
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            	        	      

Song of 
Songs 2: 1

Greetings from Jerusalem!
by Revd Preb. Alastair Wheeler

For nine days last month I was back in the Holy 
Land leading a small and diverse pilgrimage 
group. Writing this just 24 hours after I got back 
my mind is still processing the sights and 
experiences, highs and lows - these are some of 
them.

Like everywhere else in the developed world, 
Israel is changing fast, and that includes 
the Northern area of Galilee. 

The Israeli war In Gaza last year, and the 
perceived threat of the war in Syria just a 
few miles from the Sea of Galilee, has 
understandably deterred huge numbers of 
visitors, and the numbers are just picking 
up again. We stayed in a couple of places 
with other groups of Christians, though – 
and in Jerusalem this included: Americans, 
Germans, French, Belgian, Canadian and 
others. Whilst on one day we kept meeting 
a very large group of Indian Roman 
Catholic Christians. This time there were 
not so many Russians or South Koreans, 
but the worldwide nature of the church was 
present everywhere.

The places that Jesus knew are still there. To 
be in a boat sitting in silence and calm on the 
Sea of Galilee gently rocking with the wind 
and waves in the sunshine brings vividly to 
life stories from the Gospels. To see the 
basalt remains of “Peter’s house” in 
Capernaum by the lake side is always 
fascinating. 

I took our little group around the amazing and 
moving church of The Holy Sepulchre in the 
early evening after most of the crowds had 
gone. I know it well and it marks the places 
where Jesus was crucified, buried and rose 
again, and many of the group members 
found it hugely moving. As several said – a 
truly “thin” place, where earth and heaven 
come really close. The stones from the 19th 
Century, the Crusaders, and Byzantine 4th 
Century surround the hill of limestone with a 
fault line crack running through it that stood 
beside a Roman  gate of Jerusalem. Here 
the crucifixion happened, and nearby the 
tomb was found to be empty the first Easter 
day. The limestone of a first century tomb, 
literally marked since the days of the first 
Christians as the place the resurrection 
happened, moves many people, but not all. 
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Yet many of the Christians of the Holy Land are no 
longer there. Our guide, a Palestinian Christian from 
a large Roman Catholic family, said that his extended 
family number about 400 people, all from Jerusalem 
and the area around. They are descended from 
generations of Arab Christians in the area.  He is one 
of the 20% of Israelis who are Palestinians. But now 
he is one of only 8 of his family of 400 still in Israel. 
And he spoke with sadness of how his once closely 
knit family are scattered across the world like many 
others – Australia, South America, USA, Canada and 
Europe. 
Lightline, our pilgrimage company, aim to do what 
they can to provide work and support for the 
remaining few “living stones” of the church amongst 
all the physical stones of the buildings. 

The tensions in Jerusalem itself though have also 
grown. The strident, taunting, assertiveness of a few 
of the ultra orthodox Jews, are matched by the 
attitudes of some of the frustrated Arab young people 
with no work and no future. Meanwhile the local 
Christians suffer persecution from both sides, along 
with the institutionalised divisiveness of Israeli 
society.

When I first went in 1998 things looked good, and 
positive and hopeful. I’m afraid I can’t say the same 
this time. Those of all races and all faiths – as well as 
the huge number of Israelis who are understandably 
turned off any idea of any faith! – face a future that is 
potentially more challenging than it has been for 
many centuries.

Alastair

Sunday 14th June  at 10.00am

A Celebration  
- with Ven Nicola Sullivan, Archdeacon of Wells -

of the completion of the work on the Trinity Chapel

Come and share the rejoicing 
at the completion of this Second Phase of the

 project reordering the building of St Cuthbert’s

for the life of the church family 

and of our local community.

