
1                                   

The 
Presentation 
of Christ in 
the Temple

Trinity Chapel Develops
by Revd Preb Alastair Wheeler

At long last as we go to press the work on the 
Trinity Chapel at St Cuthbert’s is coming to 
completion.

The central LED light fitting has finally been 
completed and will be installed by February, and 
discussions are going on with local craftsmen for 
a small multi-purpose table for use in the chapel.

The Wednesday 10am simple communion 
service will move back in there over the next few 
weeks – it is a lovely little service to which all are 
welcome!

During Lent Carol Hince, a local Christian, will 
lead a six week introduction to Christian 
meditation in the Trinity Chapel – and the hope is 
that a regular fortnightly or weekly group will 
develop out of that.

The Chapel is very much a place for private 
prayer and “being quiet” when other things aren’t  
going on – but also provides a small, easily 
accessible space for small group meetings, 
discussions or committees.

And we welcome other ideas or requests to use it 
for a particular event or even regular use. It is very 
much somewhere that we are keen to be used by 
the wider community, not just the families of the 
two churches.  

In the first instance have a word with me, Alastair, 
but we will need to work out a system for booking 
the space that avoids clashes with other things 
going on in the rest of church such as funerals and 
choirs practising!

And now that the end of this transformation of the 
chapel is in sight the PCC are keen to have an 
official little service of dedication of the space, and 
thanksgiving for those who have enabled it to be 
adapted in this way.

Alastair 

Christians Together Lent Groups
As usual there will be inter-church gatherings for 
discussion about faith during Lent – details are still 
being finalised as we go to press – but watch out 
for leaflets and information.
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Ash Wednesday Get together
Ash Wednesday this year is 18th March, and both churches 
are once again joining with the other Anglican churches in 
the Wells area for a large united service.

We all meet at St Thomas’s at 7.30pm for the traditional Ash 
Wednesday eucharist with the optional symbolism of the 
marking with the ashes of last year’s Palm Sunday palm 
crosses, to mark our commitment to walk the way of the 
Cross with our Lord through Lent.

There will be some of the well known Ash Wednesday and 
Lent hymns too. Do come along and join us!

St Cuthbert’s Ladies Group
February is the month of our Annual Dinner, and this year 
we have chosen Café Piano as our venue on 17th February.     
If you haven’t booked by the time of reading this, then I am 
afraid it is too late!     7.00 for 7.30 is the time.   We look 
forward to seeing you there.    

  As ever, this event sees the handing-out of the programme 
for the following year, once the committee for the year has 
been elected at the AGM in January.     If you’re unable to 
be at the dinner, do have a word with with Sarah Sheldon or 
myself to receive your copy, or help yourself from the 
shelves outside the office.     We especially look forward to 
a visit from Jane Hancock, married to our new Bishop, in 
May, booked up before anyone else booked her!

We would also welcome prizes for the big raffle at the 
dinner, our first fund-raising for the charity of the year, 
decided at the AGM.

Bid

  

Communities are built around people
Something we are all seeing, whether we live in a town or a 
village, is that many local pubs are closing down.   Currently  
this is at the rate of about 31 a week.  There are now about 
55,000 pubs in the UK, down from about 68,000 thirty years 
ago.  Whether we use them or not and whatever our view 
may be on drinking, pubs support more than a million jobs 
in the UK and contribute significantly to the economy of their 
local area.  

A recent study from Northumbria University says more than 
that.  A thriving village pub it says gives a village greater 
community spirit and supports local social events and 
businesses.   Pubs it claims are significant in promoting 
community cohesion, especially in rural areas.  That is 
probably uncontroversial.  But the same study also 
concluded ‘that village pubs were also found to be more 
important to local life than the parish church’.  That is 
something which I might want to take issue with. 

I suppose it depends what you mean by contributing to local 
life.  But I am very clear that parish churches are often at 
the very heart of the communities they serve and contribute 
significantly to creating, sustaining and developing thriving 
communities.  In many communities it is difficult to imagine 
what life would be like without the local church being 
present and active in bringing people together and 
supporting them in every kind of need. 

