
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            	        	      

The empty 
tomb

Children are now sharing in Communion
by Revd Preb Alastair Wheeler

Since 2006 the church of England has officially 
been open to children and young people sharing 
in communion on the basis of their baptism.

The decision – like most in the Church of 
England – took years to make – and many 
churches (and parents) had long since by-
passed the rules and taken individual initiative!  I 
have known and encouraged young people 
being handed some of Mum’s bread at 
communion for decades. (Much easier of course 
when the church uses normal bread rather than 
having to split a wafer)

The theology is simple. Jesus left his disciples 
two things to be special signs of faith - 
sacraments. There is Baptism, which is the sign 
of faith starting out on the lifelong journey, and 
marks (should mark!) the faith of the person 
being baptised, or their parents if they are young. 
(At every baptism service the parents promise to 
be regular worshippers, and to pray with and 
share a real faith with their children … but 
whether they do or not – and how to help them 
rather than shout at them for not doing – is 
another whole debate nationally and locally!)

So baptism is the “way in” to be a disciple, a 
member of the world wide church, the body of 
Christ. In theological jargon – Christian Initiation is 
complete in baptism.

And secondly Jesus left us the bread and wine as 
food for the journey. Notoriously there are huge 
differences in how Christians, and denominations, 
understand all this – and the Church of England 
very carefully steers a middle ground, attempting 
to be as broad and inclusive as possible for a wide 
range of understanding of what it all means. 

However, when we baptise anyone, from 6 weeks 
to 106 years, we welcome them, there and then, 
into the church family. And the family meal is bread 
and wine – the body and blood of Christ, taken, 
prayed over, broken and shared amongst us in 
remembrance of him, in affirmation of his presence 
in us and amongst us. 

So, the General Synod agreed back in 2006, all 
baptised members of the church family are 
welcome to the family meal – all disciples need 
food to strengthen us for the journey, to feed on 
Jesus and remember what he means to us all.
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At the time, there was caution about reminding young 
people as they grew up to consider confirmation – but 
confirmation in the Church of England is fading fast. 

Bishops nationally and locally are now very much reduced 
in the number of confirmation services they are asked to 
take – and we in Bath and Wells are experimenting with 
having even fewer services, and gathering people together 
annually at the Cathedral. The next Confirmation service will 
be there in November.

If you are a parent who brings one or more young 
people to share in worship – especially since our All 
Age services are usually communion services – you 
might want to think through and talk over what this 
might mean for you. There are families now at St 
Cuthbert's who share in communion like this, and your 
own young people may not want to be left out! At 
Wookey Hole there is a discussion still to be had. 

If you are interested, do have a word with Alastair or 
with Suse Ison-Stierer. We are hoping to get people 
together, or to talk in family groups, about what this all 
means. There is no one correct or right answer – we 
want to support you in what will help your family’s faith.

Alastair

Parishioners have a choice 
of our churches!

For many  years anyone who has the right to a baptism, 
wedding or funeral in either St Cuthbert’s or St Mary 
Magdalene,  Wookey  Hole can choose which church they 
feel most appropriate for them for that service.

But,  understandably, not  everyone currently  knows this! I 
have had a couple of  conversations with people in the last 
month who have been surprised to hear this – but by  then 
made arrangements that could not be changed – or gone off 
to another church altogether.

Do bear it in mind – and do let people know.

Alastair

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group
  Our April meeting is on Tuesday 14th, a week earlier than 
our normal third Tuesday of the month, as that position is 
taken by the APCM.   We welcome Janet Parrott talking 
about the History of Spectacles.

  A reminder that if you haven’t received your programme for 
the year, please help yourself to one from the publicity area 
near the church office.   We think all our members have now 
been given a copy, but it’s possible someone may have 
escaped the system.   And as there is no annual 
membership, ladies who don’t normally come along, please 
feel free to dip into any meetings you may fancy; we’d love 
to see you.

  At the April meeting, we hope to have available details of 
our summer trip on 21st July.     We will be booking a 
smaller coach than usual, so if you’d like to come along, 
please ensure you make your reservation sooner than later.

