
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            	        	      

TRINITY

PTO
by Alistair Glanvile
In March I celebrated my seventieth birthday. Yes 
I know I’m much too young to be as old as that 
but it means that I no longer have a Readers 
Licence but now have the Bishops Permission to 
Officiate, or as it is more commonly known, 
P.T.O.   I can still do the same things but the 
P.T.O. runs for five years and then, if I am still 
able, it may be renewed for another five years at 
the Bishops and PCCs discretion—but that is in 
the future. 

As some of you know I used to have a farm, and 
on a farm the Power Take Off or PTO shaft is the 
thing that takes the power of the engine and 
makes the machinery work, and I suppose that is  
what Priests and Readers do in their church life. 
We try to interpret the Bible, make it relevant to 
today’s world and stimulate people to think about 
God and to work through the church for the 
people of God.

This month we celebrate the Ascension and 
Pentecost which mark the end of Jesus’ physical 
presence on earth and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to the disciples in the Upper Room. 

Without the power that comes from the Holy Spirit 
it is almost impossible to do God’s work.  On the 
day of Pentecost the disciples were so filled with 
the Spirit of God that people thought they were 
drunk and Peter had to tell them that the power of 
the Risen Christ was so great that they had to 
share the good news with everyone. 

Somehow we have to recapture that excitement 
and enthusiasm of those early Christians and to 
become the Power Take Offs of the church, taking 
the power given to us and using it in our lives. That 
is why it is easier to be an active follower of Christ 
if we go to church. We should be recharging our 
spiritual batteries each Sunday as we hear God’s 
word and receive him through the Bread and Wine 
at Communion. Through these things we get the 
power and inspiration to spread the Good News of 
our salvation because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. So may we go out into the 
world in the power of Christ and do His work with 
joy.

Alistair   
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St Cuthbert's Ladies' Group

Bookings are now open for our summer outing, which takes 
place on Tuesday 21st July.   We will be travelling to 
Wimborne Minster in Dorset, departing from the bus station 
at 10.00am, and leaving Wimborne Minster at 4.00pm.     
After a pleasant run through the countryside, we arrive with 
sufficient time for you to have a leisurely lunch, perhaps a 
visit to the Minster itself after which the town is named, or 
the Model Village (senior entry £5.50) close by, with time left 
to explore the independent shops and cafes.     If you’d like 
to come along, please give your name, with payment, to 
Sarah Sheldon either in church on a Sunday or phone her 
on 679117 (but phone bookings won’t be confirmed until 
payment has been made.) Find out why the Minster is 
dedicated to St Cuthberga, and how she fits in with our own 
St Cuthbert.   Gents are welcome too, as usual.

Our May meeting is on Tuesday 19th, when we welcome 
Jane Hancock, wife of the Bishop of Bath and Wells as our 
speaker.   It will be good to welcome her to our group, and 
enable members to recognise her when we see her out and 
about in the city from then on.   Her talk is currently called 
“As yet untitled”, and perhaps we can decide what its title 
should be once we’ve heard her – as in the Alan Davies As 
Yet Untitled TV programme!

Bid

Elizabeth’s Induction on 13th April

Elizabeth’s induction into her new rural benefice by Bishop 
Richard of Hereford was a moving and joyful occasion. 
Pendleton Church (the largest of her eight churches) was 
full with around 130 parishioners, family members, clergy 
and other friends present—including eight of us from Wells 
and Wookey Hole. The hymn singing and responses were 
robust, and the service was well conducted, a tribute to 
careful planning. The overall feeling throughout was one of 
wholehearted welcome and support: a wonderful start to 
Elizabeth’s ministry. 

Now she begins her task of leading and coordinating her 
seven parishes, which means she will soon become a 
familiar sight on her bike around the hilly lanes of the 
benefice. As the Bishop cautioned in his sermon, she will 
need a lot of help from her parishioners, but this is the type 
of ministry which she has always wanted. I think she will do 
well.

Bob

Living together beyond polling day

In my  early  twenties my  Christian faith was shaped by  a 
holy, wise and kindly  vicar of  my  local church in central 
London.  Week by  week I  absorbed his engaging sermons 
and inspiring  bible studies, and looking back I’m so thankful 
for the seeds of  faith sown in that particular lively  Anglican 
Church. But I  remember being disappointed when I asked 
him how a Christian should engage with politics. His 
measured reply:  ‘I don’t bother much – General Elections 
only  vote one lot  of  sinners out – and another lot of  sinners 
in!’

