locally. 
We felt it was a charity well worth supporting and one 
efficiently and honestly run. 

Our main autumn event was, of course, the celebration of 
Harvest. We held a Harvest Bring and Share supper in the 
Community Hall when we had a wonderful array of 
delicious food which tasted as good as it looked. Elizabeth 
Rennie had supplied a quiz for each table which kept us 
all challenged and amused and finally we enjoyed the 
ingenious answers! It was an evening of fun and 
fellowship and we were all reluctant to go home. The next 
day we had our Harvest festival services in a beautifully 
decorated church, joined for evensong by members of St 
Cuthbert's choir. 

With September our monthly Bible studies resumed . 
These are very informal meetings, over a cup of tea and 
cakes. Anyone who would like to join us would be most 
welcome. Just phone 679678 for details. 

Elizabeth 

People must not do things for fun. We are not here for fun. 
There is no reference to fun in any Act of Parliament. 
A. P. Herbert: Uncommon Law

Don’t let’s go to the dogs tonight
For mother will be there.          
A. P. Herbert: Don’t let’s go to the dogs 

Said Daniel on entering the lion’s den: “Well, whoever 

does the after-dinner speaking, it won’t be me!” 

It’s time for another Ceilidh  
 with  

@ Wookey Hole Club
November 28th at 8.00pm

doors open 7.30pm
£6 on the door, tel. 01749 678468 to 

reserve



WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 
Wednesday 11th November 

MR HOLMES (PG)  
Mystery Crime  Drama  

Ian McKellen plays an 
aged, retired Sherlock 
Holmes looking back on 
his life, and grappling with 
an unsolved case involving 
a beautiful woman.  Jeffrey 
Hatcher’s script neatly ties 
together the interplay 
between myth and 
memory – both unreliable 
and malleable – while 
McKellen nurtures his 
character’s changing 
nature with affection and 
grace. 

Saturday 28th November 

ANNIE HALL (PG)  
Romantic Comedy Drama  

Woody Allen’s classic is 
being shown at a special 
event starting at 7pm 
supported by the British Film 
Institute  “Love” season.  
More information on our 
website or call Julia on 
01749 672754. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 7pm, film starts 7.30pm.  Tickets on the 
door £6, under 16’s £3 

More info and a trailer at: 
www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

 Visitors from Zambia 

It was a simple affair in South Horrington, just coffee and 
biscuits in a pleasant sitting room, eight people sitting, 
nibbling and talking. But the listening was the most 
important thing, for the two special guests were the Rt 
Revd David Njovu, Bishop of Lusaka, and his wife Noreen. 
The rest of us, five from St Thomas’s and myself, had 
enough to say, it’s true, but you could tell by the body 
language that we could have listened to our Zambian 
guest into the early hours and not nodded off. 

I could have kidded myself that I knew a tad about 
Zambia’s history; you know, Northern Rhodesia as was, 
President Kaunda, the Kariba Dam, the country’s reliance 
on copper mining, and so on. But here’s one thing I didn’t 
know. Whereas the country’s southern neighbour 

Zimbabwe had been left a considerable agricultural legacy 
by the outgoing British administration, for the new Zambia 
the colonial power failed to develop any agricultural 
infrastructure to speak of. It was copper, copper, copper, all 
the way. Zambia imports much of its food still, and of 
course this is a problem. 

So too is the position of girls and young women in the rural 
areas. Old customs die hard, and what we would call a 
dowry system still survives, committing girls to early 
marriages. Quite simply, their families need the money 
these dowries provide. Because of families’ financial 
pressures, boys are also not exempt from this denial of a 
creative future, as many of their lives are limited to looking 
after animals. 

David touched on some aspects of the link our Church has 
with the Livingstone diocese, but it was his grasp of 
economic and cultural issues that really impressed me. 
Noreen also spoke with some passion when it came to 
women’s rights. I know that Jane Savery, who has visited 
Zambia and the diocese, will agree with me when I say 
that it sounds like a good place to visit if ever you are down 
that way. Noreen and David would be sure to give you a 
warm welcome. 

