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Journey with me to the Holy Land
by Revd Preb Alastair Wheeler
On 4th - 13th May next year, 2015, I will be 
leading a group around the Holy Land on a 
Pilgrimage and would love to have as many as 
possible join me in what will be an experience 
that will change your appreciation of faith, and 
deepen your understanding.

Obviously very many people won’t be able to 
make it for reasons of time, fitness or finance – 
costs in Israel are rising about 7% per annum! 
So I hope, time permitting, to have space to talk 
about the places we will be going to before we 
set off. Last time I went the congregations “back 
home” followed the progress of the group and 
some remembered the times when they had 
visited also.

Going to places you have read and heard about 
in the Bible is for most people something that 
transforms faith and enlivens our exploration of 
events and personalities we have known about 
for years as words and names in a book.

We will start beside the waters of the Sea of 
Galilee and visit places you have heard of such 
as Nazareth and Capernaum, see a fishing boat 
from the time of Jesus, travel in a boat on the 
lake itself.

Then we will journey down the Jordan valley 
passing places where John the Baptist worked, 
and Jericho, before ascending up the road and 
over the crest of the hill to Jerusalem.

Staying inside Jerusalem’s mediaeval city walls, 
within walking distance of key places such as the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, we will go to visit 
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, and we will 
explore the Jerusalem sites of Jesus’ life and 
death and resurrection.

We will walk in his footsteps as far as the 
changing patterns of streets and city for over two 
thousand years of history allow.

Inevitably, the hills and landscape are little 
changed, but the modern towns and cities, and 
the huge challenges of the contemporary political 
and religious debates will also be there in front of  
our eyes. 

We will learn more of the history of the last 
hundred years as well, which also has huge 
impact for many making this pilgrimage. We 
hope to hear from people committed to work for 
peace in the present “realities”.
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This will be the fifth group I have been with on the journey, 
but I know that there will still be things I am learning, 
connections I am making, joys and sadnesses past and 
present. 

There is always more to see and learn! 

If you are able to join us I know that it will be an experience 
unlike any other! 

Brochures giving details are available in church or by 
contacting me, and I have written a list of points to bear in 
mind. And there will be a gathering of anyone interested in 
St Cuthbert’s at 10.30am Saturday 28th June. 

The company we are going with, Lightline Pilgrimages, is 
the one I have been with on my four previous visits since 
1998, has all the insurance protection you would expect – 
ATOL and ASTA – and runs in close connection with local 
Palestinian Christians. They are the “Official and Preferred 
partner for the Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem”. You will also 
be able to find details of the trip on the Lightline website 
www.lightline.org.uk although they may not be there yet – I 
want to give priority to people locally.

If you can join us that would be great. If you know others 
who may be interested please tell them! And please pray for 
us

Alastair

    

Christian Aid Week – May 11th to 17th  2014
War tears lives apart - Love can help piece them back together

‘The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer… in 
whom I take refuge.’ 2 Samuel 22:2-3

For a growing number of people across the world, the horror 
of war is a part of daily life. 

Right now, fuelled by the devastating violence in both Syria 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the numbers of 
people driven from their homes by war is on the rise.  It 
stands at 42 million people – an appalling statistic and a 
stain on the conscience of humanity. We can’t turn our 
backs. We must act now.

The good news is that your church can make a real 
difference. 

Last year, a magnificent 20,000 churches across the 
country helped to raise over £12m for Christian Aid Week – 
St Cuthbert’s raised £1,182.51 and St Mary Magdalene’s 
Wookey Hole raised £447.71 in house to house collections.

This Christian Aid Week we want to do as well again. 

Together we can send people living in fear this message: 
“You are not alone. We’re with you, helping you to 
rebuild your lives, and working for peace”.  Imagine what 
such an expression of love would mean to people searching 
for the strength to cope with the devastation of war, and 
how it could help to drive out their fear. 