Well, whatever ‘lot of  sinners’, local or national, are in or out 
of  office come the 8th May,  I believe we have a duty  and 
responsibility  to support and  pray  for them while using our 
hard won democratic freedom to continue in dialogue about 
the issues we  care deeply  about. From education and 
health to opportunities for the young, the fragmentation of 
communities or the protection of  those most vulnerable, the 
list goes on because we hold before us a vison of  nothing 
less than the Kingdom of  God.    As someone has said 
simply, ‘Politics is the art of  living together. It’s a moral 
enterprise’.  So let’s join in enthusiastically  with this art of 
living together, making the intercessory  prayer from 
Common Worship heartfelt: ‘Bless and guide Elizabeth our 
Queen; give wisdom to all in authority; and direct this and 
every  nation in the ways of  justice and peace; that we may 
honour one another and seek the common good.’ 

We do so as we move through to Ascension Day on 14th 
May. The strange, dramatic story  of  Jesus’ being taken into 
heaven celebrates our crucified, risen and ascended Lord. 
Far from detaching himself  from our flawed, sinful and 
suffering world, he wonderfully  takes his humanity  and our 
humanity  into the very  heart of  the divine life.  As Rowan 
Williams  has said:  ‘…the humanity  we all know to be 
stained, wounded, imprisoned in various ways;  this 
humanity  – yours and mine – is still capable of  being 
embraced by  God, shot through with God’s glory, received 
and welcomed in the burning heart of  reality  itself.’ 
Whatever challenges we face in our communities and 
nation,   our prayer, concern and longing must always be to 
help make God’s world one where the true value, worth and 
potential  of  every  human being is welcomed, embraced 
and held dear. 

 Archdeacon Nicola

This year's walk will be in the Clevedon area - woodlands, 
levels and coast - of around six to seven miles.

An ideal circular walk with few stiles; there are hills both up 
and down but these just serve to provide variety and are not 

difficult. Walking is on good footpaths and tracks.

Further details and forms will be available from Bill or 
Bernadette. 

Snowdon 500
Snowdon 500 is one of a number of fund raising events 
organised by the Prostate Research Centre which is helping 
to combat one of our major health problems particularly for 
men over 50.

Rosemary and Michael Bailey support this charity and are 
undertaking a sponsored walk to climb Snowdon on 14th 
June 2015.

We are seeking support from any members or friends of the 
St. Cuthberts community who would like to sponsor us for 
this event. For more information please speak to us.

Rosemary and Michael Bailey     01749 677201.
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Lent Course : Introduction to Christian 
Meditation at St Cuthbert’s

It was a great pleasure to welcome so many people to 
each of these six sessions. The first one took place on a 
very wet morning and it was most encouraging that people 
braved the weather to come and find out more about ‘the 
prayer of the heart’. Each week we enjoyed sharing a time 
of silent meditation and listening to the wise words of those 
who have trodden this path before us or are journeying 
alongside us today. 

We began by asking the question ‘What is Christian 
Meditation?’ and learned that it is a form of prayer without 
words, thoughts or images. We are simply being with God 
in the stillness and silence of the present moment. We 
have to learn to be still in body – by sitting still, and also in 
mind – by continuously and silently repeating a prayer word 
to help us to let go of the many distractions that inevitably 
arise.

In the second session we looked at the life and teaching of 
the Benedictine monk, Father John Main, and learned how 
he recovered the ancient tradition of Christian Meditation 
as a form of prayer for our own time. We followed this with 
a session in which we explored the roots of Christian 
Meditation, starting with the Desert Fathers in 4th century 
Egypt and seeing how, through the writings of John 
Cassian, their practice of the ‘prayer of the heart’ was 
passed down through successive generation of Christianity. 
In our fourth session, we heard Father Laurence Freeman, 
the spiritual director of the World Community for Christian 
Meditation, talking about the relationship between 
meditation and other forms of prayer, using the image of a 
wheel. In session five we thought about how, during 
meditation, we ‘leave self behind’, letting go of everything 
concerned with our ego in order to find our true self – the 
person we were created to be. In the final session we 
reflected on the fruits of meditation in our lives, echoing the 
qualities described by St Paul as the fruits of the spirit.