  Bid

Take the Election prayerfully and seriously
Elections are in the air. No, don’t turn over the page! I’m not 
joining the pre-election morass of words and promises. 
Though I do support my fellow bishops in our Pastoral 
Letter that caused such a fuss in February. You can find it 
on the diocesan website if you haven’t seen it.  The basic 
message is: politics has become somewhat sterile and self-
interested – so turn out and vote to improve things.

But there are other elections also happening. . In your 
parish church, the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will 
occur during April. It’s an opportunity to choose 
churchwardens and church council members. And, maybe, 
even stand for election yourself. It’s too easy in church life 
to grumble about how ‘they’ do things: but perhaps the right 
thing is to offer to take part and help to do it better.

Then there are elections to Deanery Synods. The old joke is 
that a Deanery Synod is ‘a collection of people waiting to go 
home.’ I would like that to change to ‘a collection of people 
listening to God and each other’- as together we navigate 
the tricky waters of the future of our churches.

Actually, your Deanery Synod members are rather 
important. They have to elect a new Diocesan Synod this 
year – and I am very keen that our Synod helps grasp the 
many opportunities and challenges that the Church is 
currently facing.  And lastly, a new General Synod is to be 
elected this autumn. Any church member can be a 
candidate, but Deanery Synod reps are critical, because 
they actually choose who gets elected.

So, take the General Election prayerfully and seriously. But 
please also take our church elections seriously too. You 
might be one of the people God is calling to serve his 
church by taking on a role as PCC member, Deanery, 
Diocesan or General Synod representative. It could be you! 
That is something to think and pray about.

With warm best wishes

+Peter Bath and Wells

This year's walk will be in the Clevedon area - woodlands, 
levels and coast - of around six to seven miles.

An ideal circular walk with few stiles; there are hills both up 
and down but these just serve to provide variety and are not 

difficult. Walking is on good footpaths and tracks.

Further details and forms will be available from Bill or 
Bernadette in early April.

Five exercises you’d be better off 
avoiding this Spring….

Jumping on the bandwagon
Wading through paperwork
Running around in circles
Pushing your luck
Adding fuel to the fire
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Triduum

Dark approach to Easter
This Thursday
in the black pew
shadows chase shadows
round our feet while we wait and watch.
A candle, lonely like us, thickens the darkness, 
its haloes fixing our eyes,
daring us to pray.
  
A man reads a passage from a psalm.
David's words haunt us. We do not respond,
not from disinterest or inattention, but because
we know our silence is required. It is inevitable.
We are still and black as coal dust
on a windless day.
  
In three days a multitude will come
with bright breezy bonnets, ribbons in hair,
flowers in lapels, trumpets and tambourines,
singing anthems, singing wild praises.
That day will score for life and joy.
  
This day presages death.

The sheer joy of it
Dash to hear the tambourines,
the drums fast beat, the eastern crackle.
He has busted death's dark shackle.
Join the celebration scenes,
  
each party girl in her gold bonnet,
party boots and topaz-studded skirt,
each lad with blazoned broidered shirt,
each tambourine with ribbons on it,
  
organs pulling out all the stops.
And in the pubs and in the swanky shops
and up the tower and down the street
see high-five hands and dancing feet.
  
Let's find this guy who's shunned the grave
and left the spidered darkness of the cave.
Let's shout our joy, both priest and lay,
and wear our crowns this Easter Day.

Vera Gidden

Wookey Hole Ladies’ Club
Our first meeting of the year was held on 3rd February 
2015 and was very well attended.

The speaker on this occasion was Tracy Mead who told us 
of her hobby

keeping Alpacas, they originally come from Peru and 
produce very soft wool. Tracy started out with 3 Alpacas 
and now has 29. They have to be sheared annually and 
this is done in May or June. The wool is sent to a mill in 
Scotland for processing,

Wool from the body only is used, the wool doesn't contain 
lanolin and  is hypoallergenic.  Alpacas only have bottom 
teeth and the top gums are very hard. Males have fighting 
teeth which point forward and they can inflict a nasty bite.

A pregnancy lasts for 11½ months and the female usually 
has only one baby, sometimes twins.

Tracey is very passionate about her Alpacas . She brought 
with her some lovely handmade hats and gloves and wool 
which had been produced from the herd.