Demonstrate God’s love for those living in poverty and show 
how much good the church is doing in the world this 
Christian Aid Week.  Together we can reach the 42 million 
people caught up in conflict and help them live a life free 
from fear.

Could you provide the gift of hope? 

  £15 could provide blankets for refugee children to 
protect them from bitter night-time temperatures.

  £40 could provide enough good quality and nutritious 
food for two refugee children for a month.

  £150 could help us provide specialist emotional support 
for a child deeply traumatised by the horror of war 
that they’ve witnessed or experienced.

Be an instrument of God’s peace:   Give, act and pray 
this Christian Aid Week. 

Contact Elizabeth Sidwell (673447) if you are able to help 
deliver and collect envelopes House to House this year.

  

St Cuthbert’s Ladies Group  
Our May meeting is on Tuesday 20th, when we welcome 
Roger Lucken to tell us about the project which is 
introducing cranes back into Somerset.     We know that this 
project will have much wider appeal than just to those with 
an interest in ornithology.  

At the April meeting, details were given of our evening 
picnic at the Recreation Ground in June, and the outing in 
July. Please see Sarah Sheldon for the paperwork if you 
were unable to be at that meeting.

Please order your food for the picnic by the 20th May 
meeting. And remember that alcohol is not permitted in the 
Recreation Grounds area, or you risk a fine of £1000.   Final 
details will be available at the 20th May meeting.

Our outing on Tuesday 15th July is to Buckfast Abbey and 
Dartmouth, and we would welcome gents and non-
members to join us.

We will be leaving Wells bus station at 8.45am for the drive 
to Buckfast Abbey, arriving for a 1½ hour visit, allowing time 
for mid-morning refreshments in their large café, a wander 
round the shops – perhaps buy some of their world-famous 
tonic wine -  and also time to wander around the beautifully-
kept gardens. We then continue with a 40-minute run 
through the Devon countryside to Dartmouth, arriving in 
time for lunch, and staying until 5pm.     This allows time for 
food, perhaps an hour’s cruise on the river, a look at the 
shops, or just simply sitting watching the activity on the 
water, especially the amateurs trying to control their craft!   
The cost is £11.20   per person including driver’s tip, and 
you can book through Sarah Sheldon on 679117, though it 
would be better to book in person as bookings will not be 
confirmed until payment has been made.

Bid. 
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The 40 Days of Easter
For most people Easter lasts for about three or four days 
and ends at midnight on Easter Monday, but for Christian 
people Easter is a season that lasts for 40 days, and for 
good reason. It reminds us of the enduring hope that we 
have in God and that God has in us – hope that encourages 
us to work for a better future for humankind, especially for 
those who are the poorest and most vulnerable.

By the time you read this I will have joined with many others 
in supporting the ‘Live Below the Line’ campaign. From 28 
April for five days we will be living on £1 a day both to raise 
awareness of the issues of food poverty around the world 
(and in our own country) as well as to raise money for a 
range of charities who are seeking to address the issue. I 
will be supporting ‘Send a Cow’, a locally based charity just 
outside Bath who focus much of their work in Zambia and 
other parts of Africa.

They provide poor families with the skills they need to build 
new lives free from poverty and hunger. By providing 
training, livestock, seeds and support, they restore hope 
and create stronger communities for the future. You may, for 
very good reason, not be able to live below the line yourself  
but I hope you will be generous in supporting those of us 
who are. 

Later in May you are also likely to receive a Christian Aid 
envelope through your letterbox. This too will invite us to be 
generous in our response to the enduring hope that we 
have in a God who seeks to bring an end to poverty and 
injustice. This year the focus is on ‘giving people a future 
without fear.’ We know that for a growing number of people 
across the world, the horror of war is part of daily life. Last 
year Christian Aid, through the churches, raised £12 million. 
War tears lives apart – our generosity can help put them 
back together.