The sessions have been attended by members of seven 
different local churches, as well as people who are not 
members of any church, and at our last meeting we had 
the pleasure of welcoming visitors from California, 
Switzerland and Cyprus. It has been a great blessing to be 
able to use the beautiful sacred space of the Trinity Chapel 
for this course and we are very appreciative of the support 
of Alastair and the PCC which allowed this to happen. We 
are also grateful that we can continue to meet on a regular 
basis after Easter.

‘Christian Meditation at St Cuthbert’s’ will take place in the 
Trinity Chapel on the first and third Thursday of each 
month, from 9.30 to 10.30. Newcomers are always 
welcome. For further information contact me on 01749 
678831 or cjhince@btinternet.com. 
    Carol Hince

‘But the silence in the mind is where we live best, within 
listening distance of the silence we call God.’     (R S 
Thomas)

Wookey Hole WI, April meeting 2015 

Vice President  Jill Dean chaired our April meeting, recalling 
our recent activities.  Last month we celebrated the 67th 
Birthday  of  our WI with a lunch, at which we also noted the 
birthdays of  a visitor Vera, & our secretary  Joan, who has 
reached the age of  95. A number of  members and friends 
also enjoyed a hands on visit to Burns the Bread at 
Glastonbury  earlier this month,  baking samples to take 
home (see below) .

We were happy  to welcome well known WI friends as our 
speakers, Sheena Holloway  and Veronica Andrews 
entertained us with an account  of  their adventures as 
contestants in BBC TV’s Bargain Hunt programme. It all 
started with an on-line enquiry, an application and a much 
swifter response than they  expected. They  very  soon found 
themselves lost in Bristol, trying to find the BBC for an 
interview, in a state of  panic they  were directed by  a helpful 
window cleaner. Luckily  they’d calmed down enough to get 
through the ordeal, which consisted of  chatting to each 
other in front of  a camera, not something they  found 
difficult. They  chose to be the red team, on the grounds 
that  Veronica is an avid Arsenal supporter, and they  were 
given the fleeces to keep as souvenirs.  The Royal Bath and 
West Showground, where the antiques fair was to be held, 
was easier to find, though seven thirty  in the morning was a 
stretch.  They  were warned that their expert, Philip Serel, 
might  be a little grumpy,  but they  thought him charming, 
though he did remark that he thought they  were like a box 
of  frogs.  They  found that the filming was done in a strange 
order,  the introductory  piece being done last, and several 
episodes were being filmed on the same day,  the sections 
get edited into order later. The same occurred at the 
auction, their lots and the other contestants’ being sold 
between the lots from the general sale. They  have now 
become used to being recognised by  strangers as well as 
WI members, and to giving talks about it  all. Yes, they  did 
make a profit, of £45.

Lesley  R thanked them for the very  entertaining afternoon. 
As it  was Veronica’s birthday, we surprised her with a card 
and a beautifully  decorated cake that had been specially 
made by our member Elizabeth.

Rose Docherty

Great concentration at the ‘Burns the Bread’ bakery
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WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM
Wednesday 13th May

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD  (U)  Romantic Drama

A real treat

Julie Christie stars as the beautiful Bathsheba, wooed by 
three rival suitors Sergeant Troy (Terence Stamp), William 
Bold wood (Peter Finch) and the ever faithful Gabriel Oak 
(Alan Bates).  This is the original 1967 John Schlesinger 
adaption of Thomas Hardy’s classic novel.  The brilliant 
cinematography of Nicholas Roeg and the fabulous cast 
bring Hardy’s novel to life on the big screen.

  

Come and join us at  Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill

Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.   

Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3

More info and a trailer at  :  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com

Wookey Hole Ladies Club Meeting 7th April
Councillor Ron Forrest gave us a fascinating insight into  life 
on the District and County Council.

He was elected  in 2003 to the District Council  and  latterly 
as a County Councillor .He  told us that he had enjoyed 
every minute as the job offers such a variety of 
experiences,involving  meeting people from all walks of life. 
As chairman of the District Council he has attended many 
Civic events, he has met Royalty, the Prime Minister, the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Governments. 
Councillor Forrest  visited Shepton Mallet Prison before it 
closed. He also visited the Somerset Levels during the 

flooding and has visited businesses to see if they needed 
help.