There was an opportunity to ask questions and then Sue 
proposed a vote of thanks.

*  *  *  *  *

Our speaker in March was Jackie Laws from the charity 
Send a Cow to Africa.

This started 26 years ago when the Bishop of Uganda 
appealed for milk for the deprived population of Uganda.  
West Country farmers sent cows in calf by air to Africa.

Over the years the project has evolved and they now work 
in seven African Countries. All the animals, goats or cows 
are now sourced in Africa, but it might be that the farmers 
or smallholders are given seeds, tools or maybe a 
wheelbarrow to enable them to grow produce, this depends 
on their needs. The aims are simple: it is to enable the 
people to earn money, become self sufficient, help to lift 
them out of poverty and raise their confidence.

They have help and training in the field given by fellow 
Africans, they are taught how to improve the soil by 
composting, how to harvest water and grow vegetables.

Training and support remains in place for 5 years; it is 
practical, gives emotional support and those who have 
been helped then pass on to other needy farmers whatever 
they were given in the first place to get started - seeds, 
tools or maybe a calf.

There were a lot of questions after Jackie's talk after which 
Edith proposed a vote of thanks.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th April at 2.30 p.m. 
in Wookey Hole Community Hall. The speaker will 
Councillor Ron Forrest on his work on the Council. We are 
always happy to welcome new members. For further 
information phone Margaret on  01749 - 675415

Lyn Astle

Coming events in Wookey Hole

Get those feet tapping...
Ceilidh in the Wookey Hole Club on Friday 8th May

by local band and caller Squeeze Fiddle Pluck.
Tickets £5—phone 01749 678468
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QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 25th April  at 7.30 p.m.
at Wookey Hole Community Hall,

in aid of Hall refurbishment
A light supper will be served – bring your own wine

Teams of four—£20
To book a table ring Mike or Lyn on 01749-671912

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM
Wednesday 8th April

The Imitation Game (12A) Drama
Based on the real life story of legendary cryptanalyst Alan 
Turing, the film portrays the nail-biting race against time by 
Turing ( Benedict Cumberbatch) and his brilliant team of 
code-breakers. Set in Britain's top-secret Government Code 
and Cypher School at Bletchley Park, during the darkest 
days of World War II. 

  
Come and join us at  Wookey Hole Community Hall at 

the bottom of School Hill
Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.   

Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3

More info and a trailer at  :  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com

Letter from Wookey Hole

This month has not been very eventful in Wookey Hole but 
we are all enjoying the signs of spring appearing in our 
gardens as we prepare for Easter.

The Bible Study Group is meeting weekly as it is Lent and 
continuing to look at the Gospel of Mark.

A second church grounds clearing day was partly foiled by 
appalling weather, but you can see the proposed plans on 
display at the back of the church.

The flower ladies held a coffee morning in the Community 
Hall and raised a splendid £120.

Margaret Baddeley and her helpers are continuing their 
most successful monthly lunches which are very enjoyable 

occasions with wonderful home-cooked food and plenty of 
chat. If you would like to come or if you need transport, ring 
Margaret on 677250.

We wish you all a very happy and joyful Easter.

Elizabeth Talbott

If you have any children or 
grandchildren in any of the Wells 
Primary schools you may have 
heard of Open the Book. The Book 
is the Bible and the Openers are 
an ecumenical group who go into 

school assemblies to present Bible stories, with the aid 
of the children. The parts of narrator and main characters 
are taken by adults and smaller parts, crowd scenes, 
soldiers, guards or animals are played by enthusiastic 
children, making suitable noises. Costumes and props are 
provided, cardboard spears being particularly popular.

In order to raise funds or the story books and suitable 
equipment needed, the Wells City Band is very kindly 
playing at a Tea Concert in the Seager Hall on Sunday, 19 
April from 2.30 – 4.30. As well as music and the tea, there 
will be a raffle.

Tickets are £5 and must be pre-booked. Phone either 01749 
675668 or 01749 679678. It will be a very enjoyable 
afternoon, so do come and support us.

