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A duo of 
Saints for 

March

Active or passive?
by Alistair Glanvile

In the book of the Revelation St John writes to 
the Seven Churches in the province of Asia and 
commends and criticises them. Ephesus is 
commended for its fortitude, Pergamum for 
staying true to the Faith against adversity and St 
John points out the various failings of the other 
churches. But the church in Laodicea is 
particularly condemned because he says they 
are neither hot nor cold. He calls them tepid and 
lukewarm and says how he wishes they were 
either hot or cold. He calls them complacent and 
self-satisfied. They think that they are rich but in 
God’s eyes they are in fact poor. 

It takes a lot to get people interested in things. 
So many are happy just to watch the action but 
to nothing. Apathy is one of the biggest evils.

During this month we continue our journey 
through Lent to Easter. We have the break for 
Mothering Sunday and progress through Passion 
Sunday, Palm Sunday and Good Friday and 
arrive at the triumph of Easter. In some ways it is  

like the weather is described in March: “In like a 
lamb and out like a lion”.

On Mothering Sunday we think of our own mothers 
and the example of Our Lord’s mother Mary. We 
think of Mary’s quiet acceptance of God’s will and 
the pain she must have gone through as she 
watched Jesus fulfil His destiny. We follow His 
journey to Jerusalem and the pain and agony of 
the cross to the bursting open of the tomb and the 
breaking down of the barriers between God and 
man.

How are we going to mark this time? Are we going 
to just let it pass us by or just join in the easy bits? 
Are we going to be passive bystanders or active 
participants? God forbid that we should ever be 
accused of apathy. Of being neither hot nor cold. 
You and I must make this journey together. 
Following in Christ’s footsteps to the foot of the 
cross and sharing in His passion. Only then can 
we truly and joyfully celebrate his victory at Easter.

Alistair
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  St Cuthbert’s Ladies Group
Our March meeting is on Tuesday 17th, when we welcome 
Fay Wilson-Rudd as our speaker.   Fay will be well-known 
to many of our members already, and they should enjoy her 
talk about “Being a woman in the Church of England”.  As a 
member of General Synod, no doubt Fay will have her own 
views and experience of the processes of the women 
bishop saga! 7.30 at the St Lawrence Centre. All ladies 
welcome.

Should you not have yet received your programme for the 
year, starting with the March meeting, please have a word 
with either myself or Sarah Sheldon, or help yourself to one 
from outside the office.   We’d love you to join us for all or 
any of the evenings.

We will be making posies for Mothering Sunday from 
10.00am in church on Saturday 14th March, and would 
welcome donations of greenery. Obviously, it is helpful if 
such donations can arrive for 10 so that we know what 
foliage is available to use.  Volunteers most welcome, and 
please bring your own secateurs if possible.

At the AGM in January, it was decided that rather than raise 
funds for a specific charity of the year, we would like to 
provide a cloth / cloths for the new multi-purpose table to be 
commissioned for the Trinity Chapel.  Once the design of 
this table is agreed, discussions can begin on what type of 
cloths are most suitable.   We have already put aside £50 
surplus income from last year towards this project, and look 
forward to discussions to ensure that a high-quality product 
is able to be provided for this new facility, which has meant 
so much   to members through the years.   A further £50 
surplus income was given to Jane Savery to take to our link 
parish in Zambia.

The committee for this year is Secretary, Sarah Sheldon, 
Treasurer, Mary Weare, myself as Chairperson, along with 
Elaine Lewis, Margaret Lodge, Pam Pearce and Maureen 
Simon.

Bid

Mother’s reward
A man was decorating his new den and decided it was a 
good place to display all the awards he and his two sons 
had won at various athletic competitions.  When he had 
filled two whole walls, he remarked to his wife that it was a 
shame she had no awards to contribute.

The following day, she produced, neatly framed, the birth 
certificates of their two sons, and added them to the display.

  
Responding to Challenge

Some months ago Alistair Glanvile asked the PCC how they  
saw the future of St Cuthbert's. I don't recall his exact words 
but his comments were along the lines of "would St 
Cuthbert's remain a focus for worship, witness and welcome 
to the community it serves or would it become little more 
than a museum". Those words have haunted me ever since 
and, in a way, are what motivated me to work with the PCC 
to seek to provide some answers. 

