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At last!
by Revd. Alastair Wheeler
Monday 14th July finally saw the General Synod 
vote by a surprisingly large majority to proceed 
with the ordination of women as Bishops.

Several days later simply to mention it again 
brought a big grin to people’s faces – I personally  
have been hoping for it and working quietly for it 
for years. Although some of those I know who 
are outside the Church of England with its 
archaic structures wonder why it took so long!

To be honest, when General Synod voted (with 
all sorts of permanent precautions for those who 
object) to ordain women as  priests it didn’t dawn 
on me that a few years later they wouldn’t also 
be Bishops. But it has taken twenty years!

It is not an entirely straightforward deal though – 
there will still be some parishes and individual 
clergy who will be able to opt out of being cared 
for or led by a woman. So there will still be a 
slightly limited role for women as bishops. But at 
least they will be there.

We have many women Archdeacons these days, 
not least our well loved and popular Archdeacon 
of Wells, and there is a pool of senior women 

with experience in these and various other posts 
of the church.

So there should be no difficulty finding suitably 
qualified candidates. 

The early church, and the Celtic Saxon church, 
had strong women leaders; now we can 
rediscover the possibly different ways of leading 
and preaching and caring that women bring to 
being bishops.

And because of the way that the elections four 
years ago to General Synod were hijacked 
disproportionately by pressure groups opposed 
to women’s ministry, I gather there are proposal 
afoot to change the whole way General Synod is 
elected and formed to try and make it more 
representative of the cross section of people who 
are members of the church. That would be 
another huge gain!

Alastair

PS Book the date of Saturday 27th September at 
10.30am when this Diocese will celebrate in the 
Cathedral 20 years of women as priests.
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St Cuthbert's Ladies' Group
We would love to see both members and non-members at 
our coffee morning in church on Tuesday 19th August 
between 10.30 and 12 for our main-fund raiser of the year.     
Prior to the event, you may have been asked if you would 
buy one of our quiz sheets of 50 questions, for £1, to allow 
time for you to complete your answers before the deadline 
on 19th August.   The winner will receive £10, and if more 
than one person has the most correct answers, the eventual 
winner will be drawn from a hat.

There will also be a bring-and-buy stall to boost our takings.   
So, do come along and support us, and enjoy a drink and 
perhaps some cake in a good cause.

The charity we are fund-raising for is Hope for Tomorrow 
providing mobile chemotherapy units to reduce long 
distances to travel, waiting times and help avoid the strains 
and stresses of busy oncology centres.     Running out from 
the Beacon Centre in Taunton, the mobile unit visits West 
Mendip Hospital weekly, and can save Wells residents so 
much time and stress by providing local care without the 
need to travel to Taunton.     To quote Sam James, Senior 
Staff Nurse at the Beacon Centre “I live in Wells, so have 
first-hand experience of the journey patients have to make 
to receive their treatment. I run the Glastonbury Clinic, 
giving chemotherapy and supportive treatments to cancer 
patients   Using the mobile chemotherapy unit, we can bring 
the latest and up-to-date treatments closer to home.   Many 
patients can either bring themselves or get family or friends 
to the mobile unit, saving time, miles and stress.     Patients 
who relied on hospital transport and who don’t have family 
support are picked up by the unit driver, get their treatment, 
a cup of tea, and a catch-up, then get driven home in style 
using the unit support car.   Quite the bespoke service!       
The feedback from patients has been very positive and 
supportive of the service.”   

  Bid

  

From the Bishop of Bath & Wells
Dennis Lillee, the Australian fast bowler once hit a batsman 
on the leg.  Although he was given out, he remained at the 
crease and Lillee forcibly insisted he must go.  The batsman 
replied: ‘Dennis I’d love to go but I daren’t move.  I think you 
have broken my leg’.   Moving isn’t always easy, and 
although Jane and I have only been here a short while we 
are already feeling settled and at home.  Thank you to 
everyone for making us so welcome since we arrived.