In Somerset new housing developments are being planned 
in a number of places.  But, as developers often 
acknowledge, building houses does not automatically build 
communities.  So one of the things that we as a diocese will 
need to give more thought to in the future is: ‘how we can 
use the resources that we have to turn those groups of new 
houses into caring, inclusive and welcoming communities?’  

Communities are built around people. They do not simply 
emerge unless people consciously value the place where 
they live and strive to make it a better place for everyone 
who lives there. Living and sharing our faith in Jesus, 
serving our communities and engaging with local concerns 
are ways in which we can contribute to making our 
communities welcoming and joyful places for all. 

I enjoy visiting a pub and there is no doubt that they can be 
a meeting point and hub for local communities. That is true 
of churches as well, but they are much more than that.  A 
church is a place ‘where heaven and earth meet’. 

With warm best wishes,

+Peter Bath and Wells

God at work: latest Manna
Every day, our chaplains, over 100 of them paid and unpaid, 
share God’s love in our communities. Quietly, and without 
need for recognition or praise, they do not wait for people to 
come to our churches; they take the church to them. In our 
schools and universities, our hospitals and hospices, our 
town centres and businesses, our industry and armed 
forces, they are sometimes described as the ‘public face of 
God’.

In this issue of Manna we look at who they are, what they 
do, and perhaps most importantly, why they do it. 

There are stories from the high street in Taunton, police 
cells in Bridgwater, Academy classrooms and hospital 
wards in Bath. We hear how chaplaincy offers care, space, 
support and prayer to around 15,000 students and 2,500 
staff in the University of Bath in our Interview. There’s a 
moving tale of how our Street Pastors share love without 
judgment, and we discover how one parish took a bold step 
in breaking from tradition to create, quite literally, their own 
pilgrim in our Parish Profile.

Make sure to pick your copy up from your local church, or 
read it online at www.bathandwells.org.uk/manna and let 
these stories of thriving spiritual life amidst our increasingly 
secular society lift your spirit this winter, and perhaps inspire 
you to join them. 

Email   manna@bathwells.anglican.org   if you can’t find a 
copy. 

Time Management
I am so busy at this present time I cannot do with less than 
four hours each day in the presence of God.   

Martin Luther
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Letter from Wookey Hole
Our Christmas celebrations began with the traditional 
service of Nine Lessons and carols with the visiting choir of  
St Cuthbert's augmented by some of our village singers, an 
occasion which made an inspiring start to the festive 
season.

This was followed the next Sunday by a concert in the 
church, by then beautifully decorated with the glow of 
poinsettias in each windowsill, very Christmassy 
arrangements around the building and a lovely tall blue-
green sparkling tree. The programme ranged from the 
classical, given by the village choir and the village 
orchestra led by Martin Turner (whose children joined him 
in a lively violin trio) to the modern provided by Paul 
Cannon's own jazz composition written specially for the 
evening about the Nativity. Charlie Fraser played a 
movement from Haydn's trumpet concerto very beautifully, 
both with orchestral accompaniment and there were other 
orchestral and choir items. The Plimmer family and Nicky 
Davey played folk music and songs and Freya Healy sang 
a lovely Christmas carol as a solo. A large audience greatly  
enjoyed this very varied programme involving many 
performers—we do have a talented village. We are 
extremely grateful to Juliet for her hard work in arranging, 
organising and rehearsing this much appreciated event.

On a sadder note the village community has lost 6 
residents this last four weeks: Barbara Seddon, Julie Shaw, 
Ian Smith, Barbara Balls, Carol Easton and most recently 
Brenda Wilkinson. For many years Brenda was a flower 
lady in the church and also opened her beautiful garden for 
charity.

We send our condolences to all their families.

There are plans afoot to develop the grounds around the 
church as a community garden, and on January 25th all 
villagers were invited to join in a tidying and clearing party 
under David Scarth's expert direction. I will report back next 
month!

Meanwhile, a happy New Year to all Wookey Hole villagers.