Alongside Alistair's challenge is the challenge from the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York about how the Church 
of England as a whole might respond to the gospel 
imperative to 'go in to all the world and proclaim the gospel'.  
I am sure we will be hearing more about the Archbishops' 
initiative from our own Bishops in due course.  

The gospel is the Good News of Jesus Christ and those of 
us who have been baptised and seek to follow Christ are 

called, not only to live lives that reflect His example of 
reaching out to people, we are also called to offer our time, 
skills and money to help the Church, the Body of Christ, 
grow.

Some exciting things have happened in recent months: 
Suse has joined us to develop the links with the schools and 
work with families; the All Age Services are growing in 
popularity and those moving in to the two new housing 
developments have received Welcome Leaflets, but more 
needs to be done.

Now that the Trinity Chapel has been completed St 
Cuthbert's is incredibly lucky to have so many good 
facilities, but more helpers are required to make full use of 
them along with the necessary finance to meet the regular 
expenditure.

During Lent you will have the opportunity to learn more and 
to reflect on how you might contribute to the future life of St 
Cuthbert's. You will be invited to make a response in time 
for Easter Sunday when all gifts offered will be dedicated to 
the Risen Christ.

With my love and prayers,

Fay (Wilson-Rudd)

  
25 March :  Lady Day -  the Annunciation 
  This beautiful event (Luke 1.26-38) took place in Nazareth, 
when Mary is already betrothed to Joseph. The Archangel 
Gabriel comes to Mary, greets her as highly favoured, tells 
her not to be afraid, that she will bear a son Jesus, and that 
her elderly cousin Elizabeth is already pregnant (with John 
the Baptist).
The church calendar is never quite as neat as some would 
like it.  To celebrate the Annunciation on 25 March does 
indeed place the conception of Jesus exactly nine months 
from his birth on 25 December, but the latter part of March 
almost inevitably falls during Lent.  But the birth and death 
of Jesus are intrinsically linked - he was born to die, and 
thus fulfil God’s purposes.  

The Annunciation is a significant date in the Christian 
calendar - it is one of the most frequent depicted in 
Christian art.  Gabriel’s gracious strength and Mary’s 
humble dignity have inspired many artists.  Certainly Mary’s 
response to the angel has for centuries been an example of 
good faith in practice - humility, enquiry of God, and trusting 
acceptance in his will for her life.

 You know 
 You know, Lord, you know
 That small child clinging to life
 Parents like drooping reeds
 Above the bed.
  
 You know, Lord, you know
 The wastelands of war
 Dark deeds done under the sun
 By lost boys with a gun.
  
 You know, Lord, you know
 After the heart-ache and the blame
 Our need to know your blessed name
 To turn the tide on what we do with pain.

Contributed by Maureen Forrest
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Christians must play a full part in society
I’m writing this letter on the day that the church celebrates 
Candlemas – the day that Jesus is presented by his 
parents at the temple in Jerusalem. Along with their new 
born son, Mary and Joseph brought a sacrifice of two 
pigeons, the offering permitted in the Law of Moses for 
those too poor to afford a lamb. Despite their lack of 
wealth, however, these peasants from Galilee carried in 
their arms the child that we have come to believe as the 
Saviour of the world.
From the very beginning the Christian faith has had a deep 
empathy with those who are both born into poverty as well 
as those who have been thrown into poverty for whatever 
reason. The creation of a community where all are valued 
and especially those who are marginalised or excluded 
through poverty or dis-ease is a key part of Jesus’ vision for 
the Kingdom of God as we know from our reading of the 
gospels.
And yet, according to Cole Morton writing in the 
Independent on Sunday at the beginning of February, ‘the 
richest people living in this country now take a greater 
share of the total wealth than they did at the beginning of 
the century. The poverty gap is wide and getting wider.’ 
In a few weeks time we will be voting in a General Election. 
There are some strong voices that argue that politics and 
religion should be kept separate. However, the Bishop of 
Derby, Alastair Redfern, argues convincingly in his book 
‘The Word on the Street’ that all public debate is theological 
debate. ‘Public debate is God’s children trying to decide 
who we are, where we are going and how best to proceed.’ 
A key part of our discipleship is God’s invitation to each of 
us to engage with that public debate* so that we can play 
our full part in the well being of society for the sake of the 
Kingdom.
+Peter Taunton

* EngaGE15 are running a series of events to equip 
Christians for the General Election. Questions such as why 
does the General Election matter? what are the key 
questions? and how can I get involved? will be explored.
Local events are: Taunton Wed.11th March and Burnham-
on-Sea Tues.10th March, both at 7.30pm. More details on  
www.engage15.org.uk    Ed.
  