The batsman’s words ‘I daren’t move’ got me thinking about 
how we as Christians and we as a Church also often find 
moving difficult.   There have been so many changes in 
society, in attitudes and in technology in recent years, the 
development of IT being  an obvious example, that I am 
sure there are times when we wish it would all slow down 
and we want to say ‘I’m not moving’.  But the gospel calls us 
to move in all sorts of ways.  Our spiritual lives should not 
be allowed to become stagnant or static.  God is always 
drawing us and inviting us into a deeper relationship with 
him.  He also calls us to move outwards and move onwards 
in loving service to our families, neighbours and the 
communities where we live and work.  I am being 
challenged at the moment by the words of 1Peter ‘be eager 
to do good.’   As we open our lives to God the Holy Spirit 
may he find us eager and willing to keep moving in our 

journey of discipleship as we follow Jesus and seek to make 
him known to other people.

Michelangelo, one of the greatest artists and sculptors of all 
time once said: ‘Lord, grant that I may desire more than I 
can accomplish.’  That may be a bit more than some of us 
can pray, but let’s all be praying:  ‘Lord, keep me moving.’

 With warmest best wishes

  Wrong water
A mother was watching her four year-old son playing 
outside in a small plastic pool half-filled with water. He was 
walking back and forth across the pool with an expression 
of great concentration on his face, and making big splashes.  
Suddenly, the little boy stopped, stepped out of the pool, 
and with a look of disgust, began to scoop water out of the 
pool with a pail. “What’s wrong, dear?" asked the mother.

"My teacher said Jesus walked on water, but this water 
doesn't work," he replied.

  

What’s in a word?
We were in the supermarket queue. The woman in front of 
me was greeted by a friend, who asked how she was. 
‘Well,’ she replied, ‘I’ve been under the doctor again with my  
legs’. Her friend knew what she meant. I knew what she 
meant and the woman at the till knew what she meant. But 
try translating that into, say, French: ‘J’etais sous le medecin 
encore avec mes jambes’. Now it becomes utterly baffling, 
and possibly indecent.

Words are funny things and our use of them even funnier. 
Most languages, and even local areas, have ways of saying 
things that are peculiar (in the proper meaning of the word). 
I remember years ago driving past a scrawled sign at the 
side of a major road in the north-east where there had been 
several nasty accidents. ‘Gan canny, hinnies’, it advised. 
Clearly ‘foreigners’ were welcome to kill themselves if they 
chose.

Mostly our little misunderstandings of what is said or written 
don‘t matter, but sometimes they matter a great deal. We 
ask, in the Lord‘s Prayer, that God will not ‘lead us into 
temptation‘. Why on earth would he want to do that? Later 
in the Bible we are told quite clearly ‘God himself tempts no 
one. But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured 
and enticed by it’ (James 1:13). The word translated 
’temptation’ in the Lord’s Prayer really means ’tested’ - but 
every time anyone has tried to change it we all complain. 
Familiarity always trumps accuracy!

It’s also true of familiar sayings. ‘The exception proves the 
rule’ is commonly taken to mean that a single exception 
demonstrates the accuracy of the proposition. In fact, of 
course, it’s the old meaning of ‘proves’, which is (again) 
‘tests’. The exception tests the theory. If there’s a single 
exception, then there’s no ‘rule’.

In practice, we assume that people understand - and if they 
don’t, they very quickly learn. Normally it doesn’t matter. 
One could hear what the woman said in the supermarket 
queue and remain baffled by her meaning (as many 
younger people would be) without it affecting us at all.

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

 A
ug

us
t 

20
14

(continued)



3                                   

But sometimes it’s important. For instance, Jesus didn’t 
‘come back from the dead’. He rose. Believe me, there’s a 
big difference!

David Winter

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA CLUB FILM
    Wednesday 13th August – Two screenings

  

2.30 pm—for the young and 
the young at heart

FROZEN (PG)

Fearless optimist Anna teams 
up with Kristoff in an epic 
journey, encountering Everest-
like conditions, and a hilarious 
snowman named Olaf in a race 
to find Anna's sister Elsa, whose 
icy powers have trapped the 
kingdom in eternal winter.

Tickets on the door £3.