The 40 days of Lent are over and the 40 days of Easter are 
here. We are invited to believe ever more deeply in the 
reign of God for our world, and we are invited to live in 
confidence and in hope that the God who has raised Jesus 
from the dead can and will rebuild and revitalise all that 
poverty and injustice has shattered, with us as willing 
partners!

+Peter Taunton

Wookey Hole News 
This last month has been quiet but full of Lent observance. 
In Wookey Hole Hugh Talbott has run the Lent Course, well 
written (and thought and prayer provoking) by Ian Mills of 
the United Reformed Church, and being used by Christians 
Together in the Wells area. The course has been very well 
attended, sometimes as many as fifteen present, and we 
are very grateful to Hugh for directing us spiritually.

Mothering Sunday last week was a joy too, as seven 
children contributed in song, led by Juliet, and there was 
baby Danial there as well, commenting in lovely baby tones, 
gently more or less throughout. These youthful sounds  
were very reassuring to us all! Les and Mary Perrett had 
generously prepared marvellous floral presents for all 
mothers and others and it was a happy occasion with c35 
attending.

I am finishing  after four years as church warden and it will 
be very strange not to be worrying about things left undone, 
our bell unrung, our altar candles unlit, the sound system 

switched off and counting the congregation. I feel ready for 
a break however and will enjoy being a member of the 
congregation without portfolio, as it were. Elizabeth, my co 
church warden has been a joy to work with and a great 
support with her wide knowledge of what needs doing.

Spring comes and goes, and tadpoles have hatched in our 
pond, our fledgling seedlings have been snapped up by 
some garden pest or other but various goodies are 
triumphing as well. May I sign off by wishing you all a very 
happy Easter!

Lucy

Pillar
After a certain gloomy Dean retired a number of years ago, 
he began writing for the press.  Even he smiled when a rival 
paper declared that he was no longer a pillar of the Church 
of England, but now only two columns in the Evening 
Standard.

Wookey Hole Ladies Club 
We enjoyed two very good speakers in March and April. 
The first was Malcolm Plaster, who told us about his 
experience as a Torch Bearer for the 2012 Olympic Games. 
When Malcolm was a little boy he saw the flame carried into 
Chard in 1948 and at that moment a dream was born, in 
that he wanted to become a sportsman, which he did with a 
particular interest in skiing.  Over the years Malcolm has 
been involved with coaching youngsters at the Avon Ski 
Club, of which he is a founder member. His colleagues felt 
this deserved some recognition and nominated him as a 
Torch Bearer, he subsequently received the invitation which 
he delightedly accepted. Malcolm carried the torch up 
Glastonbury High Street, where the atmosphere was 
electric.

It was an unforgettable experience and for us brought back 
memories of the day that we saw the Olympic Flame being 
carried through Wells. 

Our second speaker was Alec Lewis who spoke of the very 
happy holidays that he had spent in the Scilly Isles, with 
Bryher being a particular favourite.  His first holiday was in 
the 1960s and he and his wife so loved it, because of the 
stunning scenery and relaxed way of life, that they have 
returned over the years - one time with their young family 
for a three week camping holiday. They also enjoyed 
spending time there for Alec’s milestone birthday, with the 
ferry trip from Penzance being very memorable because of 
the gale force 9 winds, making it a very uncomfortable 
journey. Some of the family decided to return by plane—a 
wise decision as the return crossing was not a lot better. 
Alec illustrated his talk with slides of the beautiful scenery

Alec’s talk brought back memories for all of us of the days 
when life was lived at a much easier pace.

Our next meeting will be at 7.30 pm on the 5th May, when 
Aileen Hase will be giving a demonstration of Chinese 
Cooking.

