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...we will 
remember 

them

Comfortable or challenging?
by Alistair Glanvile
I’ve been reading the Letters of John and 
thinking about them. John was writing in about 
AD 100 to third generation Christians, and these 
are pastoral letters trying to give guidance and 
encouragement to people who were losing the 
excitement of the early converts. We do not 
know exactly to whom they were written but it 
was to communities who were already 
established. The Christians were not being 
persecuted but were just trying to live quiet lives 
following the church’s teaching. This was the 
problem. They were living in a world that had 
different standards from them and they 
questioned why they could not just conform to 
the world as it was. They did not want to be 
different from their neighbours and many could 
not see why their beliefs could not change to 
adapt to the world around them. There were new 
ideas about the nature of their relationship with 
God and people like the Gnostics were 
questioning the Divinity of Jesus and the reality 
of him being both God and Man.
Does this sound familiar? It’s what we hear every  
day from the media. The church has wrestled 
with the debates on Gender and the place of 

women in the church. But for most people they 
only want to be comfortable with what they know 
and to continue in the same old way. People do 
not want to be challenged. They don’t want to 
think too hard about the meaning of their faith or 
what it means for them. It is said that familiarity 
breeds contempt. This is true but it also breeds 
apathy and complacency. 
We, like the congregations that John was writing 
to, have lost the excitement of being Christians 
and knowing Jesus as our Saviour. Too often our 
worship is a case of going through the motions 
with no enthusiasm. In the General Thanksgiving 
we say that we praise God not only with our lips 
but in our lives. Being a Christian is not 
something just for an hour on Sunday or of just 
saying the same familiar words. Each day should 
be a challenge to us and an opportunity to get 
closer to the mind of God. Being a Christian is 
not surrounding ourselves with a comfortable 
duvet but a bracing walk through life with Jesus 
as our companion. I hope that we will have many  
bracing walks together in this exciting challenge 
of following Our Lord.

Alistair
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This is the third and final article, in which The Venerable 
John Barton offers his personal reflections on the ‘assisted 
dying’ debate.  
 

To be or not to be?
When a person is terminally ill and in pain, it may be 
necessary to increase their medication, knowing that this 
dosage may shorten the process of dying.  That is neither 
assisted suicide nor euthanasia.  

Nor is it euthanasia to remove life-support apparatus when 
there is no prospect of the patient’s survival.  

The purpose of euthanasia is to kill someone who would 
otherwise remain alive.  It can be achieved, for example, by 
the deliberate injection of poison, in the way murderers are 
executed in some American States.  

Currently euthanasia is illegal in the UK, as is assisted 
suicide.  Many campaigners for change do not want it 
restricted to people who are terminally ill.

Lord Andrew Lloyd Webber, the multimillionaire musician 
and impresario acknowledged that he felt suicidal last year 
and sent for the papers from the Swiss Clinic Dignitas.   He 
now believes that taking such action would have been 
“stupid and ridiculous”, but said that it was all he could think 
of when he suffered a bout of depression triggered by the 
pain from a series of operations.

Euthanasia and assisted suicide have been legal in the 
Netherlands since 2001.   A Dutch Professor of Ethics, who 
backed the law originally, now says he has changed his 
mind in the light of experience.   Cases have been reported 
of aged, lonely and bereaved people being assisted to kill 
themselves. He fears that “euthanasia is on the way to 
become a ‘default’ mode of dying for cancer patients.”

Many pro-euthanasia activists are nihilists who reject 
religious principles, believing that life itself is meaningless 
and leading nowhere.  Their view is pondered and rejected 
by Shakespeare’s Hamlet, in the “To be or not to be” 
soliloquy.  He acknowledges that life is painful, full of trouble 
and heartache. Then, when he considers the possibility of 
life after death, new light is shed on his dilemma.

Today’s Hospice movement has discovered that one’s dying 
days can actually be among the most worthwhile of one’s 
earthly existence.  Patients are helped to recognise that 
their worth is not measured by their earning capacity or 
practical usefulness, nor is their dignity denied because 
their frail bodies are failing to function.  Anxieties can be 
resolved, relationships repaired.

