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ADVENT 
ISSUE

Peace Football at Christmas
by Revd Alastair Wheeler

One of the most memorable stories of the First 
World War will receive a lot of coverage over the 
next few weeks, and will be remembered by 
Christians Together in Wells and Area on Boxing 
Day morning.

In the midst of the tensions of the stalemate of 
war that first Christmas Eve 1914 the British 
soldiers in their trenches heard the German 
troops singing the carol Stille Nacht – and joined 
in gradually at first, but with growing confidence, 
singing the English words – “Silent Night”.

With its haunting and simple tune, and words 
marking the silence of the Christmas night, and 
the wonder of the presence of Christ the Saviour 
born into the world the first Christmas, the carol 
is always one of the top ten favourites, and has 
been translated into many languages.

Even more surprising was the trust that soldiers 
from both sides placed in one another in their 
trenches just a few dozen yards apart. For they 
got up out of the trenches and played a football 
match in no-man’s land.

It is a story that has gone round the world, yet it 
probably originally involved a few men – or were 

they still boys – from both sides. It involved trust, 
and was built on the huge emotional impact of 
Christmas spent at War and far from home.

Christians Together in Wells and Area is 
organising a scratch and informal football match 
on Boxing Day morning at 11am on Cathedral 
Green to mark the event and work off some 
Christmas calories.  Everyone welcome!

Between now and then the carol will be sung in 
many places by millions of people around the 
world. And still we hope for peace in the world 
this Christmas. 

And still God comes to meet us in the birth of a 
human child in the town of Bethlehem – a child 
who came even then into a world of war and 
violence. The Bible records how Herod tried to 
obliterate the hope of the future by massacring  
infants in Bethlehem when the un-Wise Men told 
him of the birth.

In our world – in these next few weeks – may 
you find hope and peace, the ability to trust, and 
others willing to meet you in no-man’s land this 
year.

Alastair
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  St Cuthbert's Ladies Group
Our final event for 2014 is on Tuesday 9th December, when 
we meet at the Vicarage, 3 Orchard Lea for coffee and chat 
between 10.30 and 12.     There is no entry fee as such, but 
donations are invited in lieu which will be sent to Hope for 
Tomorrow, our charity of the year.     There will also be a 
bring-and-buy stall when we invite you to bring food items 
for others to purchase.     Do come along for this informal 
morning, when we have the opportunity to just sit and chat.

However, we are short of a volunteer to run the usual coffee 
bar in church that morning, as all the usual suspects will be 
at the Vicarage!     Is there anyone reading this who could 
volunteer to do coffee in church on Tuesday 9th December; 
please have a word with Bid if you can help out.     It would 
be so good if our regular ladies, who work so hard through 
the year, could have a morning off.

  Menus for our Annual Dinner in February were given out at 
the November meeting; if you haven’t yet received yours, 
please have a word with Fay Low, Sarah Sheldon or myself, 
and remember to return it, with payment, before the 
deadline.  

Bid

The courage and witness of Meriam Ibrahim

One of the best ‘good news’ Christian stories of this year 
has got to be the courage that Meriam Ibrahim showed 
when arrested in Sudan for allegedly renouncing Islam, for 
her resilience against death threats in prison, and for her 
ultimate release and move to the United States.

In an interview with Fox News in the USA, after she was 
freed, Meriam said that she had never once considered 
abandoning her faith to save her life. She explained that her 
faith in God had been her “only weapon”in the on-going 
confrontations between her and various imams and Muslim 
scholars. She went on: “I was given three days (to renounce 
my faith). I faced a tremendous amount of pressure. The 
situation was difficult, but I was sure that God would stand 
by my side. It’s my right to follow the religion of my choice. I 
would like to help the people in Sudan, in Africa, especially 
women and children, to promote freedom of religion,” she 
said. “If you don’t have faith, you’re not alive.”

  
How the Oscar Pistorius trial can help us 
prepare for Christmas…
During the recent trial of the South African athlete, the 
ferocious prosecutor in the Oscar Pistorius trial asked him if 
he was crying because he felt sorry for himself, or because 
of Reeva - the girlfriend whom he had killed.   There was no 
doubt about his show of remorse, but what did it really 
mean?   God knows.   And that is the point.   God does 
know.   We cannot fool our Maker.   