New members are always welcome; for further details 
phone Margaret Plaster 01749 -675415

Lyn Astle

Cats
A Cheshire vicar has two cats. Their names are Ancient and 
Modern – because they are both hims.
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4 Celeriac and Goat’s Cheese Soup (2 portions)
 30gm butter
1 onion, finely chopped
1 clove garlic
1/2 celeriac chopped (or 230gm prepared celeriac)
500ml chicken or vegetable stock
100ml double cream (optional*)
80gm soft goat’s cheese to your taste
Pesto
Sea salt
Cracked black pepper
  
1.  Melt the butter and sweat the onion and (after 30 

seconds) the garlic until softened
2.  Add the stock and celeriac and bring to a simmer, gently 

cook for 10 minutes
3.  When the celeriac is cooked through, liquidise the soup 

and start to crumble in a little goat’s cheese at a 
time, until you get the flavour required. Strain 
through a sieve and place into a clean pan.

4.  *Add the double cream and adjust the consistency with a 
little more stock if necessary.

5.  Season with salt and pepper. Do not reboil at this stage, 
otherwise you may curdle the soup by boiling the 
cheese.

6.  Serve into hot bowls and garnish with a drizzle of pesto.
  
Variation: add a leek, chopped, and 1/3 bag of spinach, 
watercress and rocket ‘young leaves’ with the celeriac, for 
flavour and colour.
You can add a baguette slice topped with goat’s cheese as 
a crouton.
  

Wookey Hole W. I.
The meeting at Wookey Hole last Monday was a truly 
Sparkling event. The speaker, Mrs Margaret Harper, makes 
kiln-fused glass jewellery. As she couldn't very well bring the 
kiln to show us even with the help of her husband, she 
brought the materials used and showed us how she built up 
pieces and colour which were then subjected to 
temperatures of over 700 degrees. The finished products 
were displayed, and under special lighting were absolutely 
stunning.

The meeting was quickly dispatched with reports on our 
Birthday Lunch at Beah's which was very enjoyable; and a 
report on the County Roadshow at Henton which was a 
great day out, highlighted by Emma Britton who kept us 
laughing for the whole of her talk. Members were reminded 
that food for the Food Bank is being collected by Margaret 
who will deliver it on our behalf.   Matters relating to next 
month's AGM were dealt with and the meeting was then 
declared closed.   A rush to the jewellery display followed 
and many members bought pendants,  earrings or 
brooches. It was hard to remember that these beautifully 
designed pieces in all shapes and colours were actually 
made from glass.   

The competition for a piece of jewellery with sentimental 
value was won by Elizabeth and the flower of the month by 
Jill.

Joan Hill 

  When you plan your garden this Spring
Plant three rows of peas: 
 Peace of mind
 Peace of heart
 Peace of soul.
  
Plant four rows of squash:
 Squash gossip
 Squash indifference
 Squash grumbling
 Squash selfishness.
  
Plant four rows of lettuce:
 Lettuce be faithful
 Lettuce be kind
 Lettuce be happy
 Lettuce really love one another.
  
No garden should be without turnips:
 Turnip for service when needed
 Turnip to help one another
 Turnip the music and dance.
  
Water freely with patience and
Cultivate with love.
  
There is much fruit in your garden.
Because you reap what you sow.
  
   To conclude our garden
 We must have thyme:
  Thyme for fun
  Thyme for rest
  Thyme for ourselves.

Tribute
The newly-arrived minister was asked to take a funeral at 
short notice.  At one point in the service she said:  “As I did 
not know the deceased, is there anyone here who would 
like to say a few words of tribute?”   

There was silence for several minutes and then a voice at 
the back was heard to say: “His brother was far worse.”



5                                   

Not quite Coots and Curlews, but…
One of the delights of my recent foray into the South Atlantic 
(sailing from Cape Horn to the River Plate as crew in STS 
Lord Nelson) was the very different wildlife we encountered. 
Four-hour watches on the bridge in the daytime gave us 
plenty of  time to admire the grace of the many Albatross 
and Giant Petrels, skimming the waves with their wingtips as 
they circled the ship. Dolphins, especially the black and 
white Hourglass Dolphins, frequently played around the 
bows, and at times schools of whales blew nearby.  Oh, and 
our cook and Fred the bosun’s mate kept catching large 
Tuna (also by accident they caught –and released—three 
Albatross which rather fancied the brightly-coloured squid 
lures).