Sunday 5th July

St Cuthbert’s annual trip to join St Thomas’s for their

10.00am All Age Festival Eucharist

No separate 10.00am service at St Cuthbert’s, but

there will be 8.00am 1662 Holy Communion at St 
Cuthbert’s 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group
Our June meeting is the first of  our summer sessions away 
from our usual venue.  We hope for a lovely  sunny  evening 
on Tuesday  16th when we meet in the Vicarage garden for 
a relaxed evening of  chat and light refreshments.   Please 
note the earlier than usual start time of  7.00pm.  There will 

be both a food bring-and-buy  stall in addition to the raffle, 
raising funds for the cloth we are providing for the new 
multi-purpose table in the Trinity  Chapel.    Please bring a 
garden chair if  possible, though some will be available.   It 
would be appreciated if  you can please keep access to 
neighbours driveways clear.  Inside if  wet, thundering, 
heatwave, flooded, gale, hailstorm…...!

Our meeting in May  with Jane Hancock, wife of  our Bishop, 
was a most enjoyable occasion, with a great turn-out of 
members.   As Jane couldn’t decide what the title of  her talk 
would be prior to the event, we decided to choose one for 
her at the the end once we’d heard it; it was a toss-up 
between “Our journey  to Wells” and “Having fun with the 
Bishop”.  Not quite as catchy  a title as “Life with a crook”, a 
talk given by the wife of  a Bishop of  Bristol I heard once, but I 
know our ladies thoroughly  enjoyed meeting Jane, someone 
we see around the city as we all carry on our daily lives.    

Bid  

ZAMBIA MORNING 
Saturday 6th June    

There will be a “Zambia Coffee Morning” in church on 
Saturday 6th June, between 10am and 12 noon.

This will be a social occasion to catch up on news, pictures 
and projects in our twin Parish of Livingstone West.  We are 

hoping to include St Thomas’s as well because they are 
twinned with Livingstone East.

We shall serve coffee and cakes, and also have cakes for 
sale, a “Food Bring and Buy” and a Raffle. 

Any profit we make will go to Livingstone where it will be 
much appreciated.

If you would like to help or contribute in any way, please 
see Jane or ring 670527.

This year's walk on the 20th June will be in the Clevedon 
area - woodlands, levels and coast - of around 6 to 7 miles.

An ideal circular walk with few stiles; there are hills both up 
and down but these just serve to provide variety and are 

not difficult. Walking is on good footpaths and tracks.

Further details and forms are available from Bill or 
Bernadette.

Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
at Glanvile House, Old Ditch, Westbury sub Mendip

on Friday 3rd July 2015, 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.

Admission £2.50

By kind permission of Alistair Glanvile

All proceeds to the Children’s Society

Please come - and bring a friend
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Letter from St Mary Magdalene
This was the month when the annual parish meeting came 
round again to hear reports on the past year and appoint 
officials for the future. The church appears to be in good 
heart with outreach into the village community continuing to 
grow. We are well represented on the village forum, 
Margaret Baddeley's lunches for the elderly in the 
Community Hall are very popular and much appreciated 
and there has been a great response in joining churchyard 
clearing parties from all ages in Wookey Hole. David and 
Elizabeth continue as Churchwardens and Lucy has taken 
over as Secretary. Bernie remains as our excellent 
Treasurer.

Andrew Faulkner of b2 Architects, is based in Wedmore, 
although he lives locally. He is young and enthusiastic and 
we look forward to working with him on our various projects 
under discussion. He will undertake our Quinquennial 
Survey this month – let us hope there are no unsuspected 
horrors lurking!

Barbara Mitchell reached her 90th birthday in April and we 
celebrated with congratulations, flowers and her favourite 
lunch in the Community Hall.

At the other end of the scale baby Arabella Phelps was 
christened here on April 26th . She is the youngest member 
of one of our longest-established village families, the great 
grand-daughter of Phyllis and Mike Lee. We wish her a 
long and happy life.

Finally a date for your diaries:

The Church and Village Fete will be on Saturday August 
1st. Anyone who is willing to help,either with running a stall,  
helping on one or setting up the night before please ring 
679678. You would be very welcome.

Elizabeth Talbott 

Wookey Hole Ladies' Club
Helen Jefferis,  a volunteer with Dorset and Somerset Air 
Ambulance, was the speaker at our May meeting.