Saying ‘sorry’ is not easy, but it’s easier to say it than to 
mean it.   We may regret our wrongdoing merely because it 
didn’t work out or we were rumbled.   

A well-known broadcaster, caught cheating on his partner, 
described it as ‘an error of judgment’.   Other public figures 
have excused culpable wrongdoing by defining a sin as a 
mistake, as though it was a no-fault accident.

By contrast, the New Zealand cricketer Lou Vincent, who 
played for Sussex and Lancashire, admitted accepting 

bribes for match fixing.   He made a public confession 
beginning with the words, “My name is Lou Vincent and I 
am a cheat”.   That admission clearly cost him a great deal.   
You can watch it on You Tube.   He explained that he felt 
strong enough to speak out because of the unconditional 
love of his future wife.

Sinners can take courage from the open-arms welcome 
offered by Christ.   The extraordinary ending of the story of 
the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) assures penitents that their  
change  of heart triggers a party in heaven!   Mind you, if it’s 
hard to say sorry and mean it, it may be tougher still to 
accept that Christ really did come into the world to save 
sinners (I Timothy 1.15).

Christians who are familiar with the words of confession and 
forgiveness in the Church’s liturgy, may be uneasy about 
taking God’s mercy for granted, especially when the same 
sins dog our consciences week after week.   We would like 
to be able to go to church bearing a report of a good week’s 
work free of blemishes, rather than the familiar echo of “I’ve 
done it again”, or  a catalogue of missed opportunities.

This side of heaven we remain disciples, who carry ‘L’ 
plates to warn others that we are still learning.   The season 
of Advent encourages us to engage in some positive self-
examination, aware that God’s Christmas gift of a Saviour 
for humanity is for us, too.   But we can only benefit from 
God’s gift of Jesus if we honestly repent.

  
  

Letter from Wookey Hole
  
No visitors to our church, whether regular members of the 
congregation, villagers joining us at Christmas or Easter or 
relatives and friends arriving for a wedding or a funeral can 
have failed to notice and admire our beautiful flower 
decorations. We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to our 
talented team of flower arrangers, led for many years by 
Edith Kenney and Beryl Ashworth who have used their skills 
to adorn our church and enhance our worship. Now Edith 
and Beryl feel it is time to hand on the organization and the 
fund raising coffee mornings to others and to mark this a tea 
party was held this month in the Community Hall to thank 
them for all they have done. We are very blessed that their 
loyal team have committed themselves to continuing Edith’s 
and Beryl’s work.

Our new Bishop is holding a series of meetings of different 
Deaneries to get to know the diocese and a group of us 
from St Mary Magdalene attended one at the Crossways 
Inn. The Bishop spoke, various people described activities 
in their parishes and then the Bishop answered questions. 
We felt it was a useful and informative evening.

With the rest of the country we observed Remembrance 
Day on November 9th, with a very well attended service 
beginning at the War Memorial outside. Tom Mason, as a 
WW2 veteran, gave the Commendation, and Charlie Fraser,  
very beautifully, played the Last Post and the Reveille.

Now we begin to plan for Christmas! As well as our usual 
services we hope to arrange an informal concert so watch 
out for notices on our swingboard.

The churchwardens wish all the villagers of Wookey Hole a 
very happy Christmas.

Elizabeth Talbott and David Scarth
Churchwardens
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  Wookey Hole Ladies Club
  
Mike Hedges, a former Chief Constable of South Yorkshire, 
gave a fascinating talk to the  members about how policing 
has changed and evolved over the years.

The first recognised service was set up in London by Peel 
in 1829. Later in 1835 the first service outside of London 
was set up in Bridgwater and then other towns. The service 
eventually became county based and in 1973 Somerset 
Police became Avon and Somerset Police.