David Green 

An Update on our Zambia Link 
Since I visited Livingstone in February there have been 
changes to the clergy in the churches there. 

Father Emmanuel Chikoya, who looked after our link 
parish of Livingstone 
West, has now 
moved, with his wife 
and five children, 
from St Andrew’s, to 
be a City Canon of  
the Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross in 
Lusaka, the capital 
of Zambia. 

He will be greatly 
missed in the 

community as he was a very able facilitator of many 
projects, and it is no surprise that he should be called to a 
higher office! 

His place has been taken by Father Yobo Jere, who was 
the priest for St Augustine’s in Livingstone East ( linked 
with St Thomas’ church). I briefly 
met Fr Yobo and his family and 
hope that we can continue to 
support him and his mission, both 
financially and spiritually. 

As a result of our Harvest Supper 
raffle we are able to send a 
donation of £100 to the 
Livingstone Anglican Childrens’ 
Project to help vulnerable 
children, possibly with food or 
clothing. 

Jane Savery 
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http://www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
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When they talk about austerity now… 

This year we have marked the 70th anniversary of VE Day 
and VJ Day, memorable days of celebration as the Second 
World War came to an end.  What some of us are now 
remembering, however, is what followed.  It was certainly 
no instant transfer from the arduous years of war to the 
joys of peace. Indeed, for many ordinary people in Britain 
the immediate post-war years were times of acute struggle. 
It was lovely to welcome back the men and women who 
had served in the Forces, but – speaking as a teenager at 
the time – the fruits of victory were hard to identify (though 
we did get our first bananas!). 

Our cities were pockmarked with ugly bomb-sites. There 
was still rationing of food, clothes and ‘luxuries’. Sir Stafford 
Cripps, Chancellor of the Exchequer, could promise no 
immediate relief – he was dubbed ‘Austerity Cripps’. Fuel 
was often in short supply, and we had a couple of very cold 
winters. If this was what it was like to be the winners, how 
must it have been for the losers? We learnt later the 
answer: no worse, and in some cases a bit better! 

When politicians speak now of ‘austerity’, we children of the 
post-war age are tempted to reply: ‘You don’t know what 
austerity is’. 

David Winter 

__________________

In war, whichever side may call itself the victor, there are no 
winners, but all are losers. -   Neville Chamberlain

The Bible tells us to love our neighbours, and also to love 
our enemies; probably because they are generally the 
same people. - GK Chesterton

On what it takes to be 
an ordinand 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren                

I was intrigued that you have been nurturing someone 
called Dave who is considering ordination. Since Dave had 
never travelled outside the city, your decision to send him 
to me was understandable.  Sadly, I don’t think he is cut out 
for the ministry. 

We did our best. In a fit of hospitality the Colonel invited 
this Dave to stay at the Lodge, and to join his Saturday 
pheasant shoot as a beater. But Dave said firmly that he 
was against beating any kind of bird, and abhors all kinds 
of murder. It seems young Dave is a vegetarian!  You might 
have warned us. The Colonel is now concerned that Dave 
is connected in some way with the Green Party.  You 
cannot be too careful these days. 

Then Miss Saxby and Miss Tarby stepped in.  They enjoy 
mushrooming, and kindly took young Dave off to the 

woods. It is not their fault that they are a bit deaf, and did 
not hear his cries of distress when he lost them among all 
the trees.  They just assumed he had gone back to the 
Colonel’s, and so of course they did not organize a search 
party until much later. Fortunately, the church warden’s 
spaniel has a keen nose and found Dave before midnight.  
During all that time, Dave seemed to have had nothing 
better to do than slide about on fallen leaves and trip over 
hidden logs in the dark.  He was even babbling about 
having heard a crying ghost.  We feared he might be 
delirious, but then realized he meant the local owl.  He also 
seemed surprised by the darkness, and asked how we 
manage without any streetlights at all in the parish. We 
explained the obvious – we simply follow the example of 
the well-refreshed when leaving the pub - and feel our way 
along the walls. 