There is an urgent need for the accumulated experience of 
hospices – medical, spiritual, social and psychological – to 
be widely publicised, not only throughout the caring 
professions, but in the country at large.  Then the debate 
about euthanasia and suicide – to be or not to be – will be 
illuminated by facts rather than fear and, please God, hope 
will displace despair.

Let the Psalmist have the last word, having reflected on the 
mystery of life and concluding, “I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” [Psalm 139.14] 

Wookey Hole Letter
After this beautiful summer we celebrated the Harvest with 
a village supper in the Community Hall. The cooks excelled 
themselves with a wonderful and colourful display of 
tempting dishes brought by everyone to share. They tasted 
as good as they looked. There was a challenging quiz, 
compiled as ever by Elizabeth Rennie to test our brains as 
we ate, and, of course, a raffle.  What would a village 
gathering be without a raffle? A very happy evening ended 
as we sang an appropriately modernized version of ‘We 
plough the leaves and scatter’, accompanied by Lucy.
The next day we continued to give thanks for a good 
harvest with our evening service in which we were joined by  
the choir of St Cuthbert’s. Afterwards we enjoyed a glass of 
wine and Elizabeth’s famed refreshments. The church 
particularly suits autumn colours and the flower 
arrangements this year were extremely attractive. We are 
very grateful to our skilled flower ladies who unfailingly 
contribute so much to our worship.
Elizabeth Talbott
  

The Flying Scotsman

Eighty years ago this month, on 30th November 1934, to be 
precise, a scheduled express train, pulled by a locomotive 
called the ‘Flying Scotsman’, broke a notable rail-speed 
record. On its journey northwards from London Kings Cross 
to Edinburgh Waverley it touched 100 miles per hour. I was 
a bit too young to see that journey, but a few years later, 
perched after school on a wooden fence just north of Wood 
Green station, I would often watch spellbound with my 
friends as the same train sped past, a mere matter of yards 
away from us, belching steam and deafening us with the 
roar of its wheels and engine. Sometimes the driver or the 
fireman would wave to us, but the privileged ones in the 
dining car, already addressing their late cooked breakfast, 
were oblivious of our envy. It was a highlight of our 
Saturdays and an unforgettable memory.

To us boys, it was all about noise and power and speed, a 
magnificent piece of engineering but above all something 
that had never been done before. These new streamlined 
locomotives were built for speed, and speed was what they 
offered. A century earlier people wondered whether it was 
truly safe to carry passengers in the first steam trains at 
60mph. Could the human frame survive at such speeds? It 
could, though a few who were not seated safely did blow off 
the uncovered carriages in the slipstream! Now we could 
see that 100mph was perfectly possible on land (it had 
already been done in the air) - and who could imagine what 
speeds human beings might be able to travel at in the 
future? The great race for speed, to knock minutes or hours 
off journey times, had begun

It has, of course, gone on. We can now travel vast distances 
by air, getting from London to New York in not much longer 
than the ‘Flying Scotsman’ took to get to Edinburgh. We 
move heaven and earth to save five minutes (and often pay 
a small fortune for it, as well) and then wonder what to do 
with the time we’ve ‘saved’. Since those exciting days back 
in the thirties, I wonder what our obsession with speed has 
truly added to the sum total of human happiness? Yet I have 
to admit that there was something special about that great 
clanging monster, just as there was about the elegant sight 
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of Concorde on its supersonic way across the Atlantic - and 
I must also admit I would never choose a slower train for a 
journey.

I suppose it’s not so much ‘saving time’ that matters, as 
what we do with it when we’ve saved it. Now there’s a 
thought for the 80th anniversary of a land-speed record!

David Winter
  

Keeping away from nicotine
An elderly minister read about experiments showing that tar 
and nicotine causes cancer in mice. Deeply moved, he 
went down to his study at once, and moved all of his pipe 
tobacco to the top shelf, where the mice could not reach it.