Elizabeth

  

THOUGHTS ON THE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
AND ITS FUTURE 

The annual Music Festival has now been part of the church 
calendar for 15 years. Initially started by Peter Farrell, it 
aims to provide a wide range of affordable music to the 
people of Wells and to actively promote outreach into the 
community. The lunchtime concerts in particular promote 
local talent, especially in young people.

Let me give you a brief account of how it works:-

Planning begins at least a year in advance, concentrating 
primarily on bookings for the evening concerts. Early 
September is not the most convenient time for many 
musicians as most are on holiday during August and 
cannot rehearse. This is particularly true for local choirs (I 
blame St Cuthbert!).

There are seven of us on the committee at present – 
Chairman is Alistair Glanvile, Treasurer is Bill Oke and 
Secretary is Jane Savery. We are ably assisted by Alastair 

Wheeler, Sheila Jenkins, Maureen Brandon and Terry 
Delaney.

We meet almost every month ( with wine!) on a Tuesday 
evening to plan and discuss ideas. (Tuesday suits us all but 
the day could be varied. ) We get many enquiries from 
musicians who are keen to perform, as well as suggestions 
from local people.

How do we decide?  We have to balance the books, so 
expense is an important factor, and we also have to “ 
balance” the various musical genres – including, for 
example, Jazz, Folk, Classical, Vocal  - it all needs to be 
represented so that our audiences are happy!  We can 
never please everyone, but we try!

Once concerts are booked, contracts can be sent out, 
rehearsal times booked and performers’ requirements for 
the day noted. All performers have to provide us with 
photos, biographies and programme details well in 
advance and a lot of nagging goes on to acquire this 
information! Deadlines have to be met for printing and 
publicity.

When we finally reach the week of the festival all should 
run smoothly. Every committee member takes a share of 
the responsibility, whether it be organizing the Friends’ 
Supper, running the Raffles, introducing the concerts, 
moving staging and generally overlooking everything. 
Performers must be made welcome so that they enjoy their 
time with us and maybe want to come back again! ( There 
are a few that we probably don’t wish to see/hear again but 
that’s another story!)

There are many other people who give up their time to help 
make the week so special and they are greatly valued.

This year’s festival is almost booked but beyond 2015 what 
does the future hold?

The present committee cannot continue indefinitely and 
unless some new members come forward there may not be 
a festival in 2016 and beyond. This is a serious issue for all 
of us and it is essential that we bring in new people who 
can ultimately take over and continue to run what has 
become a tradition in Wells. Our concerns are to safeguard 
the future of music in St Cuthberts. If the festival ceases – 
and nobody wants this to happen – it would be very difficult 
to re-instate.

I hope this article might engender some discussion and 
ideas. Wishful thinking is not enough!

Jane
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Letter from St Peter’s Hospice
"Dear Sue and all at St. Cuthbert's, Wells.

Thank you so much for inviting our Knitivity to your 
Crib Festival this year. We are so grateful for your 
support and a fantastic £657.68 was raised from your 
event for St. Peter's Hospice.

I cannot thank you all enough.   Best wishes for 2015.             

Jo   - Community Fund Raiser"
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Children’s views of love (more later)

“If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a 
friend who you hate.”  Nikka - age 6 

(We need a few million more Nikka's on this planet) 

  

Join the Carbon Fast this Lent
The Diocese of Bath and Wells is leading the South West 
Dioceses Carbon Fast for Lent 2015 – 40 days to consider 
what you can do to reduce your carbon footprint and reflect 
on key passages from the Bible.  How do you effect the 
planet through the pattern your energy consumption? 

This year is a vital year for the planet as hopefully there will 
be a ground breaking agreement on the climate in Paris in 
December.  The particular focus for the Fast is our use of 
water, which needs to be pumped, cleaned and stored, our 
energy use and the things we consume.  Did you know that 
it takes 11,000 litres of water to make a pair of jeans, and 
140 litres to make a single cup of coffee? 

On each day of Lent except Sundays, you can receive a 
daily email with an action to consider, a bible reading and a 
specially written reflection. Sign up today at: 

http://ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/carbon-fast/. 