Helen told us that there are 36 helicopters nationwide. It 
costs £2,500 for each mission, and the overall  cost of 
running the service is £2m a year. Dorset and Somerset Air 
Ambulance is based at Henstridge.

Their role  is to save and enhance lives, their strap line: 
“We save lives, one day it could be yours”.

The crew consists of a pilot and two highly trained 
paramedics, and sometimes a doctor is on board. The 
helicopter has two engines in case anything goes wrong 
with one, and it can travel at a maximum speed of 
178mph. It uses 180 litres of fuel per hour and can fly for 3 
hours 40 minutes. Patients can be transferred to specialist 
hospitals if necessary, for example Swansea where there 
is a burns unit.

The paramedics need to have had two years' experience 
and training is ongoing. They are also trained in safety and 
navigation. They deal with many traumatic incidents in 
difficult locations.

Benefits of using the air ambulance are that they easily get 
to incidents, usually within 20 minutes, and can access 
incidents in remote places and in all weathers. They can 
also land close to the scene.  The crew can be called out  
eight to nine times in a day. The service operates 7 days a 
week 365 days a year.

They rely on the generosity of the public, funds are raised 
with charity days, sponsored cycle rides and talks given by  
volunteers, also the Air Ambulance lottery helps to keep 
the service running.

There was time for questions and then Lyn proposed a 
vote of thanks to Helen for her time and for having given 
us an insight into the very valuable work that is done.

Our next meeting is the A.G.M followed by a short talk by 
Mary Gaunt on Spinning and Weaving. The date for the 
meeting is Tuesday 2nd June in Wookey Hole Community 
Hall at 2.30p.m.

Lyn

  Wookey Hole WI, May 2015 
This  month we were occupied with business, as it was our 
annual and resolutions meeting. President  Sue Harding 
welcomed two members of  Croscombe WI, Lynne and 
Maggie,  who were to officiate as Tellers for the election of 
our new committee and president. The committee was 
elected without a ballot, as the outgoing committee 
members were willing to serve again, and with the addition 
of  Pat, which will amount to nine people who will serve for 
the coming year. The tellers asked the members to 
nominate their choice of  president from the committee 
members,  this resulted in three names being put forward. 
Of  those, only  Sue was prepared to serve for the year, with 
Jill opting to wait  until possibly  next year, and Lesley  H 
preferring to concentrate on the treasurer’s post. 

The resolution that will be presented at the National Annual 
Meeting later in the year was discussed, with Jill presenting 
the points in favour, and Lesley  H the points against. It 
concerned the idea that the distinction between nursing 
and personal care for the vulnerable be abolished, 
members were very  doubtful whether either organisation or 
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funding would be practical for this, and sent  forward a ‘no’ 
vote for our delegate to the meeting.

Lesley  H presented the financial statement,  which was 
adopted.  Joan presented the committee’s annual report on 
our activities  during the year, we have been as ever active 
and social.  Sue gave the president’s address, thanking the 
committee for their work during the year, and suggesting 
that  some of  our activities for the next year might be rather 
further from home. The committee was thanked by Sheila.

We were also busy  organising activities for the next few 
weeks,  including the county  quiz, the Literary  lunch at 
Street, and ordering next  year’s calendars and diaries. Also 
planned are a visit to the WI centenary  exhibition to be held 
at Radstock Museum, and a garden party in August.

Our competition for a Spring arrangement of  flowers and 
leaves was judged by  our Tellers, they  placed Jean first, with 
Jan second and Lesley  R third.  The Flower of  the month 
was won by  Jean’s peony, with Margaret L second and 
Myrtle third.

Rose Docherty

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:   
Tintoretto’s ‘Christ at the Sea of Galilee’

  In 1833 Mendelssohn composed two overtures inspired by 
the sea. ‘Fingal’s Cave’ portrays the gentle roll of the waves 
and the call of the wind on the waters around Staffa. ‘Calm 
Sea and Prosperous Voyage’ paints a sea journey when the 
fog lifts, the sky clears, the safety of land beckons and the 
boat arrives in the harbour. 