  

Remembering Jesus now 
We are in the season of ‘remembering’. On November 1st 
and 2nd we celebrate the double feast of All Saints and All 
Souls with a particular focus on remembering our loved 
ones who have died. A few days later there is the 
opportunity, perhaps especially for children, to remember, 
remember the 5th of November and they will celebrate with 
bonfires and fireworks, probably not knowing why! Then, a 
week or so after that, the poppy takes centre stage as we 
remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice and 

given their lives in the service of their country, with a 
particular poignancy this year as we mark the 100th  
anniversary of the beginning of World War 1.

But why do we remember? Is it not more important to put 
the past behind us and move on? Certainly there is a 
danger that our remembering becomes rather too focussed 
on the past, and that we become very nostalgic both about 
people and events and see them, as it were, through rose 
coloured glasses.

But that isn’t the way that people of faith are invited to 
remember. Each and every week, for those of us who 
come to church to break bread together, we are invited, in 
the words of Jesus to ‘do this in remembrance of me’. This 
is not an invitation to go back in time and try and remember 
Jesus as he was. Rather it is an invitation to bring our 
memory of him into the present and in so doing to bring the 
love, the compassion and the forgiveness that was so 
much a part of his life into the way we live our lives. In 
other words, to make all that he meant to his disciples then 
real for us now.

A couple of verses from Lucy Whitmell’s poem, ‘Christ in 
Flanders’, speak into that reality for me especially in this 
anniversary year.

Now we remember; over here in Flanders – 
(it isn’t strange to think of You in Flanders)
The hideous warfare seems to make things clear. 
We never thought about You much in England
But now that we are far away from England
We have no doubts, we know that You are here
  
Though we forgot You – You will not forget us
We feel so sure that You will not forget us
But stay with us until this dream is past
And so we ask for courage, strength, and pardon
Especially I think we ask for pardon – 
And that You’ll stand beside us to the last.

+Peter Taunton

  

Manna – the Healing issue
‘Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, 
and I shall be healed’.

 It’s something we say before sharing in communion, but 
what does it really mean to be healed? 

The autumn edition of Manna explores this question, 
examining what healing really means to us as Christians.

Our feature asks what are our hopes for healing, and shows 
us what healing looks like ‘on the ground’ in our 
communities. It’s often simpler than we might think. 

A GP reflects on prayer for healing in the medical world; a 
world which he believes needs Shalom at its centre. The 
Right Rev Peter Maurice, Bishop of Taunton shares his 
personal experience of healing, and why he believes the 
church needs healing at its heart. 

John Foskett shares his unexpected reaction to facing 
illness in My Faith, and Sue Yabsley shows us the 
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4 importance of self-care for our clergy whom she supports in 
her role each day. 

And what was the purpose of the healing miracles? Did they  
really happen? The Revd Matt Thomson tells us why he is 
convinced they did in Soul Food.

Look out for this exploration in to the world of healing in 
Manna, now available free in your local church, or to read 
online here: 

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/diocese/manna/  

And remember: read, reflect…and pass it on. 

  

How well do you know your spouse?
At a seminar on Marriage, the minister was stressing how 
essential it is that couples discern what is important to their 
partner.   He challenged the men:  “Can you even name 
your wife’s favourite flower?”  Baffled silence followed, until 
one husband nudged his wife with a hopeful smile and 
hazarded:  “It’s MacDougal’s Self-Raising, right?”
  

St Cuthbert’s Ladies Group.
Our meeting this month takes the form of a Members’ DIY 
evening, on the theme of “Outfit from your past - triumph or 
disaster.”     Do have a think if there is an item of attire in 
your wardrobe that made you look absolutely wonderful, or 
now years later makes you ponder on its disastrous nature!     
“Why on earth did I buy that” sort of item.     And bring it 
along with a photo or a few words about the occasion.     
Could be a bri-nylon nightie, wedding dress, your mini-skirt,   
magnificent hat, high heels, dreadful patterned fabric or 
colour……….. let’s see what’s in your drawers, ladies!!!!