There will be many other resources on the same site. The 
daily actions and readings are also available together as a 
leaflet. Please email mission.forum@bathwells.anglican.org 
or call   on 01749 685104 to get your copy.

Let’s really make a difference together to our planet this 
Lent !

Introduction to Christian Meditation : 
A Lent Course in St Cuthbert’s Church

Meditation is an ancient form of  prayer. Its aim is to bring the 
distracted mind to stillness and silence and rest in the 
presence of  God. It is found throughout the ages of  the 
Christian tradition, as far back as the Desert Fathers in the 
4th century, and in recent  times was recovered for us by  the 
Benedictine monk, Fr John Main. John Main established 
meditation groups in the UK and beyond and from these 
beginnings the  World Community  of  Christian Meditation 
(WCCM) was formed. 

In meditation we learn to take our attention off  our thoughts, 
let go of  everything that we are supposed to be doing and 
achieving, accept ourselves just as we are and open our 
hearts  to the presence of  God in the stillness and silence of 
the present moment. It is a very  simple form of  prayer that is 
relevant  and much needed in our modern, busy  lives.  It 
doesn’t  replace other forms of  prayer but can help to 
deepen and enrich them. So many  people are seeking a 
sense of  ‘the peace that passes all understanding’ in their 
increasingly pressurized lives.

I will be running an Introduction to Christian Meditation, 
based on material produced by the WCCM, in the Trinity 
Chapel in St Cuthbert’s Church, from 9.30 – 10.30 on 
Thursday mornings during Lent. Each session will follow a 
similar format of welcome, a short talk, a 25 minute period of  
meditation and a closing prayer. There will then be time for 
questions and sharing of experiences and the possibility of 
moving into the church for coffee afterwards. The first 
session will be on Thursday, February 26th.

I was introduced to Christian Meditation 7 years ago by a 
friend from my local church who led a weekly group 
following the teaching of the WCCM. Since then the practice 
has become an essential part of my spiritual life, greatly 
enriching my Christian faith.  I am delighted to have this 
opportunity to share the teaching and practice in the 
beautiful sacred space of the Trinity Chapel in St Cuthbert’s. 
If you would like more information please refer to the flyers 
at the back of the church or contact me directly (01749 

678831; cjhince@btinternet.com)

This is a quote from Fr John Main:

‘It  does not matter how long it takes; the only  thing that 
matters  is that we are on the journey. The journey  is  a 
journey  away  from self, away  from egoism, away  from 
selfishness,  away  from isolation and it is a journey  into the 
infinite love of God’

For me, and many others, meditation is the way of ensuring 
that we remain on that journey. 

Carol Hince
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Flowers for St Mary Magdalene, Wookey 
Hole

Is there anyone would like to help with the flowers for 
the Church?

Flowers are arranged for each Sunday on a rota basis. 
Then for Christmas, Easter and Harvest everyone 
meets to help with the arrangements for these special 
occasions also to enjoy coffee and a chat afterwards.

It is a lovely way to meet with others in the community—
if you are interested please contact Lyn on 671912.

Lyn Astle

http://ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/carbon-fast/
http://ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/carbon-fast/
mailto:mission.forum@bathwells.anglican.org
mailto:mission.forum@bathwells.anglican.org
mailto:cjhince@btinternet.com
mailto:cjhince@btinternet.com


Wookey Hole Cinema Club Film
Wednesday 11th February

IDA (PG) Drama
This wonderful film ought to be widely seen but will 
probably be relished by only a few. Set in Communist 
Poland in 1962, Anna, a young novitiate nun, is on the 
verge of taking her vows when she discovers a dark family  
secret dating back to the years of the Nazi occupation. 
Stark but beautiful, understated but hauntingly entrancing, 
this sublime drama confirms Pawlikowski's place among 
the best of modern Polish directors.