 This month’s painting shows us a very different picture of 
the sea.  It is ‘Christ at the Sea of Galilee’ by Tintoretto. He 
was an Italian painter of the Renaissance period who 
worked in Venice until his death in 1594.  All his paintings 
are marked by intensity and drama, whether it is the Last 
Supper, the Conversion of St Paul, or this canvas. Tintoretto 
worked so quickly and so single-mindedly that he was 
nicknamed ‘Il Furioso.’ And it is the fury of the sea that is 
captured here. Not the lazy waters of Venice or the calm 
seas of Mendelssohn’s music. Now the sea and the sky 
above are in torment and revolt, and the world is dominated 
by the violence of this storm.

  The Sea of Galilee is like that. One moment, the sky is 
clear and windless, the next, a gust can whip up the waters 
into anger. In Scripture the sea is always an element to fear. 
For the psalmist the sea contains creeping things 
innumerable and even monsters. For John in the book of 
Revelation, the sea ceases to exist when the new heaven 
and the new earth appear. The threat of that element is 
pervasive in this painting. The sail of the boat bends with the 
raging of the wind, and the vessel is tossed up and down – 
so near the shore, and yet so far. Above, the clouds frown.

  But enfolding the scene are two signs of hope and life. To 
one side we see a tall tree in leaf and growing. At the other 
side is the tall figure of Jesus: a sign of safety and hope to 
the disciples, floundering in the boat. His feet are just vague 
outlines in the water, but His hand is firm as He beckons to 
His followers. Peter, brave and headstrong as ever, begins 
to climb out of the boat with no immediate sense of danger. 
This month of June ends with his feast day when we 
celebrate a saint who was so much like us. Wanting to 
follow Jesus, but finding himself weak; eager to serve, but 

unable to back words up with deeds. And yet, through all 
that, God’s grace triumphed in Peter’s life. We know that he 
will be saved here as he steps onto the wild water to reach 
Jesus.

  This raging element is a parable of life with its storms and 
challenges for Peter and for all of us. Just as the sea 
threatens to swallow the boat and the disciples in it, so we 
know how the world threatens to swallow us up. Each of us, 
in our discipleship, faces concerns and challenges, anxieties 
about the present, even despair about the future. Tintoretto 
is saying to us from this canvas, Reach out and take hold of 
the sure hand of our Lord. That will be an anchor for you 
when the sea of life is calm and when the storm rages. ‘Will 
your anchor hold?’ asks the hymn, and we can reply

 ‘We have an anchor that keeps the soul,  

 Steadfast and sure while the billows roll;

 Fastened to the rock which cannot move,

 Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love.’

Snowdon 500
Snowdon 500 is one of a number of fund raising events 
organised by the Prostate Research Centre which is helping 
to combat one of our major health problems particularly for 
men over 50.

Rosemary and Michael Bailey support this charity and are 

undertaking a sponsored walk to climb Snowdon on 14th. 
June 2015.

We are seeking support from any members or friends of the 
St. Cuthberts community who would like to sponsor us for 
this event. For more information please speak to us.

Rosemary and Michael Bailey     01749 677201.
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Lay Pastoral Assistants
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved.

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906

Patsy Barrow



So, not a typical week at the Vicarage then?
Sunday 3rd May.  Eva was a delightful candidate at her 
baptism, waving so contentedly at her admiring entourage 
as her parents held her.  But while Alastair was doing her 
baptism, I was looking ahead four days to his pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, when two of his group have requested full 
immersion baptism in the River Jordan.  What did the 
River Jordan look like two thousand years ago?  
Nowadays it must be very different, with Israel taking so 
much water from it to sustain the “greening of the desert” 
agricultural activity to leave a narrow stream, brown and 
full of agricultural chemicals and…….