This is also the meeting where we have a drink and mince 
pie ahead of the Christmas season.       7.30 at the St 
Lawrence Centre as usual, on Tuesday November 18th.

Bid
 

 OK to Pray
Poster in a public school in South Pasadena, California: 

“In the event of atomic attack, the rule prohibiting prayer in 
school will be temporarily suspended.” 

Milky sermon
A Somerset parish magazine told how ministers from the 
Welsh valleys were distressing the older members of the 
Chapel by the length of their sermons.  On one occasion an 
elderly man greeted the minister: “And what is the subject of  
your sermon this morning?”   

“The milk of human kindness,” replied the minister.

“Ah,” the old man mused a moment.  “Condensed, I hope?”  

(From Peterborough in The Daily Telegraph) 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM 
Wednesday 12th November

The Two Faces of January (12A)  
Thriller/Drama

Stylish adaptation of the Patricia Highsmith thriller set in 
1962 Athens. Kirsten Dunst and Viggo Mortensen, a wealthy  
couple with a dark secret, lure a young tour guide into a 
web of mystery and danger.

Very elegant, very Alfred Hitchcock with a splendid 1960s 
feel.

Come and join us at  Wookey Hole Community Hall      
at the bottom of School Hill

Doors open 7pm; film starts 7.30pm.   
Tickets on the door £6

More info and a trailer at  :  
www.wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com

  

Wookey Hole Ladies Club
Our speaker on Tuesday 7th October was Sue Bell of Get 
Ahead Hats.

Sue set out a lovely display of hats and jewellery 
accessories for everyone to try on at the end of her talk.

Get Ahead Hats started in Yorkshire nearly 30 years ago 
and now there are Franchises all over the country run by 
ladies who wish to have an income but gives the opportunity  
for them to work from home, wherever that may be.

Hats can be hired or bought and ladies can make an 
appointment to go to the showroom. If they wish ladies can 
take the outfit they are going to wear with them, so as to be 
able to see the finished appearance. Hats can be colour 
matched if the right shade of hat isn't in the showroom, and 
they can be altered if the client wishes. It gives the 
opportunity to choose a hat in a relaxed atmosphere. It also 
gives the opportunity to wear a designer hat, that would cost 
a lot of money to buy, for a relatively small hire fee.

Everyone enjoyed the afternoon and some tried on hats. 
Edith proposed a vote of thanks to Sue for a very enjoyable 
talk.

We have been very pleased to welcome new members and 
would be delighted if anyone else would like to come to the 
Ladies Club, for further details ring Margaret on 675415.

(continued)

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/diocese/manna/
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Our next meeting is on Tuesday 4th November when the 
speaker will be Mike Hedges, former Chief Constable of 
South Yorkshire. We meet in Wookey Hole Community Hall 
at 2.30 pm.

Lyn Astle
  

Notes from the PCC meeting 
on 23rd September

Families and children's worker: Patsy reported that, 
following the assessor's visit, most of the funding had been 
obtained; eight enquiries had been received to date.

Reredos project: The PCC sent their thanks to Judeth 
Saunders for her 'beyond the mile' input into the Heritage 
Open Days display.

Trinity Chapel: Work had slipped because of unforeseen 
structural problems, but a final completion date should soon 
be known. Chris Jenkins was researching a suitable sound 
system.

Finance:  Among the accounts for the first seven months, 
PCC concern about £959 spent on the dishwasher was 
addressed by Vera – most of this was for a water softener 
which would produce a better finish and, in the long run, 
save money.  
 Fay Wilson Rudd reminded the PCC that her term 
as Examiner would run out next year and a successor must 
be sought – also a Treasurer. She then spoke about the 
nature of Stewardship, and is prepared to put forward a 
series of Lenten Groups for 2015.