  

7.30 pm—Hugely acclaimed 
Oscar winning gritty drama

DALLAS BUYERS CLUB (15)

In 1985 Dallas, electrician and 
hustler Ron Woodroof works 
around the system to help 
AIDS patients get the 
medication they need after he 
is himself diagnosed with the 
disease.

Tickets on the door £6.

  

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill.  Doors open 30 minutes 
before film starts.    

 More info and a trailer at  
wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com

Like us on Facebook :  
https://www.facebook.com/stcuthbertswells

  Oops
Memory is what tells a man his wedding anniversary was 
yesterday.  

  

Coffee Bar – help needed.
We would like to thank Sylvia Clark for her years of work in 
the Coffee Bar. Unfortunately, she has had to retire due to ill 
health.

This leaves a vacancy on the Monday rota, so we are 
appealing for a volunteer to serve once a month. A lady 
from Ss Joseph & Teresa's kindly volunteers, but could one 
of our own congregation please help? If necessary training 
will be given. Please see Vera White if you feel you could 
help.

Letter from Wookey Hole
The last few weeks have been rather curious ones for me 
as I was swept rather dramatically off to Musgrove Hospital, 
where I spent five days, and since then have been mostly 
housebound – Musgrove I can hardly praise highly enough 
– kindly, efficient nursing, prompt medical care and 
excellent food! My bed was by a large window with an 
attractive view of the Quantocks and overlooked the 
helipad, affording occasional incidents of drama.

After my return home, Hugh and I have been very touched 
by the kindness of the village with telephone calls, cards, 
lovely flowers, food, books and visitors, some of whom 
came to play Scrabble (and beat the invalid – naturally I 
play the frailty card).

We are very lucky to live in such a supportive community.

Consequently I missed Elizabeth Sidwell’s final service and 
farewell party but I was told about it and have seen Nicky 
Venning’s delightful pictures now up in the porch. It was 
obviously a very happy occasion and a good tribute to 
someone who has been a significant part of St Mary 
Magdelene Church’s life. We are now preparing for Gift Day  
and the fete.

Finally, may I invite you to a coffee morning and Bring and 
Buy Sale in aid of the Children’s Society, one of the 
charities our church regularly supports. The date is 
Thursday, 21st August, from 10.30 to 12.30 and the place is 
Glanvile House in Old Ditch, Westbury-sub-Mendip. We are 
very grateful to Alistair Glanvile for his generosity in hosting 
this event. Please come and join us. 

Elizabeth Talbott

  

Wookey Hole WI, July meeting 2014
  

Vice-president Jill Deane chaired our July  meeting. She 
welcomed members to a workshop meeting with origami 
expert  Sean Clarke. So after our business meeting, at 
which we made arrangements for our Garden tea party  next 
month, reviewed events due in the autumn, and thanked 
Anne for the coffee morning she had organised last month, 
we settled down to be taught a new skill. 
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After telling us how he came to take up paper folding, in 
spare moments while he was a night club doorman, Sean 
gave us a brief  history  of  the art  of  origami, or paper folding, 
which started in China, but was taken up and very  much 
refined by  the Japanese. The Chinese tend to fold 
representations of  inanimate objects, but the Japanese take 
inspiration from the natural world, such as butterflies and 
birds.  Some experts write books giving instructions for their 
personal designs,  which can be very  complex, and now 
there is a great deal of  information on the Internet  for 
anyone who wants to learn. To inspire our efforts, Sean 
passed around examples of  his own work, geometric 
shapes, human figures, dragons and flowers. These he had 
treated with a stiffening compound and spray  painted to 
make them sturdy  enough to stand up to handling, they 
would otherwise become limp and sad very  quickly. Some 
designs are intended to work, like birds with wings that flap, 
we were very  taken with a tiny  hat that sat on the palm of 
his hand, and could be expanded concertina-like to fit an 
adult head. It was all a little intimidating, but we settled 
down with three sheets of  paper in graduated sizes and 
soon found that by  following his detailed instructions 
carefully  we had each produced a very  respectable purple 
paper box to take home.

