
I have been here before …  
by Revd Alastair Wheeler

I remember sitting feeling a bit awkward in a room with 
hardly any furniture in it apart from some oriental pictures, 
and carpets on the floor. 

Part of the awkwardness was the head of the family’s clear 
embarrassment that he was having to get his young 
teenage daughter to translate for me – when in their normal 
society she wouldn’t even have been speaking to a strange 
man a few years older than her. 

Part of my awkwardness was having to sit on the floor – 
and also not really knowing what to say. 

The conversation did not exactly flow - but the relief, the 
gratitude, the new hope were real and immediate. 

They were a family of Vietnamese boat people – a few of 
the small number of lucky ones I later realised. Lucky in 
that they had actually escaped Vietnam and not been 
murdered or imprisoned, nor drowned in their boats 
attempting to reach safety. 

And fortunate in that the Government had accepted them, 
and passed them on to Telford New Town Housing 
association where I was one of two clergy in a parish of 
approximately 25,000 people. (And informal chaplain to 
Iron Bridge Gorge Museum!) 

Like all of us I have been emotionally moved by the TV 
images of refugees streaming across Europe. I noticed the 
irony that the Hungarian border guards speaking to a group  

of Syrian refugees spoke to each other in English, their only 
common language. 

Like most of us I have no easy answer. But I am hugely 
disappointed at the abject failure of Britain and the USA to 
actually do anything practical to establish working societies 
and nations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and to do anything much at 
all about the Syrians whom we encouraged as part of the 
Arab Spring to rise up against their government. 

As Archbishops and Bishops and Christian Aid have said – 
the initial, grudging, response of the Government to accept a 
few thousand hand picked and carefully selected refugees 
who meet our extremely high criteria is shockingly 
inadequate. 

And to offer orphaned children and teenagers the visa to live 
here for ten years. This leaves hanging over them the threat 
that, like others in Britain, they will be forcibly “returned” to 
wherever they are deemed to have come from, but is 
something that only some of the Aid and refugee groups have 
challenged, few politicians have questioned. 

No, there is not a lot of room in this country, in this city. Yes 
we are already short of housing thanks to successive 
governments and the selling off of council housing without it 
being replaced. 

Yes, there is danger of disaffection and division – but we 
should as a nation be doing more, 
much more. 
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Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia
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5 Whilst the Syrian Christian population – who at the time 
of writing may be explicitly excluded from being regarded 
as refugees – should be a priority as they are targets of 
both Islamic extremists and various other groups.  

These are our fellow human beings, many of whom 
actually have skills, enthusiasm, energy, they can offer to 
our nation and our community. 

We must do more to welcome some of them, and do far 
more with the equally paralysed UN to establish some 
secure and workable society in the countries they are 
fleeing from. 

Alastair  

Calais migrant church leader happy to 
stay in camp 

A view from across the Channel 
Mima, the Ethiopian pastor of the church in the so-called 
'Jungle' refugee camp in Calais has said he is no longer 
trying to get to the UK.  Instead, he believes God wants 
him to stay and help distressed people in the camp. 
In a recent interview with Premier Radio Mima said: 
“Maybe Jesus has brought me [here]. For me it's better 
than to go to England."   And in a message to Christians 
in the UK, he said: "If you can, come and visit us and see.  
If you can't do that - pray. Pray for the immigrant 
people...the ones who are dying on the Mediterranean 
Sea, those who are dying on the train station when they 
try to go to England. All Christians need to pray for these 
people.  Ask Jesus to give us protection and send the 
angels.  We're eating once a day. We don't have any 
facilities. People are dying." 
In light of recent criticism of the migrants from various 
quarters of British life, the Church of England has called 
for more sympathy for those in the camp.  The Bishop of 
Dover, the Rt Rev Trevor Willmott, told Premier Radio:  
“Some of those people in Calais at the moment have 
come from the most horrific situations, where they've 
been subject to violence; where they've had their homes 
destroyed. And we have to say to ourselves what would 
happen to us if we were in that place? We're very 
fortunate in England, we've got freedom." 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Our October meeting is on Tuesday 20th, 7.30 at the 
Lawrence Centre.  Nicky Amos from Wookey Hole is 
talking about and showing pictures of her trip to St 
Catherine’s Monastery in the Sinai peninsula.   It’s 
fascinating part of the world, with a unique history; do 
come along and enjoy the trip without leaving Wells! 
If you’ve been in the Trinity Chapel recently, you may 
have seen one of the cloths for the new table, which 
Ladies Group have provided.     Although simple in 
design, they are made of the finest-grade linen, and 
should last for many years in this part of the church 
building which means much to many of our members.   
Their size, made to cover the top of the table only, 
ensures that the elegant design features of the table 
beneath remain visible, echoing the architectural shape 
of the walls containing the chapel. 
Bid 