Wednesday 6th May: Sitting at my computer writing this, 
Alastair is beside the Sea of Galilee presiding at an open-
air communion service at the Mount of the Beatitudes.  
Such an evocative location, on the hillside looking out at 
the (hopefully) calm waters of the lake.  Later this morning, 
the group will be crossing the lake by boat, and mid-lake, 
the engines will be cut to enable the pilgrims to experience 
the peace, quiet apart from the gentle lapping of the waves 
against the wooden hull.  Yet, just a few miles to the north-
east is the border with Syria.  When we were there in 
2008, we were able to drive up the border road en route to 
Caesarea Philippi and look across  the UN controlled 
border into Syria, our road with minefields on each side, 
and the Israeli hillside bristling with military equipment and 
listening stations.  The peace of the Sea of Galilee so 
close, yet so far from the reality of the terror and misery of 
Syria today.

Thursday 7th May:  The baptism in the Jordan day as the 
group travel south to Jerusalem. The water is reputedly icy  
cold, having originated as meltwater on the slopes of 
Mount Hermon to the north, still icy despite passing the hot 
springs emerging from the floor of the Sea of Galilee, from 
deep below the rift valley down which the River Jordan 
flows. (excuse the geographical details – my degree is in 
geography and geology!)  

Alastair is writing a blog on Facebook; I really liked this 
one:
      “So you get off your coach to look at the Mount of 
Temptation in Jericho yesterday, politely refusing to sample 
proffered full tray of fresh dates. Take photos of amazing 
desert hillside and of young camel the date seller is 
looking after. Watch as the camel enjoys half the tray of 
dates. As we drive off observe next coach load being 
offered samples from a half full tray of dates.”

Sunday 10th May: Alastair was assisting at the English 
service at St George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem.

 “It was all last minute and work it out as we go, because 
the Bishop had done the earlier Arabic service and gone 
off to one of the other Anglican Palestinian churches. But 
the Dean had been called the night before to take the 
service at the Church of Scotland service!!”

Monday 11th May: “The seventh day God may have rested 
but we went off an hour's drive to Hebron - South beyond 
Bethlehem – the Tomb of Abraham and Sarah and four 
other patriarchs. Largest Palestinian city after Gaza, but 
where small groups of Jewish settlers are protected by a 
heavy police and army presence.”  

“A settler with strong USA accent asked me to ask the 
Queen to tell Israel to remove the Palestinians from 
Hebron! Didn't tell him I wasn't in such circles!  A Moslem 

kindergarten group from elsewhere on the West Bank were 
just leaving and the Mums were all taking pictures of us on 
their mobiles. Some of our grannies cooed over the babies 
and were given them to hold. Great fun and waving 
goodbye. Made welcome at the Mosque half of the 
building. Our ladies had to wear cloak and hood - Maid 
Marion style.”

“Then went to Jewish synagogue half where there was a 
parents and children social event - and got ignored. You 
couldn't have a starker difference” 

And so the week continued; certainly very different to 
a normal week at the Vicarage!          
     

Bid 
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Going to Church - by a Baby Christian*
*That is, a newbie. 

18 months ago you would have had to drag me kicking and 
screaming to a church service. Now I’m there (almost) 
every Sunday. And it hasn’t been an entirely smooth road. 
Don’t get me wrong, my journey into the Christian faith has 
been like gliding through still waters, calm and joyful, and I 
couldn’t be happier with my experience. It’s Church itself 
that’s been the challenge! 

I love being at Church. Now. I love the feeling of calm I 
have when I leave; compared with the first couple of 
months when I would simply heave a great sigh of relief 
that I’d managed a whole service without embarrassing 
myself! 

You see, Church can be an intimidating place for those of 
us unused to its protocol, language and traditions. And my 
goodness can it feel like there are a lot of all three when 
you first start out! 

When I attended my very first church service at All Saints in 
Martock, late in 2013, and my first service since I was a 
kid, I was lucky enough to have a personal guide in the 
shape of my fiancé, who had been attending Church since 
he was young. I was excited for the new experience I was 
about to have, but a nervous wreck in case I stood in the 
wrong place or said something out loud when I wasn’t 
supposed to. Or didn’t say something out loud when I was 
supposed to. I knew he wouldn’t let me down though. Or so 
I thought. 