The 50th Einstein Quiz
The Globe Inn,  our usual venue, had a problem: 6 
February, the date of  the 50th EQ,  was the start of  the Six 
Nations rugby  tournament, and landlord Simon figured he 
was going to get several gallons more trade from scores of 
rugby  nuts watching England v  Wales on his wide screen 
than from dozens of  quiz nuts  trying to remember the date 
of the Magna Carta. We couldn't blame him.

But there were benefits at our hastily  arranged alternative 
venue,  St Thomas Church hall:  parking was easy, the hall 
was spacious,  and we had a kitchen to make tea. So, 
swings and roundabouts, you could say.

For us it was a rather special evening. It was the last EQ 
we were to run. It turned out to be a cracker of  a night, and 
there was a real party  atmosphere.  With or without a prize, 
everyone we have spoken to has said how much they 
enjoyed it.  It is, however, worth repeating what we said in 
response to the kind presents we received from the teams 
– that the success of  the Einstein Quiz  has always proved 
to rely  more than you might think on the camaraderie of  the 
good friends who have supported it  so loyally  over more 

than eight years. So we think we were all entitled to clap 
one another.  And more than that – since it  started, the 
event has raised about £5,500 for Church funds.

Now it's a new era, and we are sure that  it's going to be a 
successful one.  Graham Barrow is  taking over as 
questionmaster as from the next quiz.  He is already 
compiling hundreds of  questions for you,  so now is the time 
to book a table for your team – with Michael Bailey  as 
usual,  tel. 677201. The date is Friday 27 March (a change 
from the usual schedule, so do take note), and it will be 
held at The Globe. As we repeat our thanks to Michael for 
his stalwart support right from the start in 2006, and to all 
the teams that have taken part,  we confidently  put the 
Einstein Quiz in the hands of the 'new management'.

Bernadette and David Green  

Thanks from the punters for 50 great EQs     

  

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM
Wednesday 11th March

Effie Gray (12A) 
Romantic Drama

Based on the real-life 
scandal that shocked 
Victorian-era England, 
A look at the mysterious 
relationship between 
Victorian art critic John 
Ruskin and his teenage 
bride Effie Gray.  Star 
studded cast includes 
E m m a T h o m p s o n , 
Robbie Coltrane, Julie 
W a l t e r s , R o b b i e 
Coltrane, Derek Jacobi, 
James Fox.

Come and join us at  
Wookey Hole Community Hall at the bottom of School 

Hill

Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.   
Tickets on the door £6, under 16’s £3

More info and a trailer at  :  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
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The Reprobate
I know where linnets make their nests,
 And broomy heaths where rabbits burrow;
I know, before a blade is seen,
 Where corn will greenly fledge the furrow.
  
I know old moles with bodies shiny
 As any grocer’s Sunday hat
And pools where ancient pikes swim gravely
 That may have swum round Ararat.
  
There’s not a man in all the county
 That hears a cuckoo call so soon
Or sees, before I do, a swallow,
 Or lives so lazily in June.
  
I can make Oxford chairs from osiers
 That grow along the swampy flats;
Perhaps ‘twas parson’s life in Oxford
 That made his eyes as blind as bats.
  
Parson says I’m an idle rascal,
 Ripe for the place where bad ‘uns go;
But to us bad ‘uns sometimes happen
 Things that parsons never know. 
  
Once, when the sky was blood and water,
 A thrush between two showers called clear;
I felt in me sharp as passion
 The vinegar, the nail, the spear. 

Howard Spring

Wookey Hole cleans up its act

David Scarth writes:

The last Sunday of the month is usually quiet in St Mary 
Magdalene Wookey Hole, there is only an 8 a.m. prayer 
book communion service after all.   However on January 
25th there was the sound of bow saws sawing, and loppers 
lopping, as a large group of Wookey Hole residents attacked 
the undergrowth on the steep banks behind the Church, 
clearing away several years accumulation of low height 
scrub, invasive laurel bushes and undergrowth which had 
gradually grown up since it was last cleared 15 years ago.