Mike began his career as a cadet and then full time at 
Keynsham and Temple Cloud, covering the villages up to 
the edge of the Mendips. He gradually rose through the 
ranks ending his career as Chief Constable. Over the years 
he has dealt with serious floods, prostitution in London, 
illegal gambling and selling from suitcases on the streets in 
London, as well as terrorism. He was also involved with 
policing some of the worst rioting in London, including 
Broadwater Farm when a policeman lost his life. He told a 
few anecdotes which showed the lighter side of policing.  
He was very proud to have served in the Police and 
mentioned that the British Police unlike foreign forces are 
unarmed, and that they police by consent and with the 
support of the public. Unfortunately the numbers of police 
on the ground have lessened, as many officers have been 
drawn into other sections dealing with the problems of 
modern day life.

It was interesting to hear about Mike’s varied  career of 
which he is justly proud. Edith Proposed a vote of thanks.

The next meeting takes the form of the Christmas Lunch to 
be held at Rodney Stoke Inn on Tuesday 2nd December. 
There will not be a meeting in January, but on Tuesday 3rd 
February at 2.30 in the Wookey Hole Community Hall Ron 
Forrest will be coming to talk to us about life as a 
Councillor.

We would welcome new members for further details please 
ring Margaret on 675415.

Lyn Astle

Do you know your Hymns?
Dentist’s Hymn              Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman’s Hymn            There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor’s Hymn              The Church is One Foundation
The Tailor’s Hymn              Holy, Holy, Holy
The Golfer’s Hymn              There is a Green Hill Far Away
The Politician’s Hymn           Standing on the Promises!
Optometrist’s Hymn              Open My Eyes That I Might See
The Tax Agent’s Hymn          I Surrender All
The Gossip’s Hymn              Pass It On
The Electrician’s Hymn         Send the Light
The Shopper’s Hymn            Sweet Bye and Bye
Estate Agent’s Hymn          I’ve Got a Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop
The Therapist’s Hymn           He Touched Me
The Doctor’s Hymn              The Great Physician
  
AND for those who speed on the highway – a few hymns:
55mph               God Will Take Care of You
75mph               Nearer My God to Thee
85mph               This World is not My Home
95mph               Lord, I’m Coming Home
100mph               Precious Memories

  Wookey Hole WI, November meeting
President Sue Harding opened our November meeting by 
introducing our newly appointed WI Advisor Ann Preston on 
her first visit. After taking apologies, we proceeded to 
discuss a full range of business, from a report on the 
proceedings at the county WI annual meeting, where the 
shoeboxes for the YMCA packed by Lesley R. were handed 
over, an update on finance from Lesley H., to Christmas 
events in prospect. 

Our speaker was Mr Michael Malaghan, who spoke to us 
about his love of reading acquired in childhood and his 
career in writing, which ranged from journalism with the 
Skegness Standard, to writing books for children, by way of 
‘twist in the tail’ stories for women’s magazines and scripts 
for television. He has also been a film extra, being a 
pikeman in a Cate Blanchette movie in which Brean Down 
doubled as Plymouth Hoe. He kept us amused with his self 
mocking accounts of encounters with pets, a dog training 
school, a tea leaf reading fortune teller, a patch of slurry 
that left a lasting impression on all around him, and various 
school librarians, most of whom did their best to interest 
children in books. We were left wishing we were ten years 
old again in order to appreciate his books, which feature girl 
protagonists. Pauline J. was still chuckling as she thanked 
him for entertaining us so well.

Our competition for a favourite book was won by Sue B, 
who brought a  ‘grown up’ wild flower book that she’d been 
given as a small child and has loved ever since, Jill was 
second and Sue H. third. The Flower of the month was 
brought by Pauline J, second was Sue B. with Sue H. third. 
Anne and Elizabeth won raffle prizes, Jean and Carole 
provided tea and cake.

 Rose Docherty

Wookey Hole informal VILLAGE  CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

in the church at  3.30pm on SUNDAY 21st December. 

Village choir & Orchestra & community  carol singing
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Work together and be innovative says 
rural school report

Small rural primary schools must form effective partnerships 
and collaborations if they are to survive into the future and 
continue to be a vital part of rural community life, says a new 
report published by the Church of England.

Working Together released today by the Church of England’s 
National Education Office says that they are one of the state's 
last remaining points of contact with rural communities and 
they have a key role in rural life. But it warns that the days of 
the individual autonomous small school are numbered as they  
face financial challenges particularly with likely changes to the 
way schools are funded.