Sean then presented our secretary  Joan Hill with a Wookey 
Hole witch that he had promised President Sue Harding 
when they  had met previously, unfortunately  she was 
unable to be present at this meeting.   Joan thanked Sean 
for a wonderfully entertaining afternoon. 

Our competition for Flower of  the month was won by  Jill’s 
passion flower, with Jean second and Sue B third.

Rose Docherty

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

A chuckle from Ros Buckle
A new priest was visiting the homes of his parishioners, but 
at one house—though it was obvious someone was at 
home—there was no answer. So he took out a card, wrote 
‘Revelation 3:20’ on the back and put it through the letter 
box.

The next Sunday he found that the card had been returned 
with the added cryptic message ‘Genesis 3:10’. On 
checking his Bible, the priest broke into gales of laughter.

Revelation 3:20 begins ‘Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock’.

Genesis 3:10 reads: ‘I heard your voice in the garden and I 
was afraid, for I was naked’.

St Cuthbert’s 14th Music Festival 
This year's Festival starts with the Friends’ Supper at 
7.00pm on Saturday 30th August. This is for Friends of the 
Festival and Sponsors. If you would like to become a Friend 
please contact the Parish Office on 01749 676906.

Sunday 31st August: The Patronal Festival Eucharist at 
10.00am, with St Thomas’ & St Cuthbert’s choirs. The 
preacher will be The Right Revd. Peter Maurice, Bishop of 
Taunton.

Monday 1st September: 
“ATLANTIC TREASURES”   12.00 noon

Catherine Greenwell – soprano, Nicola Bracey – 
accompanist.

Catherine is well known as a soloist at Wells Cathedral and 
the Bishop’s Palace, and in Bath. Her programme includes 
works by Barber, Gershwin, Copland, Richard Hageman, 
Frank Bridge, Novello, John Ireland, Amy Beach & Liza 
Lehmann. Nicola is an award winner for Lieder 
accompaniment, her favourite musical medium. We 
welcome her here once more.

LOCHRIAN STRING QUARTET   7.30 p.m.

Catherine Black - violin, Alison Francis Black - violin, 
Nerissa Calvert - viola, Jane Jewel - cello, perform 
nationwide in a wide variety of media and functions, with 
works ranging from the classical to popular, jazz and world 
music genres. They are sure to delight us with works by 
Pachelbel, Vivaldi, Mozart, Elgar, Mascagni, Delibes, Bizet 
and Tchaikovsky.

Tuesday 2nd September
THE YSTÄVÄÄ PIANO TRIO   12.00 noon

The Trio comprises Katy Latham—violin, Helen Mills—
piano, and Christine Johnstone—cello, who have 
performed together since 2010. They have given concerts at 
Bristol Cathedral and in many other venues in the Bristol 
area.  Also at the Holburne Museum in Bath, Clevedon 
Music Club, etc. They are particularly committed to making 
chamber music accessible to younger audiences and are 
sure to delight a wide range of ages. Their programme is of 
early works by Beethoven and Debussy.

SERIOUS KITCHEN (Folk Music and stories) 7.30 p.m

This is a concert of folk music and stories, with an emphasis 
on Swedish material and unusual instruments. 

Nick Hennesy is an internationally renowned storyteller and 
singer, particularly in Finland. Vicki Swan is a fluent 
Swedish speaker, brought up surrounded by Swedish 
traditions. Vicki is the UK's leading expert in the 
nyckelharpa, which is a traditional Swedish keyfiddle, slung 
around the neck. She also plays the little-known Swedish 
bagpipes and willow flute. Jonny Dyer is a performer, 
arranger and composer whose outstanding technical ability, 
coupled with a wide-ranging musical taste, has made him a 
tireless and forceful musical innovator. He plays bouzouki, 
accordion and the Viking kohorn.

In the second half of their set is ‘The Whispering Road’ – a 
story you’ll never forget. Bubbling with vivid imagery and 
thrilling music, it leaps between song, music and the spoken 
word. Serious Kitchen deliver an electrifying performance, 
leading the audience on a fantastical journey to a land 

(continued)



5                                   

where every bird and beast has power and every encounter 
a deeper purpose.