Time to take advantage of Will Aid’s 
‘Make a Will’ Month 

Been putting off writing or updating your Will? This 
November, Will Aid’s Make a Will Month returns and will 
offer you the opportunity to put your affairs in order, 
secure your loved one’s future and give to charities 
helping the young, the elderly and whole communities in 
the UK and overseas. 
Participating solicitors are inviting people to contact them 
to book appointments for November, when they will 
prepare basic Wills without charging their normal fee.  All 
that they will ask in return is that clients consider making 
a voluntary donation to Will Aid.  The suggested donation 
is just £95 for a single Will, or £150 for a pair of mirror 
Wills.  
The money raised is shared by nine UK charities that 
carry out life-changing work here in the UK and around 
the world, namely ActionAid, Age UK, British Red Cross, 
Christian Aid, NSPCC, Sightsavers, Save the Children, 
SCIAF (Scotland) and Trocaire (N. Ireland).  
More than half of UK adults (53%) don’t have a Will and 
so have not made any legally valid provision for what 
they would like to happen after their death. Even worse, 
around one third of people who die each year do so 
without a Will and their estate is therefore distributed 
according to a set of rules which cannot adequately cope 
with modern family circumstances. This can lead to a 
great deal of stress and uncertainty, as well as financial 
hardship, for those left behind.  
Even if you have a Will, it is important to keep it up to 
date.  Will Aid’s research shows that almost 60% of 
people with a Will have not revised it for more than three 
years and these older Wills are almost certain to be out of 
date – assets will have been disposed of and new ones 
acquired; children and any named guardians will have 
grown older; whole families could have been re-
configured.  
Experts recommend routinely reviewing a Will every three 
to five years, and making a new Will as soon as 
significant family changes occur.  
Will Aid’s Make A Will Month is the perfect opportunity to 
gain the peace of mind that comes from knowing your 
affairs are in order and that your wishes will be carried 
out after your death. In fact, writing a legally valid Will is 
the only way of ensuring that this happens.  
Please book early as solicitors tend to fill their 
appointments very quickly.  Find a convenient 
participating solicitor at www.willaid.org.uk or by calling 
the hotline 0300 0309 558. 

Einstein Quiz—Friday 2nd October 
The next Einstein Quiz is rapidly approaching, at 7.30pm 
in the Globe Inn. We already have eight bookings, and if 
you wish to join us we have space (as at 22nd 
September) for three more tables.  

To avoid disappointment please contact Michael Bailey 
on 01749 677201. 



RESPONDING TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS  

A pastoral letter from the Bishop of Bath and Wells  
We have all been shocked and upset by the recent pictures 
from Calais, Hungary and – most distressingly – the beach 
in Turkey where the body of little Aylan Kurdi was washed 
ashore.  
It feels as if there has been a breakdown in the human 
race’s ability to care for its weakest members. While the big 
picture of politics and civil war perplexes us, the individual 
tragedies go straight our hearts. We all want to do 
something.  
The plans announced by the Prime Minister relate only to 
bringing to Britain refugees from the camps established in 
the countries surrounding Syria. With the vast numbers of 
refugees looking for support in Europe, I echo Archbishop 
Justin’s comment that this is a slim response. There is 
human need on our doorstep as well. The United Kingdom 
could and should do more as a nation to help our European 
partners as they struggle to deal with all this. You may want 
to write to your MP about this.  
Our churches have already been asking what they can do 
to help, and collections of money and goods have already 
been taking place on a more or less ad hoc basis. We see 
practical needs, and it is natural to want to help. However, 
rather than start up lots of small-scale collections, I would 
encourage churches to work through established agencies 
who are already working in the field. These agencies have 
the skills and experience to do this work – whether that be 
at Calais or in Jordan, the Lebanon, or Syria itself. As 
regards the people at Calais, the UK and France are well-
resourced countries. The agencies on site can buy what 
they need if they have the money: collecting and delivering 
supplies may not be the most helpful thing unless it is 
known there are resources to deliver and distribute them 
fairly.  
Some people have already expressed their desire to open 
their home to a refugee family. offering rooms or meals. 
This is a generous and hospitable gesture. The time is not 
yet right for this to happen – we will have to wait for the 
Government’s relocation scheme to be worked out. When 
refugees arrive, churches will be in the forefront of those 
offering assistance, and we will need to do this well. It will 
not be an easy task. There will be issues of language, 
dealing with vulnerable and traumatised people, finding 
suitable schools, and so on. Again, we will do best to work 
with agencies who know what they are doing.  
This is a fast-moving situation. The diocese will be posting 
information about practical things that we can do on the 
website; please follow this link –  
http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-ministry/
mission/social-justice/  
Something we can all do is pray. I urge you to pray for the 
suffering people wherever they are, and for the hard-
pressed agencies who are trying to help them. I also ask 
you to pray for governments and those with the power to 
change things for good. There are some prayers you can 
use on the Church of England website (see below).  
We are living in a time of uncertainty and instability in world 
affairs. I encourage you never to be discouraged, but to be 
strong in faith and hope – and to do all you can for the 
victims of these awful events.  
+  Peter, Bath and Wells 