  A total of 45 adults and 10 children joined in to help and the 
resulting cleared, open glades were wonderful to see.   The 
hardy souls who stayed the course had a spicy soup lunch 
break at 1 p.m.   The hope is that the grounds will now 
receive more regular care and become an attractive garden 
for the whole village and its many visitors to enjoy.
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Lay Pastoral Assistants
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved.

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906

Patsy Barrow



Lent Focus on Faith  
During Lent this year at St Cuthbert’s the services on 

Sundays will be exploring what faith in the 21st Century 
means for us as a church family.

The weeks running up to Easter are a good time of year to 
try and make time to pause and reflect on “where we have 
got to” spiritually, and to remind ourselves of God’s love 
made real in Jesus, living in our lives.

And as we near Easter we will be encouraged to make 
Easter itself a time to reaffirm our faith in God, and our 
response in what we offer to God in practical as well as 
spiritual ways.

Like just about every church in Somerset, our church 
community is growing older, and what we can offer to 
support the ministry and mission of the church is changing 
– especially in a recession! Can we make this a time to 
reflect on how we can open ourselves in new ways to 
God’s love and the challenges facing our church.

And as we make the journey here is the prayer we are 
asking everyone to use and make their own if they can:

Lent 2015 Discipleship Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, as we walk with you towards the Cross,
renew our assurance of your love for us and for all people.
O Lord, transform our faith as your disciples this Lent;
strengthen us to carry on your work today,
giving ourselves, who we are, and what we do,
to strengthen your church, grow the kingdom,
and bring your transforming love to our needy world.
We ask this in your name and to your glory.
Amen

*  *  *  *  *

Some people think reconciliation is a soft option, that it 
means papering over the cracks.  But the biblical meaning 
means looking facts in the face, and it can be very costly; it 
cost God the death of his own son.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

  
Women's World Day of Prayer

The` WWD of Prayer` event is hosted this year by Wookey  
Benefice at Wookey Church (not Wookey Hole!). Friday 
March 6th at 10.30 followed by coffee & cakes. Men as 
well as women will be given a warm welcome.

Imagine the warmth, bright colour & flowers of these 
islands! This year the service has been written by women 
from the Bahamas and so we hope to create a Bahamian 
atmosphere.  Members from all the local churches in and 
around Wells are taking part in reading the script which 
teaches us much about life in some of the Bahamian 
islands & reminding us of Christian loving service to our 
neighbours.

Bahamian pictures will be on the screen with a background 
of Bahamian music. Donations towards the work of 
WWDP will be invited.

We look forward to meeting with you on FRI March 6th 
10.30 at St Matthew's Church, Wookey. 

  Have a birthday coming?  
Help us help the children…

  Do you have a birthday or anniversary coming up?  
Instead of accepting presents, why not consider asking for 
donations to be sent to The Children’s Society?  
  
That is what Gill and David Robertson, of Newark, did for 
their 40th wedding anniversary.  At their celebration lunch 
with 65 family and friends, “we simply explained why we 
wished to support The Children’s Society, and had some 
booklets available setting out aspects of its work. We put 
on the invitations, ‘No presents, thank you, but donations, 
if desired, to The Children’s Society’.
  
'We feel very committed because of the important work the 
charity does with very vulnerable children and young 
people, particularly those who have run away from home. 
In total we were able to raise £605, which we know will go 
a long way in helping those children who need it most.'  
  
“It is a lovely and very simple way to help transform the 
lives of disadvantaged young people across the country,” 
explains a spokesman from The Childrens’ Society.   
More details at:   www.childrenssociety.org.uk/celebrate
  

Hard to find
Curate’s wife: I’d like to open a joint account.

Bank staff:  With your husband?

Curate’s wife:  Heavens, no.  With someone who has 
some money!

Letter from Wookey Hole
Any tourist passing the churchyard on January 25th would 
have seen a hive of activity. More than fifty villagers of all 
ages, under the expert direction of David Scarth, were 
engaged in chopping out dead wood, tearing down ivy and 
snipping ferocious brambles to clear the very overgrown 
site to create eventually a community garden. Already the 
locals and visitors do use the area and its limited seating 
for rest and relaxation but we hope to develop this 
potential and to provide a more accessible path.