On Sunday morning Dave rushed into the church to warn 
me that there were several loose sheep in the churchyard. I 
decided then that he should return to the safety of the city.  
There was no point in letting him near most of our church 
ladies, who would have savaged him on sight.   

The visit only proves the obvious: potential ordinands 
should be carnivorous, cricketing fly-fishers, most at home 
in well-worn tweeds and preferably accompanied by a 
muddy dog.  How else will they get along with normal folk? 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

Obituary 
Our church was 
saddened to learn this 
week of the death of one 
of our most valued 
members, Someone Else. 
       

Someone's passing 
creates a vacancy that 
will be difficult to fill. Else 
has been with us for many years and for every one of those 
years, Someone did far more than a normal person's share 
of the work. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to 
teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone's 
list, "Let Someone Else do it." Whenever leadership was 
mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for 
inspiration as well as results; "Someone Else can work with 
that group."       

It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among 
the most liberal givers in our church. Whenever there was a 
financial need, everyone just assumed Someone Else 
would make up the difference.       

Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes 
appearing superhuman. Were the truth known, everybody 
expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else 
is gone! We wonder what we are going to do.        

Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who 
is going to follow it? Who is going to do the things 
Someone Else did?       

 When you are asked to help this year, remember -- we 
can't depend on Someone Else anymore. 
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Notes from the PCC meeting on 29 Sept. 
Bibles for Children: PCC agreed to Pauline’s annual 
request to buy bibles (a special subsidised Illustrated Story 
Version for young people) for the new pupils joining St 
Cuthbert Infants and Junior Schools. 

Reredos Project: PCC approved a grant application by 
Judeth Saunders to apply for a major grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, for Phase 1 of the Reredos project. 

Safeguarding: Antonia Gwynn presented two documents 
on this subject, including requirements for the Disclosure 
and Barring Service. The Policy on Safeguarding of Children 
and Adults in the Church was unanimously approved, and 
Antonia was thanked for taking on this role. 

Church Flowers: The group’s need for funds will be 
discussed by the Standing Committee, who have asked for 
details of income and expenditure so that this crucial aspect 
of church life can be encouraged. 

Church Roof: Inspection of leaks in the church roof by 
Ellis’s lead specialist should take place shortly. 

Music Festival: Alistair Glanvile reported that takings were 
about £2500 less than last year – sponsorship was £1000 
less. He was thanked together with the committee and 
Sheila Jenkins. Noted that Gift Day, at £676, was also down. 

Welcoming Group: Patsy presented two papers – 
Introduction to Welcome Report, and a Draft Action Plan. 
Three main areas for action are: 

1. Refurbishing the South Porch 

2. Providing accessible information and signage for visitors 

3.   Resourcing an area for prayer and reflection in the Trinity 
Chapel 

After discussion of practical aspects, including setting up a 
budget, PCC were enthusiastic  for the Group to go ahead 
and develop their ideas further.  

Goals, Plans & Ideas: Rosemary presented a paper from a 
small working group on the goals and priorities of our church 
community, suggesting that the PCC plans steps to improve 
our spiritual life, and care for the community. After illustration 
of the main points and a wide-ranging and upbeat 
discussion, she invited any other PCC member to join the 
group and be part of future plans and discussions.  

Vicar’s Report:  

1. Alastair reminded PCC of the forthcoming Welcome 
Service for Bishop Ruth Worsley on 3rd October. 

2. At the Diocesan Synod meeting on 17th October the long 
awaited Bishop’s report on Diocesan Strategy for the next 
few years will be launched. 

3.   PCC Social Evening - Alistair Glanvile had kindly agreed 
to hold a sharing buffet at his home on 20th January for the 
annual PCC event. 