  

Letter from Revd Elizabeth Sidwell
17 March 2015

Greetings all,      

This is a bit of a scattergram - so that the news gets out to 
as many people as possible.   Some of us have been 
waiting for a long time.....     

I am pleased to say that 10 days ago my DBS (ex CRB) 
certificate finally arrived (all in all took 12 weeks!).   The 
bishop's diary was of course quite full - but he decided to 
License me in his chapel (or somewhere) to let me work 
over Easter (and start getting paid).   Then he and the 
archdeacon will Install and Induct me on Monday April 13th 
at Pencombe church (the largest of the benefice), at 7.30 
pm.

Of course - technically you don't know the benefice - well it 
is Bredenbury with Grendon Bishop and Wacton, Collington, 
Edwyn Ralph, Thornbury, Little Cowarne, Pencombe with 
Marston Stannett and last but not least Ullingswick.   7 
parishes with 8 churches (the extra one in a field, used twice 
a year, but still "their" church for people on that side of the 
road) - only 1600 people in total.   It is about 4 miles west of 
Bromyard, Herefordshire - on the A44 - about 20 miles to 
Worcester in the East, and the same to Hereford a bit south.   
Very beautiful and the people are friendly, so far.

Anyone who can come would be very welcome - it is about 
2 hours 15 minutes from Wells - and I'm not sure how much 
room there would be in my house overnight because my 
sister and some of "al" will be coming up.   Doesn't sound 
very hospitable, does it?   But I'd love to see anyone who 
could come.
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David - please let the cuthbert's coots know that I am 
getting 4 sorts of tits, robins, gold-, chaff- and bull finches, 
blackbirds, dunnock, a pair of nuthatches, GS 
Woodpeckers, tree creeper (on tree not on feeder), plus 
rooks, wren, jay, wood pigeons and the wretched cock 
pheasants!   And buzzards flying over.   I'm loving it!

Hoping to see someone soon

Love, Elizabeth

PS 19 March:  I've not yet made proper plans, but I think 
that I'll make sure there are tea and cakes (or perhaps 
cucumber sandwiches) up at Bredenbury Rectory (on the 
A44 west of Bromyard) in case people arrive with a bit of 
time.   Not worked out details yet, but I'll let you know.

I'm starting to get parish stuff coming my way - and I'm 
building up a list of the people I've met in order to try and 
remember their names when I meet them again!  E.

Visit to our link Parish in Zambia
Since I was a child, I have always had the dream of 
returning to Africa. When I was nine we emigrated to 
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and stayed for four 
years. In a “now or never” decision I booked  a holiday, 
choosing a tour, called “Tracks of Africa”, which took in the 
Garden Route to Cape Town, a train journey from there to 
Pretoria, a flight up to Livingstone in Zambia and a stay in 
Botswana to view game.  The final two days were spent 
close to the Victoria Falls. 

I couldn’t be so close to our twin Parish of Livingstone 
West without making an effort to meet Father Chikoya and 
his family. So the wheels were set in motion via e mail and 
the final arrangements would be made when I was in 
Livingstone. I took our greetings with me and also a card 
and photos from St Thomas’s as they are twinned with St 
Augustine’s in Livingstone East.

On my final afternoon, Father Chikoya and his rather 
battered red 4x4, arrived at the hotel to collect me at about 
3.15pm.   He is a charming,  quietly spoken man –very 
kind and humorous. It did feel slightly strange driving off, I 
knew not where, with someone I didn’t know, but nothing 
ventured…….!! Because I had a letter to deliver to the 
Livingstone East Parish from St Thomas’s we went there 
first where I met Father Yobo and his family and a few 
members of his church. 

We had a chat, photo call, then it was back into the car. 
Father Chikoya wanted to show me some of the other 

churches in his area.  It was extremely hot driving out to 
the Airport community, reached along dirt roads just before 
the Airport itself. This seems to be some sort of satellite 
parish, with the small church of St Simon’s set in an area 
of smallholdings, mostly with brick houses. The roads were 
very rutted and bumpy, especially after the heavy rain.  I 
believe the next church was St Monica’s in the Ngwenya 
district on the northern outskirts. The choir were practising.

 Eventually we returned to the main road and I was glad to 
stop at a garage for some water. The temperature was in 
the high 30s.