A prayer for refugees. You may like to use this in 
private prayer or in church: 
Heavenly Father, you are the source of all goodness, 
generosity and love. We thank you for opening the hearts 
of many to those who are fleeing for their lives. Help us 
now to open our arms in welcome, and reach out our hands 
in support, that the desperate may find new hope, and lives 
torn apart be restored. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ Your Son, Our Lord, who fled persecution at His birth 
and at His last triumphed over death. Amen  
Prayers for Syria:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical-
prayers/prayers-for-syria.aspx  

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILMS 

Wed 14th October 
TIMBUKTU (12)   Real Life Drama  

Set in 2012 when Jihadists occupied the Malian city of 
Timbuktu. Malian director Sissaka exposes the cruelty and 
absurdity of fundamentalist regimes but with a warm touch.  
“This is in no way the remorselessly grim film its subject 
matter might lead you to expect – it’s full of life, irony, 
poetry and bitter unfairness.  It demands respect, but it also 
earns it.”  Tim Robey, film critic. 
  
Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community 
Hall at the bottom of School Hill 
Doors open 7pm, film starts 7.30pm.   Tickets on 
the door £6, under 16’s £3 
More info and a trailer at: 
www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 
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Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in 
the Benefice who is lonely, unwell or 

bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s 
Parish Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

http://www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com/
http://www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com/


St Cuthbert Church          
Nativity Crib Festival 

Friday 4th – Monday 7th December 
The Crib Festival will run over four days this year so that 
more people can come and enjoy.   

Once again we invite everyone to let us borrow their 
personal sets so that we have a wide range of ages, styles 
and materials.  

The Festival will be well stewarded at all times 

Last year we displayed over 200 sets and hope for lots more 
this time. 

Alistair Glanvile will again be bringing his “moving” model 
village which fascinated us all last year. 

In addition, there will be “The Angel Host” hovering in the 
Sanctuary. Everyone will be 
encouraged to make an angel to join 
the throng. 

There will be activities for the children 
throughout the Festival, including a 
dressing up area to become part of a 
nativity scene. 

Festive refreshments of mince pies, stollen (not stolen) 
cake, tea and coffee will be available for purchase. 
Warming, spicy mulled wine will be available too.  

The event is over the same weekend as Rotary’s Reindeer 
Parade, and on Sunday afternoon the Wells City Band will 
be playing in St. Cuthbert’s. Music is planned for other days 
too. 

PLEASE set the dates aside in 
your diary and come and be 
intrigued by the many 
interpretations of the Christmas 
story from across the world. 

If you have a crib set you would 
like to exhibit, please contact Sue 

Harding 672653 or if you can offer to steward, contact 
Vernon Harding 672653 (surprisingly!) If you are interested 
in making or lending angels please contact Rosemary Bailey 
677201. 

Wookey Hole Ladies Club 
Our first meeting of the Autumn/Winter was very entertaining 
when Mr Peter Tinney came along to talk to us about his 
childhood reflections. He was born in Stone Allerton and his 
family were farmers. He had two sisters who both went out 
to work but Peter left school to help on the farm. He said he 
had a wonderful childhood very different from today with all   

the technology that is available. Peter and his wife still live in 
the farm where he was born. 

Everyone enjoyed his talk, and it was of great interest to 
ladies who know the area well. Edith proposed a vote of 
thanks. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 6th October at 2.30p.m in 
Wookey Hole Community Hall, when we will be making 

bracelets with Sue Williams. 

On November 3rd Edith will be demonstrating how to make 
floral table decorations. 

We would welcome new members please ring our secretary 
Margaret on 675415 for more details. 

Lyn Astle 

Please form an orderly queue . . . 
   