Luckily Clearance day was one of good weather and we 
all enjoyed hard work, fellowship and fun with warm 
refreshments to keep us going and a crèche to keep the 
little ones safe and occupied. The results were quite 
dramatic.

In January also we had the first occasion of trying out a 
4pm service on the Second Sundays in the winter months 
instead of Evensong. The Songs of Praise, which was lay 
led, was well attended and the congregation enjoyed 
singing favourite hymns which they had requested.

The Great Candle Mystery seems finally to have been 
solved. For some considerable time the southside altar 
candle had burned down during services at a much faster 
rate than the northside one, with unsightly gutterings. No 
obvious cause could be found but eventually David 
acquired candles of a slightly smaller diameter which has 
resulted in equal burning down. Apparently, according to 
David, physics explains this, but I remain mystified.

Elizabeth Talbott
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Expensive boat
A vicar was planning an Easter pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, and was aghast when he found it would cost him £50 
an hour to rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  He protested 
to the travel agent that the cost was ridiculous.  “That might 
be true,” replied the travel agent, “but you have to take into 
account that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our Lord 
himself walked.”
  
“Well, at £50 an hour for a boat, I am not surprised!”
  

A million sold and voted the UKs 
favourite Fairtrade Egg!

Introduced in 2010, The Real Easter Egg was initially 
turned down by supermarkets as they were unsure that a 
‘faith egg’ would sell. How wrong they were. Last year, in a 
national poll, the Real Easter Egg was voted the UK’s 
favourite Fairtrade egg and now more than a million Real 
Easter Eggs have been sold! 

The Real Easter Egg is still the only Fairtrade egg with a 
copy of the Easter story in each box. There is also a 
charitable donation for every 150g egg sold. More than 
£140,000 has been donated from sales. It also supports 
farmers and producers in the developing world by using 
Fairtrade chocolate. 

David Marshall, who heads up the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company, said; “The Real Easter Egg campaign aims to 
establish giving a Real Easter Egg as a tradition. We can 
be found in Tesco, Waitrose and Morrison’s. However, we 
make very little from supermarket sales, so we do rely on 
direct sales from churches and schools. Last year we sent 
more than 400,000 eggs through the post. This is a very 
positive example of putting our faith into practice so I hope 
churches will support this year’s Real Easter Egg campaign 

by visiting www.realeasteregg.co.uk and ordering.

In St Cuthbert’s the Chill Group will  have a Traidcraft stall 
on Mothering Sunday, 15th March after the All Age Service. 
They will have Real Easter Eggs available, as well as a 
wide selection of high quality fairly traded goods.

  

Mothers and teenagers
  
A woman was confiding in her neighbour just how hard it 
was for her to get her teenagers out of bed in the morning.  
The neighbour replied that she never had any trouble at all 
with her son.  “I just open the door and throw the cat on the 
bed,” she explained.  The woman was puzzled, and asked 
how that might help.  “Easy.  My son sleeps with the dog.”
  

Wookey Hole WI 
President  Sue Harding welcomed us to a busy  February 
meeting. We were glad to get out  of  the cold and plan 
events for this month, a Scrabble lunch and friendly 
competition, courtesy  of  Elizabeth, and a coffee morning 
organised by  Anne. The National WI’s 100th anniversary 
baton will be carried through Somerset in early  March, with 
opportunities for us to cheer it on its way. Also in March 
Wookey  Hole will celebrate its 67th anniversary  with a 
members’ lunch. Further ahead,  there are garden parties 
planned for August.  Lesley  H. presented the financial 
statement,  we are well in credit as most  members paid 
their annual subscription last  month. As Pauline F was 
away, Margaret L deputised in the organising of  the raffle, 
prizes were won by  Jan and Lorna. Tea and cake was 
provided by Jean and Jan.