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill

Doors open 7pm film starts 7.30pm.    
Tickets on the door £6

More info and a trailer at  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com

Wells Storehouse Foodbank

Housed at The Vineyard Centre, 97 Burcott Road, Wells 
BA5 2EF

Thank you for your gifts and thank you also to those who 
help at the Foodbank.  During 2014 we gave out 1926 
meals – that is 3 meals a day for 3 days to 214 people.

If you would like to help in this project or donate non-
perishable food please get in touch on 01749 679870 or 
07871 689598 or email info@wellsvineyard.com  or come 
to  foodbank on Wednesday or Saturday mornings from 
10.30am-12.30pm.

Storehouse Furniture:  We also collect, store and donate 
furniture (beds, small sofas,tables & chairs…) bedding and 
household items (kettles, saucepans, mircrowaves,  
crockery…) Various agencies direct those in need to us.  If 
you have any items that you think may be of use to us 
please ring Ian on our Storehouse mobile: 07818 782026.  
Thank you.

Please support  The Coffee 
House, which is open Monday 
–Friday 9am-12noon, and 
serves delicious speciality 
coffees, teas, hot chocolate 
etc with any profit going to 
help with costs of Foodbank 
and Storehouse Furniture 
projects. 
 
Thank you

With Valentine’s Day in mind

“Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get 
tired of kissing, you still want to be together and you talk 
more. My Mum and Dad are like that.

They look gross when they kiss.”

Emily, aged 8
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Coffee Morning 
in Wookey Hole Community Hall

in aid of Flowers for St Mary Magdalene

Saturday 7th March 2015

Raffle and Bring & Buy Stall

Everyone will be most welcome

http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com/
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com/
mailto:info@wellsvineyard.com
mailto:info@wellsvineyard.com


Wookey Hole WI, January meeting 2015 
President Sue Harding welcomed members and our 
speaker to the first meeting of the New Year by recalling 
the pleasant time we had had at our Christmas lunch at 
Farrington’s.  January is the month in which we are very 
much concerned with business. Our subscriptions are due, 
which kept our treasurer busy, and we need to make 
decisions on which of the list of very cogent resolutions we 
wish to recommend to the Centenary National Annual 
meeting to discuss. 

Our speaker was Mr Peter Tinney who amused us with a 
wry look at his family’s farming history at Stone Allerton. 
His many anecdotes included a handful of his father’s 
ingenious excuses for a trip to the pub, of which his mother 
disapproved, on one occasion this involved the 
arrangements for shoeing a horse the whole family knew 
didn’t exist. His father had courted his mother by riding his 
motor bike up and down the road outside the church as the 
service was ending, attracting her attention by falling off 
and needing first aid. And then there was the postman who 
always seemed to know exactly what was in their letters 
before they’d opened them, and the uncle who always had 
a sweet in his pocket to give out, though mostly covered in 
fluff, having long since lost its paper wrapper. 

Peter explained his reasons for his judgements on our 
competitions; he chose Lesley R.’s anemone as flower of 
the month as it reminded him of an anemone that grew in 
the middle of their lawn, persisting even when repeatedly 
mown down. Jan’s hellebore was second and Sue H.’s 
snowdrop third. The competition for an item connected to 
Somerset traditions was won by Jill’s cider, always a 
favourite at village pubs, and a pair of gloves brought by 
Sue H. to represent a traditional industry was second, and 
a book on Somerset brought by Jan was third. Anne 
thanked Peter for an amusing and entertaining talk. Our tea 
was organised by Myrtle and Pat.

Rose Docherty

Baffled
Sigmund Freud did NOT know it all, as he freely admitted.  
He once wrote:  “The great question... which I have not 
been able to answer... is, 'What does a woman want?’ 

 Love, actually
“Love is when mum makes coffee for my dad and she 
takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is 
OK.”  Danny - age 7 

  Caedmon - the poetic shepherd  
Caedmon (d 680) should be the patron saint of all farmers 
who enjoy humming to themselves as they do the lambing 
this Spring.  For Caedmon of Whitby was a bit like David in 
the Bible – he grew up as a simple herdsman out on the 
hills who enjoyed composing songs and poetry for himself 
while watching his flocks.  