. . . when you come to the One World Fair in the Town Hall 
on Saturday the 10th of October. Christian Aid will have a 
stall there. So will CAFOD and Fair Trade and Amnesty 
International and Greenpeace and CND, and a veritable 
jamboree of charities, the ones you know and support and 
some that are new to you. Come between 10 and 4, have a 
coffee, enjoy a meal, buy some stuff, discuss a campaign, 
hear the sweet sounds of a dulcimer, watch the exotic 
dancing, listen to the African drums. Organized by the Mid 
Somerset Oxfam Group, this is the city’s annual opportunity 
to see about 40 different charities holding hands and saying 
‘We may have different aims and projects, but we are united 
in working for a better and fairer world.’ 
   
Now it’s up to us to support them. Last year 300 people 
came through the Town Hall doors to join in the fun. Let’s 
make it 400 for 2015! 
   
David Green 

Wookey Hole WI, September meeting  
President Sue Harding welcomed members, visitors and our 
speaker Jill Friendship to the first meeting after our summer 
break. During this the committee had organised a Centenary 
Celebration Lunch, hosted by Sue and her husband. This 
was a welcome opportunity for a chatty social get together, 
and also raised funds to help keep the WI running for the 
rest of the year.  
Our speaker Jill gave us a fascinating insight into the History 
of the Wedding Dress. It was illustrated by pictures and 
photographs, and, most graphically, by dolls she had 
dressed herself in outfits as authentic as she could make 
them. 
Photographs taken in the last hundred years, which raised 
smiles of recognition, showed mothers, grannies and aunts 
in strange outfits that were the height of fashion in their day; 
or the result of considerable ingenuity and determination on 
the part of those married in wartime. One photograph 
showed a bride in full white dress and veil leaving a bombed 
house on the arm of her father: Hitler wasn’t going to ruin 
her day.  
Jill took us back to Ancient Egypt, where the sashes of the 
bride and groom were tied together; they literally tied the 
knot. Few of us would have cared to be a bride in Ancient 
Greece, where girls in their early teens were married to boys 
they’d never seen, to whom they’d been promised at birth. 
The flowers she’d gathered herself, the dress made by her 
mother of finest Egyptian cotton and the flame coloured veil 
to ward off evil would hardly have 
made the prospect less daunting.   
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(continued)



For royal and aristocratic women in medieval times 
arranged marriages were normal, and the function of the 
wedding dress was to show off the wealth of the bride’s 
father, and was as ornate with rich fabrics and jewels as 
he could afford. One royal bride was dressed in a gown 
that was so encrusted with gems that she was unable to 
walk into the church; she had to be carried. The most 
ornate of modern Royal dresses look comparatively 
restrained. Rose thanked Jill for her intriguing and 
reminiscence inducing talk.  
   
Rose Docherty 

CHILL GROUP 
After many years of leading the Chill Group Lynn Rendell 
and Val Haramis have decided to retire. Lynn and Val 
have run Chill Group for many years and a great many 
young people have been given the chance to have fun in 
a Christian setting. Lynn has had Open House for 
countless evenings which have involved cooking, 
discussions, craft activities and just enjoyment. They 
have played skittles, gone bowling and enjoyed 
barbeques. We all owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to 
Lynn and Val and their team of helpers for the inspiration 
they have been to the young people of our church. It has 
always been a pleasure to be in their company and we 
are all very grateful to Lynn and Val. 
Chill Group will be continuing under the guidance of 
Suse. 
Alistair G. 

Seasonal Apple appetizer 
230g creamed cottage cheese 
65g finely chopped or minced ham mixed with hot chili 
sauce or mustard 
1 tsp grated onion 
2 tbsp. chopped black olives 
1 tbsp. minced pimiento 
2 tsp dry sherry 
3 red eating apples: cut into wedges leaving peel on, 
remove the cores, sprinkle with lemon juice (fresh 
Worcester Pearmain are good) 
   
Combine all ingredients except the apple wedges and mix 
well. Pile in a small bowl and surround with apple wedges.. 
Use apple wedges to dip into the mixture.  

   
Apple Fritters 

3 large cooking apples 
110g granulated sugar 
2 tbsp brandy 
2 tbsp grated lemon & orange rinds 
200g plain flour 
¼ tsp salt 
2eggs, well beaten 
1 tsp. Olive oil 
75ml beer 
      Vegetable oil for deep frying 
       Icing sugar  
   
Core and peel apples; slice into ½ inch rings (save ends for 
use in salad). Mix 55g of the granulated sugar, brandy and 
grated rinds. Pour over apple slices and let stand for 2 
hours.  
Mix remaining 55g granulated sugar with the flour, salt, 
eggs, olive oil and beer, and stand for 1 hour. 
Dip the drained apple slices one at a time into the mixture. 
Fry in hot deep fat (190C) until brown on both sides. Drain 
on absorbent paper and sprinkle with icing sugar. Serve 
warm. Makes 1 dozen tasty fritters. 