The Church of England is responsible for more than 50% of 
the 4146 small rural schools in England (with less than 210 
pupils*) as 200 years ago it set out to offer education to all 
when the landscape was very different.

The report points out the benefits of collaboration with other 
schools, creating formal partnerships and shares case studies 
from around the country where this has successfully been 
done.   It also notes that few rural schools have the capacity 
to convert to academy status without support – and says the 
Church of England already has support structures in place 
with diocesan Multi Academy Trusts (MATs).  It also suggests 
proactively using parts of the school building for other 
services including post offices, community centres, nurseries 
and holiday clubs.

The Rev Nigel Genders, the Church of England’s Chief 
Education Officer, said: “In the current education landscape 
small rural schools face some tough challenges which are not 
simple to resolve and are often expressed in negative terms. 
This report is about suggesting a range of collaborative and 
innovative ways forward for these schools, which clearly have 
a key role in rural life, while not shying away from the difficult 
questions.”

The Bishop of Oxford, John Pritchard, Chair of the CofE’s 
Board of Education said: “Rural schools, like our country 
churches, are the vital heartbeat of the countryside. 
Partnership has to be the way forward.”

The story behind the hymn:  
‘O Come, All ye Faithful’

Nobody knows who wrote this well-loved Christmas carol.  It 
was originally a Latin Christmas hymn, ‘Adeste Fidelis’.  It 
seems to have first ‘surfaced’ in English due to a John Francis 
Wade, who lived in the 18th century, and who made his living 
copying manuscripts and, sometimes, music by hand.  Wade 
was a Roman Catholic, and all services in the church at that 
time were conducted in Latin, and so he knew the language 
well.  

The story goes that in about 1750 he slipped this hymn into a 
manuscript he was copying for the English Roman Catholic 
College in Lisbon, Portugal.  35 years later, in 1785, it turned 
up in the Portuguese Chapel in London, where it became 
known as the ‘Portuguese Hymn’.  From there the hymn 
appears to have ‘travelled’ across to the Margaret Chapel in 
London’s West End.  Young William Ewart Gladstone, who 
later became British Prime Minister, greatly appreciated the 
services at this church.  He said that the congregation were 
“the most devout and happy that I have ever seen.”   The 

minister at that time was Frederick Oakley, one of the leaders 
of the 19th century Oxford Movement, who was later to 
convert to Roman Catholicism.  Oakley believed strongly in 
the power of religious symbols and fine music, and before he 
bade farewell to the Margaret Chapel, he introduced this 
hymn to the congregation.  Having started as ‘Adeste Fidelis’, 
and been for a while ‘The Portuguese Hymn’, this hymn soon 
became known – and loved worldwide – as ‘O Come, All Ye 
Faithful’.

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

The adventure of Christmas
I passed a shop this summer which had Christmas goods and 
Christmas cards on offer - and it was still only August!  Every 
year shops seem to start their Christmas displays a week 
earlier.  But in the annual rush to Christmas (which we all 
have a sinking feeling about) we risk losing a great deal.  In 
particular we lose the distinctive emphases of Advent which is 
a season of preparation and expectation.   

In Advent we are invited to be still, to be watchful and to be 
prayerful and to prepare ourselves to celebrate once again 
the birth of Christ. The word Advent suggests both ‘Event’ and 
‘Adventure’ and Christmas is both of those things.  Christmas 
is when we remember the birth of a baby in a stable in 
Bethlehem: a baby who was God himself.  This was God 
taking our nature upon himself and putting into effect his great 
plan of love, whereby we might be reunited with our Creator. 
That stable in Bethlehem may seem a long way away from 
us, but God’s love is the same. This is an event for us and our 
families today - an event to be celebrated.

But Christmas is also an adventure.  It was an adventure for 
the shepherds who ‘returned glorifying and praising God for 
all that they had heard and seen’ (Luke 2:20). It is an 
adventure for us as we open our lives and our homes to God. 
It is an adventure as we look forward to 2015 and all that that 
may mean for us. It is an adventure as we trust ourselves and 
those we love to Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

So let me challenge you to take time this Advent to make a 
space in the rush to pause, to be still, to reflect and to prepare 
for the wonder and joy that is Christmas. Let us pray that all 
our church services and activities will help us draw nearer to 
God and help us to concentrate on the great ‘event’ and great 
‘adventure’ which is at the heart of all we are celebrating. 
Furthermore, let us ensure that this Christmas is centred 
more around the coming of Christ and the needs of others, 
and less around ourselves. 