We continued to David Livingstone College where the 
students were holding an interdenominational monthly 
concert/ service. The  Memorial Chapel was packed, with 
mine being the only white face. Quite sobering! Different 
choirs and musicians were performing with lots of 
movement and rhythm followed by a sermon given by 
Father Chris. He didn’t seem to feel the heat as he was 
wearing a tweed jacket!!

The concert ended at about 6.15pm with lots of hand 
shaking. From there we drove back into Livingstone to St 
Andrew’s Anglican Church with the Vicarage next door. 
The church is the oldest in town – colonial in style and built  
in the early 1900s, at that time for whites only. Inside you 
could be in England, with wooden pews, the font and the 
eagle lectern. Only the stained glass East window of the 
Victoria Falls is the giveaway!

The Vicarage is extremely ramshackle and the plumbing is 
poor in a building that has seen better days. However, the 
warm welcome made up for any practical issues and I 
realized that the tables were laid up for a large number, 
with me as guest of honour.

Father Chikoya has a lovely wife called Elenesi and 5 
children from about 6yrs up to early 20’s.  4 boys and a 
girl.

Prior to the meal there was chance to look at the Sunday 
School building at the back, admire the vegetable garden 
and to sit on the stoep for a short time.

 I was placed at the head of the table looking at about 20 
other guests, adults and children. The meal was delicious 
with the following dishes:-  Beef Stew, Chicken pieces, 
Roast potatoes, Aubergine slices, Rice and sauce, Pasta 
and peas and vegetables. Elenesi and her helpers must 
have spent hours preparing and cooking.  Soft drinks were 
on the table and for dessert we had chocolate cake and a 
glass of sparkling wine.

 Now each person stood up to introduce themselves to me 
and then it was my turn. It was such a privilege to be there, 
despite the heat. Father Chikoya presented me with a 
Wooden bowl, and before I was allowed to open it they 
sang to me. Such warm, colourful, friendly people. I left a 
few gifts and greetings from St Cuthbert’s and they are 
aware that a donation of about £400 will come via the 
Diocese. I was then driven back to the Zambezi Sun Hotel 
at 8.30pm.

It was an experience that I was very lucky to have and the 
memories will stay with me. I don’t think I realized how 
Africa creeps into your soul, and far from giving me closure 
and ticking the box I think I shall have to go back again!  

Jane Savery

(Photos on next page)
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Wookey Hole WI, March meeting 2015 
Speaking to Wookey Hole WI at our March meeting, former 
Belgian convent  schoolgirl Ann Mumford told us that she 
hadn’t known when her father hurried her off one end of a 
tram as the Germans got on the other, that had he been 
questioned and searched, he would have been arrested. 
He was involved with the underground resistance in 
occupied Belgium, and on that day was carrying plans that 
would have betrayed him and his comrades.

Ann was the daughter of a Belgian cavalry officer and a 
Canadian mother, and was quite used to looking blank and 
pleading ignorance when questioned about such things as 
‘speaking English’ and ‘listening to the wireless’.  She still 
doesn’t know why they had been allowed to live with 
comparatively little interference, but thinks it may have 
been because she had suffered a number of illnesses and 
that allowances had been made by the more 
compassionate of the occupiers. At one point even the 
Gestapo had moved out of their house, which had been 
requisitioned, in order to allow them to move back in. 

She has vivid memories of seeing a whole village flattened 
by the fighting, at a time when her parents were attempting 
to travel to the free part of France early in the war, an 
attempt that failed because of her illness. She also 
remembers the way the Jewish people she knew 
disappeared without trace. We were quite gripped by her 
reminiscences and those of us of a certain age were able 
to relate to the shortages of food at that time, though none 
of us had been reduced to a diet of frost blackened 
potatoes and a lucky glut of herring soused in vinegar, 
even as school dinners. 

Even before the war, Ann had lived a slightly unusual life, 
being raised at first by her grandparents while her parents 
travelled with the regiment. One of her early nannies 
dropped her on her head, she was later found to have 
suffered from a fractured skull, luckily it hasn’t affected the 
rest of her life. After the war she was sent to a convent 
school in England, an experience shared by Elizabeth, who 
thanked Ann on our behalf. 