  Striding to Shepton 
It was a great walk! 
We (Antonia, Phil and I) started at 10.00am at St Thomas 
in Wells, where we were supposed to meet with the 
walkers from St Thomas Church, but somehow we haven't 
found each other. From there we went to the Cathedral and 
suprised lovely ladies at the visitors desk with our forms to 
tick. Next stop - St Cuthbert's. Coffee and cakes were 
waiting for riders and striders. We haven't stayed for long 
and went straight to Methodist Church, where we were 
really tempted to get some cakes. At the end we resisted 
(and were regretting later!).  

We took the way through the Palace Fields and then 
through footpath to Dinder (the original walk was supposed 
to stick to the pavements but we decided to be more 
adventurous). Unfortunately there was no-one to welcome 
visitors it St Michael's Church, so we made a couple of 
pictures and went to Croscombe. Again, no welcomers, no 
cake and coffee in St Mary Church, so we decided to have 
a quick lunch at The George Inn.  

Refreshed, we went to complete the final bit of our walk - to 
Shepton Mallett. Again, we chose to walk through the 
footpaths rather than along the busy road. We finally 
reached our destination around 2.30 pm. We found just the 
organist practising in SS Peter and Paul Church, seems we 
were not supposed to get our coffee and cakes that day!  
  We did around 10 kilometers (sorry, I'm Continental ) in 
the rain and mud, we lost our way just once (luckily Phil 
was prepared and had a map), our path lead us through 
overgrown brambles, steep hills and a field full of a-bit-too-
friendly cattle. We've visited seven churches and between 
us raised a reasonable sum for Somerset Church Trust and 
St Cuthbert's Church. Antonia and Phil - thank you very 
much for your company, I hope you've enjoyed this walk as 
much as I did! 
Maria Komornicka 
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Growing up 

Your child has begun to grow up when he stops asking you 
where he came from and starts refusing to tell you where 
he's going. 

Riding and Striding on the 12th… 
...or in my case, wobbling and ambling! Not trusting the 
BBC forecast that the overnight rain would clear by 10am, I 
took the precaution of carrying a waterproof jacket—which 
was just as well. The walk around the Wells churches was 
interesting, especially the Methodist Church which I had 
never been into; I found a warm and friendly welcome at 
each stop, and could have ended awash with coffee (which 
would have been tricky later). 
Then off to Wookey Hole on my bike—being after noon this 
church was by then  unattended, but refreshments were 
available. My leg muscles didn’t protest too much, and I 
was soon coasting down Glencot Lane to Haybridge and 
on to Wookey Church, where I found Angela Greenwood 
setting up for the Family Service. A drink and chat there, 
plus the banana from my saddlebag, fortified me for the 
trek to Henton—an easier run than I expected, being 
almost level all the way. Far from clearing up, the 
morning’s light sprinkles turned into a long,heavy shower, 
so on with the jacket. Nobody in the church, but I felt 
especially welcome there; not just because they had set 
out an impressive array of tea and coffee plus biscuits, fruit 
and a very tasty fruit cake (“with a little alcohol”).  
Warmer and dryer I set off for Coxley, meeting Bishop 
Peter and Jane as I left (“The kettle has just boiled”). Down 
to Bleadney, where my map told me the hills on my left 
were lowest, then a very pleasant ride across the moor to 
Fenny Castle and Polsham. A short stretch in the traffic 
and I was admiring the new entrance to Coxley Church; 
nobody there either. A good look around to see the 
improvements they have made, then home through familiar 
territory to Launcherley—not too saddle-sore. 
I’m glad I went, and I enjoyed the day despite less than 
perfect weather (the sun did come out after Bleadney). The 
chance to look at and pray in our local churches, the 
scenery on the way around, and confirmation that I was 
still up to the challenge, all made it a good outing. It was 
also in a good cause: the Somerset Churches Trust. Do try 
it next year. 
Bob 

HYMN:  The story behind …  
O God, our help in ages past 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home! 
   
Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Still may we dwell secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure… 
   
A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night, 
Before the rising sun. 

Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) is often called the ‘Father of 
English hymnody’. Certainly before his hymns came along, 
congregational singing was a tedious business.   
Watts was born in July 1674 in Southampton.  (At the time 
of his birth, his father, an educated deacon in a dissenting 
Congregational church, was briefly in prison for his non-
conformist beliefs.) As a boy, Watts showed outstanding 
ability with language (learning Greek, Hebrew, Latin and 
French).  He also had an unusual ability for easy rhyming 
in English.  (At the age of five, when scolded for giggling in 
family prayers, it was because he had seen a mouse on 
the bell-rope, and instantly composed the line:  ‘There was 
a mouse, for want of stairs, ran up a rope to say his 
prayers!’)   
Watts’ literary ability, combined with his interest in theology, 
made him very unhappy with the congregational singing of 
the day, which focused almost entirely on strict metrical 
versions of the psalms.  One Sunday after church, Isaac 
complained to his father about this.  His father challenged 
him to write something better.  Though only 18, Watts 
accepted the challenge, and produced his first hymn – 
which was duly sung the following Sunday.   
It was such a success that he wrote new hymn texts every 
Sunday for the next two years.  In all, he went on to write 
more than 600 hymns.  Some of them are still well-loved 
today: from this one,  ‘O God, Our Help in Ages Past’,  
which is a paraphrase of Psalm 90, to ‘When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross’, and the Christmas carol ‘Joy to the 
World’. 

Right resting place 
The new vicar was a bit of an efficiency expert, whose 
obsession was to move around the hymnbooks, the notice-
sheets, the magazines, the guides, and most of the other 
portable things in his church, in search of the perfect place.  
From porch to display stand to table to vestry to side 
chapel – round and round various things went, week by 
week. 
After several months, a visitor approached a harassed 
churchwarden before church one morning, and asked if he 
could tell her where the copies of the church guides were 
kept.  “No, I’m sorry,” he said wearily.  “But if you just stand 
here a while, I’m sure you’ll see them go by!” 
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St Cuthbert’s Church 
Harvest Supper 

Sunday 11th October, 7.00 for 7.15pm in the 
Connect Centre, Portway. Three-course buffet 
(see menu on the bookstall); bring your own 

drinks.  
Tickets £10, available from the Parish Office 



Room at the inn?  
Small charity HOST is seeking friendly people who would 
like to learn more about other countries and cultures and 
share their home life with adult international students at UK 
universities. Young adults from many countries would love 
to have a short homely break and discover the real life of 
this country. 
Host Kit Millington-Hore wrote “Meeting students from 
around the world is hugely fulfilling and satisfying. 
Watching their pleasure as you introduce them to our ways 
of living, particularly over Christmas, is extremely 
rewarding.” 
Visits can be for a day, weekend, or four days at Christmas. 
Offering a Christmas invitation to someone who would 
otherwise be alone on a University campus can make a big 
difference. Invitations are urgently needed from volunteer 
hosts, no matter their age, or how far they live from a 
university. To find out more, or to be put in touch with your 
local organiser, please visit www.hostuk.org or call 020 
7739 6292. 

The diversion 
They set up a diversion 
While they repaired the road 
On lanes which – no aspersion – 
Just could not take the load! 
  
The way was long and narrow 
The corners, they were sharp! 
You could not get a sparrow 
Twixt me and passing cars! 
  
And then – now fetch the bleeper 
You’d credit not my fate 
I met a large roadsweeper 
I had to sit and wait! 
  
And what’s the council’s function 
On this diverting day? 
For, when I reached a 
junction 
No sign to show the way! 
  
I got a map to find my route 
Through this chaotic hell 
The council couldn’t give a 
hoot 
That road was closed as well!   

Nigel Beeton 

My six-year-old son was excited about choosing his 
Halloween costume. "I’m going to be the Pope," he 
announced proudly. 
"But Ian, you can’t be the Pope.  You’re not Catholic,” I 
explained.  “You’re Church of England.”    
My son was silent for a few moments, while he considered 
his alternatives.  “Well, is Dracula Church of England?" 

On what those adverts 
from parishes wanting 
clergy REALLY mean… 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren                   

So, you are being encouraged to look at adverts for 
parishes for that happy day when you will have charge of 
your own church.  You wonder if you should look to moving 
to another part of the country; I suspect it may be better if 
you look to moving to another planet, as your reputation 
may not yet have travelled that far. 

Reading the specifications that parishes provide, giving a 
picture of life in their community, need to be read in the 
same way as estate agents’ specifications for houses for 
sale. Both demonstrate a triumph of optimism over reality. 
Let me help you decode some of the statements you will 
find: 
 
We look to grow our Sunday School” – We do not have a 
Sunday School. 
 
“We have an enthusiastic choir” – We have a choir totally 
out of control. 