It was in the middle of the normal 9.30am Sunday Service 
that I learned about ‘Sharing the Peace’. The Vicar said 
“May the peace of the Lord be with you”, and I thought that 
was very nice, and then we replied “And also with you.” 
Lovely, and I really meant it too. And then he instructed us 
to share a sign of peace with each other. What!? Panic! 
What does that mean? I turned to my other half and fiercely  
whispered “You didn’t tell me about this, what do I do?”. 
“Just do what I do” he said. Hmm. 

So he shook my hand, gave me a kiss and said “Peace be 
with you”. Ok, fine. So when the lady in the pew in front of 
me turned around, shook my hand and said “Peace be with 
you” I pulled her towards me and planted a big kiss on her 
cheek. Then, looking, horrified, into her startled eyes, and 
around at what others were doing, I realised…he kissed 
me because he’s my fiancé. Everyone else is just shaking 
hands. Great. 

But you see it’s that sort of thing that can catch you by 
surprise. Like during the Eucharistic Prayer when someone 
helpfully points out that you’re looking at the wrong one. Or 
the time I was asked to ‘do the elements’ for communion, 
enthusiastically agreed, and spent the rest of the service 
panicking because I had no idea what that meant! 

There are all sorts of minefields you think you need to 
overcome when you first start going to Church. Like where 
to sit. Everyone has their usual spot, and woe betide the 
unknowing newcomer who pinches it, right? And, what if I 
don’t wear the right clothes and people think I look scruffy? 
My fiancé was mortified on one occasion when he forgot 
himself while going up to receive Communion. He was first 

out of the pew and rather than stepping back and waiting 
for the rest of us to file out and walk up ahead of him he 
just stalked off up the aisle, eager for his bread and wine. 
When I pointed this out to him later he spent all of the after-
service tea and coffee time apologising to everyone else in 
our pew! 

I managed to best this little faux-pas however, when, on a 
visit to Salisbury Cathedral for a Sunday service I, not 
being aware of the protocol, took myself off for Communion 
before the Steward instructed me to and managed to cause 
a bit of a hole in the line-up. So, if you’re going to make a 
mistake, go big and do it at a Cathedral. 

The thing I’ve started to grasp though, and admittedly it’s 
probably taken me longer than it should have, is that 
people don’t care. They don’t care if you sit in their normal 
seat, or if you wear jeans and a t-shirt, or if you don’t stand 
up for a Gospel reading. They won’t judge you if you can’t 
follow the tune of a hymn and just mime the words, if you 
think a Lay Reader is the Vicar, or if you call the Pew Sheet 
the Service Leaflet and the Service Leaflet the Pew Sheet. 

The important thing is that you’re there. Everything else will 
come in time. I quickly learnt that when I’m lost all I have to 
do is ask, and there’s always someone willing to point me 
in the right direction. And I’ve slowly learnt just to embrace 
my own personal experience of Church, and not to worry if 
I can’t reach the high notes, or if I don’t know what 
apostolic means. In the end, it’s what brought you to 
Church that matters, not what you do when you get there. 

Chrissy Sykes, All Saint’s Martock

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM
Wednesday 10th June

AMERICAN SNIPER (15) War Drama

Clint Eastwood’s critically well received film about a US 
Navy ‘SEAL’ who takes his mission, to protect his 
comrades, to heart becoming one of the most lethal snipers 
in American history. His pinpoint accuracy not only saves 
countless lives but also makes him a prime target of 
insurgents. Despite grave danger and his struggle to be a 
good husband and father to his family back in the States, 
Kyle serves four tours of duty in Iraq. However, when he 
finally returns home, he finds that he cannot leave the war 
behind. 
Come and join us at  Wookey Hole Community Hall at 

the bottom of School Hill

Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.   
Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3

More info and a trailer at  :  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
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Poem of the year

The computer swallowed Grandma,
Yes, honestly it’s true!
She pressed 'control and 'enter'
And disappeared from view.
  
It devoured her completely,
The thought just makes me squirm.
She must have caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm.
  
I've searched through the recycle bin
And files of every kind;
I've even used the Internet,
But nothing did I find.
  
In desperation, I asked Mr. Google
My searches to refine.
The reply from him was negative,
Not a thing was found 'online.'
  