To become a councillor requires dedication, the process 
involves being interviewed  and  obtaining 10 signatures 
from people willing to nominate you. Canvassing 
commences in February for May elections,which at times 
involves the candidate in amusing situations as Councillor 
Forrest related. Then follow the Election night and count, the 
first council meeting,an induction and training in planning 
and standards amongst other things.

Being a Councillor  involves many hours of work. It  can 
include reading hundreds of pages of documents to be 
discussed at meetings.There is a lot of frustration at times 
but Committees were key in enabling policies to be 
approved. In 2005 Councillor Forrest was responsible for 
Traffic and speed limits for the County Council and for 4 
years served as a member of cabinet for the District Council 
and held the Portfolio for Regeneration including car 
parking. Planning is one of the most important jobs of the 
District Council. As Chair of Mendip District Council he has 
to remain unbiased.

After all the years of service and recently as Chairman of 
the District Council, Councillor Forrest is retiring and we 
wish him and Mrs Forrest a very happy retirement.

 Mrs Forrest added a few words and told us how hard her 
husband had worked for the community, she had never quite 
believed the amount of documents that arrived to be read, 
but she said  there had also been a lot of fun along the way 
too and they had enjoyed meeting so many people.

A warm round of applause and a vote of thanks from Sue 
concluded the talk.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5th May at 2.30pm in 
Wookey Hole Community Hall when the speaker will be a 
representative from the Dorset and Somerset Air 
Ambulance.

For further details ring Margaret Plaster 675415

Lyn Astle. 

Church of England welcomes Royal 
Assent for Lords Spiritual (Women) Act

The Church of England has welcomed recently given Royal 
Assent for an Act that will bring forward the introduction of 
the first women diocesan bishops into the House of Lords.

Notification of Royal Assent for the Lords Spiritual (Women) 
Act was given in the House of Lords shortly before 
Parliament rose for the General Election.

Under the terms of the Act, the Venerable Rachel Treweek, 
Archdeacon of Hackney, who has been announced as the 
next Bishop of Gloucester,  will become the first female 
diocesan bishop to join the Bishops’ Benches in the House 
of Lords.

Archdeacon Rachel will take the place vacated by the 

Bishop of Leicester, Tim Stevens, who retires on 11th July. 
She will be introduced into the House of Lords after the 
summer recess.
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Under current rules, the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York and the Bishops of London, Durham  and Winchester 
are entitled to sit in the House of Lords from the start of 
their appointments.  The new Act, which will come into 
force in the next Parliament, makes provision for 
vacancies among the remaining 21 places, which are 
normally filled according to length of service, to be filled as 
they arise by eligible female diocesan bishops. The 
provision will remain in place for 10 years, equivalent to 
two fixed term Parliaments.

The legislation does not prevent male bishops from 
entering the House of Lords during this period as 
vacancies will be filled, as is currently the case, by the 
longest serving male diocesan bishop if there is no eligible 
female diocesan bishop in line at that time.

After the end of the 10-year period, the provision made by 
the Act will come to an end and the current arrangements 
under the Bishoprics Act 1878 for determining which 
bishops are to fill vacancies in the House of Lords will be 
restored.

  

Letter from Wookey Hole
Spring has well and truly arrived in Wookey Hole and in 
the churchyard the daffodils and primroses are out. Next 
year there should be even more as David has plans to 
plant the newly cleared banks which should make a 
wonderful show to greet Easter. There have been two 
more gardening Sundays, which, although unpleasantly 
wet, drew a band of loyal workers.

The ecumenical and well supported weekly Lent group, 
studying St Mark’s Gospel, finished on March 27, but will 
resume monthly meetings at 4pm on Friday, 24 April. 
Newcomers are welcome – phone 670678 for details.

The Good Friday service led by Jennifer Cole included the 
interesting innovation of paintings of the Crucifixion 
projected on a screen for meditation. On Easter Sunday it 
was lovely to see a sunlit church again beautifully 
decorated with flowers. Our thanks to our talented flower 
ladies who contribute so much to our worship. After the 
service came the traditional village Duck Race on the Axe, 
thoughtfully timed to allow the congregation to be present! 