Like David,  Caedmon also had a keen awareness of God, 
and used his creative gift to express his devotion and love 
for his Creator.  When his poems and songs became 
known to others, they liked them so much that soon 
Caedmon left his sheep in order to become a monk.    This 
gave him time to compose many poems based on the 
stories in the Bible:  from Creation and Genesis, to the 
Exodus and entry of the Jews into the promised land, to the 
birth, passion and resurrection of Christ, and finally to the 
future Last Judgement, Heaven, and Hell.

Then one day Caedmon suddenly announced that he knew 
he was going to die soon.  And so he did, in a state of 
charity and peace with everyone.  There was great 
mourning.  

Sadly, only nine lines of his poetry have survived (see 
below), and we have the great historian, Bede, to thank for 
even that much.  But in his time, Caedmon’s gift of telling 
Christian stories in the vernacular must have been of great 
value in evangelising the common folk.

Old English
nu scylun hergan     hefaenricaes uard
metudæs maecti     end his modgidanc
uerc uuldurfadur     swe he uundra gihwaes
eci dryctin     or astelidæ
he aerist scop     aelda barnum
heben til hrofe     haleg scepen.
tha middungeard     moncynnæs uard
eci dryctin     æfter tiadæ
firum foldu     frea allmectig

Modern English translation

Now [we] must honour the guardian of heaven,
the might of the architect, and his purpose,
the work of the father of glory
as he, the eternal lord, established the beginning of 
wonders;
he first created for the children of men
heaven as a roof, the holy creator
Then the guardian of mankind,
the eternal lord, afterwards appointed the middle earth,
the lands for men, the Lord almighty.

Note how much more compact the Old English was! - Ed.

Source:   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cædmon's_Hymn
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Lay Pastoral Assistants
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved.

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906

Patsy Barrow

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midgard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midgard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A6dmon%27s_Hymn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A6dmon%27s_Hymn


Ash Wednesday—18th February

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.   But why 'Ash' 
Wednesday?  The reason has to do with getting things right 
between you and God, and the tradition goes right back to 
the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned.  When they 
finally came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God 
saw them, they could do nothing but repent in sorrow.   They  
mourned for the damage and evil they had done.  As part of 
this repentance, they covered their heads with ashes.  For 
the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and even rending 
your clothes, was an outward sign of their heart-felt 
repentance and acknowledgement of sin.  (See Genesis 
18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; 
Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6)

  In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of 
penitents had ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of 
Lent.  They were turning to God for the first time, and 
mourning their sins.   But soon many other Christians 
wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very 
start of Lent.   They heeded Joel's call to 'rend your hearts 
and not your garments' (Joel 2:12-19).   Ash Wednesday 
became known as either the 'beginning of the fast' or ‘the 
day of the ashes’.

The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and 
stresses the penitential character of the day. It encourages 
us with the reminder of the readiness of God to forgive us 
and to renew us.   

The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12 – 18,  
Matthew 6: 1-6,16 – 21 and Paul’s moving catalogue of 
suffering, "as having nothing and yet possessing 
everything." (2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10)

The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at the 
Reformation, though the old name for the day remained.   
Today, throughout the Church of England, receiving the mark 
of ashes on one’s forehead is optional.      Certainly the mark 
of ashes on the forehead reminds people of their mortality:   
"Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return..."   
(Genesis 3:19)

The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on 
Palm Sunday in the previous year in order to create the 
ashes for this year.  

 The 50th Einstein Quiz
If  you are expecting to come with your team to the Einstein 
Quiz on Friday 6 February, you will of  course be very 
welcome,  but it  is essential that you reserve your table: ring 
Michael Bailey  on 677201. Already  ten teams are booked in 
for David's last EQ. If  you are quick you may secure the last 
table available.

It  is rumoured that the subjects of  the ten rounds are going 
to be a bit special. Hmmm . . .

As from April Graham will be taking over as Questionmaster,  
but you should still book via Michael. 
   

On the peculiarities 
of ordination 
candidates 
The Rectory

St. James the Least

  

My dear Nephew Darren

I was quite happy to see the young person from your church 
whom you are encouraging to get ordained – even though 
we did not entirely see eye to eye.