On the Falklands we were able to walk to a beach near Port 
William for a close encounter with Gentoo and Magellanic 
Penguins, plus several types of Goose on the grassland 
nearby. Turkey Vultures and Caracaras wheeled over Port 
Stanley, and we were surprised to come across a large 
reindeer—said to be a descendant of those left behind by 
Captain Scott long ago. 

When we reached Uruguay, we also found very big (and 
very lazy) Fur Seals and Sea Lions basking on the slipways 
in Punta del Este and Periapolis harbours. They are 
regarded almost as pets by the locals.

With a full moon early in the voyage, we could still see and 
hear dolphins jumping, but less bird life, so we spent a lot of 
time stargazing once the clouds cleared. By the dark of the 
moon we could see myriads of stars including an incredible 
Milky Way. We recognised Orion (upside down) and the 
Southern Cross, and attempted to make sense of many 
other constellations which looked quite different from those 
we were used to.

It was a most interesting voyage, with 
good sailing (80% of it under sail) 
and great company. 

Bob

(aka the Ancient Mariner)

  

Let’s bring back childhood this summer!
Perhaps it’s time to rediscover the magic of that endless 
summer holiday feeling. This summer, The Children’s 
Society is asking supporters to host a Big Summer DO, and 
bring back happy childhood memories for families and 
friends. At the same time they’ll be bringing back childhood 
for those at risk of losing theirs too soon.

Putting on a Big Summer DO is easy.  It could be a big 
picnic, a garden party or perhaps a whole street celebration. 
We could play games at a BBQ, hold a vintage afternoon tea 
or sing around a campfire – whatever we loved best about 
our own childhood summers. We just need to get our 
favourite people together, have fun, and help The Children’s 
Society to raise money for vulnerable children. 

For more information and free Big Summer DO resources, 
visit:  www.childrenssociety.org.uk/BigSummerDO                
or call 0300 303 7000.

  

How to Read the Bible in Public
But is this a necessary topic? I’m afraid so.  I have heard the 
British actor David Suchet declare that he has been up and 
down churches everywhere…. and that the dull and listless 
public reading of the Scriptures is generally a disgrace to the 
power of the Bible. 

“The music was wonderful today”…. “That was a great 
talk!”…. “I loved the worship!” Hardly ever do I hear gratitude 
expressed for a Scripture reading.  Let this be the 
background to that occasion when you find yourself called 
upon to read from the Scriptures in a public gathering. 

We are not simply pronouncing words when we stand at the 
front. Unhurried preliminary prayer is vital to the task. What 
is this passage all about? Why is it here in the Bible? What 
is its main point? I need to ask myself which words - as I 
read them - could do with a slight emphasis, a mental 
underlining, a raised or lowered inflexion? 

Yet others should not be thinking, ‘What a great reader,’ but 
rather ‘My goodness, that passage was speaking to me!’  
The voice must be naturally your own. Do normal people 
speak with ’holy’ churchy affectation? Did Jesus, when 
telling his parables?

We are to keep the voice natural, yet with an underlying 
awareness that - without straining - we need to project. True 
– there may be a microphone – but be not deceived! It is 
only there to impart a slight ‘lift’ to the voice; it simply cannot 
do the job for you.

Across the years I have recognized various unfortunate 
‘Categories’ of reader. Be warned! One could be named 
after an early English king, unfortunately known as Ethelred 
the Unready.  Such a reader turns up, but has clearly not 
thought the passage through at all; the reading is an utter 
non-event.