Another innovation followed on Easter Monday – an Easter 
Egg hunt in the church grounds organized by Julia. 

Perhaps the beginning of another tradition?

Elizabeth Talbott

Blessing
It was the five year old boy’s first trip down to the 
Communion rail at church.  Fascinated, he watched the 
vicar place a wafer in the palm of each person kneeling 
before him.  When the vicar reached the little boy, he 
ignored the child’s out-stretched palm, and laid his hand on 
the child’s head in a gentle blessing instead. The boy, 
utterly bewildered, whispered to his father in a piercing 
voice; “He’s put it on my head!”

Two Rows by the Sea

The martyrdom of 21 Egyptian Coptic Christian young men 
in Libya on February 15th 2015 shocked the world.   The 
Bible Society of Egypt subsequently sent out a Newsletter 
which included a very poignant poem, Two Rows by the 
Sea; it is reproduced below:
  

Two rows of men walked the shore of the sea,

On a day when the world’s tears would run free,

One a row of assassins, who thought they did right,

The other of innocents, true sons of the light,

One holding knives in hands held high.

The other with hands empty, defenceless and tied,

One row of slits to conceal glaring-dead eyes,

The other with living eyes raised to the skies,

One row stood steady, pall-bearers of death,

The other knelt ready, welcoming heaven’s breath, 

One row spewed wretched, contemptible threats,

The other spread God-given peace and rest.

  

A Question ...

Who fears the other?

  

The row in orange, watching paradise open?

Or the row in black, with minds evil and broken?

  

Source: Newsletter, Bible Society of Egypt, 19th February, 
2015, Ramez Atallah, General Director.

Working with Jesus at St Cuthbert’s
Following on from the magazine article in March, Fay 
Wilson-Rudd was invited to address the congregation on 
Passion Sunday.

Using the Gospel reading set for the day (St John Ch. 13: 
20-32) Fay helped us think about own own commitment to 
follow the way of the disciples by asking "If we had been 
around, maybe following Jesus from a distance, what 
would have attracted us to ask to meet him?"

Reminding us of some of the experiences of the early 
disciples such as seeing Jesus turn water into wine at a 
wedding feast; seeing Him talk with a Samaritan woman at 
the well; or the way He healed the Roman Centurion's son 
or the man at the pool of Bethsaida Fay asked us to reflect 
on our reasons for following Him today.

Many had hoped that Jesus was going to ride triumphantly  
into Jerusalem and overthrow the Romans but Jesus knew 
it wouldn't be like that.   He spoke of the seed that only 
bears fruit when it dies and the need that whoever serves 
Him, must follow Him.

For Fay this was a reminder that although Christ died He 
lives forever in and through each one of us if we let Him.   
Fay recalled the ancient prayer of   St Teresa of Avila that 
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"Christ has no body, no hands or feet, no eyes or mouth, 
except for ours.

We are called to do Jesus's work today and in following 
Him we have to be prepared to meet the cost, not just in 
financial terms but in the way we use our time, skills and 
money.   Many good things are happening in St Cuthbert's 
BUT there is an urgent need for more helpers and for a 
renewed commitment to support the Church financially.   
Currently it costs about £8.50 per week per member to 
keep the Church open.

How passionate are you about the future of St Cuthbert's.   
Can you help us?   For further information please contact 
Alastair or Graham Barrow with offers of help or they can 
advise who to contact to make a regular financial 
commitment.

Thanks a lot

Alastair

Political systems
Q. What is the difference between Capitalism and Socialism?  

A. Capitalism is the exploitation of man by man. 
     Socialism is the exact opposite.

Lesson
A nervous Head boy was reading the New Testament 
Lesson in School Assembly for Pentecost:  “Here 
beginneth the first Actor of the Chaps.”

If all the world were paper …………………

Shortly after being elected PCC Secretary in 2009 I was 
presented with all my predecessor’s PCC records.  For two 
or three years these gathered dust piled up on the floor of 
the spare bedroom that I use as my office.  I had assumed 
that, somewhere, there must be many previous years of St 
Cuthbert’s records filed away, but did not give serious 
thought until I was asked to track down evidence of a 
decision made several years back and now needed to 
confirm a legal matter.  Not having the first idea of where to 
go to locate this,  Alastair pointed me in the direction of the 
Somerset Heritage Centre at Taunton, a resource that until 
then I knew absolutely nothing about.  This started me 
thinking that this could be the answer to my storage 
problem and Google came up with all the information that I 
needed. 