“Our youth group is always eager to learn.”  - Our youth 
group experiments with some strange substances.  

“The new incumbent should be sympathetic to our musical 
tradition”- The new incumbent must be able to play the 
organ as well as lead the Services. 
 
“While cherishing our traditions, we see the need for 
change” – We always see the need for change, but alter 
anything at your peril. 

“Plans for church renovations are in hand” – The building is 
in imminent danger of collapse. 

“We have a large range of church groups” – You will have 
to run a large range of church groups singlehandedly. 

“The vicarage is being refurbished” – The vicarage is a 
death trap.  Its rising damp and dangerous electrics will not 
be fixed for many months yet. 

“There is opportunity for developing ecumenical relations” – 
No one in living memory has ever spoken to clergy of other 
denominations in our town. 
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  From Thomas Cook Holidays listing genuine  
complaints from some of their UK clientele. 

1. "I think it should be explained in the brochure that the 
local store does not sell proper biscuits like custard creams 
or ginger nuts." 
2. "It's lazy of the local shopkeepers to close in the 
afternoons. I often needed to buy things during 'siesta' time 
-- this should be banned." 
3. "On my holiday to Goa in India, I was disgusted to find 
that almost every restaurant served curry. I don't like spicy 
food at all." 
4. "We booked an excursion to a water park but no-one told 
us we had to bring our swimming costumes and towels." 
7. "The beach was too sandy." 
8. "We found the sand was not like the sand in the brochure. 
Your brochure shows the sand as yellow but it was white." 
10. "Topless sunbathing on the beach should be banned. 
The holiday was ruined as my husband spent all day looking 
at other women." 
12. "No-one told us there would be fish in the sea. The 
children were startled." 
13. "There was no egg-slicer in the apartment." 
14. "We went on holiday to Spain and had a problem with 
the taxi drivers as they were all Spanish." 
15. "The roads were uneven..." 
16. "It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to 
England. It took the Americans only three hours to get 
home." 
17. "I compared the size of our one-bedroom apartment to 
our friends' three-bedroom apartment and ours was 
significantly smaller." 
18. "The brochure stated: 'No hairdressers at the 
accommodation'. We're trainee hairdressers -- will we be OK 
staying there?" 
19. "There are too many Spanish people. The receptionist 
speaks Spanish. The food is Spanish. Too many foreigners 
now live abroad." 
20. "We had to queue outside with no air-conditioning." 
21. "It is your duty as a tour operator to advise us of noisy or 
unruly guests before we travel." 
22. "I was bitten by a mosquito. No-one said they could bite."  

How many church members does it take 
to change a light bulb? 

What do you mean CHANGE??? That light bulb was given 
in memory of my Grandmother! My father installed it with his 
bare hands! He donated his time AND the use of his ladder 
to do it, too! My family's been members of this church for 
four generations! And if you think you're going to come in 
here and make a bunch of changes all of a sudden, Vicar, 
you've got another think coming! 

The gift 
After the Sunday service the minister stood by the door to 
greet the congregation as they left the church. Soon one of 
the younger children filed by. "Good morning, Jonathan," the 
minister said, as the little boy reached out and handed him 
something. “What’s this?” 

"Money," said the boy, with a big smile. "It's for you!" When 
the minister protested in surprise, the little boy continued: 
"But I want you to have it. My daddy says you're the 
poorest preacher we ever had, and I want to help you.” 

Laodicean hymns 
The Laodicean Church was described in the Bible as being 
lukewarm. So here is a list of some of the hymns they might 
sing: 
 Teach Me, Lord, Thy Easy Way 
 We Are Milling Around in the Light of God 
 When Peace, like a Trickle 
 When the Saints Go Sneaking In 
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EDITH CAVELL 
Edith Cavell was a British 

nurse in charge of a hospital in Belgium during the 
First World War. She saved the lives of soldiers from 
both sides and helped Allied soldiers escape from 
German-occupied Belgium during the First World War, 
for which she was arrested.  

Her strong Christian beliefs led her to help all those 
who needed it: she said, "I can’t stop while there are 
lives to be saved." 

Despite international pleas for mercy, she was shot by 
a German firing squad. The night before her execution, 
she told the Revd. Gahan, the Anglican chaplain who 
gave her Holy Communion: "Patriotism is not enough. I 
must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone." 

In the Anglican Church, 12th 
October is her commemoration 
day. This year Nurse Cavell is 
featured on a special £5 coin to 
mark the centenary of the war. 

PROPER POORLY 
In the Middle Ages certain saints were associated with 
particular ailments, and became known as patron 
saints for people suffering from those illnesses. Can 
you guess who you might have asked to pray for you...  