By contrast we have sometimes been subjected to The 
Thespian. Here a well-intentioned reader is so intent on 
‘acting’ the passage with ham-fisted phony ‘accents’ that it is 
truly cringe-worthy. Public Scripture reading can be truly 
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supernatural in power – without it ever becoming unnatural 
in delivery.

Have you sometimes heard The Dollard give the reading?  It 
is delivered in a flat monotone throughout; it could have 
been a recitation of shares on the stock market. 

Then there is what may be called The Queen’s Speech, 
immaculate; beautifully spoken and with perfect diction. But 
somehow the reading lacked ‘Soul’ – was it a 
communication from heaven and a life of prayer, or a 
performance from the local dramatic society? 

Give yourself some practice sessions! Try Luke 15:11-24 as 
an obvious ‘story’, and then, by contrast, Ephesians 2:1-10; 
then 1 Kings 18: 20-39. 

Treat public Bible reading as an honour. For centuries the 
Bible has been described in the British Coronation Service 
as The most precious thing that this world affords. We are to 
treat it like that!

By Richard Bewes

(However well we read in public, it’s always useful to have a 
reminder of this subject, and maybe even we can learn 
something new—ED.)

On the perils of building 
a kitchen in church

 The Rectory

St. James the Least

  

My dear Nephew Darren

It never fails to amaze me how in church life, an issue can 
suddenly become an Issue. In the last month, we have 
acquired an Issue: a proposal to convert a space at the 
back of church into a kitchen. Inevitably, battle lines have 
been drawn and trenches dug. Attendance at church council 
meetings have soared and unofficial sub-committees meet 
in the car park after Services. It’s obvious that feelings are 
running high, because people have become remarkably 
polite to one another.

Some who are wildly in favour see it as an opportunity of 
being able to leave the pews ten minutes early in order to 
get ready for the rush for weak coffee and damp biscuits. I 
can already hear in my mind the final hymn being drowned 
by kettles being filled, biscuit tins opened, cups thunderingly  
placed on saucers, while the volunteers discuss the dress 
sense of others in the congregation in deafening whispers.  

I was a little surprised to hear that Colonel Wainwright was 
all in favour – until I realised that it would give him a place to 
totter into to read his newspaper once he got bored with my 
sermon, which usually seems to happen in the first minute.  
Naturally, smaller turf wars have broken out alongside the 
major battle. There is conflict about whether we should get 
new crockery, what colour carpeting tiles would look right – 
and most importantly of all, who will take charge of the 
coffee rota.  

Others are totally against the project: the treasurer dreads 
the thought of signing yet more cheques, the 
churchwardens worry about removing pews which have 
quietly hidden the dry rot, and the theologically angst-ridden 
agonise about the fact that St. Paul never mentioned coffee 
after Sabbath worship.  

Naturally, I encourage all sides, especially if it will bring any 
possibility of progress to a halt. I proposed bringing in flasks 
of coffee, thus stopping anyone being able to escape before 
the end of the Service; I suggested drinks being brought to 
people in the pews, thus ruining the Colonel’s hopes of 
finding a safe haven; I organised a group to study High 
Priestly attitudes to refreshments in the Temple in 
Jerusalem in Leviticus.

I am sure that by the time all these groups have come up 
with their conclusions, we will have safely moved on to fight 
the next Issue. 

 Your loving uncle,

  Eustace

Preaching
Church members were discussing the vicar’s and the 
curate’s sermons.  The churchwarden said:  ‘Vicar, now, 
when she says ‘in conclusion’, she concludes.  But the 
curate, when he says ‘lastly’ – my!   How he do last.”

Is your dawicki on your floordrobe? 
Oh well, YOLO!

Slang is alive and well – and spreading in Britain across all 
the social groups.  Linguistic researchers have found 
hundreds of new words creeping into the language, from 
‘dawicki’ for remote control to ‘gruds’ for underpants, 
‘grooglums’ for the bits of food left in the sink after washing 
the dishes, and ‘floordrobe’ for the place where clothes are 
stored in a teenager’s bedroom.  Bill Lucas, professor of 
learning at the University of Winchester, said that a lot of the 
words “are inspired by the sound or the look of a thing, or 
are driven by an emotional response to it.”   And don’t forget 
the new abbreviations:   YOLO – you only live once; and 
TBDL: too boring, didn’t listen.