Wednesday 3rd September
Tomek Pieczora – organ recital   12.00 noon

This talented young musician plays not only organ but also 
piano, saxophone, and clarinet. He is delighted to be here 
once more, and will present a wonderful selection of works 
by J S Bach, Buxtehude, Mendelssohn, Kenneth Leighton 
and Eric Coates.

MARKET DAY LUNCH (in the church)  1.00 p.m.

SCHUBERTIADE    7.30 p.m.
Trio Paradis, with Patricia Forbes - soprano, & Neil 
Moore - clarinet

Trio Paradis includes Jacquelyn Bevan (piano), Jamie 
Hughes ( violin) and Cressida Nasha (cello), all well known 
to us. They, together with Patricia and Neil, are members of 
Musicians South West and have joined forces to perform 
some of Schubert’s best-loved works in what promises to be 
a most scintillating evening of vocal and chamber music.

See www.musicsouthwest.com for more performer information

Thursday 4th September
Gillian Wells – soprano & Helen Wilkins – piano 
     12.00 noon

Gillian Wells is a dedicated, versatile and engaging young 
soprano who is in demand as a performer all over the south 
west region and is a recent Champion of the Bristol 
Eisteddfod. She is delighted to present to you an 
entertaining selection, ranging from Italian arias by Handel 
and Mozart to Puccini, Novello and Britten. She will be 
accompanied by the well-known Somerset pianist, Helen 
Wilkins, who will also perform popular solo pieces by Mozart 
and Mendelssohn. This will be a most enjoyable concert, full 
of light and shade, with something for everyone. Do come!

EDWARD LEAKER JAZZ BAND   7.30 p.m.

Well known in the South West of England, Edward Leaker is 
an aspiring star of the contemporary saxophone. He is 
always in demand for his smooth style and positive attitude. 
and his band appeals to new and traditional audiences alike.

 In a journey though contemporary smooth jazz, soul and 
funk the band will feature some of the most dynamic and 
versatile musicians around. Their individual skills perfectly 
complement the music and each brings a different quality to 
the group. Vocalist Heather Wensley will join in a selection of  
jazz and swing arrangements, as well as some of her own 
material.

Friday 5th September
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL MUSIC   12.00 noon

This Festival lunchtime concert features exceptionally 
talented sixth form musicians from the Wells Cathedral 
School, who will perfom pieces from their music college 
audition repertoire which will amply demonstrate the skills of 
solo instrumentalists across the various departments. They 
well deserve your support.

BATH MALE VOICE CHOIR   7.30 p.m.
Directed by Grenville Jones

The City of Bath Male choir has come a long way since its 
first concert, held in Bath in 2006. Under its founder 
conductor, Grenville Jones, we will hear familiar tunes such 
as Bridge Over Troubled Water, and Do You Hear the 

People Sing, as well as new arrangements of popular 
melodies such as Goldfinger and Three Times a Lady. The 
concert will also feature the young baritone soloist Tom 
Corbishley. A real treat for all!

Saturday 6th September
WORLD WAR 1 in WORDS & MUSIC  7.30 p.m.

Iain MacLeod-Jones - tenor, David Bednall - piano, 
Naomi MacLeod-Jones - soprano, & the Auriga Strings.

Ian and Naomi are very well known as recitalists. David is a 
composer and accompanist of great repute, and the Auriga 
Strings are an exceptional and versatile young string 
quartet. 

This concert seeks to show how the catastrophies, conflicts 
and hopes of WW1 were given such great voice through the 
powerful mediums of music and poetry. It features works by 
Vaughan Williams, Ravel, Ivor Gurney, George Butterworth, 
Ernest Farrar and others, as well as the rousing and morale-
boosting songs of the home front. It offers an insight into the 
lasting effect of war on the music and poetry of its time and 
how through great suffering came such beauty. Most 
definitely not to be missed.

One Thousand NewRevs 
“a remarkable gift to both Church and Nation”  

The Church of England has been ordaining nearly 1000 men 
and women this summer to minister in churches across the 
country.  With backgrounds ranging from the Army, banking, 
social media consultancy and racecourse management, 
these new deacons and priests have been celebrating their 
new roles as “Reverends” within the Church of England.  