Bob 

_________________

He brings to the fierce struggle of politics the tepid 
enthusiasm of a lazy summer afternoon at a cricket pitch. – 

Aneurin Bevin on another politician

O Lord, thou knowest I have nine houses in the City of 
London, and have lately purchased an estate in Essex. I 
beseech thee to preserve the counties of Middlesex and 
Essex from earthquakes and fire. - 

Joshua Ward (18th century)

From the Registers 2015 

CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS 

27th September  Charlie James Yeates 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

8th October  Sylvia Fossitt 
9th October  Peter Godwin 
         
     Sheila Jenkins 
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  POPPIES 

Poppies flower in the summer, don’t they? So why poppies in 
November? You will see them everywhere in the next week 
or so, and everyone from the smallest Rainbow or Beaver to 
the Queen will be wearing a poppy on Remembrance 
Sunday. 

We wear poppies because, among all the mud and chaos of 
the battlefields of the Great War, men were amazed to see 
the humble field flower of home spring up where the earth 
was disturbed – a blood red splash of colour in a sea of 
khaki. 

When the British Legion started an appeal to help those 
whose bodies or minds had been smashed by war, the poppy 
seemed an ideal symbol. And even now, when World War I 
and II seem so far away, our troops are fighting, being 
wounded and dying; reminding us that the poppy is also a 
symbol of sacrifice. 

PRINT A POPPY 

How? Well the answer lies in your own hands. You will need 
a white paper plate, red and black finger or poster paint and 
two margarine lids or saucers to put the paint on. 

Put some newspaper on the table and start. Squeeze some 
red paint onto one lid or saucer and put black paint on the 
other one. Put your thumb into the red paint and use it to 
make 5 overlapping petals in a circle on the edge of your 
plate. Put your index finger into the black paint and use it to 
stamp a centre for your poppy.  

Continue printing poppies all round the edge of your plate to 
make a wreath. Leave it to dry and then you can write ‘Lest 
We Forget’ or ‘Remembrance’ in the middle of the plate. You 
could hang the plate in your front window to share with 
others. 

_______________________________ 

When is the first food fight mentioned in the Bible?  
‘I looked and behold a flying roll!’ (Zech 5:1 KJV) 

Do you know the phone number for the Garden of Eden?  
Adam 8-1-2 

Did you know that Paul was the 1st surfer in the Bible?  
Remember in Acts when he ‘came ashore on a board’? 

David Suchet reads the Bible 

Actor David Suchet has recorded the whole NIV Bible for 
Torch International.  It is for people with sight loss, and is 
now available on Megavoice and DAISY.  

David Suchet commented: "In the preparation of my reading 
my eyes were opened because I couldn't pick the Bible up 
and just read it, because that would have been immature and 
wrong. So I had to study each book as to when it was written, 
who may have written it, what was its purpose, who were 
they writing for, and putting it into its context before recording 
one word of each book. So I gave myself a complete Bible 
course as well as recording it."   Contact: info@torchtrust.org  

CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER 
The supreme lesson that Jesus taught his followers is that 
we should care for one another and this is something that 
every church community must do.  It’s something that we do 
well at St Cuthbert’s and something we must ensure 
continues to underpin our relationships. 

I have recently taken on the role of Safeguarding Officer for 
St Cuthbert’s.  The role entails ensuring that all the 
necessary forms are properly completed.  For reasons which 
I am sure you all understand, we need to check and keep a 
record of anyone who is involved with vulnerable people, 
young and old. 

As in every organisation this caring role often seems to get 
buried in paperwork and officialdom, so that ‘Safeguarding’ 
becomes seen as a chore involving forms and policies.  The 
structures set up by the Diocese are necessary to ensure 
that churches fulfil their obligations to protect the vulnerable, 
but, in essence, the paperwork is a minor part of our 
Christian responsibility to one another. 

But, safeguarding is more than the paperwork and part of my 
role is to be available to respond to any concerns.  The 
responsibility for protecting everyone in the community lies 
with ALL of us and, statistically, there will be people known to 
us who are under pressure from others.  It may be children 
who are being harmed physically or emotionally.  There may 
be mentally frail adults who are being exploited or bullied;  Or 
elderly, vulnerable or confused people being mistreated or 
neglected.  