With Valentine’s Day  and Easter coming closer, Jill Deane 
had brought a comprehensive selection of  makings for us 
all to try  our hand at  decorating greeting cards, stickers, 
ribbons,  buttons, sequins, lace, cut out motifs,  scissors, 
glue, envelopes, everything but the postage stamps. Jill’s 
own display  of  designs gave us a good idea of  what can be 
achieved, and she was very  encouraging and helpful when 
we got stuck. Red hearts and yellow chicks were popular 
items,  as were flowers for ladies’ birthday  cards, but 
Christmas was neglected as it was too far in the future. We 
all thought that men were a little more difficult to suit, 
needing a decision on exactly  the right sport or hobby.  Our 
efforts were intended to be competition entries, but as the 
results were so varied in design, Jill threw up her hands 
and declared honours even.

The Flower of  the month competition was won by  Sue H 
with a sprig of  Garria catkins, with Jill second and Myrtle 
third.

Rose Docherty

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 M
ar

ch
 2

01
5

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk
http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk


  Antonia Gwynn writes..
  

I am now the Christian Aid representative for St Cuthbert’s.  
As yet I am not entirely sure what this means, and I’m sure 
that some of you have a much better idea of what I should 
be doing!  Please feel free to tell me!

LENT LUNCHES
These are taking place in the Seager Hall on 
Mondays from 23rd February until 23rd March.   St 
Cuthbert’s is responsible for providing soup for 
Monday 23rd March.  I have already spoken to 
several people about this and there is a sign-up 
form in the church.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10th - 16th May 2015
  Sunday 10th May:  United Service at the Cathedral 3.00 
pm.  Christian Aid themed Evensong followed by a meeting 
for discussion in the Education Room.
  Street Collection: Saturday 16th May
House-to-House Collection:  I will be putting out a list in the 
church and encouraging people to take on a small area to 
collect.  Although the amount raised was down last year, this 
is still a worthwhile method of fundraising – we raise around 
£1000 each time.  We do need more collectors, though, as 
we lose some each year.  In 2015 we will concentrate on the 
more ‘profitable’ areas and we may also be allocated some 
of the new housing.

One other bit of local news is that the Cathedral are leading 
on a Christian Aid  project with Burkina Faso.  If £5000 can 
be raised by 2017, the EU will match-fund this with £25,000.  
This £30,000 will be used to support projects in Burkina 
Faso.  

I am looking forward to being your representative and 
helping St Cuthbert’s church play its part in the valuable 
work of Christian Aid.

Antonia

Moses and climate change
When Moses went up the mountain one day to meet with 
God, the Lord said he had both good news and bad news for 
him. Moses asked, "What's the good news?"
God replies, "Moses, I shall visit plagues upon the 
Egyptians. I shall cause their rivers to run red with blood. I 
shall cause frogs to infest their houses, and lice to infest 
their bodies. I shall cause flies to swarm upon them. Their 
cattle shall die; boils will infect both man and beast. I shall 
cause hail to destroy their crops; and locusts shall devour 
anything green that is left in their land. Darkness will cover 
their land for three days and nights. I shall then lead you 
through the wilderness as a pillar of cloud by day, and pillar 
of fire by night. I shall split the waters of the sea. I shall feed 
you with Manna that forms upon the ground until the children 
of Israel reach the Land flowing with milk and honey."
Moses replied, "That's GREAT, Lord! What could possibly be 
the bad news?"

"You, Moses, shall write the Environmental Impact 
Statement."

Notes from the PCC meeting on 13th January
Trinity Chapel:  Graham reported - Delivery of the LED 
pendant light fitting was awaited; now researching a suitable 
table/altar; acoustics – fabric covered chairs and carpeting 
should damp down the echo. Commissioning of the chapel 
to be arranged.

New Housing areas:  Few people were found at home 
when leaflets were delivered. Update at Easter, with coffee & 
cake morning suggested in late April.

Church notice board:  Graham will arrange for it to be 
brought up to date, also the website checked to ensure it 
has all relevant information.

Finance:  
Appeal Account—PCC ratified its closure on the retirement 
of Malcolm Spicer; he will be thanked for his work on it at the 
commissioning of the Trinity Chapel.
An Examiner for the 2015 accounts will be sought, to take 
over from Fay Wilson-Rudd. Meanwhile, Fay commented on 
the 2014 accounts up to November, and will now arrange for 
their full-year examination.
Stewardship – Fay will produce a leaflet to be distributed 
with a letter on Easter Sunday, following sermons focussed 
on the many aspects of Stewardship.