As part of the celebrations those being ordained (ordinands) 
their friends, family, congregations and clergy are being 
encouraged to use twitter to congratulate and celebrate 
these NewRevs.

As part of the ordination service, the new priests and 
deacons are addressed by a Bishop of the diocese in which 
they will serve who says: “They are to proclaim the gospel in 
word and deed, as agents of God's purposes of love. They 
are to serve the community in which they are set, bringing to 
the Church the needs and hopes of all the people. They are 
to work with their fellow members in searching out the poor 
and weak, the sick and lonely and those who are oppressed 
and powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of the 
world, that the love of God may be made visible.”

The Bishop of Sheffield, Steven Croft, Chair of the Church of  
England’s Ministry Council, said:
"The ordination of nearly a thousand new deacons and 
priests in this season is a huge encouragement to see so 
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many women and men in every age group responding to 
God's call to ordained ministry."   The total numbers of those 
ordained is 962, made up of 488 Deacons* who have just 
completed their ministerial training, and 474 priests.

Get out of Hell Free?
Dostoevsky in ‘The Brothers Karamazov’ tells a traditional 
Russian story of an old lady who, after a bad-tempered and 
selfish life, dies and is consigned to the lake of eternal fire in 
hell. As she floats in the lake, she looks up and sees the 
angels and the saved souls in heaven. She cries out to one 
of the angels for help. He leans down and tells her that if 
she can remember a good deed she did on earth, he will try 
to help. The old lady says that once she gave an onion to a 
beggar at the door. The angel reaches down, holding the 
very onion, and tells her to take hold of it and be lifted up to 
heaven. She grasps the onion eagerly and is slowly lifted 
out of the lake. But others have noticed and start to hang on 
to her clothes and limbs to be lifted up as well. The old lady 
kicks them off, shouting, ‘Get out of it. It is not your onion. 
It’s mine.’ And at the word ‘mine’, the angel lets go of the 
onion.

On the perils of 
swinging incense

The Rectory

St. James the Least

  

My dear Nephew Darren

Well, at least you tried.  Filling in for another colleague who 
was away on holiday was kind of you; that it was 
somewhere with a high church tradition was adventurous of 
you.  But just because something is worth doing, must you 
do it to such excess?  

I can remember the first time I saw you having to use 
incense; you held the thurible as though you had just been 
presented with a dead rat. This time, however, I am told that 
you heated so much charcoal that the congregation thought 
you were going to hold a barbecue rather than burn 
incense.  

The church warden was impressed with how quickly 
everyone knelt down as you went by.  If it was in more of an 
effort to stay clear of your thurible than to pray; well never 
mind, at least they were on their knees.  And I am entirely 
on your side; you were not to know that their new fire 
protection system included automatic sprinklers, activated 
when too much smoke is detected. I am sure most of them 
would have dried out by Evensong.

You told me that you had not been sure what to do with the 
thurible when you reach the front.  But swinging it so 
enthusiastically that the chain broke and catapulted several 
pounds weight of red hot brass through one of their stained 
glass windows was really not the best solution.  Never mind.  
I am sure the insurance company will be sympathetic.

But surely you knew that smells also implies bells?  So why 
the panic when the server rang the bells in your ear beside 
the altar? To have promptly dropped the chalice and 
shouted  ‘fire!’ was surely something of an over-reaction?  
Especially as it meant that the verger re-started the 
sprinkler system.  I am told that several in the congregation 
left church looking as if they had taken part in a mass 
baptism, involving full immersion whilst fully clothed.

I am told that you actually even wore full robes, rather than 
your customary T-shirt and jeans.  Just one tip: should you 
ever wear them again, you might wish to wear the chasuble 
right side out. But that is a small point compared to the ‘hat’, 
as you called it.   My dear nephew, wherever did you get it 
from?  That is only worn by a bishop – and even then, the 
two tabs hang at the back, not over your face.   

I am told that some of the congregation feared that in some 
frightful ‘fresh expression’ of episcopal rule, you had 
suddenly been handed control of the diocese.   With the 
Church of England in its present woeful state, I suppose 
anything is possible.