Vicar's Report:  Alastair had had no contact with the Junior 
School since July; Elizabeth's input was missed. With the 
Head retiring next Easter, following a period of transition, a 
new Head is being sought.  
 Alastair had met the new Infants School Head, 
Naomi Phillips, and had invited her and children to the next 
All Age service. We are still looking for a new Foundation 
Governor. 
 Music and Worship: Details of Harvest Festival on 
4thOctober were discussed, also of the non-eucharistic 
Memorial Service on 26th October - a quiet communion 
service will also be held that evening. Remembrance 
Service on 9th November will be a civic service to include 
the congregation of St Thomas', with the new Bishop 
presiding and preaching. St Cuthbert's Carol Service will be 
at 6.30pm on 21st December and the Crib Service at 
4.00pm on 24th December, possibly including a Christingle 
Service. The 10.00am service on 4th January, conducted by 
Graham Hendy, will not be All Age.  
 Local Ministry Group: Alastair as Rural Dean was 
arranging the welcome service for the Revd Paul Cooke at 
Coxley, Henton and Wookey; The vacancy at Pilton, 
Croscombe, North Wootton and Dinder would also end, with 
another Licensing.  
 With people now beginning to move into the new 
housing estate next to Morrisons, Alastair stressed the 
urgency of setting up a team of visitors from St Cuthbert's to 
welcome them on arrival. 

Associate Priest: Jennifer is pleased at the lovely welcome 
by both churches; she expects to be able to lead Sunday 
services twice monthly in the benefice.

Churchwarden: Arrangements for the Nativity Crib Festival 
were progressing and flyers distributed.  
 Graham had been advised that the galvanised 
railings around the oil storage tank would be better left 
unpainted.
 Elizabeth Tudway-Quilter had noted the need for 
renovation of the Sundial;  a grant from the St Andrew's 
Conservation Trust could probably be obtained.
 Graham had purchased a further 500 copies of the 
St Cuthbert's guide book at the much reduced cost of £404.

Committees: Alistair reported that the Music Festival had 
been a social and financial success, especially the last 
night's commemoration of the First World War (for which the 
PCC sent a letter of appreciation to Iain Macleod-Jones and 
all who took part). The 2015 Festival will be substantially 
different in several respects from previous years.  
 Kitchen: Vera reported that the small but loyal band 
of volunteers continue to muddle on (!), though they were 
not able to provide the proposed cream teas through August/
September. She also asked if two more trays for washing 
plates could be bought.

Other business: The PCC thanked Mary Read for 
arranging the re-carpeting of the children's play area.  
 Deanery Synod open evening at the Crossways on 
Tuesday 28th October, with a question and answer session 
led by Bishop Peter Hancock.  
 Church flowers: current funds having been largely 
exhausted, the £250 agreed by the PCC in July 2013 could 
now be drawn on; Mary Read suggested that parishioners 
might wish to fund a pedestal in memory of a loved one.  
 Chill Group: the PCC approved the following off-
premises events as church events: 
   10th Oct. - badminton at the Blue School 
   14th Nov. - curry night 
     7th Dec. - drama at Lynn's 
   16th Jan. - DVD evening at Lynn's.
  

Wookey Hole WI, October meeting
President Sue Harding welcomed members, guests and our 
speaker Chris Burtt. 

Chris had come to talk to us about the World Heritage Site of  
Saltaire in East Yorkshire. The mill at Saltaire had been 
famous for its production of the black cloth necessary for 
mourning dresses, which was woven from alpaca yarn, so 
she was astonished to discover that alpacas are being kept 
in Somerset, even within sight of her new home. 
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The mill village was founded by Sir Titus Salt, who aimed to 
provide better conditions for his workers, and more 
efficiency than was possible in Bradford. He chose the site 
very carefully, next to the river for water and waste disposal, 
the canal from Liverpool to bring materials and the railway 
to take the finished cloth to the markets of London. The 
houses in the village were graded according to the status of 
the workers, with Sir Titus’s own mansion on the other side 
of the River Aire, with his own private carriage bridge for his 
journeys to and fro. Schools, churches and other public 
buildings were provided for the village, though no pubs, as 
Sir Titus was a religious man opposed to alcohol. When she 
was growing up, Chris attended the schools in the village 
and visited the local attraction of Shipley Glen with its 
railway, travelling on the now vanished trolley bus. In honour 
its World Heritage status, the blackness that pervaded in the 
last century has been cleaned up; the village is conspicuous 
for its grid system of streets even though it is now 
surrounded by the town of Shipley.  Chris was thanked for 
her talk by Joan, who also has happy memories of growing 
up in Yorkshire. 