Jane de Gruchy at the Somerset Heritage Centre who took 
my call confirmed that St Cuthbert’s records were in fact 
held there (mostly now in micro-fiche form) and that they 
would be pleased to accept these more up to date files, 
leaving with me the records for the recent five years in 
case of need.  When I mentioned the years that the files 
covered, I was surprised to learn from her that no records 
had been deposited at the Centre for over forty years.  My 
endeavours to trace these files got me nowhere with 
unlikely suggestions at every turn, even their incineration 
by a previous Vicar’s wife!  Of course, I should have known 
that the obvious person to ask was Verger Sheila because, 
when I did, the missing records were produced from a top 
shelf in the Treasury; Sheila was only too pleased to let me 
take them away.

By prior appointment, the now boxed files of records from 
1967 to 2008 were loaded into the car boot and back seat 
and delivered to the impressively modern Somerset 
Heritage Centre at Norton Fitzwarren to add to those of the 
past centuries.  Whilst there, I asked if it would be possible 
to have a list of all the St Cuthbert’s records in safekeeping 
there.  When this arrived in my Inbox, I was staggered to 
see that the schedule ran to thirty-five pages, with parish 
records tracing the life of the parish from the reign of Henry  
VIII onwards, some even older.  The parish of St Cuthbert 
and its environs was obviously far more extensive than 
today as there are some quite intriguing records of property  
deals way outside of the present parish boundaries, e.g. 
deeds of property purchase at Wedmore in 1513, lease of a 
farm at Kilnsey, West Yorkshire granted by William the 
Abbot of Fountain’s Abbey in 1535, and the record of the 
closing of the churchyard as a burial ground in 1855.

 As you would expect, there are registers of baptisms, 
marriages and burials from 1649 onwards, together with a 
succession of churchwardens’ account books.  In 1732 a 
minute book from the management of the workhouse refers 
to the purchase of potatoes for sale at a reduced price.  
Other amusing items include “a list of signatories to support 
the Sabbath and abstinence from intemperance” and in 
1904 a record of the visit of Indians from Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West Show.

Anyone interested in a different day out can arrange a visit 
to the Heritage Centre to explore the history of St 
Cuthbert’s at a modest cost. As for me, I think I will draw a 
line here.  

Colin Guy
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Remember your elders
Elders come into blossom this month, and while these 
beautiful white flowers are fresh, don’t miss your opportunity 
to make elderflower presse – it is a simple yet delicious 
drink.

You will need:   6 – 8 large heads of elderflower;  4.5 litres of  
water, 600g sugar; two lemons, sliced, and two tbsp white 
wine vinegar.

The method is easy:  pick the flowers on a sunny day, when 
they are dry and fully open.  (Just keep an eye out for any 
bugs!)  Boil the water, and then dissolve the sugar in it.   
Leave it to cool, and then transfer it to a sterilised bowl.  Add 
the elderflowers and lemons, cover and leave for 48 hours.  
Then strain the liquid into screw-cap lemonade bottles, and 
leave it to stand for a week.  By then it should be nice and 
fizzy.  Serve it well chilled.  Enjoy!

  

A Quality Product?
   Things in shops do seem quite strange

To me (a long time born).
A hundred pounds, without much change
For jeans all ripped and torn?

By Nigel Beeton

Night-time
How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of 
the dark, to become a teenager who wants to stay out all 
night?

Abuse of stick – whatever happened to 
the carrot?

Did you know that your editor could be prosecuted for failing 
or forgetting to send a hard copy of St Cuthbert’s Parish 
News each month to the British Library?  Nor did I, until by 
chance I downloaded an article from the Diocesan website, 
along with the Archdeacon’s May message. This was the 
first I had heard of it. I have to assume it was not a late April 
Fool’s joke by the Diocese.