Stop that now
An elderly woman had just returned home from an evening 
church service when she realised an intruder was in the 
house.    She yelled:  “Stop now!  Acts 2:38! (“..turn from 
your sin...”). 

The burglar stopped dead in his tracks. The woman calmly 
called the police and explained what she had done.  Soon 
the police arrived and as the officer cuffed the man to take 
him in, he asked the burglar, "Why did you just stand there? 
All she did was yell a scripture to you." 

"Scripture?" replied the burglar, "She said she had an AXE 
and two 38's!” 

Parking space
Angus was driving down the street worried because he had 
an important meeting and couldn't find a parking place. So, 
looking up toward heaven, he said "Lord, take pity on me. If 
you find me a parking place I will go to Mass every Sunday 
for the rest of my life and give up whisky."  A moment later, 
miraculously, a parking place appeared.  Angus looked up 
again and said, "Never mind. I found one."

 For sale
Classified Ad:  Wedding dress for sale.  Worn once by 
mistake.  Call Stephanie.  
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  JULIAN of NORWICH
Julian was a woman who lived in Norwich, and in 1373, on 
the 13th May, she had a series of  visions of  Jesus that were 
so important to her that she spent the next 20 years 
learning to read and write so that  she could share these 
visions with others. Imagine the hard work and trouble that 
must have caused because it was very  rare for any  woman 
to read and write at that time, let alone an unimportant 
countrywoman.  Julian lived most of  her life in a small room 
that  joined onto one wall of  St Julian’s Church in Norwich. 
And you can actually  visit  the room (it was bombed during 
the Second World War but rebuilt).

Dame Julian wrote about the love of  God and you can still 
read her book ‘The Revelations of  Divine Love’ today. The 
book ends with the words “before God made us,  he loved 
us”.  Before we were born, God chose us for the work we 
are to do. And as we know, God doesn’t make mistakes. He 
chose you and me, and he loves us. What a wonderful 
promise!

NOR - PUZZLE
All the answers start with the letters NOR. Answers at the 
bottom of the page. 

What NOR is….

The language of the Vikings.
A compass point.
Three English counties. 
A country.
A man’s name and a style of church building.
The town where Julian lived.
It’s not unusual. 

What do you get if you cross a Viking and a detective? 
Inspector Norse.

What do Eric the Red and Winnie the Pooh have in 
common? 

They have the same middle name. 

  

What a bargain 
grandchildren are!  I give 
them my loose change,  
and they give me a million 
pounds  worth of pleasure.   
Gene Perret  
  

  Those memorable school reports…   
What did your teachers say about your progress at school?  
The following were sent into the Daily Telegraph some 
years ago….

~ One of my French reports simply said:  ‘Sheila attended 
the lessons’.  -  Sheila Blow, Surrey

~ My housemaster wrote: ‘He has an overdeveloped sense 
of unawareness.’  - Ian Jones, Wirral

~ A friend’s son’s report said:  ‘By the time he has mastered 
French, he will be too old to cross the Channel.’ – M 
Knaggs, Dorset

~  My teacher observed:  ‘The improvement in his 
handwriting has revealed his inability to spell.’  - Colin 
Sutherland, Switzerland

~  My teacher was a realist: ‘I am sorry to have to tell you 
that he is doing his best.’ Stan Proctor, Surrey

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass – it is learning 
how to dance in the rain!  We cannot direct the wind, but we 
can adjust our sails.
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Answers: 
1. Norse  2. North 
3.Northumberland, Norfolk and 

Northamptonshire  
4. Norway  5. Norman  
6. Norwich  7. normal