  Your loving uncle,

  Eustace

Off-centre definitions
Spider web (noun): A thing you walk into which suddenly 
turns you into a karate master.

Genealogy (noun): Where you confuse the dead and irritate 
the living.

St Cuthbert Out Parish Council
Neighbourhood Plan Group – North Ward

PRESS RELEASE – June 25th 2014

Residents of the villages comprising the North Ward of St 
Cuthbert’s Out Parish, so Easton, Wookey Hole, Haybridge 
plus the hamlets of Walcombe, Upper Milton and 
Hurstbatch, along with parts of Priddy and Green Ore are to 
receive an important questionnaire asking for their views on 
the future of the Ward.

Residents will be asked to complete the questionnaire on 
behalf of the people living in their household and will be 
given a chance to give their opinions on a range of issues 
such as use of green-field sites, solar panels and transport 
to work. 

The responses received to the North Ward questionnaire 
will be used to draft the first phase of the North Ward 
Neighbourhood Plan.   This ‘first-step’ plan will then be the 
subject of further consultation at which all interested groups, 
as well as residents of the Ward, will be able to give their 
views. 

It is expected that the North Ward Neighbourhood Plan will 
be completed by the end of 2015 and when finished will 
operate in tandem with the Wells City Neighbourhood Plan 
and the much larger Mendip District Council Local Plan, the 
planning blueprint for all parishes in the Mendip area.

Both Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans are new 
initiatives introduced in 2012 to encourage community 
participation in the planning process and to ensure that 
communities can tell planners what development they would 
consider appropriate for their village and also which areas 
they would prefer to leave unchanged.

Further details of the St Cuthbert Out Neighbourhood Plan 
process are available at: 

 http://www.stcuthbertoutwellsparishcouncil.co.uk 
or for North Ward by ringing Councillor David Ball on 
01749 678910 or by e-mailing  wholeball@btinternet.com .
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  Warm weather suggests Mexican recipes. 

Serve these two with shredded 
lettuce, minced beef with taco 
seasoning, shredded cheese, soured 
cream, salsa, refried beans, jalapeno 
chilies if you like zing (omit if you 
don’t), Dorito chips or taco shells, 
and to drink: Sol, Corona or Dos 
Equis lager with a lime wedge. 

Sweet Potatoes with Lime & Tequila
Prep time: about 10 minutes Cooking time: about 20 
minutes

Jazz up ordinary sweet potatoes with Latin flair and you 
achieve an extraordinary side dish for Taco Salad (above), 
or barbequed poultry or pork.

2 pounds sweet potatoes, peeled & coarsely shredded

6 oz butter or margarine

2 tablespoons sugar

2 tablespoons tequila

1 tablespoon lime juice

Salt & pepper 

Lime wedges

 In a 12 to 14 inch frying pan, melt butter over medium heat.   
Add potatoes and sugar.  Cook, turning occasionally, until 
potatoes begin to caramelise and look slightly translucent 
(about 15 minutes).  Stir in tequila and lime juice and 
continue to cook for 3 more minutes.  Season to taste with 
salt & pepper.

Offer with lime wedges to squeeze over individual servings.  
Makes 6 to 8 large servings—leftovers can be reheated in a 
microwave oven. Yummy!

  Guacamole
2 large ripe avocados

2 to 3 tablespoons lemon or lime juice

1 clove garlic, minced or pressed

1 to 2 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro (coriander)

2 to 4 green chilies, rinsed, seeded & chopped

1 medium size tomato, peeled, seeded & chopped

Minced jalapeño or serrano chilies (optional)

Salt

Fresh coriander sprigs

Pit the avocados and scoop out pulp.  Mash pulp coarsely 
with fork; blend in lemon juice, garlic, chopped coriander, 
green chilies, and tomato.  If desired, add jalapeño chilies to 
taste.  Season to taste with salt.  Spoon into serving bowl 
and garnish with cilantro sprigs.  Serve with corn chips.  
Makes about 3/4 pint.