May God grant you a peace - filled Advent and a joy-filled 
Christmas.

+Peter Bath and Wells
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4 Ever consider the fact that ….

A chicken crossing a road is really poultry in motion.  

Every calendar’s days are numbered.

Once you’ve seen one shopping centre, you’ve seen a mall.

Some people are living way beyond their seams?

Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit.

The best medicine for rheumatism is being thankful it isn’t gout.

Reminder
The Church must be reminded that it is not the master or 
the servant of the state, but rather the conscience of the 
state. It must be the guide and the critic of the state, never 
its tool.  Martin Luther King Jr.

Finding your way? – counselling can help
You may  have seen the recent Diocesan journal “Manna” 
focussing on the different ways in which the church is 
involved in helping people find healing and peace. (It 
included a lovely  interview with a friend of  mine from one of 
my last parishes, GP and vicar, Gilly Bunce)

One of  the ways in which we can be helped to become 
more aware of  our selves, or come to terms with things that 
have happened to us or around us, is the relationship called 
counselling. 

Sometimes it can be hard to put into words something that 
is niggling us. Indeed sometimes we have deliberately  not 
put things into words for years, or thought about their 
impact,  and our lives are altered as a result. It  is usually 
good to talk, but counselling is a particular way  of  opening 

things up to find peace and clarity  and healing, and it needs 
significant training and ongoing supervision of practice.

In Wells we are fortunate that there is a wide range of 
qualified people offering counselling and therapy  in various 
forms in our community, including some of  our own 
congregation members.

But not a lot of  people are aware that I  have been involved 
in counselling since the 1980’s, helped establish, train and 
supervise counsellors for a church linked Counselling 
Agency  in my  last parish, and am a qualified counsellor in 
my own right with BACP. 

I can’t give a lot of  time to specific counselling – but do 
make sure I always keep space available – and have 
always seen this as part of  the ministry  I offer to church 
members and their families especially, and sometimes 
clergy and clergy spouses, rather than advertising generally. 

Sometimes people feel happiest talking about personal 
things in depth with someone they  will never meet again – 
and I can understand that, have done it myself. But the 
church has a long tradition also of  sharing one another’s 
burdens,  and many  folk have found it helpful to spend a bit 
of time looking at something in depth with me.  

Confidentiality  is vital, and necessary  to enable the 
openness and trust that there must be between you and 
your counsellor – and you can be assured that this  is 
something that I also have always taken very seriously. 

If  you would like to know more about counselling or therapy 
and how it can help you or a family  member,  or advice as to 
how to find someone you feel comfortable working with on 
something that really  matters to you,  do have a word any 
time. 

And, like everything else that is important and potentially  life 
changing,  do also make sure that any  person you work with 
is appropriately qualified!

You can find out more about this if you have access to the 
internet on the British Association for Counselling and 
Psychotherapy website  -       http://www.bacp.co.uk/ 

Alastair

Notes from the PCC meeting 
on 4th November

Reredos Project:  

Judeth reported that progress with funding applications was 
slow, but that she, Jonathan and Jerry will be putting in 
more work on the plan details.

Trinity Chapel:  

The final bill had been received from Ellis & Co. Electric 
heating is working, and lighting will soon be installed. Alistair 
Glanvile pointed out the need for some sort of baffles to 
reduce the echo and improve the acoustics.

(continued)

http://www.bacp.co.uk
http://www.bacp.co.uk
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Finance:  

Standing Committee had recommended that the money 
transferred into PCC accounts from the Reordering 
Appeal accounts should be used towards the costs of 
the Trinity Chapel works, any balance to be held as 
designated funds in the PCC Fabric Fund.The PCC 
agreed this proposition.

Stewardship – after discussion, it was suggested that a 
series of sermons during Lent would reach more of the 
congregation than the (not very well supported in recent 
years) Lenten Groups. With so many now retired and on 
fixed incomes, the giving of time and talents might well 
prove to be more likely than an increase in cash 
income. Other ideas will be sought.