It is entitled Parish magazines and the British Library, 
and begins: 'As a magazine editor there is a  legal 
requirement to send a copy of every publication that is 
available to the public (which includes  church magazines) to 
the British Library. This is now mandatory, based on the 
Copyright Act of 2003.'  Think of the amount of storage 
needed for tens of thousands of parish mags, which must 
rival the European Parliament’s paper mountain in Brussels. 
Then there’s all the extra staff needed to open the envelopes 
each day, check the editors’ records for compliance and file 
the mags under ‘P’!  Have they never heard of the Internet? 
Still, if that’s what they want, and it is reducing 
unemployment...

It ends ominously: 'We should point out that editors who do 
not comply with these requirements could be open to 

prosecution.' My objection is to their inappropriate heavy-
handedness in this last statement. It’s such a trivial reason 
to threaten someone with criminalisation (using a legal 
sledgehammer to crack an editorial nut), whereas a polite 
request to editors should suffice without leaving a nasty 
taste. This is yet another example of the abuse of petty 
power which was all too common in earlier times.  Come on, 
British Library, this is not the 18th Century, when a sentence 
of Transportation* for poaching a rabbit was the lenient 
alternative to hanging. Intimidation is not the right way to do it!

Bob Haigh, miffed editor of St Cuthbert's Parish News

* Well, I always did want to see Australia, M’Lud.
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On why people 
should ALWAYS sit in 
the same pew

  

From The Rectory

St. James the Least

  

My dear Nephew Darren

I have to say that the couple who complained that you never 
noticed they had been missing from church for a month had 
a point. There is a simple way of noticing when someone is 
absent: everyone sits in the same pew. Every Sunday. 
Always.

Little Miss Margison sits in the pew after the third pillar on 
the right here at St. James the Least. As she walks up the 
aisle, you can sense her counting the pillars until she 
reaches the right one, which then allows her to sit in front of 
it. I have speculated that if I ever had that pillar removed, 
then the following Sunday, she would have a complete 
mental collapse.  

One Sunday a visiting family arrived early and sat down; 
three people in an empty church seating 200. Colonel 
Wainwright and his wife were the first of our regulars to 
arrive and froze in horror.  The Colonel said in a deafening 
whisper to his wife:  “There’s someone sitting in our pew.”

At least they had the grace – no matter how reluctant – for 
one week, to sit somewhere else. Unlike the Prentice family 
of husband, wife and three children, who arrived to discover 
that a visiting family of husband, wife and four children were 
sitting in their pew; six people in a pew that held eight.  Or, it  
normally holds eight. That Sunday, it held thirteen.

We at least have one iconoclast in Miss Pemberton, who 
makes a point of sitting in a different place every week. This 
thoroughly unsettles the rest of the congregation, who fear 
she may sit in their seats during her nomadic wanderings.  I 
sometimes wonder if she has a chart at home with all the 
pew spaces marked on it and she strikes one off each week 
as she returns home after Mattins.

Occasionally the unexpected can happen. Mrs 
Cholmondeley arrived one week in good time, settled 
herself in her accustomed place, but half-way through the 
Service suddenly ran out of the building. Ten minutes later, 
she was back and in her usual place once again. It was only  
when the church filled with the smell of burned bacon that 
we understood.

That is why replacing pews with chairs in your church was a 
mistake. Pews can never be moved.  You know where 
everybody is – or should be!

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

Pre-election Forum
Christians Together in the Wells Area have arranged a 
pre-election forum for the community. 

The event will be held at St Cuthbert’s Church in Wells on 
the 3rd May starting at 3.30pm. The following parliamentary  
candidates will be joining the ‘Question Time’ panel:

 Jon Cousins – Green Party

 James Heappey – Conservative

 Helen Hims - UKIP

 Chris Inchley – Labour

 Tessa Munt – Liberal Democrat

The event is open to everyone and tickets are not required.

“This is an extremely important election in our nation, but 
we will also be voting for the person who will be our local 
MP for the next five years. We have therefore arranged this 
event to enable voters to meet the candidates and hear 
from them directly on the issues that affect us” said Stephen 
Fowler, one of the organisers. “St Cuthbert’s is a large 
church and we are hoping it will be full with people from 
Wells and surrounding villages to enable the candidates to 
introduce themselves and to face questions of concern to 
us” he added.