Rose Docherty

Catering for other beliefs
They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now. 

You call up and it rings and rings but nobody answers. 

Two’s company…
For our honeymoon my fiancée and I chose a fashionable 
hotel known for its luxurious suites. When I called to make 
reservations, the desk clerk inquired, "Is this for a special 
occasion?" 
"Yes," I replied. "It's our honeymoon." 
"And how many adults will there be?" she asked.

Thought for the Day
The biggest lie I tell myself is "I don't need to write that 
down, I'll remember it."  
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Antonia Gwynn writes..
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10th-16th May 2015

✴  Sunday 10th May:  United Service at the Cathedral 3.00 
pm.  Christian Aid themed Evensong followed by a meeting 
for discussion in the Education Room.

✴  Saturday 16th May:  Street Collection

House-to-House Collection:  I will be putting out a list in the 
church and encouraging people to take on a small area to 
collect.  Although the amount raised was down last year, this 
is still a worthwhile method of fundraising – we raise around 
£1000 each time.  We do need more collectors, though, as 
we lose some each year.  In 2015 we will concentrate on the 
more ‘profitable’ areas and we may also be allocated some 
of the new housing.

One other bit of local news is that the Cathedral are leading 
on a Christian Aid  project with Burkina Faso.  If £5000 can 
be raised by 2017, the EU will match-fund this with £25,000.  
This £30,000 will be used to support projects in Burkina 
Faso.  

I am looking forward to being your representative and 
helping St Cuthbert’s church play its part in the valuable 
work of Christian Aid.

Antonia

Some facts about Christian Aid

1. Christian Aid works in some of the world's poorest 
communities in around 50 countries at any one time. 
We act where there is great need, regardless of 
religion, helping people to live a full life, free from 
poverty. We provide urgent, practical and effective 
assistance in tackling the root causes of poverty as 
well as its effects.

2. Christian Aid’s core belief is that the world can and 
must be changed so that poverty is ended: this is 
what we stand for. Everything we do is about ending 
poverty and injustice: swiftly, effectively, sustainably. 
Our strategy document Partnership for Change;   
www.christianaid.org.uk/images/partnership-for-
change-summary.pdf   explains how we set about this 
task. 

On why you 
should never 
encourage your 
congregation
The Rectory

St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

There are times when I indulge you too much; why I ever let 
you run your course “Taking Responsibility for your Church” 
among our congregation, I am now unable to understand. I 
had hopes that it might encourage a few more people to 

volunteer for the flower rota, or to give occasional help 
mowing the churchyard. I even had a vague fantasy that 
someone might turn detective, and discover who was eating 
the chocolate biscuits between Sundays, condemning the 
rest of us to munch on Rich Tea after Services.

  Unfortunately, your course turned out to be inspirational, 
and has fired up our members to take on all sorts of new 
initiatives. Enthusiasm in a congregation can be a very 
dangerous thing, especially if people start making decisions 
on their own. 

Those who formed a welcoming group are admittedly well-
meaning – although it was more than a little traumatic for 
those coming through the door the next Sunday to be 
greeted with frenzied hand-shakes, big toothy smiles, and 
even hymnbooks.  That is unheard of in this church – we 
always ignore people and leave them to find hymnbooks – if 
they can.

Naturally, all those offering to take the prayers, produce new 
orders of Service and even to give the occasional sermon 
have been booked on the appropriate training courses. By 
the time they have been completed, I can only hope they will 
have gone off the idea.

But it was the group which decided to “beautify” the church 
who have proved the most tiresome. Hanging the Christmas 
tree lights round the altar made it look as if I was standing 
behind a fairground stall, waiting to invite people to throw 
hoops round teddy bears – although I would have rather 
enjoyed making winners sit for the rest of the Service 
holding a polythene bag containing a goldfish.

Our pulpit has also been given a makeover, with the various 
panels painted in contrasting colours; I am sure the 
sixteenth century Flemish woodcarvers would be delighted 
with the result, although the next time any medieval 
historians come to view it, I shall take the day off – probably 
travelling abroad.