Our business meeting was busy as ever, with plans for a 
lunch, a coffee morning and attendance at the Somerset 
annual meeting. Our help was requested to steward the 
Nativity Crib Festival that is to be held at St Cuthbert’s 
Church at the beginning of December, and we noted the 
dates for choir rehearsals for the WI’s carol service at the 
Cathedral, and made the final collection of the gifts for the 
YMCA Christmas shoe boxes. 

Rose Docherty

  

On why the C of E should never 
combine parishes

The Rectory
St. James the Least

  

My dear Nephew Darren

I suppose it had to come, but combining parishes is now 
firmly on the agenda for our villages. I had always wondered 
what the first Earl of Stowe was trying to prove, building a 
church here in 1347 to accommodate 800 people when the 
total population has never exceeded 250. In the short term 
– which in this village is measured in centuries - it seems to 
have been to house the tombs of his 13 successors. I now 
realise it was to make uniting with adjoining parishes in the 
twenty-first century more difficult. Clearly the first Earl had 
formidable foresight. None of our neighbouring churches 
seem too keen to share their reserves to help maintain our 
cathedral-sized building.

The threat of the closure of St. Herve the Bard has, 
inevitably, caused outrage – not so much from its regular 
congregation of three, but from all those in the village who 
would never think of attending. People do so like to have a 
church not to go to.

St. Bregowine, built by a wealthy parishioner in the 19th 
century because she did not like the high church practices 

of the parish church of St. Iwig, is refusing to re-unite, even 
though the two churches stand only 100 yards apart, in a 
village with a diameter of 300 yards. If only they could get 
over the trauma of seeing the incumbent putting water in the 
wine on Easter Day in 1894. Although it must be conceded 
that the Bregowinians were equally affronted that when the 
daughter church opened in 1895, they found that the 
Iwigers had provided no brass troughs at the end of the 
pews for umbrellas. That they have subsequently refused to 
install them has only compounded the offence.

Meanwhile St. Plegmund is in discussions with the Church 
of South India as a way of avoiding uniting with anyone. 
Should it happen, I will be interested to see what travelling 
expenses the new incumbent claims. It will be difficult to tell 
when the present incumbent resigns, as he has not been 
seen at a clerical meeting for the last 30 years. Some of my 
colleagues suspect he is mythical, that a bloodless coup 
took place in the 1980s and that the church is now entirely 
run by the Mother’s Union.

The church of St. Maximus of Constantinople in our nearest 
town has rather grandly offered to take all of our churches 
under its wing, but as a parishioner has pointed out: how 
could we possibly consider joining with a parish that fought 
on the other side at the Battle of Bosworth.

In the meantime, we will serenely carry on, as we seem to 
have done for the past six centuries; parish mergers and 
reductions in numbers of clergy seem to be of less interest 
than debating the suggestion that we change the brand of 
coffee served after Services.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

So much for Local Ministry Groups, then. Mind you, some years 
ago a certain priest of my acquaintance welcomed being given 
another church to look after— if they couldn’t find him, parishioners 
always assumed he was at the other one!  ED.

To balance the insularity of Uncle Eustace, David Winter writes 
about unity following the Scottish vote on 18th September:

Andrew and the Referendum:  
BETTER TOGETHER? 

Scotland seems to have been a very busy place these last 
couple of months. The amazing exuberance of the 
devolution referendum and its consequences have kept the 
spotlight firmly north of the border and now, at the end of 
this month, the Scots will be celebrating once again, this 
time to honour their patron saint, Andrew. 