Questions are invited and these may be sent in via email to:  
stephen@connect-centre.org.uk  in advance or dropped in 
to any of the local churches, the Cathedral, the Vineyard 
Centre or the Connect Centre in Wells – marking the 
envelope “Election Forum, Wells”. Questions will be 
selected by the organisers on the day and if the questioners 
are present they may have the opportunity of putting the 
question to the panel. Crucially the candidates will not see 
the questions in advance.

You can start the debate now, or post questions via 
Twitter @connectcentre 

“This will be a lively and interesting event and one not to be 
missed” said Stephen Fowler.

For more information call Stephen on 01749 677097

Life abundant
Two students from a theological training college decided to 
spend part of their holiday in the countryside doing 
outreach.  They stopped at an old house, and proceeded up 
the path through a gauntlet of screaming children and a 
washing line heavy with wet clothes.  When they got near 
the door, the woman of the house stopped scrubbing the 
steps, brushed her hair and perspiration from her brow, and 
asked them what they wanted.  “We’d like to tell you how 
you can live forever,” they answered.

The exhausted woman hesitated for a moment, and then 
replied, “Thank you, but I don’t think I could stand it!”
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PENTECOST
24th May

Do you know what happened on the first Pentecost? On that 
day  what really  amazed all the people was that everyone 
there heard the message of  the Good News in their own 
language. You can read about this in Acts, chapter 2.

How many  languages can you speak? We all speak English 
but most of  us know at  least a few words in more than one 
language. I bet you know some French, even if  it is only 
‘bonjour’ or ‘merci’, perhaps you know some Urdu, Spanish 
or Polish too.

There are so many  languages in the world we couldn’t hope 
to learn more than a few of  them – but Jesus knows our 
language… He can speak everyone else’s language too. 
His gospel can be translated into every  possible dialect  and 
tongue because, whatever words are used, that gospel is 
the same. It is for all people, everywhere. Jesus speaks to 
everyone in His own language. 

P - QUIZ
All the answers in this Bible quiz begin with the letter P - can 
you find them all?

1. Paul wrote to the people of this town.
2. The Roman Governor who washed his hands.
3. Where the last book in the Bible was written.
4. Short stories Jesus told.
5. Goliath was one.
6. What Amos and Hosea were.
7. To begin with he was called Saul.
8. The Egyptian ruler who argued with Moses. 

Where would you look for a lost vicar?
The Bureau of Missing Parsons.

What is wet, round, and tastes of peppermint?
Water Polo. 

What did the policeman say to the 
naughty frog?

  Hop it.

Married
How many women can one man marry?   A little boy who 
attended his first wedding worked that one out pretty 
quickly:  his answer was 16.  

It is easy, if you think about it.  Four better, four worse, four 
richer, four poorer.  Comes to 16.

ANSWERS: 1. Philippi  2. Pontius Pilate   3. Patmos  4. parables     
5.Philistine   6. prophets  7. Paul  8. Pharaoh

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK:10th-16th May 2015 
LET’S WALK THIS WORLD TOGETHER

Christian Aid’s aim is to help people around 
the world fight their way out of poverty.  

The focus this year is on families and, 
particularly, on the women who are at the core of families 
throughout the world, and often are the sole support for 
children and the elderly.

How we in Wells can support Christian Aid during 
the fundraising week 

  
• COFFEE MORNING  

On SATURDAY 9th MAY, 10.00 – 12.00 at the Methodist 
Church there will be a coffee morning with cake and other 
stalls. 
Have you got any bric-a-brac? Could you make a cake?

Could you come and enjoy the coffee?

• CHRISTIAN AID UNITED SERVICE 

A Christian Aid-themed evensong will be held at the 
Cathedral at 3.00pm on SUNDAY 10th MAY

• HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION

Collectors from all the churches in Wells will be delivering 
and collecting envelopes around the city.  

Could you collect from a few houses within our patch? 
We now have just a few stalwarts and there are areas we 
can no longer manage to cover.  Could you manage 20 
houses?

• STREET COLLECTION

Collectors will be out on the High Street on SATURDAY 
16th MAY.  St Cuthbert’s has three slots.

Could you spare an hour on that Saturday morning?

Please do contact me for any other information or to 
volunteer!

Antonia Gwynn Tel.  01749 675955
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Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

D̀eadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 
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