So, if you have any concerns – even just a vague unease – 
about something or someone, please do have a word with 
me.  I have access to the Diocesan network which can 
investigate and take action if necessary.  I know that the line 
between ‘caring’ and ‘being a busybody’ is very difficult to 
define; but the general rule is ‘If you feel uncomfortable about 
it, something may well be wrong’. 

Antonia Gwynn 
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Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:info@torchtrust.org
mailto:info@torchtrust.org
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk


DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2015 
Sunday  1  All Saints 
     8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
   10.00 am  All Age Holy Communion(St Cuthbert) 
     11.00 am  Holy Communion (Wookey Hole) 
   
Monday           2  10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’  Toddlers Group (St Cuthbert) 
Tuesday              3               7.00 pm  St Cuthbert’s PCC  
Wednesday        4  10.00 am   Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
               11.00 am  WI Choir rehearsal (St Cuthbert) 
    12 noon  Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert) 
                   7.30 pm  Faith Group in the Vicarage 
Thursday       5                       9.30 am  Meditation Hour (St Cuthbert)     
            11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
                    7.30 pm  ‘Pints of View’ at the Globe Inn 
Friday 6   9.30 am  LPAs Meeting (St Cuthbert) 
  
Sunday  8  Remembrance Sunday   
      9.45am  Parish Communion for Remembrance Sunday (St Cuthbert) 
                    11.00 am  Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial 
        10.45 am   Holy Communion (Wookey Hole) 
        12.30 pm  Baptism (Wookey Hole) 
          6.30 pm  Evening Prayer (Wookey Hole)  
  
Monday   9      10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group (St Cuthbert) 
Wednesday 11      10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
        11.00 am  WI Choir rehearsal (St Cuthbert) 
         12 noon  Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert) 
Thursday 12      11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
                        2.00 pm  Blue School Founder’s Day Service 

  
Sunday 15  Second Sunday before Advent 
       10.00 am  Parish Communion (St Cuthbert) 
       11.00 am  Morning Prayer (Wookey Hole) 
                      12 noon  Baptism (St Cuthbert) 
         4.00 pm  Together @4 (St Cuthbert)      
         6.30 pm  CTWA United Service (Connect Centre) 
  
Monday 16     10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group (St Cuthbert) 
Tuesday 17       7.30 pm  St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group (Lawrence Ctr)    
      Wookey Hole PCC 
Wednesday 18     10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
                   11.00 am  W.I. Choir rehearsal 
                      12 noon  Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert) 
Thursday           19                 9.30 am  Meditation Hour (St Cuthbert)   
                         11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
     
Sunday 22  Christ the King  
            10.00 am  Parish Communion (St Cuthbert) 
                        11.00 am   Holy Communion (Wookey Hole) 
  
Monday 23     10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group (St Cuthbert) 
Tuesday             24                      7.30 pm  St Cuthbert’s PCC 
Wednesday  25          10.00 am  Holy Communion (St Cuthbert) 
            11.00 am  WI Choir rehearsal (St Cuthbert)  
             12 noon  Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert) 
Thursday 26          11.00 am  Holy Communion (Bubwith House) 
Friday                 27                     2.00 pm  David Nasmyth—Celebration of Life 
Saturday            28                     7.30 pm  Somerset Singers Concert 
  
Sunday 29  Advent Sunday 
                           8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion (Wookey Hole) 
                       10.00 am  Parish Communion (St Cuthbert) 
  
Monday              30                   10.00 am  ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group (St Cuthbert) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Modern banking: The new bank officer was welcoming a minister who had just opened an account. “Be assured, to us 
you are never merely a number. You are two digits, a dash, a letter of the alphabet and three more digits.” 

Notice in a farmer's field: The farmer allows walkers to cross this field for free. But the bull charges. 

Smile:  something that adds to your face value. - Anon 
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