  

From the Registers 2014
CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS

13th July  Amelia Ann Beats

20th July  Matthew Jack Union

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Rodney Mark Alexander Nickell & Helen Calder-Travis

Daniel Robert Harding & Katy Marie Tucker

 Stephen John Austin & Kim Maree Fabiano

FUNERALS & MEMORIAL SERVICES

24th June Kathleen Harrison

2nd July   Canon Peter John Lloyd

10th July  Christopher John Painter

21st July   Paul William Davies

 Sheila Jenkins

Unfair trading of bananas threatens growers
The ‘Fair Trade’ movement is currently concerned that a big 
dip in banana prices is threatening the livelihoods of 
growers world-wide. Ten years ago we typically paid 18p for 
a loose banana but this summer one can pay as little as 11p 
(based on six bananas to a kilo).

Here in the UK we eat over five million bananas a year 
(that’s nine thousand a minute) and one in three are 
Fairtrade. But over the same period, costs to growers (such 
as fertilisers, spraying and fuel) have more than doubled.

As I write this, more than 70,000 people across the UK have 
joined the Fair Trade Foundation and have signed a petition 
calling on the UK government to intervene in supermarket 
price wars, which are trapping tens of thousands of banana 
farmers in a relentless cycle of poverty. In the past ten 
years, the UK supermarket sector has almost halved the 
shelf price of loose bananas, while the cost of producing 
them has doubled.

Michael Gurney, chief executive of the Fairtrade 
Foundation, said when handing the petition to Vince Cable, 
the relevant government minister: “The poorest people are 
bearing the cost of our cheap bananas and, as a result, a 
product that is worth billions of pounds in global trade relies 
on poverty-level income for the people who grow it”.

If you would like to help by signing the petition, please go to:    
http://foncho.fairtrade.org.uk/supporters/resources/petition-
information/
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NOPODY’S PERBECT
None of  us are perfect, we all make mistakes. But Jesus 
came to tell us that God is always ready  to forgive and 
pardon our mistakes. God forgives, but we often make the 
mistake of  holding on to what went wrong – and when we do 
this we are doubting God. 

There is  a tradition that people who make patchwork quilts 
and those who weave Persian carpets both share: every 
piece they  make has a mistake in it.  The idea behind this is 
that  only  God is perfect and if  the quilt 
or rug was perfect then its maker would 
be trying to be equal with God, and that 
would be a sin. Sometimes you have to 
look very  closely  to see the mistake in 
the pattern.

Like the quilter and the weaver, we 
should blend our mistakes into the 
pattern of  our lives,  not ignoring them 
but using them to remind us of  God’s 
love and forgiveness.

SEW, SEW
The answers to all of the following are types of fabric 
or cloth. Can you say which fabric is…

One of the Channel Islands?

What felt is made out of?

Named after a town in France and used to make strong 
trousers?

Made from flax?

A jockey’s racing colours?

A single stocking?

A fabric woven in little blocks?

The coat of an animal?

What an artist paints on?

Woven in a Scottish pattern?

  

What kind of clothes are you going to 
make with all these tea bags?

Baggy tea shirts.

I bought a carpet in mint condition today.
As good as new, do you mean?

No, it has a hole in the middle.
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month, 

Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell

 them you found them in this magazine.

To advertise your business in these pages, 

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038 

or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note:
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of  the authors, and do not necessarily  express 
the views of  the Vicar, Churchwardens or PCC of  St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

Answers:
 1.Jersey  2.wool  3.denim  4.linen  5.silk  6.nylon  

7.gingham  8.fur fabric  9.canvas  10.tartan

A Blackbird Singing
It seems wrong that out of this bird,
Black, bold, a suggestion of dark
Places about it, there yet should come
Such rich music, as though the notes’
Ore were changed to a rare metal
At one touch of that bright bill.

You have heard it often, alone at your desk
In a green April, your mind drawn
Away from its work by sweet disturbance
Of the mild evening outside your room.

A slow singer, but loading each phrase
With history’s overtones, love, joy
And grief learned by his dark tribe
In other orchards and passed on
Instinctively as they are now,
But fresh now with new tears.

R.S.Thomas