The referendum campaign earned universal respect for its 
enthusiasm, mass participation and generous spirit. It was 
good to be reminded that it is possible to disagree 
agreeably, to hold passionate convictions oneself and yet 
respect the equally passionate convictions of others. In the 
end ‘Better Together’ just beat ‘Let’s Separate’, but there 
was little bitterness at the end of a fiercely fought but fair 
exercise in democracy.

And now it is time for St Andrew to be honoured - the 
disciple who is noted for the way in which he longed to 
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share with others the good thing he had discovered. It was 
not enough for him simply to decide for himself to recognise 
Jesus as the Messiah of Israel and follow him. He went 
straight off and introduced his brother Peter to the Saviour, 
and followed that up by bringing Nathanael/Bartholomew to 
Jesus. ‘Better Together’ seems to have been his slogan, 
too! ‘We have found the Messiah!’, he told them, unable to 
keep the good news to himself.

Andrew’s connection with Scotland dates back to the 
claimed translation of his remains from Patras in Achaia to 
Scotland in the eighth century. The church in Fife where 
these remains were buried became a place of pilgrimage 
during the tenth century. All of this may be no more than 
pious legend, of course, but that St Andrew was highly 
regarded in Scotland and became its patron saint is beyond 
doubt. 

Perhaps in the new spirit of togetherness engendered in 
these islands by the referendum result we might take a 
fresh look at our four patron saints. Patrick and David are 
secure, genuinely historical and undoubtedly linked to the 
lands that now honour them. Andrew has little proven 
connection with Scotland but presents an admirable 
historical example of faith and commitment to the good of 
others. St George, by contrast, has not the remotest 
connection with England (and indeed may never have 
existed). Might this be the time to look again at England’s 
patron saint and even (dare one say it?) replace him with a 
more credible candidate - St Alban, the first English martyr, 
might fill the role admirably?

Meanwhile, on the 30th of this month Scotland remembers 
one of the very first disciples of Jesus, a man more 
honoured for those he brought into the kingdom of heaven 
than for his own mighty miracles or deeds of faith. Perhaps 
with him, and the saintly Patrick and David, we can all learn 
to march ‘better together’ into what one hopes will be a 
generous and bright future for these islands? And I suspect 
that George, the Turkish soldier-martyr, would enjoy the 
journey too!

  

Pantomime Visit
Wells United Church are organising a visit to see "Sleeping 
Beauty" this year and all ages from our church are invited. It 
is to be held on Saturday 27th December at the Meyer 
Theatre, Millfield, Street.

The cost will be £11 a head which will include tea, coffee or 
a soft drink and a private area to congregate in before the 
show and in the interval.    I have to send provisional 
numbers asap. So please ring me before the end of the first 
week in November if you are interested - 

Lynn Rendell, Tel: 01749 671456.

Helicopter
Sometimes people think of church as a giant helicopter: 
they don’t want to get too close in case they get sucked into 
the rotas.       Milton Jones

Zambia Link Parish Visit
St Thomas' Church who are linked with East Livingstone in 
Zambia are exploring the possibility of a few people from 
their church visiting Zambia next June, and would be 
pleased to include anyone from St Cuthbert's who would 
like to join them.

There are no direct flights now from UK to Zambia so the 
best way seems to be to fly Bristol - Amsterdam - Nairobi - 
Livingstone.   The cost of this (perhaps returning from 
Lusaka) would be approx £850 pp.     Once they know who 
wants to go they would discuss what else apart from visiting 
Livingstone they might do  (and people could either keep 
together as a group or not depending on numbers). Bed and 
Breakfast costs would probably be about £25 per person 
per night (in double or twin room - more for singles). So 
allow £250 for 10 nights.   Added to this there would be food 
and other travel costs and any further costs for doing other 
things in Zambia.       

If you are interested please let me know (Tel: 01749 
671456) so that I can let St Thomas' know and they can 
give you further details.

Lynn Rendell

  

Wanna do
When I was young my parents told me what to do.  Now I 
am old, my children tell me what to do.