If you had toothache?   

Dentista Apollonia Peter 

If you had a migraine?   

 Aspren  Aspirin  Anthony 

If you had a sore throat?   

 Blaise  Flannel  Godelina 

If you had sore knees?   
 Neale  Gangulphus Sebaldus 

Worst of all, if you got the plague…   

 Agricola Adrian  Quirinius 

Answers at the bottom of the page. 

⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘⌘

Doctor, Doctor I feel like I’m biscuits! 
You mean the square ones? 
Yes! 
The ones you put butter on? 
Yes! 
Then you’re crackers! 

Definitions 
CHOIR: A group of people whose singing allows the rest of 
the Congregation to lip-sync. 

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key two octaves 
higher than that of the congregation's range. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: The last song at a church service, 
often sung a little more quietly, since most of the people have 
already left. 

JONAH: The original ‘Jaws’ story. 

AMEN: The only part of a prayer that everyone knows. 

Quick 
The quickest way to double your money is to fold it in half 
and put it back in your pocket. 
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Answers: 1. Apollonia  2. Aspren (honestly!)  3. Both Blaise 

and Godelina  4. Gangulphus  5. all of them  

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 

To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk


DIARY FOR OCTOBER 2015 

Thursday        1          9.30 am Meditation Hour        
            11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)                            

   7.30 pm Pints of View at the Globe Inn                                      
  
Sunday 4 Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity                                       

   8.00 am 1662 Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)                              
 10.00 am All Age Harvest Thanksgiving (St C)                                      
 11.00 am Holy Communion (Wookey Hole)                                      

                          
Monday 5  10.00 am ‘Little Saints’  Toddlers Group (St C)               
Wednesday 7  10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)        

   12 noon Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert)                                      
   7.30 pm Pilgrims Course (Trinity Chapel)                                      

Thursday 8  11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)            
Friday     9       9.30 am LPAs Meeting (St Cuthbert)          

  2.00 pm Peter Godwin Memorial Service (St C)                                       
  
Sunday 11 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity                                     

     10.00 am Parish Communion (St Cuthbert)                                   
11.00 am Parish Communion (Wookey Hole)                                      
12.30 pm Baptism (Wookey Hole)                                       
 6.30 pm Evening Prayer (Wookey Hole)                                        
 7.15 pm St Cuthbert Harvest Supper (Connect Centre)                                        

  
Monday 12   10.00 am ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group             
Wednesday 14   10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)       

12 noon Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert)                                         
7.30 pm Pilgrims Course (Trinity Chapel)                                   

Thursday   15        9.30 am Meditation Hour             
   11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)               

  
Sunday     18 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity                                  

10.00 am Parish Communion (St Cuthbert)                                   
11.00 am Morning Prayer (Wookey Hole)                                   
  4.00 pm Together @4 (St Cuthbert)                                        
  6.30 pm CTWA United Service (St Thomas Church)                                        

  
Monday 19 10.00 am ‘Little Saints’ Toddlers Group (St C)                  
Tuesday 20   7.30 pm St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group (Lawrence Centre)                 
Wednesday    21          10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)    

      11.00 am WI Choir Rehearsal (St Cuthbert)                                  
  12 noon Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert)                                   
  7.30 pm Pilgrims Course (Trinity Chapel)                                   

Thursday 22 11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)                
Saturday  24 4.00 pm 40th Wedding Anniversary Prayers                
                                                       
Sunday 25 Last Sunday after Trinity                                       

  8.00 am Holy Communion (Wookey Hole)                                       
10.00 am Memorial Service  (St Cuthbert)                                       
  6.30 pm Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)                                      

  
Wednesday 28  10.00 am Holy Communion (St Cuthbert)           

    12 noon Market Day Lunch (St Cuthbert)                                   
Thursday 29   11.00 am Holy Communion (Bubwith House)                
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From the Registers 2015 

Christian Baptisms 

30 August   Arthur Edward Dickens 
  6 September  Charlotte Ricarda Saker 
   Theo Richard Saker 
20 September  Thomas Oliver Anderson 
   Benjamin George Anderson 

Weddings 

29 August  Kevin Richard House & Katie Emma Uphill 
13 September  Darien Luke Jay & Joanne Beverley Ruth Pryce 
20 September  Paul Leeson Vallis & Claire Louise Curry 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

  7 September  Roy William Graham Thatcher 
14 September  Marjorie Joan Ashman 
15 September  Freda Marlene Wall 
25 September  Arthur John Cribb 

      Sheila Jenkins 
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