      So, if inside your 'Inbox,'
      My Grandma you should see,
      Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her,
      And send her back to me..

  
This is a tribute to all the Grandmas & Grandpas, Nanas & 

Pops, who have been fearless and learned to use the 
Computer......…

They are the greatest!!!
  

We do not stop playing because we grow old. 
We grow old because we stop playing…

Please consider becoming  a 
friend of the Fund for Church 
Growth (FCG). One of the 
grants that St Cuthbert's 
successfully applied for was to the FCG for a grant for our 
Children's and Families Worker Suse Ison-Stierer.   Since 
the fund was established in 2008 FCG has made grants 
totalling almost £2 million to over 200 parishes in support of 
projects for ministry and mission in their part of the Diocese

The help the FCG can give is, however limited by lack of 
resources.  It relies almost entirely on an annual allocation of  
£275K from the Diocesan Board of Finance (DBF).  As a 
result, the FCG is now almost entirely reactive.  It responds 
to grant applications that come in, but does little to publicise 
its existence or to encourage the kinds of project for which 
grants might be given.  The grants it makes are normally for 
much less than is needed and, in the case of major projects, 
are painfully small in relation to the total amount of funding 
required.  There is so much more that it could be doing to 
help, if only it had the resources.  So they are inviting people 

to become a friend of the FCG, with the aim of generating a 
continuing, and if possible growing, income stream of £100K 
to supplement the annual allocation from the DBF. 

You can become a friend by making a minimum annual 
contribution of £26 or make a one-off donation.  The FCG 
are also appealing to parishes which have been awarded a 
grant to become corporate friends with a minimum annual 
subscription of £100.  This will be discussed at a St 
Cuthbert's PCC meeting in the near future.  By becoming a 
friend of the FCG you will be supporting projects that help 
churches to respond to the challenges of growing God's 
Kingdom in the 21stCentury. 

If you would like to become a friend or need more 
information contact:   Sue Anderson, PA to Diocesan 
Secretary, telephone 01749 685110 or email 
sue.anderson@bathwells.anglican.org

Thanks, Sheila Linegar, PCC 
Secretary

On what security 
cameras in church 
will tell you
From The Rectory
St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

 

Much against my better judgement, after a recent series of 
small thefts, we have installed security cameras here at St. 
James the Least.  At least the suggestion for trip wires that 
opened the gate to Mrs Poppleroy’s garden next door, 
thereby setting loose her deranged Pekinese, were narrowly  
defeated – though I had to use my casting vote. 

So now we have a complete record of everything that goes 
on when no one is about. It makes such interesting viewing 
that I have cancelled my television licence and spend every 
evening watching the antics of my parishioners. I wonder if 
there is some niche television channel which would be 
interested; it could help the tower restoration fund no end.

Miss Margison seems to imagine she is now part of some 
theatrical performance every time she cleans the church; her 
body language as she wields a feather duster is of operatic 
proportions, as is her final bow to the cameras as she 
leaves.

I have at last found the several hiding places where Mr 
Prentice secretes his bottle of whisky every week when he 
comes to wind the tower clock.

Colonel Wainwright, who served for some time in the 
security services, is now worried that  pictures of him 
cleaning the brass will be circulated in Russia.  He fails to 
appreciate that his disguise as a French onion seller, with 
striped jersey, beret and waxed moustache does tend to 
make his presence rather more interesting than he imagines 
– to us, if not to the KGB.

The flower arrangers seem to imagine that we are recording 
sound as well as pictures and so whenever they are in 
church together, all gossip is written down and passed round 
by hand as they work in total silence. So far, they have 
remembered to take their pieces of paper home with them. 
One slip and I shall probably learn more about my 
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parishioners in five minutes than I have done in the last five 
years.  

The cameras have also solved the mystery of who has been 
pilfering the items - and even the nest where they have 
hidden it.  If only I could teach the magpies to extract money  
from pockets and place it on the collection plate.

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace

With June weddings in mind
“If we did become engaged would you give me a ring?” she 
said.
“Yes, of course!” he replied. “What is your number?”