When will I be able to do what I want?

COVENTRY’S CROSS
The people of  Coventry  will 
a l w a y s r e m e m b e r t h e 
dreadfully  long night of  14th 
November 1940. It was the 

longest  air raid of  the World War 
II  and when the light dawned the next morning, Coventry 
was in ruins. So many  people were dead, injured or 
homeless;  there wasn’t  a person who had not suffered 
during that night.

The medieval cathedral was a burnt  out shell. Two of  the 
burnt roof  beams were tied together to make a cross and 
this  makeshift symbol was set up where the altar had been. 
A cross was also made from the 14th century  iron nails that 
had held the roof  together and this Cross of  Nails still 
remains today  as a symbol of  sympathy, forgiveness and 
reconciliation.  Copies of  the Cross of  Nails have been 
presented to countries round the globe as a reminder that 
love and understanding bind us together and that we need 
to remember the horrors that happen when people forget 
that. 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

CROSS PURPOSES

There are many  different types of  cross in pictures. Do you 
know what these are called? (answers below)

  1.    2.     3.

    4      5.   6

 7. 8.

    

What’s green and hairy and drinks from the wrong side 
of the glass?

A gooseberry with hiccups.

What's the most common owl in this country? 
The Tea T-owl (ouch!)

  

Pilgrim Mincemeat
This is the traditional American mincemeat recipe from the 
18th century – Sharon and her father used to make it every 
year for Thanksgiving. It makes about 7 ½ litres of 
mincemeat, but quantities can be reduced in proportion. 

3 ½ lbs boneless brisket of beef
2 tbsp salt
Water
1 ¼ lbs suet
7 ½ lbs firm apples
3 litres apple juice
5 lbs sugar
½ tsp white pepper
2 tbsp each of ground cloves, cinnamon and grated nutmeg
1 tbsp each of allspice and mace
   Juice of 3 medium oranges
2 packages (15 oz each) seeded raisins
2 lbs dry currants
3 oz each of candied orange peel, lemon peel and citron
¼ lb each of candied pineapple and cherries
  
Simmer beef with 1 tbsp salt in water to cover, for 2 ½ hours. 
Cool in the same water. Remove tissue from suet. Peel and 
core apples. Chop lean beef, suet and apples finely in food 
processor: small, but not minced. Boil 2 litres apple juice 
down to 1 litre, add sugar and bring to boil again; add beef, 
suet and apple mixture. Cook over low heat for 20 minutes, 
stirring often. Add spices, orange juice, chopped fruit, 
remaining 1 tbsp salt and remaining litre of apple juice. Mix 
thoroughly and bring to a boil, stirring constantly. Pack into 
hot sterilised ½-litre jars and seal. One jar makes enough 

filling for an 8-inch pie. If desired, omit the final litre of apple 
juice, cool the mixture and add ½ litre each of brandy and 
sherry before packing into jars*. It can also be frozen, and will 
keep for 6 months.

*This makes 15 of Mom’s Pie-eyed Pies!

  
  

  From the Registers 2014
CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS

     19th October     Emily Rose Owen

BANNS of MARRIAGE

Andrew Westwood & Clementine Vale

    Sheila Jenkins
  

Thoughts for the Day
It’s hard to explain puns to kleptomaniacs, because they 
always take things literally.

Pavlov is sitting in a restaurant when all of a sudden the 
phone rings. Pavlov gasps “Oh no, I forgot to feed the dogs”.

A key ring is a handy little gadget that allows you to lose all 
your keys at once.

Carried
Two drunks were hoping to travel on the 
London Underground late at night when they 
reached the top of the escalator and saw the 
sign which decrees: ‘Dogs Must Be Carried’. 

   

“Botheration,” one of them muttered 
in dismay.  “Where on earth can we 
find two dogs at this time of night?”

Answers: 1.St Peter’s  2.Celtic  3.Papal  4.St Andrew’s  
5.Jerusalem  6.Russian Orthodox  7.St Anthony’s  8.Greek