Vicar's Report:  
PCC unanimously approved renewal of Alistair Glanvile's 
Lay Reader Licence.
Christmas services – the Crib Sets weekend was most 
successful, and  having chairs at the front helped the 
congregation with their singing; not  enough carols they 
could join in on Christmas Eve, however.  The earlier  Crib 
Service was well supported.
Meditation Groups – use of the Trinity Chapel was approved 
(see article in the February magazine for details).
Junior School Head – Cathy Christmas will be presented 
with a card and book token on March 27th to mark her 
retirement.
Memorial Book – a new co-ordinator will be sought to take 
Ann Ruff's place. Ann was thanked for her dedicated 
service.
Bishop Peter's Inhibited Visitation – will be on Wednesday 
20th May; large  numbers are expected to attend.
CTWA – a representative from St Cuthbert's is sought to 
attend their meetings.

Churchwardens' Report: 
Children & families worker – Suse reported on her activities; 
she asked if a  speaker could be installed in the children's 
area; Maria volunteered to  represent the PCC, on a trial 
basis, at meetings of the support group.
Church heating – as agreed a year ago, a continuous 
background heat  is to be maintained in the church during 
the winter months.
Vera White wishes to retire after eight years as 
Churchwarden; the Wardens will draw up a job description 
before seeking her successor.
Committees:  
Music Festival – The programme for 2015 is now complete, 
but unless new blood is willing to join the committee the 
2016 Festival is at risk.
Kitchen – the PCC decision to close down the kitchen until 
March being unpopular, it  was decided to allow serving 
coffee on two mornings weekly and resume the Market Day 
lunches from Jan 21st.
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Chill Group – PCC agreed to regard their latest programme 
of off-church activities as parish activities for insurance 
purposes.
Nativity Crib Sets weekend – will be repeated for 2015.

Other business: 
Funeral Wreaths – the considerable problem of disposing of  
wreaths and other tributes left in the church after funerals is 
to be tackled diplomatically.
Somerset Singers – will be permitted to publicise their 
concerts in the church on the Music Festival billboard.
The Chandler family from America, descendants of Thomas 
Chaundler (1418-1490), a former Chancellor of Wells 
Cathedral and Chaplain to King Edward IV, wish to present 
a US flag to replace the one stolen from St Cuthbert's.
A request by Wells City Council to place a coin-operated city  
plan/map dispensing machine in the churchyard was denied 
by the PCC.
  

Noah had problems too
When Noah sailed the waters blue, 
he had his troubles same as you.  
For forty days he drove the Ark 
before he found a place to park.

  

On the perils of parking near church

The Rectory
St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

I cannot be wholly sympathetic 
because your church car park 
is now inadequate, only having 
space for 100 cars. Your 
solution of advising members 
of the congregation to park in the adjoining supermarket car 
park may not have been wise. The maximum time people 
can stop there is 90 minutes, and as your sermons alone 
often reach that length, returning to find their cars clamped 
may not make you universally popular – although it may 
give your congregation the opportunity of practising 
Christian forgiveness.

Since the medieval architect who built St. James the Least 
was not overly concerned with car parking, the only space 
we have is along the road by the church. Inevitably, it gets 
blocked, which causes us all immense satisfaction when 
those not attending church but intending to have a morning 
shopping, find themselves unable to get out of the village 
until Mattins is over.

I did once encourage people to walk to church across the 
fields, but when the present Earl of Stowe started to get his 
staff to lay waterproof sheeting along the paths so he could 
avoid getting mud on his shoes, I decided the idea was best 
dropped.

For most, the inconvenience of parking only makes 
attending church more of a pleasurable challenge; we so 
enjoy having something to complain about. Major Hastings, 
however, who has complained endlessly about parking 
problems, made a point last Christmas by leaving his car in 

the middle of the vicarage lawn. I was so pleased he 
happened to park just where I had had a garden pond filled 
in only the previous week. He returned to find that the car 
had sunk up to the windscreen and needed a crane to 
remove it. And it would have made a charming garden 
feature; I could even picture it with garden gnomes on its 
roof.