  My dear Darren, your course took the stopper out of the 
bottle; would you please run another to put it back?

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

JESUS IS ALIVE!
Early  on the first Easter morning Mary  Magdalene and some 
other women went to the tomb where Jesus had been 
buried. When they  reached the tomb it was open, the big 
stone that had sealed the entrance was rolled away  - and it 
was empty!  They thought that someone had stolen Jesus’ 
body  but  an angel told Mary  what had really  happened, that 
Jesus was alive! 

The disciples were all together when Mary  arrived back with 
her news and told them what had happened, but they 
wouldn’t  believe her. They  were confused and afraid. 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 A
p

ri
l 2

01
5

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/partnership-for-change-summary.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/partnership-for-change-summary.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/partnership-for-change-summary.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/partnership-for-change-summary.pdf


Sometimes we say  ‘I can’t believe it’ if  someone tells  us 
really  good news. We say  ‘I’ll believe it when I see it with my 
own eyes’ and that is what the disciples said.  And when 
they  saw the risen Jesus they  believed. Read about  what 
happened that first Easter Day  in the four Gospels. And 
what  is the next thing that you do when you hear good 
news? You want to share it with someone else. 

Share the Good News with someone this Easter!

SPREAD THE NEWS

One way  you can pass the good news on is  to send Easter 
cards. You could make some of  these easy  Easter egg 
cards (the egg is a symbol of  new life so that’s why  we have 
eggs at Easter). You will need
• a strip of thin card about 10cm by 30cm
• another piece of  coloured card for the egg about 9cm by  

12cm
• felt tip pens
• a ruler, scissors and a glue stick.

Fold the long strip of  card in half  and 
then each half  back on itself  to make 
a W shape.

Draw an egg shape on the coloured 
card and cut round it.  Cut the egg in 
half  with a jagged edge and stick it 
onto the folded card as shown. Decorate it and write your 
message inside - you could even draw a fluffy  yellow chick 
inside the egg. 

What is smooth, oval and very rich?

An eggstravaganza.

With Annual General Meetings at church 
in mind…

It was not an accident that seventeen of the thirty-six 
parables of our Lord had to do with property and 
stewardship. -  William James Dawson

Stewardship is what a man does after he says, ‘I believe’.  - 
WH Greaves

All God’s giants have been weak men who did great things 
for God because they reckoned on his being with them.  - J 
Hudson Taylor

I believe in loyalty to the local church. I don’t believe in that 
view of the invisible church that makes you invisible at 
church!  - Vance Havner

Don’t stay away from church because there are so many 
hypocrites.  There’s always room for one more.  - A R 
Adams

Once the AGM is over, and the Church 
Council meets…

Nothing is more stimulating than friends who speak the truth 
in love.  - Os Guinness.

The church should be a community of encouragement.  - 
Fred Catherwood.

Prayer meetings are the throbbing machinery of the church.  
- C H Spurgeon

I know that the church has its stupidities and inanities and 
irrelevances; but I love my mother, in spite of her 
weaknesses and wrinkles. -  E Stanley Jones

From the Registers 2015
BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Benjamin David Rowe & Kate Louise Reilly

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES
March 12th  Shirley Elizabeth Pike and Keith Pike

  13th John Deacon

  16th Francis Albert Edward (Fran) Ridewood

  17th Andrew George Symes

  17th Sylvia Ruth Primrose Frean

  18th Jean Lloyd

  27th Ada Rose Spriggs 

   6th Michael (Mike) Cornish—Wookey Hole 
 

      Sheila Jenkins
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Prayer of Easter Hope
Dear Father,

When we have lost someone we love, the world seems very  
dark. Sometimes we might feel that our world has ended, 
and it’s hard to turn round and glimpse any light ahead.

But you, Lord, know all about that, and you care. 

You sent Jesus to overcome death and lead us into the light 
of his forgiveness and freedom - to new and eternal life.

Help us Lord, like Mary, to turn away from the darkness 
death wants to scare us with, and to reach out to you. 

Help us to take courage, strength and confidence from the 
reality of Jesus’ resurrection. 

He is alive and we are his. There is nothing to fear. All shall 
be well.

Hallelujah.

Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

`Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 
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