Vicar's report:  

Alastair had met Helen Mulliger, interim acting head of the 
Junior School until the new head starts next Easter.

Music & worship – The All-age Harvest Service and the 
Memorial Service were highly appreciated, and were 
attended by many new people. It has not been possible 
to arrange a Christingle Service this year, so the 
4.00pm service on 24th Dec. will be a Crib Service only.

Alastair expressed concern at the lack of progress 
(compared to other churches) in arranging visits to 
people moving in to the new housing estates.

He reported that 115 had attended the Deanery Synod open 
evening, much higher than expected. Bishop Peter 
Hancock spoke well.

Arrangements for the PCC social evening on 10th December 
were discussed.

Local Ministry Group – Plans and ideas included a combined 
Ash Wednesday service at St Thomas'. Paul Cooke is 
working with the LMG as planned. Following an enquiry 
by a baptism parent about bible-study groups, an Alpha-
style course was mooted for the New Year.

Families and Young People's Worker – the contract of 
engagement had been accepted by all parties.

Churchwardens' report: 

Enquiries would be made to establish whether the cleaner's 
performance is satisfactory.

Committees:  

Music Festival – Alistair reported that an ageing committee 
and team raises the question of the Festival's survival in 
its present form after 2015, though the outline 
programme for next year is looking positive.

Kitchen – Vera reported that the proposal to close the 
kitchen from mid-December to early March would be 
disappointing for the regulars, and suggested that those 
who wish to carry on informally may do so. A (re)launch 
party should mark its reopening in March.

Zambia link – Lynn Rendell had asked if the proceeds of the 
harvest supper could be designated to support our link 
with the Livingstone parish.

Other business:  

Pauline reported that Bibles had been handed out to schools 
– 35 to the Infants and 16 to the Junior Schools - at a 
cost of £304.20. PCC gave retrospective approval.

Christmas carols

One night as 
Christmas 
approached, some 
friends decided to go 
carol singing. A man 
answered the door of 
one house, and 
gasped as they 
launched into the 
opening lines of the 
first carol. Within half a 
minute, he looked 
stricken. Soon tears 
were welling up in his 
eyes. The carollers 
sang and sang, and 
the man looked more 
and moved by what he 
heard. At last the 
carollers stopped, and 
one ventured: “I understand – you are sad because our 
singing reminds you of your happy childhood Christmas 
days.” The man looked at her with misery in his eyes. “No,” 
he whispered back. “It’s just that I am a musician!”

Definitions
Wrinkles: something your relatives have gained since you 
last saw them.  You have character lines.  

Auntie:  one who has stopped growing at both ends, and 
who is now growing in the middle.

Egoist: the relative who is usually me-deep in conversation.

Human nature is like a stable inhabited by the ox of passion 
and the ass of prejudice – animals which take up a lot of room 
and which I suppose most of us are feeding on the quiet.  And 
it is there between them, pushing them out, that Christ must 
be born, and in their very manger he must be laid.   

Evelyn Underhill

On why Carol 
Services are so 

dangerous
The Rectory
St. James the Least
  
My dear Nephew Darren

So: you are excited about being invited to plan your first Carol 
Service. The dangers involved are only slightly less than 
being invited to judge the best cake made by the Ladies’ 
Group. You seem to have no idea of the lifelong offence you 
will inevitably cause. In decades to come when you will either 
be a seasoned old clergyman – or more likely a double 
glazing salesman – you will be remembered as “the Curate 
who offended Mrs Smith.”

First, you have to decide which groups are going to be 
represented to give the readings. If the Brownies were asked 
last year, then it has to be the Cubs this time. But don’t forget 
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that every third year, the Boys’ Brigade must be asked, or 
they will take their revenge and get their flag tangled in the 
nave chandelier come Remembrance Sunday. If someone 
represents the choir, then over a four year period, all four 
voice parts must be called on – and if the organist isn’t asked 
on the fifth year, then all hymns subsequently will be played at 
double speed and with one verse missing. Should one person 
have been invited to read for two successive years, then their 
annual appearance thereafter will be taken as an inalienable 
right for the rest of their lifetime – and probably longer than 
that. To drop them may well invoke legal proceedings,

Then there is the batting order to be considered. Someone 
from the church council will take it as a deliberate slight if they  
are placed lower in the order than a representative of the 
Men’s Fellowship, and no self-respecting bell ringer would 
voluntarily follow a brass cleaner. 