When I answered the door to someone dressed in T-shirt, 
jeans and trainers, I naturally assumed he was the gardener; 
it was only after I had given him the wheelbarrow and shown 
him where the spades were, that I found out who he really 
was. His assurance that this is how Jesus would dress, were 
he to visit in person again, jarred somewhat. I think that a 
three-piece suit and stout pair of brogues would be far more 
likely. We agreed to differ.

I moved on to ask him about the Sunday Services he 
attended and was interested to hear that he was a church 
musician. Wanting to know if he sang tenor or bass, or even 
played the organ, he told me that he was the drummer in the 
worship band and provided backing vocals. I felt obliged to 
comment that I was not sure how that would fit in with 
Mattins, but he told me that he had never heard of that 
Service and only attended Mega Rock Praise. Since I 
suspected it would not have been written by Cranmer, we 
moved on.

I had hoped we may have been on safer ground when I 
asked him whether he preferred early perpendicular or 
Victorian gothic, but as he had apparently only ever 
worshipped in your converted cinema, he was unable to 
offer any opinion. His reaction to my offer to show him round 
our late Norman church, prompted him to tell me that he 
believed all churches should be closed and people should 
gather in each other’s homes, like the early Christians.

In a last despairing attempt to find common ground I asked 
him if he had ever preached. He was slightly apologetic to 
admit that he had done so very rarely, as he found it took 
such a long time to write an hour-long sermon. When I 
mentioned that I did not think I had ever exceeded eight 
minutes in my entire life, he gave me such a look of 
withering astonishment that with heroic Christian charity, I 
did not beat him over the head with the Bible he was 
carrying.

  Your loving uncle,

  Eustace

Little Teapot
Our new curate had young children and they insisted he 
choose for his screensaver a picture of a dancing teapot, 
playing the children's song ‘I'm a Little Teapot’.   When the 
earnest young HR officer for the diocese came to call, she 
sent back a message to the bishop:  “The curate may be 
suffering from an identity disorder."
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Workmanship
Mr Vandebriel was Dutch, but that is by  the way. Some 30 
years ago he stayed at our house in Iffley, Oxford, for a few 
days. He claimed to be something of  an expert on medieval 
architecture, and his thoughts about Iffley  Church came 
back to me when I read Alastair's  piece about our Trinity 
Chapel in the January  issue of  Parish News. Remember? 
He wrote: '. .  . the wall being weaker than expected (dodgy 
workmanship in the Middle Ages) meant that the glasswork 
couldn't be fitted on schedule . . .'

Now,  Mr V. and I were standing outside Iffley  Church looking 
east, with its  famous Eye of  God window above us. 'Look at 
the doorway' said he. 'See how it is slightly  wider at the top 
than at the bottom?'

'Er, yes, I suppose it is,  now you come to point  it  out' I 
replied. The width difference could hardly  have been more 
than an inch or two, but a difference there was. Wider at the 
top than at the bottom.

'Now look inside,  to the first arch.  Do you see the same 
difference, wider at the top?'

'Er, yes, I guess so.'

'Now, further down the aisle, the second arch. Same thing, 
would you agree?' I had to say  yes; in each of  the three 
archways, the doorway  and the two inside, the vertical 
columns were just slightly,  how might one put it?, not 
vertical.  'Know why  that is?' asked Mr V.  Well, I had no idea. 
It  must surely  have been something to do with architectural 
or building mechanics. Perhaps if  they  had been 
constructed absolutely  vertical the whole church would long 
since have come tumbling down. How was I  to know? 'Tell 
me' I said, 'or I shall certainly lose sleep.'

'Sheer bad workmanship' said Mr Vandebriel.  'We wonder at 
the ambition and skills  of  medieval masons, and are in awe 
when we gaze at their glorious buildings, but they  were only 
human. They made all kinds of mistakes.'

David Green

SEEING AND UNDERSTANDING 
Many people had seen the steam lift the lid of a kettle, 
but it took a James Watt to see it and go on to think of 
that power becoming a steam engine. It is all  a matter 
of how we see things. We could see something a 
thousand times and not make the connection.