For weddings, a farmer allows us to use the field adjoining 
the church. While he rarely attends church on Sundays, he 
is always there the week before – I suspect praying for 
heavy rain, so he can make a fortune charging to tow out 
with his tractor those who have got stuck.  Perhaps the 
greatest act of witness your church could perform would be 
to get everyone attending church to park on the ring road, 
bringing the entire town to a halt until your three hour 
Sunday morning Service is over.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

   
One more step along the Fairtrade road

Last year we set out on our mission to become a Fairtrade 
diocese. So what’s happened? 

We began by rolling out the campaign at the Archdeacon’s 
Visitations with a dedicated pack of leaflets.  This was 
followed by the coffee tasting challenge at Diocesan Synod 
where the Archdeacons’ taste buds were put to the test, with 
a resounding victory for Fairtrade coffee…thankfully! 

Fairtrade at is heart, is a simple concept about supporting 
sustainable development through just trading practices with 
small farmers in developing country. How that is done and 
how we can support this starts getting more complication 
and the sea of information that is out there does not always 
help. The idea behind the Diocesan Fairtrade Handbook is 
to help steer people through this, whether they are complete 
novices or seasoned campaigners. Handbook 2014, with a 
supporting preface from our new bishop, was published last 
year. 

Almost immediately, the Fairtrade Foundation and 
Traidcraft, closely followed by the diocese itself, updated 
their web-sites and brochures. As a result, Fairtrade 
Handbook 2015 has just launched on the diocesan website 
www.bathwells.org.uk,
and in a beautiful, hand-crafted paper version with intriguing 
plastic wallets, guiding and directing the reader to other 
sources. 

Do give it a read; if nothing in it surprises you, send me 
some new information to be included in the next edition!

We also launched a Diocesan Fairtrade mug which you may  
have seen advertised – you can still get your hands on one 
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– just email me below. And finally we have been promoting 
Poterion Fairtrade communion wine, the only Fairtrade option 
available in this country, but one that comes highly 
recommended.

So if your church has not yet made the switch to Fairtrade, 
ask them why not, and encourage them to make the very 
simple switch that will help us become a Fairtrade diocese, 
and most importantly make sure producers receive a fair 
wage. 

If you’d like to get involved, we’re still looking for more 
Deanery Reps to help spread the word! 

To discuss any of these things, please email me at 
jfcanning@btinternet.com or call 01275 790309.

Jane Canning, Diocesan Fairtrade Champion

  
  St ANGELA 

  
It  is not that long ago that 
most girls never had the 
chance to be educated. But 
one determined woman 
started the process,  and 

her name was Angela Merici. She was born in Italy  on 24 
March 1474.  Both her parents died when she was only  10, 
and then when Angela was 13 her elder sister died too, which 
led her to dedicate her life to God. When she was only  22 she 
started a school for young girls in her home town and this 
was so successful that she was invited to start schools in 
other places. Her faith led her to make pilgrimages to the 
Holy Land and to Rome. 

 It was when she was in Rome in 1524 that  she suddenly  lost 
her sight. Pope Clement VII asked her to stay  in Rome to 
take charge of  an order of  nursing nuns but she refused and 
went  home to Brescia.  When she was almost 60 she started 
the Order of  St Ursula, which is still involved in teaching 
today. Even though she was blind, St Angela Merici had a 
vision of what was possible with God’s help.

 SCHOOL SUBJECTS

This timetable has the lessons scrambled up – can you 
unravel the school subjects? Answers below.    

Period 1 CATESTHAMI
M

Period 2 ROYTHIS

Period 3 GHELSIN

Period 4 CHNFER

LUNCH

Period 5 RAT

Period 6 MYITCHERS

Period 7 MESAG

What did I get for my history test?
  Well, first the good news – you spelled your name correctly.

Teacher: You missed school yesterday, didn't you?
Pupil: Not really.  

  What do elves learn in school?
The elf-abet.  

From the Registers 2015
BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Richard John Burton & Dawn Alicia Kerswell

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES
January  12th John Blair Johnston Mathieson

February  9th Ethel Maud Lane

 11th Ray White

 13th Muriel Edith Strachan

 20th Anthony Thomas Cornish Harris Atkinson

 24th June Leila Grace Rogers

      Sheila Jenkins
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Answers: 1.Mathematics  2.History 3.English  
4.French  5.Art  6.Chemistry  7.Games
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