  If you do not specify where they should read from and how 
the readings should end, then a form of ecclesiastical inflation 
will happen. If the first reader speaks from the chancel step, 
the next one will go to the lectern; after the sanctuary and 
pulpit have been utilised, the final reader will probably ask you 
to move so he can take your place. The variations on “Here 
endeth”, “This is the Word of the Lord”, and “Thanks be to 
God”, are endless and will increase in length as the Service 
progresses. The final reader will probably end with a lengthy 
exegesis on what he thinks the passage means, correcting 
whatever you said in your sermon.

I once made the mistake of not telling all readers which Bible 
translation to use. One, an Old Testament expert, therefore 
decided to read in Hebrew. Not to be outdone, another read 
her Gospel passage in Greek – apologising beforehand that it 
may not be a perfect rendering, as she was spontaneously 
translating it from the English. And some say Christians are 
not competitive.

You have two alternatives: either repeat last year’s Service 
without any alteration, saying that it could not be improved, or 
design your own – and then take Christmas off.

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace

  ANGELS
We hear a lot about  angels at Christmas. A lot of  the carols 
we sing have angels in them – like ‘Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing’ and ‘While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night’. 
Angels are God’s messengers and you can read about the 
good news they  brought to the shepherds in Luke’s Gospel, 
chapter 2, verses 8-20.

MAKE YOUR OWN CHRISTMAS ANGEL
You can make a whole host of  angels,  one for the top of  the 
tree and a row of  them, all different sizes, to go on a 
windowsill.  To alter the size simply  draw a bigger or smaller 
circle, you could use a dinner plate or a small tin to draw 
round. You could even make a giant angel using a dustbin 
lid!

You will need:
Scissors, thick white paper or thin white card, some felt tip 
pens and something circular to draw round (use a small 
plate or saucer to start with).
Draw a circle on the paper and cut it out. Mark the centre of 
the circle (lightly fold it into quarters to find the centre).
Copy the face and features on to the circle and colour them in. 
Mark the dotted lines and cut around them and around the
halo and hair as marked.
Fold the angel into a cone by putting one wing over the other 
and slotting them together. A little piece of sellotape will hold it 
firmly.

How do angels greet each other?
They say, Halo.

What do fish sing at Christmas?
Shark, the herald angels sing. 
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Wookey Hole Cinema Club Film
Wednesday 10th December

CINEMA PARADISO (PG) -  Romantic Drama

A famous film director remembers his childhood at the 
Picture House in his Sicilian village where the projectionist 
introduced him to his love of films. 

According to Empire magazine “Utterly irresistible …. a 
thoughtful memoir of more innocent days, when pleasures 
rarely came cheaply  or instantly. Molto, molto bene.”

Come and join us at  Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill

Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.   Tickets on the 
door £6

More info and a trailer at  :  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com

 From the Registers 2014
CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS

16th November  Amber Natalie Winterson
   Harvey Neil Winterson
   Oliver Buckingham Claridge

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES
  4th November  Elsie Cameron
  5th   Brian Stewart Winter
10th   Stanley Cecil Bowe
11th   Mervyn Salmon
18th   Gweneth Mary Andrews
20th   Ernie White

Sheila Jenkins

A Saint at Christmas
  

Lord of pots and pans and things,
Since I’ve not time to be

A saint by doing lovely things,
Or watching late with Thee

Or dreaming in the dawn light
Or storming Heaven’s gates,

Make me a saint by getting meals,
And washing up the plates.

  
Although I must have Martha’s hands,

I have a Mary’s mind that’s free -
And when I clean and cook and care,

It is your face that I see.
  

I think of how you trod the earth
Each time I scrub the floor,
Accept this meditation Lord,

I haven’t time for more
By Klara Munkres  (adapted)

Know that even when you are in the kitchen, our Lord 
moves amidst the pots and pans.  Teresa of Avila

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the views 
of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express the views of 
the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of St Cuthbert’s Church.
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