Weight
Signing the register at a wedding, the groom had difficulty in 
making his ball-point pen work.  “Put your weight on it,” said 
the vicar.  
So the groom complied:  ‘John Smith (eleven stone, four 
pounds)’

Mother-in-law
Young man asked to describe his mother-in-law:  “Generally  
speaking, she’s generally speaking.”

Some Definitions
Ecclesiastic: material used to fasten ‘ a clergyman’s robes.

Dust:  mud with the juice squeezed out.

Raisin:  a grape with a sunburn.

Committee:  a body that keeps minutes and wastes hours.

Maths lesson:  The only place where you can buy 64 
watermelons without anyone wondering why.

DADDY?
You know how sometimes we mishear things?  A little boy 
that  I  know said that they had sung ‘Away  in a Manger’ in 
the Nativity  play  at his  preschool. He was convinced from 
singing this carol that Jesus had another name because he 
had heard it as ‘little George Jesus asleep in the hay’.

In the same way  a little girl said that she knew God’s name 
because  every  time people said the Lord’s Prayer she 
heard it as ‘Harold be thy name’. 

When Jesus gave us the prayer we call The Lord’s  Prayer 
he told us what to call God – you can read about it  in 
Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 6, verses 5-15.

The word that Jesus used for ‘Our Father’ 
was ‘Abba’ which is the way  that children 
then spoke to their father, like we use the 
word Daddy  now. Every  time we say  the 
prayer we remember that God is our loving 
father. 

  
FOUR OF A KIND

Can you find a common English word  of 
8 letters which contains four Gs? Here is 
a clue… it’s a laughing matter.

 Answer at the bottom of the page.

  
What do they call ministers in Germany?

German Shepherds.
  

Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
Samson. He brought the house down.

  
Who was the first person in the Bible?

Chap One.

  
Why does an elephant use his trunk as a bookmark? 

That way he always nose where he stopped reading.
  

What do you call someone with an elephant on their 
head? 

Squashed! 
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Answer: giggling



  Techie trouble
The vicar at our local church experienced some technical 
problems with the sound system one Sunday. Instead of 
starting the service as usual with ‘The Lord be with you’, he 
said: “There’s something wrong with the microphone.”

Not hearing this, the congregation responded: “And also 
with you.”

Lost in translation
A certain vicar had a kindly, pastoral heart.  He often wrote 
little notes to any parishioners in distress, assuring them of 
his prayers.   Then came the day he heard that one of his 
favourite old ladies in the church had been injured in a bad 
fall.  The vicar felt so much sympathy that he wanted to add 
a note of pastoral affection.  He thought of the little 
postscript that his young niece always added to her emails 
to him, which he took as a sign of her affection, and decided 
to add that to this note.

It read:   “Dear Mrs Gantry,  I am told that you fell down the 
stairs, broke both legs, and may be in hospital for some 
weeks.  This is just to assure you that you are much in my 
thoughts.”  Then he added the postscript:  LOL.

Keep it short    
The minister stood up and said:  “Good morning, ladies and 
gentlemen.  You’ll be glad to know that when I asked my 
secretary to type this sermon out for me I asked her to 
eliminate anything that was dull or confusing.  So in 
conclusion….”

Love
They say he married her because her aunt left her a 
fortune.  He hotly denies it, saying that he would have 
married her whoever left her the fortune.

Grace    

The graduation banquet was about to begin when the 
master of ceremonies was informed that the invited 
clergyman would not be able to attend.  He quickly asked 
the main speaker to give the blessing.  The speaker 
nodded, rose, bowed his head and in all sincerity, said:  
“There being no clergyman present, let us thank God.”

  

From the Registers 2015
CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS

  3rd May Ava Ann Boyce
19th May Jamie William Pepe

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
Rory David Jack Simpson & Kelly-Marie Randall

Anthony William Scragg & Sallyann Ison

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES
19th May Tony David Kemp
21st May Margaret Payne

BURIAL OF ASHES
30th April Joan Pamela Ogbourne

      Sheila Jenkins
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Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

D̀eadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 
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