Jesus explained why he taught with parables, stories 
that explain some-thing in simple ways to do with 
everyday life that people of the time would recognise. 
He explained that it was because people look without 

seeing, and listen without understanding (Matthew 
chapter 13, verses 13-14). 

We all do this, and that is why we need other people 
to help us learn more about what the stories in the 
Bible mean. People who can explain and help us to 
see with ‘new eyes’. 

 

SEEING THE WORDS
All the words hidden in this word-search are things 
you see with or look at: 

S P E C T A C L E S
L E C T E V I D Y C
G E A G L E O P E E
S W N A E P B S S N
E A K S V I D E O E
S T C L I C E L F O
S C O O S T G G R W
A H L O I U O G E E
G A M E N E U G O V

(solution below)



What gadget do we use to see through a wall? 
A window. 

Optician: What can you see out of the window?
Patient: Only the sun.
Optician: How far do you want to 
see, then?

Optician: You need glasses. 

Patient: But I’m wearing glasses. 

Optician: Then I need glasses.
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* clock * eyes * game * glasses *
goggles * lens * picture * scene  * spectacles 

* television * video *   view * watch 



The strange story of the Chaplain’s 
Pennant in the Royal Navy

During the Dutch Wars in the 17th Century, when the English 
and Dutch fleets were engaged in a series of battles in the 
English Channel, both fleets were commanded by devoutly 
religious officers; Admiral Blake for the English and Admiral 
Tromp for the utch.  They both ensured that every ship’s 
company, before battle commenced, paused for prayers 
before the mast-head at the start of each day.  The worry was 
that one side would steal an advantage over the other.

A solution was found when the two Admirals agreed that in 
both fleets the English and Dutch national flags would be 
sewn together and raised and lowered simultaneously at the 
start and finish of masthead prayers.  A century later, when 
Rear-Admiral Richard Kempenfelt devised a signalling system 
with flags for the Royal Navy, a Church (or Chaplain’s) 
Pennant was created.  Continuing the experience from the 
Dutch Wars, the Cross of St. George and the Dutch Tri-Colour 
were combined in a single pennant. During divine service or a 
burial at sea the pennant was to be flown from the Starboard 
outer yardarm.  By this time peace had been established 
between the English and the Dutch, so the pennant was now 
a more positive symbol of reconciliation.  It has remained the 
Church Pennant in the Royal Navy to this day.

Every time the Church Pennant is raised, during ship’s 
company prayers, the pennant is, in one sense, an 
uncomfortable reminder of the ambiguity of war, on sea or on 
land.  Many on both sides of a conflict devoutly pray that God 
will give them victory, assuming God is on their side.  Can 
God be on both sides at once?   

Jesus has shown us where God is.  He is alongside anyone 
caught up in the turmoil and agony of life’s experience, 
redeeming us by his love, whichever side we are on, 
deserving or not.   Like the woman being stoned by self-
righteous Pharisees for being caught in the act of adultery; 
Jesus rescued her by his redeeming love.  And God’s love 
redeems in every human conflict.  Enemies become allies.  
This is what the Royal Navy’s Church Pennant ultimately 
came to demonstrate.

… and finally
Marriage license—the only permit taken out after the hunt is over.

“Love is what makes you smile when you are tired.” Terri - age 4

“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is 
different. You just know that your name is safe in their mouth.”  
Billy - age 4 

From the Registers 2015
BANNS OF MARRIAGE

January  Terence John Desmond Montgomery & Gillian 
Margaret Murphy

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES

December     30th Eric John Bunyan

January       5th Guiseppe (Joe) Ambrosini

     8th Adrian Fisher

    9th Bob Weare

  14th Rita Maisy Maud Day

  19th Colin Dennis Harrington

   19th Jean Towers

              22nd Brenda Wilkinson (Wookey Hole)

      
  Sheila Jenkins

… and for Candlemas, how many candles 
would it take to heat the church?
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

